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Craig Kirkwood

This is my fourth column as Decision 
Analysis Society President, and I 
continue to be impressed with all the 
excellent work that our volunteers 
do to advance the Society and the 
profession.  It was great to see many 
of you at the November INFORMS 
meeting in Seattle, and I look for-
ward to working with our volunteers 
during my second year as President.  
For those who were not able to make 
the meeting, the articles in this news-
letter issue will give you a sense of 
the extensive Decision Analysis So-
ciety activities at the meeting.  I will 
take most of my column to thank our 
volunteers for their good work over 
the past year, and to introduce you to 
our new leadership.

The Council is the governing body 
for the Society, and it consists of six 
members elected on staggered inter-
vals for three year terms.  In addition 
to providing general oversight, the 
members also participate in com-
mittee activities where key Society 
work is done.  I want to thank Manel 
Baucells and Jeff Stonebraker, who 
completed their terms on the Council 
at the Seattle meeting.  Eric Bickel, 
Karen Jenni, Ali Abbas, and Jason 
Merrick are continuing on the Coun-
cil, and they are joined by Erin Bak-
er and Jack Kloeber who were just 
elected for three year terms.

Greg Parnell is continuing in the sec-
ond and final year of his term as Past 
President, and Jim Smith is also con-
tinuing as Vice President/President-
Elect.  Jim will take over as President 
at the Washington, DC, INFORMS 
meeting this coming October.  John 
Butler also continues as Secretary-
Treasurer for the second year of his 
two year term.  Greg, Jim, and John 
have all been active and productive 
in their positions, and a great help to 
me as President.  In his role as Vice 
President/President-Elect, Jim also 
chairs the Nominating Committee 
and serves as the Decision Analysis 
Society representative on the IN-
FORMS Subdivisions Council.  That 
body provides oversight and gover-

nance for issues that impact all IN-
FORMS subdivisions.

Much of the work of the Society is 
conducted by its committees, and 
the chairs of these committees are 
key to making sure that that all the 
activities that make us so successful 
are conducted with high quality in a 
timely manner.  Ali Abbas and Erin 
Baker organized the Decision Analy-
sis Sponsored Session Cluster for the 
Seattle meeting, and we all owe them 
our thanks for putting together the ex-
tensive and high quality program.  Of 
course the session chairs and speak-
ers were also a vital part of making 
this an excellent meeting!  Erin will 
provide continuity by co-chairing the 
decision analysis cluster at the 2008 
annual meeting in Washington, DC, 
along with Jack Kloeber.  Start mak-
ing your plans now to participate in 
this meeting – it is early next year, 
so everyone will be out of Washing-
ton and home before the Presidential 
election.

In addition to the annual INFORMS 
conference, the Decision Analysis 
Society also sponsors sessions at oth-
er meetings.  Dave Leonhardi, Bill 
Klimack, and Greg Parnell organized 
decision analysis sessions at the IN-
FORMS Practice Conference this 
past May in Vancouver.  Dave and 
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Bill are also organizing the decision analysis presenta-
tions at the Practice Conference this coming April in Bal-
timore.  Manel Baucells organized the decision analysis 
sessions at the INFORMS International Meeting in Puerto 
Rico last July.  During 2008, there is not an INFORMS 
International Meeting and instead the Triennial Confer-
ence of the International Federation of Operational Re-
search Societies will be held July 14-18 in Sandton, South 
Africa.  Don Kleinmuntz and Ahti Salo are organizing de-
cision analysis presentations for this meeting.  There will 
also be an INFORMS Southwest Regional Conference in 
April in College Station, Texas; Eric Bickel is organizing 
decision analysis sessions for this meeting.

For the past year, Jason Merrick has continued his great 
service as editor of this newsletter, and he has also served 
this past year as Information Officer, with responsibility 
for the Society web site.  (If you haven’t checked our web 
site out recently, take a look at http://decision-analysis.
society.informs.org/ .)  Jason will continue as Informa-
tion Officer for the next year, and Jeff Keisler has agreed 
to take over as editor of the Newsletter.  Jim Smith will 
continue his longtime service managing the DAList elec-
tronic mailing list.

Jeff Stonebraker and Eric Bickel chaired the Member-
ship Committee this past year, and Eric will continue as 
chair for the coming year.  The Membership Committee 
reported the results of a membership survey at the Seattle 
meeting, and there is more information about the survey 
results elsewhere in this issue.  The Membership Commit-
tee will focus this year on better understanding our stu-
dent members.  In addition, Ali Abbas is chairing a special 
ad hoc committee looking at new DA Society members 
and how we can better serve them.

I also want to recognize the chairs for our various awards 
committees:  Ralph Keeney for the Ramsey Medal Com-
mittee, Karen Jenni for the Practice Award, Vicki Bier 
for the Publication Award, and Eva Regnier and Kim 
Thompson for the Student Paper Award.  Karen will again 
chair the Practice Award Committee for this coming year.  
These awards are an important way that we recognize out-
standing achievements in decision analysis, and it takes 
substantial effort by the award committees to select the 
award winners.  I encourage you to read the articles in this 
issue about the awards, and I congratulate the winners of 
each award.

Finally, I want to recognize Robin Keller for her service 
as she completes her first year as Editor-in-Chief of De-
cision Analysis.  Although this journal is an INFORMS 
publication, and not published specifically by the Deci-
sion Analysis Society, many authors and readers are DAS 

members, and the journal provides a valuable contribu-
tion to the decision analysis field.

When I look over this list of people who are working to 
make our Society a success, I am impressed by both the 
broad range of our activities and the willingness of our 
members to work to make our activities successful.  The 
Decision Analysis Society continues to be in excellent 
shape, both financially and from a member standpoint.  
As of the end of September, we had 1027 members.  The 
DA Society Council reaffirmed in Seattle that the Society 
will continue to provide support for the journal Decision 
Analysis so that the journal can continue to be bundled 
with regular membership in the Society and available for 
a small additional fee for student members.  If you have 
not checked to see whether your institutional library sub-
scribes to the journal, I encourage you to check this at 
http://grassroots.pubs.informs.org/ .  If your institutional 
library does not subscribe, then I provided information 
about how to encourage your library to subscribe in my 
column in the August 2007 DA Society Newsletter (avail-
able on the DA Society website under Publications).

In addition to all our ongoing activities, during 2008 
we will be giving particular focus to better understand-
ing our student members and other new members.  Both 
the Membership Committee under Eric Bickel’s leader-
ship and the Ad Hoc New Member Committee under Ali 
Abbas’s leadership will be working to better understand 
the characteristics of our student and other new members.   
We want to make sure that we are meeting your current 
needs and providing good avenues for you to become ac-
tive in the DA Society and continue your membership for 
many years to come.

My best wishes for the new year to everyone, and I look 
forward to working with many of you during 2008.

Craig Kirkwood

DAS Survey
Results from the Membership Survey

The DAS membership committee reported results from a 
web survey conducted in September of our membership 
at the INFORMS Seattle national meeting.  The goals of 
the survey were to: (1) understand the composition of our 
current membership, (2) understand why they joined the 
Society, and (3) understand what they see as the biggest 
benefit of membership.  We had a 187 respondents to our 
survey.  Thank you!
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Operations Research

Here are the main results of the survey:
1.  Composition of respondents

75% of respondents reported living in the United 
States.
Almost half of responses were from practitioners. 
Latest DAS member data from INFORMS: 30% 
practitioners, 22% academic, 45% students.
Nearly 70% of student respondents are pursing 
doctorates.  Most of the students responding are in 
Engineering (50%) and Business (35%).
The majority of non-student respondents have sig-
nificant experience (15+ years).
Interestingly, 24% of professional respondents re-
port that decision analysis is not central to their 
career.

2.  Reasons for joining DAS
One-quarter of respondents joined DAS as stu-
dents.
Half of all respondents learned about DAS directly 
from INFORMS. 
Most respondents joined for networking oppor-
tunities (the Decision Analysis journal was not 
available until 2004). 
Yet, nearly 60% of respondents reported that the 
Decision Analysis journal was either an “impor-
tant” or a “very important” reason they joined. 
Over 50% did not hear about DAS from a DAS 
member.

3.  DAS benefits and retention
At least 80% of respondents plan to continue their 
membership.
Overall, 75% of respondents report that the DAS 
is a good value. Only 6% disagree with this.
The Decision Analysis journal is the most impor-
tant reason cited for maintaining membership in 
DAS.
Networking is an important reason people join, but 
other benefits retain our members.

Based on these results, we recommend the following:
Continue to package the Decision Analysis journal 
as part of membership.
We appear to have room to grow internationally. 
Should we pursue this?
Based on membership data, we have a large frac-
tion of student members, we need to make sure we 
provide benefits such that they retain their mem-
bership after graduating. We should explore ways 
to do this.
We benefit greatly by our association with IN-
FORMS. We should maintain and strengthen this 
relationship.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1.

2.

3.

4.

The DAS flyer may not be a strong recruitment 
vehicle. Explore alternatives.
Since members consider DAS membership to be 
a good value, we could probably increase dues a 
bit, if needed.  (Note that due are not increasing 
for 2008.)

More details of  the survey and its results can be obtained 
from the DAS Membership Committee: Eric Bickel 
(ebickel@tamu.edu) and Jeff Stonebraker (jeffrey.stone-
braker@du.edu).  Thank you again for responding to the 
survey and for your continued support of our Society!

5.

6.

As area editor for Operations Research, I am concerned 
about the large volume of submissions from outside the 
society (almost 80% of submissions in the last two years) 
that are really inappropriate for the DA area (36% imme-
diately rejected and 86% ultimately rejected).  

Rejection of a large number of inappropriate submissions 
is perhaps standard for a flagship journal like Operations 
Research.  However, this and the small absolute number 
of DA submissions (13 in two years) still concern me.  My 
concern is vague, in that I am not sure whether this is a re-
cent phenomenon (perhaps associated with the advent of 
the new DA journal), or what the future implications are 
for the DA area at Operations Research.  It certainly does 
mean a lot of unrewarding editorial work for area editor 
and associate editors.

Obvious remedies (should a remedy be desirable) are to 
encourage more submissions from within the DA society, 
and to identify and encourage more high-quality relevant 
submissions from outside the society.  

Comments are welcome!         
               Gordon

Gordon Hazen
Area Editor, Operations Research

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre
http://iol-a.informs.org/site/OperationsResearch/
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L. Robin Keller
Editor-in-Chief

Operations and Decision Technologies, The Paul Merage School of Business, University of California, Irvine
Irvine, CA 92697-3125 USA, LRKeller@uci.edu, 949 824-6348, fax: 949 725-2835

Weblinks
Journal website:          http://da.pubs.informs.org/
2008 submissions:      http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/deca
Past issues:                  http://da.journal.informs.org/  
Flyer: http://decision-analysis.society.informs.org/PDFfiles/DecisionAnalysisFlyer.pdf

Thank You
At the end of my first year as Editor-in-Chief of Decision Analysis, I want to thank everyone who has supported Deci-
sion Analysis.  Special thanks to Decision Analysis Society officers and members, our authors, our editorial board, our 
associate editors (Manel Baucells, Kevin F. McCardle, Gregory S. Parnell, and Ahti Salo), our referees, our Managing 
Editor Kelly M. Kophazi, and our Journal Production Manager Miranda Walker. Thank you everyone!  In January we 
will announce some additional associate editors and members of the editorial board, since our workload is growing.

Healthy Pipeline of Papers Under Review
I am happy to report that our journal pipeline is healthy.  Since I became editor, I have managed 76 new papers (68 in 
2007 and 8 in December 2006).  As of 12-8-07, we have 21 papers under review and 6 papers with the authors for revi-
sions.  We have published four articles in each of our four issues this year.  We do have room to get fatter, since we have 
not hit our budgeted page limits.  
So, it is a great time to submit a manuscript.  Our Decision Analysis editorial objectives and audience are on our web-
site and are printed on the inside back cover of every issue.  I strongly encourage submissions of manuscripts from the 
wide array of decision research fields.  Feel free to send me an email (LRKeller@uci.edu) if you’d like to ask about the 
suitability of a topic for the journal.

DA Article in the News
In the September 2007 issue of the journal, Ralph Keeney and Dinah Vernik wrote an “Analysis of the Biological Clock 
Decision Model”. The decision model is available for any reader to download at the following site: http://www.fuqua.
duke.edu/news/clock/.  To use this model, familiarity with decision analysis and utility theory is useful. A PDF with 
guidelines to help use the model is included on the site.

Congratulations to Authors of Papers in the December 2007 Issue of Decision Analysis
Markus Glaser, Thomas Langer, and Martin Weber 
“On the Trend Recognition and Forecasting Ability of Professional Traders”  
Sarah K. Jacobi and Benjamin F. Hobbs 
“Quantifying and Mitigating the Splitting Bias and Other Value Tree-Induced Weighting Biases” 
Simon French, David Rios Insua, and Fabrizio Ruggeri 
“e-Participation and Decision Analysis”  
Martin S. Schilling, Nadine Oeser, and Cornelius Schaub 
“How Effective are Decision Analyses?  Assessing Decision Process and Group Alignment Effects”  

NEW in 2008: Use Manuscript Central Online System for New Papers 
Beginning in the new year, for all submissions and reviews of new papers (from January 2, 2008 onward), we will use 
the online manuscript submission and reviewing system, Manuscript Central (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/deca). 

Any papers first submitted in 2007 will continue the review, revision and resubmission process in the old-fashioned 
way- via email.

•

•

•

•
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Special thanks to our Managing Editor Ms. Kelly M. Kophazi, who, on top of her regular role, has been working to 
launch the system.  Please check our journal website (http://da.pubs.informs.org/) for the latest information on the sub-
mission process.  Contact Kelly (kmkophazi@earthlink.net) if you have any questions about this new system.  

Quick hints for Manuscript Central
Each INFORMS journal on Manuscript Central is run separately, so when you begin using the Decision Analysis site, 
you can specify whatever password you wish. It can be the same or different from any other INFORMS journal pass-
word. You can login to the site (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/deca) using your case-sensitive USER ID, which is 
probably your email address. 

Password Help: Passwords need at least 8 characters, including at least 2 numbers.  If you do not know your password, 
you will be able to “ask for your password,” by entering your email address. The system will send you an email within 
a few minutes that tells you how to set up a new password. It will not tell you what password you used in the past. The 
system will not let you enter a “new” password that you used for this journal previously.

Spreading “DA” Word
At the November 2007 annual conference of the Society for Judgment and Decision Making (http://www.sjdm.org/), 
our DA journal was a co-sponsor (along with UCI) of the welcome reception.  At the reception, I set up a table with 
copies of our journal and journal flyers.  I encourage you to “Spread DA Word” to your colleagues and students and at 
conferences or professional events.   There is a DA journal flyer you can use on the DA Society website:  http://decision-
analysis.society.informs.org/PDFfiles/DecisionAnalysisFlyer.pdf

Past Issues Through Highwire Press
Along with other journals published by INFORMS, Decision Analysis is now available online through Highwire Press 
at http://da.journal.informs.org/.  Abstracts of all papers are available at this site, and full articles are available through 
this portal via your subscription to INFORMS Online, a library subscription, or via payment for an individual article.  
This service also allows you to receive tables of contents for Decision Analysis via email, or to be notified when new 
issues of Decision Analysis are published online, at http://da.journal.informs.org/cgi/alerts/etoc.
Using this site under a library subscription will allow librarians to gain information on usage of our journal. (All of the 
INFORMS journals can be accessed via a single URL: http://www.journals.informs.org.)

Online Supplements on Journal Website
Online supplements for Decision Analysis papers are available free on our journal website: 

Go directly to the DA Journal homepage at INFORMS: http://da.pubs.informs.org/
Go to the DA journal page in Highwire’s site, http://da.journal.informs.org/, and click on the weblink saying 
“Online supplements,” which links back to the DA Journal homepage.  There is also a link there to the Decision 
Analysis Society’s webpage.

Need Help with Trivia Questions and Decision Quotes
If you are still groaning from my attempt at a mnemonic phrase (Spread DA Word), please help me for future “From the 
Editor” columns for the journal.  The columns in recent issues are available in full at the Highwire site (http://da.journal.
informs.org/) and they are not password protected.  You will see that, along with describing the papers in the issue, I 
have been including a trivia question and quotes on decision making in each column. Please send me your suggestions 
for the columns via email: LRKeller@uci.edu.

From the Editor columns:
March 2007 issue: http://da.journal.informs.org/cgi/reprint/4/1/1
June 2007 issue:    http://da.journal.informs.org/cgi/reprint/4/2/47
Sept. 2007 issue:   http://da.journal.informs.org/cgi/reprint/4/3/111

Journal Index Services and Citations
Decision Analysis is indexed in PsycInfo (http://www.apa.org/psycinfo/) and in Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.
com/).   Please remember to cite decision analysis articles published in Decision Analysis (and elsewhere).  Academics 
know how valuable high citation counts are in personnel reviews.  Similarly, high citation counts for a journal provide 

•
•
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Decision Analysis Track 
INFORMS 2008, Washington D. C., Oct. 12 – 15 

Call for Presentations

It is time to start planning the DAS track for INFORMS 
2008, in Washington D. C. We would like to take this op-
portunity to thank all of you who presented or chaired a 
session in the DA track in the last conference. Your efforts 
and participation in these sessions are what shape the fu-
ture of the DAS track. Thank you all.

Decision Analysis Track

The 18th Triennial Conference of the International Fed-
eration of Operational Research Societies (IFORS) will 
take place in Sandton, South Africa July 13-18, 2008. 
Information about the conference is available online at 
http://ifors.org/.

Don N. Kleinmuntz
dnk@strata-decision.com

Ahti Salo
ahti.salo@hut.fi

I am the organizing the Decision Analysis Cluster for the 
2008 INFORMS Regional Conference (April 18-19, Col-
lege Station, Texas). I am actively seeking session chairs 
and presentations. Interested individuals should contact 
me at ebickel@tamu.edu.

   Thanks!
Eric Bickel

I am Ralph Keeney, the chair of this year’s Ramsey Medal 
Committee. The Frank P. Ramsey Medal is the most pres-
tigious honor that the Decision Analysis Society awards. 
It is at most, and usually, awarded annually. This year’s 
Ramsey Medal Committee to select an individual for the 
award consisted of James Dyer, Ron Howard, Greg Par-
nell, Larry Phillips and me. We openly solicited nomina-
tions from the society and 24 were received. The commit-
tee members proceeded with two rounds of evaluations 
to select a recipient. As has been publicized, this year’s 
recipient is Professor Craig Kirkwood.

Citation for Professor Craig W. Kirkwood
The Frank P. Ramsey Medal is awarded by the Decision 
Analysis Society of INFORMS for distinguished con-
tributions in decision analysis. The individual we honor 
today, Craig W. Kirkwood of Arizona State University, 
has made and continues to make many significant con-
tributions. Specifically, Professor Kirkwood has made 
contributions in several categories: contributions to the 
methodology of decision analysis, applications, promot-
ing the field through education and speaking, and service 
to our society.

Professor Kirkwood’s methodological contributions have 
included models of preferences involving multiple objec-
tives, decision analysis for groups, and computer programs 
to facilitate learning and applying decision analysis. Just 
last year, his coauthored paper with Robert Bordley titled 
“Multiattribute preference analysis with performance tar-
gets” was selected for the DAS publication award for the 
best paper published in 2004.

Professor Kirkwood has a long history of applying deci-
sion analysis to important, and sometimes novel, decision 
problems. For five years, he took a sabbatical from aca-
demics and worked full time in a consulting firm applying 
decision analysis. All of this experience provided a foun-
dation for his book Strategic Decision Making: Multiob-
jective Decision Analysis with Spreadsheets published in 
1997. His joint work with M.P. Slaven and A. Maltz de-
scribed in the paper titled “Improving Supply-Chain-Re-
configuration Decisions at IBM” was awarded the 2004 
Decision Analysis Society Practice Award.

Professor Kirkwood has served our society in about all 
possible ways including editorial service, being on nu-
merous committees, as a council member, and currently 
as the President.

continued on page 7

We would like to ask you to take a 
moment and think ahead to October 
12-15th, 2008. We would like to get 
your feedback on what you liked or 
did not like in the last conference. 
Which topics are you particularly 
interested in hearing more about? 
Would like to organize a session in 
2008? Present in the decision anal-
ysis track in D.C.? If so, we would 
like to hear from you. We welcome 
all inputs and suggestions to make 

this an enjoyable and enriching meeting for DAS. 

Thank you all for your time, and please respond to both 
of us (edbaker@ecs.umass.edu;jkloeber@kromite.com ), 
and put “DAS - Session” somewhere in your title line. 

Thanks again and we look forward to seeing you all in 
Washington D. C. !!

Erin Baker and Jack Kloeber
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For his numerous contributions to decision analysis, it is 
my pleasure to present the 2007 Frank P. Ramsey Medal 
to Professor Craig W. Kirkwood.

James Dyer, Ron Howard, 
Greg Parnell, Larry Phillips 
 and Ralph Keeney (chair)

2007 Publication Award
2007 Student Paper Award

Craig R. Fox and Robert T. Clemen
“Subjective Probability Assessment in Decision Analy-
sis: Partition Dependence and Bias Toward the Ignorance 
Prior” Management Science, Vol. 51, No. 9, 2005.

The intent of the Publication Award of the Decision Anal-
ysis Society is to recognize the best publication in "de-
cision analysis, broadly defined."  In principle, this can 
include "theoretical work on decision analysis methodol-
ogy (including behavioral decision making and non-ex-
pected utility theory), descriptions of applications, and 
experimental studies."  In fact, one can see from the list 
of finalists that this year's award committee did recognize 
excellent work in areas like behavioral decision making, 
and outstanding applications.  However, the committee 
chose to emphasize contributions to prescriptive decision 
analysis.  Within that, the committee particularly appreci-
ated the fact that the paper by Fox and Clemen also in-
corporated insights from psychological research, that it 
incorporated those insights in a manner that led to pre-
scriptive recommendations, and that those prescriptive 
recommendations were simple enough to be followed by 
a wide range of practitioners.  For those reasons, we felt 
that the paper by Fox and Clemen would have the greatest 
impact on the practice of decision analysis of any paper 
published in 2005.

Finalist
John C. Butler, Alexander N. Chebeskov, James S. 
Dyer, Thomas A. Edmunds, Jianmin Jia and Vladimir 
I. Oussanov,  "The United States and Russia Evaluate 
Plutonium Disposition Options with Multi-attribute 
Utility Theory," Interfaces, Vol. 35, No. 1, January-
February 2005, pp. 88-101
Ronald A. Howard and James E. Matheson, "Influ-
ence Diagrams," Decision Analysis, Vol. 2, No. 3
Joseph Johnson and Jerome Busemeyer, "A Dynamic, 
stochastic, computational model of preference rever-
sal phenomena," Psychological Review, Vol. 112, No. 
4, 2005, pp. 841-861
Bob Winkler and Ilia Tsetlin, "Risky Choices and 
Correlated Background Risk," Management Science, 
Vol. 51, No. 9, September 2005, pp. 1336-1345 

•

•

•

•

Committee Members
Vicki Bier (chair) 
Eric Bickel 
Philippe Delquie 
Don Kleinmuntz 

•
•
•
•

Canan Ulu
"Uncertainty, Information Acquisition, and Technology 

Adoption" (with Jim Smith)

This paper received the highest ranking among all of the 
finalists based on equal weighting and was more polished 
than its closest competitor, both in terms of the writing 
and in the completeness of the proofs.  Overall, we found 
the paper to be of the highest quality, and we felt that it 
exemplified the type of paper that should get this award.  
We noted that the decision was particularly difficult and 
that all of the excellent papers submitted by the finalists 
made the competition very close.

Student paper finalists
Casey Lichtendahl, “Probability Elicitation, Scoring 
Rules, and Cooperation Among Forecasters” (with 
Robert L. Winkler)
Peter Frazier, “A Knowledge Gradient Policy for Se-
quential Bayesian Ranking and Selection” (with Sa-
vas Dayanik, Warren Powell)
Burhaneddin Sandikci, “Estimating the Patient's Price 
of Privacy in Liver Transplantation” (with Oguzhan 
Alagoz, Lisa Maillart, Mark Roberts, Andrew Schae-
fer)
Xianchi Dai, “The Value Heuristic in Judgments of 
Relative Frequency” (with C. Miguel Brendl, Klaus 
Wertenbroch)
Soo-Haeng Cho, “The Optimal Composition of In-
fluenza Vaccines Subject to Random Production 
Yields” 

Committee Members
Kim Thompson (co-chair) 
Eva Regnier (co-chair) 
John Butler
Enrico Decidue 
Steven Shechter

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

2007 Practice Award
The Award Committee (Phil Beccue, Bob Clemen, and 
Karen Jenni) thanks all the finalists for a fine collection of 
strong, practical and influential applications of decision 
analysis, and for making our job a difficult one. Congrat-
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ulations to Katherine Gentil and Shane Knighton for an 
excellent and comprehensive approach for identifying the 
academic degree needs and selecting a portfolio of aca-
demic programs to address those needs for various career 
fields within the USAF.

Winner
Katherine J. Gentil and Shane Knighton 

"Developing Advanced Academic Degree Educational 
Profiles for Career Fields"

Finalists
"Developing Advanced Academic Degree Education-
al Profiles for Career Fields"  Katherine J. Gentil and 
Shane Knighton, USAF
"An Integrated Decision-Making Approach for Im-
proving European Air Traffic Management"  Yael 
Grushka-Cockayne, Bert De Reyck, and Zeger De-
graeve,   London Business School
"Integrated Multi-Criteria Budgeting for Mainte-
nance and Rehabilitation Policies at the Finnish Road 
Administration"  Pekka Mild and Ahti Salo, Helsinki 
University of Technology
"Commercializing Decision Analysis at Weyerhaeus-
er R&D"  Sam Pittman and Craig Whittaker, Weyer-
haeuser Co.

Committee Members
Karen Jenni, Insight Decisions 
Bob Clemen, Duke University 
Phil Beccue, Baxter Bioscience

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

2007 INFORMS Fellows

SRA Distinguished Achievement

Each year INFORMS recognizes "members who have 
made significant contributions to the advancement of 
operations research and the management sciences" as 
INFORMS Fellows.  In 2007 three of the twenty-four 
recognized Fellows are active members of the Decision 
Analysis Society:  Craig Kirkwood, Don Kleinmuntz 
and Jim Smith. 

Congratulations to all three!

DAS Member and University of Wisconsin Professor 
Vicki Bier received the 2007 Society for Risk Analysis 
Distinguished Achievement Award.   The SRA's Dis-
tinguished Achievement Award is awarded for extraor-
dinary achievement in science or public policy relating 
to risk analysis.  The award recognized Professor Bier's 
contributions to the field of probabilistic risk and deci-
sion analysis over several decades and her outstanding 
recent research related to homeland security and critical 

infrastructure protection.  Dr. Bier is a Fellow of the SRA 
and she receive the SRA's Outstanding Service Award in 
2000, which recognized her extraordinary service as the 
Engineering Area Editor for Risk Analysis.   During that 
past two years, Dr. Bier has chaired the DAS committee 
to select the Publication Award.

Kimberely Thompson
President
Society for Risk Analysis
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DAS Officers DAS Council
President:

Craig Kirkwood
Supply Chain Management Department 

W. P. Carey School of Business 
Arizona State University 
Tempe, AZ 85287-4706

Tel: 480.965.6354
Fax: 480.965.8629

craig.kirkwood@asu.edu

President-Elect:
James E. Smith

Fuqua School of Business
Duke University

Durham, NC 27708-0120
Tel: 919-660-7770

jes9@duke.edu

Past President:
Greg Parnell

Department of Systems Engineering
US Militray Academy

West Point, NY 10996-1779
Tel: 845.938.4374
Fax: 845.938.5919

gregory.parnell@usma.edu

Treasurer:
John Butler

B. Freeman School of Business
Tulane University
7 McAlister Dr.

New Orleans, LA 70118
Tel.: 504.865.5442
Fax: 504.865.6751

jbutler5@tulane.edu

Newsletter & Web Editor:
Jason Merrick

Statistical Sciences & Operations Research
Virginia Commonwealth University

PO Box 843083
Richmond, VA 23284-3083

Tel: 804.828.5865
Fax: 804.828.8785
jrmerric@vcu.edu

Ali Abbas
Industrial and Enterprise Systems Engineering

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Urbana, IL, 618

aliabbas@uiuc.edu

Manel Baucells
IESE Business School

Universidad De Navarra
Barcelona 08034

Spain
mbaucells@iese.edu

Eric Bickel
Industrial and Systems Engineering

Texas A & M University
College Station, TX 77843

ebickel@tamu.edu

Karen Jenni
Insight Decisions, LLC.

1616 Seventeenth Street, Suite 268
Denver CO 80202

kjenni@insightdecisions.com

Jason Merrick
Statistical Sciences & Operations Research

Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA 23284-3083

jrmerric@vcu.edu

Jeff Stonebraker
GlaxoSmithKline
Five Moore Drive

PO Box 13398
Research Triangle Park, NC

27709-3398
jeffrey.s.stonebraker@gsk.com


