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GENERAL COUNSEL 
INVESTMENT ADVISER ASSOCIATION 

  

SUMMARY 

Position Title: General Counsel  
 
Reports to:  President & CEO Karen L. Barr 
 
Position Summary:  This senior legal executive leads all aspects of the IAA’s legal, regulatory 
and compliance initiatives, including developing and advocating the IAA’s position on legal and 
regulatory policy matters, spearheading educational programs involving legal, regulatory and 
compliance issues, and providing valuable compliance materials and resources to IAA members.  
As a key member of the management team, the General Counsel participates in strategic 
planning and implementation. He or she manages a team of five attorneys plus interns.  The 
General Counsel serves as the legal adviser to the Association, providing or overseeing internal 
corporate legal advice on matters such as antitrust, copyright, trademark, contracts, and corporate 
governance.    

Employer:  The Investment Adviser Association is the leading association advocating the 
interests of investment adviser firms registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 
 The IAA’s members collectively manage assets in excess of $20 trillion for a wide variety of 
individual and institutional investors, including pension plans, trusts, investment companies, 
private funds,  endowments, foundations, and corporations.  The IAA provides members with the 
latest industry information and compliance and educational resources.  For more information, 
please visit: www.investmentadviser.org.  

Qualifications: Between 15-20 years of progressively responsible legal experience in a law firm, 
government agency, nonprofit, trade association, investment advisory firm, or some combination 
of the above; substantive expertise in relevant policy, regulatory, and legal issues, including the 
Investment Advisers Act and securities, derivatives, and international laws and regulations 
applicable to investment advisers; excellent written and oral presentation skills as well as 
extensive public speaking experience; experience managing, supervising and mentoring a team 
of attorneys;  the ability to serve as a strong, effective, and credible advocate for the investment 
adviser profession;  proven ability to foster collaborative relationships with investment advisers, 
boards, committees, regulators, other trade associations, consumer groups, and industry 
coalitions, to build consensus internally and externally, with members, committees, and other 
stakeholders, and to effectively leverage limited resources. 

http://www.investmentadviser.org/
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Travel:   Approximately 10 - 15 days a year.  

Location:  Downtown Washington, DC. 

Relocation:  No relocation assistance available, but will consider those who are looking to 
relocate here.  

Compensation: A competitive nonprofit salary and discretionary bonus is offered, along with an 
employer contribution to a deferred savings plan and a full benefit package.  

To Apply:  Interested candidates should send a resume to HR@investmentadviser.org. 

 
WHY THE INVESTMENT ADVISER ASSOCIATION?     

• Lead the legal department of a dynamic and growing financial services industry trade 
association with a great reputation.  

● Join an organization with a collegial and collaborative culture.   
● Take the helm of an experienced legal team addressing cutting-edge policy matters. 

 
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:  

• Formulate and communicate the IAA’s positions on regulatory and legislative issues, 
including through comment letters, testimony, meetings and calls with policy-makers, 
media relations, and other communications. 

• Manage IAA legal team, including hiring, management, oversight, training, and fostering 
a collaborative work environment. 

• Oversee legal team in developing and providing resources on legal, regulatory, and 
compliance issues for members, including developing compliance guides, frequently 
asked questions, and articles, and responding to member requests for information. 

• Work with President & CEO on strategic initiatives, management, administrative and 
operational matters. 

• Organize and oversee the activities of legal, regulatory, and compliance-related IAA 
committees and working groups. 

• Oversee the development, planning, and execution of educational events, including the 
IAA’s annual compliance conference, compliance workshops, webinars, and briefing 
calls.   

• Oversee the legal team’s development of content for IAA newsletters, website, online 
communities, alerts, surveys, reports, and other communication tools, including full 
editorial responsibility. 

• Provide or oversee legal advice to the Association on a wide range of corporate and 
governance matters. 

mailto:HR@investmentadviser.org
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IDEAL EXPERIENCE AND KEY COMPETENCIES:  

• Between 15-20 years of progressively responsible legal experience in a law firm, 
government agency, nonprofit, trade association, investment advisory firm, or some 
combination of the above.   

• Substantive expertise in relevant policy, regulatory, and legal issues, including the 
Investment Advisers Act and securities, derivatives, and international laws and 
regulations applicable to investment advisers. 

• Excellent written and oral presentation skills.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
• Extensive public speaking experience. 
• Experience managing, supervising and mentoring a team of attorneys. 
• The ability to serve as a strong, effective, and credible advocate for the investment 

adviser profession.   
• Demonstrated ability to foster collaborative relationships with investment advisers, 

boards, committees, regulators, other trade associations, consumer groups, and industry 
coalitions. 

• Proven ability to build consensus internally and externally, including with industry 
participants, committees, and other stakeholders. 

• Proven ability to effectively leverage limited resources. 
 

INTERPERSONAL SKILLS AND QUALITIES: 
• Possesses highest integrity, ethics, and good judgment. 
• Has strong desire to serve needs of IAA members.  
• Has ability to work proactively, independently and effectively. 
• Has ability to build consensus in large group contexts.  
• Has high-energy, strong work ethic and motivation. 
• Possesses a positive, “can-do” attitude. 
• Is a creative thinker and problem-solver with intellectual curiosity. 
• Is willing to take on high profile speaking engagements and serve as one of the public 

faces of the legal team and the IAA. 
• Has ability to multi-task and work collaboratively in a small office.  
• Maintains professional rapport with all members of the IAA staff and external contacts. 
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ABOUT THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT:   
The legal department currently consists of one Associate General Counsel, two Assistant General 
Counsels, and one Special Counsel.    
 
ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION:   
The Investment Adviser Association is a not-for-profit organization that exclusively represents 
the interests of SEC-registered investment adviser firms. Founded in 1937 as the Investment 
Counsel Association of America, its name was changed to the Investment Adviser Association 
(IAA) in 2005.  
 
The Association played a major role in the enactment of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, 
the federal law regulating the investment adviser industry. Today, the IAA’s growing 
membership consists of more than 640 firms that manage over $20 trillion in assets for a wide 
variety of clients, including individuals, trusts, investment companies, private funds, pension 
plans, state and local governments, endowments, foundations, and corporations.  

The IAA exists to serve the interests of the SEC-registered investment advisory profession. As 
such, it seeks to be the leading industry organization:  

 Promoting high standards of fiduciary duty, integrity, public responsibility, and 
competence in the investment advisory profession. 

 Providing effective, quality representation of the investment advisory profession with 
respect to the development, formulation, and enactment of legislation, regulations, and 
other policies relating to investment advisers. 

 Offering benefits, services, and resources that assist and add value for member firms.  

The IAA provides significant benefits to its members, including up-to-date advocacy, regulatory, 
compliance, and educational services.  

 Advocacy 

The IAA serves as the voice for investment advisory firms before federal and state policy 
makers and securities regulators. Working closely with policy makers on every legislative 
and regulatory issue that directly affects investment advisers, the IAA represents the 
interests of investment advisers on Capitol Hill, working with Members of Congress and 
their staffs to educate them about relevant issues and concerns.  The IAA also regularly 
comments on rule changes proposed by the SEC, the CFTC, Department of Labor, 
Treasury Department, other federal and state agencies, and international regulators that 
directly affect the investment adviser industry and the IAA membership. 
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 Compliance  

The IAA serves as a unique and valuable resource for members on legal, regulatory, and 
compliance issues. The Association’s legal staff provides information on the rapidly 
changing regulatory and compliance environment, industry practices, the scope and 
nature of SEC and DOL inspections, and much more. IAA member firms communicate 
directly with members of the IAA legal team, who serve as an excellent information 
resource for compliance professionals, in-house legal staff, and business executives.  
Members participate in a range of regulatory and compliance-related committees and 
forums where they can share best practices with each other.  The IAA also conducts a 
compliance testing benchmarking survey. In addition, the IAA provides extensive online 
compliance and regulatory materials.  

 Engagement, Information, Education 

The IAA is committed to keeping its members informed and up to speed about the most 
current and real-world developing business issues. The IAA sponsors a wide variety of 
conferences, workshops, webcasts, and other educational events that address business, 
investment, technology, compliance, and other current issues facing investment advisory 
firms. In addition, the IAA publishes reports, surveys, and other educational information 
to help inform policy makers, the media, and its membership about the investment 
advisory profession. The IAA provides critical data about SEC-registered investment 
advisers through its widely-cited annual Evolution Revolution report on the industry.  

Since the IAA was founded in 1937, it has prescribed certain principles of conduct to 
guide its members in the practice of the investment counsel profession. In 1975, the IAA 
established the Chartered Investment Counselor (CIC) Program in order that excellence 
and experience in the investment counsel profession might be better recognized. The IAA 
also co-sponsors a program with National Regulatory Services which leads to the 
professional designation of Investment Adviser Certified Compliance Professional 
(IACCP).  

For more information about the Investment Adviser Association, please visit: 
www.investmentadviser.org.  

 

http://www.investmentadviser.org/

