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From The President

Volume 25, No. 2, August 2006

As I sit down to write my last news-
letter article as DAS President, I am 
reminded of the great contributions 
our members make to our society, our 
companies, and our government.  In 
my travels as President, I have had 
the opportunity to see some of their 
great decision analysis applications 
and research.   I am fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to apply decision 
analysis concepts to the problems and 
opportunities I have faced.  As I con-
tinue to learn more about the global 
economy, energy, environmental, 
homeland security, and international 
security challenges, I am also glad that 
our colleagues are working on many 
of these challenges.

continued on page 2

Greg Parnell

 I would like to update you on some of 
our societies past and future events.

NEW DECSION ANALYSIS 
JOURNAL EDITOR 

L. Robin Keller has been named by 
the INFORMS Board as our next 
Editor-in-Chief for Decision Analy-
sis, effective January 1, 2007. Our 
journal editors-in-chief, Bob Clemen 
and Don Kleinmuntz, will complete 
their second three year assignments 
at the end of this year.  We thank Bob 
and Don for their outstanding service 
as our editors!  We thank Craig Kirk-
wood for his outstanding job as search 
committee chair.

NEW DAS WEBSITE 
COMPLETE!

Jason Merrick and Christina Werner 
have been working with Bob Nau 
to develop a new Decision Analysis 
Society website.  The website has as 
new design and will be much easier 
to maintain.  See Jason’s article in 
this issue.

MEETINGS

Dave Leonhardi with help from Bill 
Klimack and Jack Kloeber did a great 
job organizing the decision analysis 
presentations at the INFORMS Prac-
tice Conference in May in Miami, 
FL.  Decision analysis was well rep-

resented in the conference.  I was very 
impressed with the presentations.  The 
DAS members attending the confer-
ence are already planning to make the 
2007 meeting even better!

Jamie Jia from the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong and Shouyang Wang 
from the Academy of Mathemat-
ics and Systems Science, Chinese 
Academy of Science, organized a 
great decision analysis cluster at IN-
FORMS China 2006 in June.  Seven 
excellent sessions were held at the 
conference.  

On September 15, 2006, I will attend 
and speak at the MARA Conference 
in Berlin, Germany.  MARA is an 
abbreviation for Metodologías para 
la Asignación de Recursos en Ar-
gentina/Alemania.  MARA (www.
projectmara.com) is designed as a 
multi-national and interdisciplinary 
decision analysis research project.  
This year’s objective is to contribute 
to the further institutionalization of 
decision analysis in Germany.  The 
training phase included a 9-day in-
tensive training course in decision 
analysis conducted by Larry Phillips, 
Detlof von Winterfeldt, and Ralph 
Keeney.  This summer’s participants 
are performing resource allocation de-
cision analyses for public and private 
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Announcement
L. Robin Keller Named as 

Next Editor-in-Chief for Decision Analysis

I am pleased to announce that L. Robin Keller has been 
named by the INFORMS Board as the next Editor-in-
Chief for Decision Analysis, effective January 1, 2007.  
She succeeds Robert T. Clemen and Don N. Kleinmuntz, 
the Founding Editors-in-Chief for the journal, whose terms 
are up at the end of 2006.  The Editorial Search and Re-
view Committee for Decision Analysis surveyed a broad 
range of stakeholders for the journal, and we were pleased 
to learn that there is widespread enthusiasm for the jour-
nal.  Readers view the journal as useful to them, and they 
look forward to receiving it.  It was clear from the com-
ments that the journal fills a need, and readers and authors 
are appreciative of the excellent job that Bob Clemen and 
Don Kleinmuntz have done in getting the journal going 
and through its first three years of publication.

Robin Keller is Professor of Operations and Decision 
Technologies at the Paul Merage School of Business, 
University of California, Irvine.  She is a distinguished 
member of the profession who has published in numerous 
journals including Management Science and Operations 
Research.  She has served as a Decision Analysis Depart-
mental Editor for Management Science, as well Chair of 
the Decision Analysis Society and in a variety of other 
important positions within INFORMS and on editorial 
boards for several journals.  In addition, she has served in 
academic leadership roles at the University of California, 
Irvine, and the National Science Foundation.  Her contri-
butions to the field have been recognized by her selection 
as an INFORMS Fellow.

I thank Ralph L. Keeney, Gregory S. Parnell, Andres 
Weintraub, and Candita Gerzevitz, who served with me 
on the Editorial Search and Review Committee.  Robin 
Keller has a variety of ideas for how to build on the great 
work that Bob and Don have done with Decision Analy-
sis, and the Committee is delighted that she has agreed to 
serve as Editor-in-Chief.

Craig W. Kirkwood

organizations in Berlin.  

We have several upcoming meetings that you may want 
to consider:

 •   Our annual INFORMS meeting in Pittsburgh 
on November 5-8, 2006 is fast approaching. Our 
Decision Analysis Cluster Chairs Ali Abbas and Eva 
Regnier have organized a great cluster.   Please attend 
the DAS reception and business meeting at 6:15 PM 
Monday evening.  The location will be online and in 
the program.

•   Society for Risk Analysis Annual Meeting, in 
Baltimore, Maryland on December 3-6, 2006.   Igor 
Linkov and Greg Kiker (leaders of the Decision 
Analysis And Risk Specialty Group) have orga-
nized an excellent set of decision and risk analysis 
sessions.

•  INFORMS Practice Conference: Applying Science 
to the Art of Business, Vancouver, BC, Canada, April 
29, 2007 - May 1, 2007.  Dave Leonhardi is organiz-
ing a decision analysis track this year.

•  INFORMS Puerto Rico International 2007, Rio 
Grande, Puerto Rico, July 8-11, 2007.  Manel 
Baucells will be the Decision Analysis cluster 
chair.

•  INFORMS Annual Meeting 2007, Seattle, WA, 
November 4-7, 2007 

Please let us know if you would like to help organize the 
DA cluster or sessions at any of these meetings.  

DAS ELECTIONS

The Decision Analysis Society activities are led by elected 
officers and council members.  We have a great set of can-
didates for the DAS officers and council.  The candidate 
statements and biographies are this issue.  Vote for the 
candidate of your choice.

CLOSING

I look forward to hearing from you and seeing many of 
you in Pittsburgh.
Remember, Decision Analysis is The Science of Better 
Decisions!

Greg Parnell
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We also wanted the site to be easier to navigate and to find 
the content that you are looking for. There are five main 
headings and each one opens up a list of pages under that 
heading. All the old content is there, but hopefully orga-
nized so that you can find it more easily.

However, the most exciting feature of the new site is the 
ease of adding new content. We can add pages within each 
main heading and even add a new main heading and new 
group of pages. So we are looking for new content that 
you would like to add to the site. As an example, we have 
a video testimonial from a corporate executive about the 
positive impact that decision analysis has had in his cor-
poration. Has decision analysis helped your organization? 
Would you or someone in your organization be willing 
to do a short video explaining how decision analysis has 
helped and what impact it has had? Also, would you like 
to update any of the pages on decision analysis software, 
courses in decision analysis, or related links? What other 
information about decision analysis would you like to add 
to the site?

decision-analysis.society.informs.org

The new Decision Analysis Society website is now open 
for business. The new design is aimed at attracting new 
members, including students, practitioners and interna-
tional members. We hope that you like the new design 
and find it professional, but not bland. 

New DAS Website

President-Elect/President
Jack M. Kloeber, Jr.

I feel extremely honored 
to be nominated for Pres-
ident of the InfORMS 
Decision Analysis So-
ciety.  There are many 
areas in which the DAS 
is exceling, thanks to the 
vision of past and current 
leadership, and the ac-

tive participation by its members. But this success means 
there are even more opportunities for our Society.  My 
focus would be to improve our value to DAS Members, 
DA Customers, and DA Service.   

First, to add value to our members, we need to improve 
our networking with DAAG, InfORMS Roundtable, Cen-
ter for Resource Allocation Excellence, InfORMS Prac-
tice Committee, Society for Risk Analysis and others.  We 
have many untapped resources in terms of practical solu-
tions to DA problems, new talent for DAS, and demand 
for Decision Analysts in these organizations.     

Secondly, we should be striving to add value to our DA 
Customers.  Are the senior mangers in government and 
industry truly being presented with the best alternatives 
and the increased clarity they deserve from current deci-
sion analysis efforts?  Is there a trend regarding which 
element of Decision Quality is lacking?  How can we help 
– academic preparation, standards of analysis, communi-
cation of supported methodologies?  
Finally, we have a chance to dramatically increase our 
Decision Analysis Service by supporting efforts such as 
the Decision Education Foundation with our time, our 
talents, and maybe even our funds.   Let’s find out about 
current efforts in helping non-profit/charitable organiza-
tions make sound decisions, and then challenge members 
and the Society to increase our community support and 
awareness.    

I believe we already have many of the tools in place to 
make great strides in these areas, including the improved 

continued on page 4

We hope that the new design is both pleasing to the eye 
and easy to use. It is important to remember that the site 
is only as good as its content. Now it is up to the society’s 
members to make this site what they need it to be.

Jason Merrick
Christina Werner

Page 3
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for MORS Journal, and was on the Board of Directors 
of the MORS until his retirement in 2000.  Jack recently 
co-chaired a successful annual conference of the practice-
oriented Decision Analysis Affinity Group (DAAG) in 
Baltimore, MD.  

As a member of the DA Society since 1996, he was a 
winning co-author and 2-time referee of the annual DAS 
Practice Awards, currently sits on the DAS Council, and 
serves as the DAS membership chair and representative 
to the InfORMS Practitioner and Practice Activities com-
mittee.

Jack is an active speaker, presenting over 100 times since 
1991 at WSC, MORSS, InfORMS, DAAG, AFORS, and 
various pharmaceutical conferences.

website, the newsletter, our great new journal Decision 
Analysis, the council, the Practitioner’s Conference, the 
academic survey, our awards system, and our first-class 
annual Decision Analysis tracks.    I look forward to work-
ing with you and future members as we continue making 
the Decision Analysis Society the premier organization 
for the Decision Analysis professional.

Biographical Sketch 

Career Postions: Jack retired from his first DA world (De-
partment of the Army) in October, 2000, after 23 years of 
service as a Target Acquisition Platoon Leader, Field Artil-
lery Battery Commander, mathematics instructor at West 
Point, Head of the AFIT Center for Modeling, Simulation, 
and Analysis, and LTC/Associate Professor of Operations 
Research at the Air Force Institute of Technology.  While 
at AFIT, he taught, researched, and applied decision anal-
ysis and combat modeling from 1994 to 2000, working 
with 34 masters’ students and four doctoral students.   

After retirement, and two years of leading the Portfolio 
Management effort for Bristol-Myers Squibb Co., he 
joined the Pharmaceutical Sector of Johnson & Johnson 
(2002).  Jack  now heads up a Portfolio Management 
group, leading portfolio analysis for Pharmaceuticals 
Group senior managers and helping them align portfolio 
decisions with strategic objectives.  He has had to apply 
a multitude of DA tools -Monte Carlo & discrete event 
simulation, influence diagrams, multi-objective decision 
analysis, risk assessment, integer & dynamic program-
ming - to handle the large range of complex decision 
problems confronting these senior managers.  

Education: BS and MS in Industrial Engineering, Lehigh 
University, PhD from Georgia Tech Economic Decision 
Analysis program, ISYE. 

Publications: He has published 14 articles in 9 different 
publications, including Interfaces, Decision and Risk Pol-
icy, Quality Engineering, Decision Sciences, OMEGA, 
International Journal of Industrial Engineering, Military 
Operations Research, Decision Support Systems, and, 
most recently, Decision Analysis.

Service: He has been active in InfORMS/ORSA since 
1991, working on the organizing committee and Publicity 
Chair for the Cinncinati INFORMS conference in 1999.  
He served as Secretary, Track Chair, and Chair of the 
Technical Section of Energy, Natural Resources, and the 
Environment (1995-1998), and member of the INFORMS 
Military Applications Society since 1994.

He has been a presenter, session chair, track chair, and 
advisor for the MORS Decision Analysis Track, reviewer 

James E. Smith

The Decision Analysis Soci-
ety (DAS) membership is di-
verse and includes research-
ers, teachers, practitioners 
and students who are united 
by their desire to learn more 
about decision analysis and 
to improve the quantity and 
quality of applications. I am 
passionate about decision 
analysis and honored to be nominated to run for President 
of DAS.

As I see it, the primary tasks of the DAS leadership are (i) 
to ensure that we have the right mix of forums for inter-
acting and sharing ideas and (ii) to help promote interest 
in and support for decision analysis. DAS currently sup-
ports a variety of forums for interacting and sharing ideas 
including our sessions at the annual INFORMS meetings, 
the INFORMS journals (particularly Decision Analysis, 
but also Management Science and Operations Research), 
our website, this newsletter, and the email distribution 
list.  We help promote interest in the field by sharing good 
ideas and success stories, communicating about poten-
tial job opportunities, and recognizing outstanding con-
tributions with our various prizes (including the Ramsey 
Award, the publication award, the student paper competi-
tion and practice awards).  If I am elected President, I will 
work hard to ensure continued success with these activi-
ties. 

Though we are quite successful with our current activi-
ties, we also need to continually ask ourselves whether 

continued on page 5
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Secretary - Treasurer
John Butler

I would like to be elected 
Secretary/Treasurer of 
the INFORMS Decision 
Analysis Society so that 
I can continue to contrib-
ute to the organization.  I 
have been involved in the 
Society in a variety of 
ways over the years: I co-
chaired the DA track at the 

I was a DAS council member from 2001-2003; I co-
chaired the DAS student paper competition in 2000 and 
2001 and have served as a judge in subsequent competi-
tions; I have helped analyze DAS membership trends; and 
I have maintained (to a varying degree) several web sites 
dedicated to decision analysis. I would enjoy serving the 
members of the DAS in this new capacity and hope that 
you will give me the opportunity to do so.

Biographical Sketch

John Butler is Visiting Assistant Professor of Operations 
and Information Management at Tulane University.   He 
holds a Ph.D. in Management Science and Information 
Systems from the University of Texas.  His research fo-
cuses on the multiattribute utility theory, multi-criteria 
decision making and decision support systems.

we should do something new or different.  For example, 
can we do something to improve interactions between ac-
ademics and decision analysis practitioners?  Can we do 
something to improve communications with those work-
ing in closely related fields like medical decision mak-
ing, risk analysis, judgment and decision making, eco-
nomics, statistics, and artificial intelligence?  Can we do 
something to generate more support for and excitement 
about research in decision analysis?  Should we sponsor 
additional or specialized conferences?  If I am elected 
President, I will continue to ask these kinds of questions 
and will work with the DAS Council, DAS members, IN-
FORMS, and others interested in decision analysis to an-
swer these questions and implement any new initiatives. 

Biographical Sketch

I am a Professor in the Decision Sciences area at the Fuqua 
School of Business at Duke University. I completed my 
B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees at Stanford and have been 
at Duke since 1990. At Duke, my research and teaching 
has focused primarily on decision modeling and decision 
analysis. I have also been involved in curriculum design 
and strategic planning and served as Associate Dean for 
Duke’s MBA program from 2000-2003.  Outside of Duke, 
I have served on the advisory panel for National Science 
Foundation’s Decision, Risk, and Management Science 
program and am currently serving on a National Research 
Council committee considering methods for evaluating 
the Department of Energy’s investments in R&D.

I have served INFORMS and DAS in a variety of ways 
in the past. I served on the DAS Council from 1993-1998 
and 2003-2006 and served as Secretary-Treasurer for the 
Society from 1998-2000. I was a Departmental Editor for 
Decision Analysis at Management Science from 1999-
2004 and have served on the editorial board for Decision 
Analysis since its inception. 

Council

2000 INFORMS meeting and the 2005 IFORS meeting; continued on page 6
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Ali Abbas

It is an honor to be nominat-
ed to run for the Council of 
the Decision Analysis Soci-
ety in this time of complex 
systems, cyber infrastruc-
tures, multiple agents, en-
vironmental issues, home-
land security decisions, and 
bioethics. I feel blessed to 
be in a society with intersections in so many fields and 
I believe we should grasp this opportunity and enhance 
our links with these disciplines through collaborative re-
search. Several years of experience in the oil and gas in-
dustry and extensive academic work in decision analysis 
at Stanford and the University of Illinois have shown me 
the critical importance of creating more bridges between 
academia and industry. I believe our society should pio-
neer the teaching of ethics of decision making to cope 
with the emerging research problems and the world issues 
we face today. If elected, my focus will be on: 

1.  promoting collaborations with other fields: I have 
been fortunate to receive funding from both the En-
gineering and DRMS directorates at the National 
Science Foundation, and I have organized an NSF 
session in the upcoming Pittsburgh conference for 
several program directors to talk about collaborative 
decision research, 

2. promoting the teaching of ethical issues in decision 
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Kazuo J. Ezawa

I am honored to have been nominated for a position on 
the DAS Council, and would welcome the opportunity to 
serve the DAS mission and members.

As a practitioner of decision analysis with twenty years of 

Page 6

making and emphasizing the teaching of decision eth-
ics in our society’s mission statement, 

3. reaching out with decision skills to our local com-
munities and to teens at risk. I would love to share 
with you my recent experience reaching out to teens 
at the juvenile detention centers in Illinois; creating a 
decision hotline for teens at risk, and ongoing volun-
teer work with the Decision Education Foundation, 

4. embracing new comers to our society and creat-
ing new mentorship programs between our senior and 
junior members. 

Thank you all for your consideration and see you in the 
next conference.  

Biographical Sketch

Ali Abbas is an assistant professor in the department of 
Industrial and Enterprise Systems Engineering at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, Urbana–Champaign. He received his 
M.S. in electrical engineering; M.S. in engineering eco-
nomic systems; Ph.D. in management science, and Ph.D. 
(minor) in electrical engineering all from the school of 
engineering at Stanford University. He previously worked 
with Schlumberger Oilfield Services (1991 to 1997), where 
he held several international positions in oilfield explora-
tion, operations management, and international training. 
He also worked on several consulting projects and co-
taught several executive seminars on decision analysis at 
Strategic Decisions Group. He is actively involved with 
the Decision Education foundation and has taught several 
volunteer decision skills workshops to gifted teens and 
at-risk teens in several locations across the nation. His re-
search interests include decision making with incomplete 
information and preferences, dynamic programming, and 
information theory. Ali is the decision analysis cluster co-
chair for the upcoming INFORMS conference, and co-or-
ganizer of the latest international workshop on Bayesian 
inference and maximum entropy methods. He is also a 
Senior Member of the Institute for Electrical and Elec-
tronic Engineers (IEEE). 

His lab web page is netfiles.uiuc.edu/aliabbas/www

experience in pharmaceutical, financial, and telecommu-
nications industries, I would bring a breadth of experience 
to the Council, help to strengthen our Society, and further 
enhance the role of our discipline in the various industries 
in the world.

If I am elected, my primary focus will be i) to create a 
“clearing” for bringing practitioners and researchers to-
gether, ii) bring back “art” of decision analysis as opposed 
to science of decision analysis as discussion/research top-
ic, iii) expand decision analysis beyond English speak-
ing countries.  In particular, I’m personally interested in 
expanding DAS to Japan.  I’m currently conducting deci-
sion analysis training in Tokyo for my current employer.

Biographical Sketch

Kazuo Ezawa is a senior director in the R&D Decision 
Analysis group at Daiichi Sankyo Inc., a Japanese pharma-
ceutical company.  He is responsible for decision analysis 
support for drug development teams in the cardiovascular 
therapeutic area.  Prior to Daiichi Sankyo, he was a direc-
tor in the Decision Analysis and Portfolio Management 
group at Bristol-Myers Squibb, primarily responsible for 
portfolio management.  

In the financial industry, Kazuo was a senior vice presi-
dent of Risk Management at Mondex International, a sub-
sidiary of MasterCard International, responsible for risk 
management of smartcard based electronic cash.  In the 
telecommunication industry, he was at Bell Laboratories 
conducting decision analysis for corporate ventures, and 
R&D portfolio management.  He also developed influ-
ence diagram based decision analytic software called 
“computer-aided decision engineering tool (CADET)” 
and Bayesian network based machine learning system for 
fraud detection.

Kazuo received Ph.D. in Decision Analysis from Engineer-
ing Economic Systems at Stanford University.  His  thesis 
was “Efficient Evaluation of Influence Diagrams”under  
Ross Shachter, and Ron Howard.  Kazuo is a chair of 
Decision Analysis Society Practice Award Competition 
(2004 – present).  He is a founding member of Decision 
Analysis Affinity Group (DAAG), and was a chair for the 
2005 DAAG conference.
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David Leonhardi

It is a great honor to be 
nominated to run for elec-
tion to the council of the 
INFORMS Decision Anal-
ysis Society.  As an industry 
practitioner and an educator 
of decision analysis, I be-
lieve that I have a lot of ex-
perience and insights that I 
can bring to the DAS Coun-

cil to help strengthen the Society especially in the area of 
practitioner related topics.

If elected, I would concentrate my efforts in two areas. 
First, I would work to increase the collaboration between 
practitioners and academics by building upon the work 
that I have done over the last two years, while serving on 
the advisory council / selections committee for the annual 
INFORMS Practitioner’s conference.  Last year we had 
our first formal Decision Analysis track at the conference 
which was very well received.  My personal goal is to 
build the DA portion of the Practitioner’s conference into 
a show case of best practices and applications in Decision 
Analysis where industry practitioners can get new ideas 
and tools along with providing academics with an avenue 
for interacting with industry practitioners.  

The second area would be the DAS Journal.  There are 
a lot of great industry examples of decision analysis ap-
plications just waiting to be documented in the journal.  I 
would like to figure out a way to get more practitioners to 
submit their examples to the journal so that we can create 
a journal which is one of the first choices for decision ana-
lysts when they reach for their reference materials when 
thinking about how to approach a problem.

Thank you for your consideration.  

Biographical Sketch

David Leonhardi has been with Boeing since 1977 and 
has been in a decision consulting role since 1990.  He is 
currently leading the strategic decision making activities 
for Boeing Commercial Airplane’s development program 
associated with the future product line for small airplanes.   
David’s education consists of serving a Boeing Model 
Maker’s apprenticeship, a BA in Accounting, BS in Or-
ganizational Management, a MS in Project Management.  
He currently serves on the INFORMS Advisory Council / 
Selections Committee for the yearly INFORMS practitio-
ners’ conference and has been an invited speaker at Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, University of Wash-
ington Executive MBA Program, INFORMS and PDMA continued on page 8

(Product Development Management Association).  He is 
also an Adjunct Professor at Seattle University teaching 
Graduate level New Product Development and Strategic 
Business Design courses and teaches decision analysis 
and rapid decision modeling course at Boeing.

Jason R. W. Merrick

This is an exciting time for 
the Decision Analysis So-
ciety as our membership 
grows in both numbers and 
diversity. We are attracting 
more practitioners, more 
students and more foreign 
members. I am honored to 
be nominated to the Coun-
cil and look forward to 
helping continue the growth of the society and the field of 
decision analysis.

Over the past two years, I have had several opportunities 
to assist the leadership of the Decision Analysis Society 
in serving the membership and attracting new members. I 
have served as the editor of this newsletter helping to get 
the news out to members about the exciting activities and 
opportunities offered by the society. I also worked with 
Eric Bickel to put together the Decision Analysis Cluster 
at the annual INFORMS meeting in San Francisco last 
year. I truly enjoyed seeing the conference come together 
despite the re-location from New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina and the new rules INFORMS had to institute due 
to space restrictions. The breadth and depth of the work 
presented, both theoretical and applied, gave me confi-
dence that the field of decision analysis was advancing 
strongly and having an impact in the real world. It was a 
pleasure to work with and meet many of you at the meet-
ing. However, perhaps my biggest hope for reaching out 
to new members is the new Decision Analysis Society 
website that I have been involved in developing with 
my student, Christina Werner (yes, that means she is the 
creative one; I’m not that artistic!). You will see an an-
nouncement elsewhere in this newsletter and I look for-
ward to working with you to add new content to the site 
to provide more useful information for both existing and 
potential members.

If elected, I want to use the website and the newsletter 
to attract new members from three areas. Firstly, deci-
sion analysis is both applied heavily in the real world and 
draws from these application areas in its development as a 
scholarly field. Thus practitioners are a critical part of the 

Page 7
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Decision Analysis Society. Secondly, the strong growth 
of the society will only continue if we can attract student 
members. Thirdly, decision analysis is becoming more 
accepted abroad with efforts like Project MARA, making 
international members an important part of the growth of 
the society and the field. So I aim to serve these communi-
ties and the traditional members of the society with use-
ful content on the website and interesting articles in the 
newsletter. I think the field of decision analysis is set to 
have a tremendous impact as its use in medical, financial, 
environmental, and homeland security applications con-
tinues to grow. I hope to support this growth by provid-
ing forums for the exchange of success stories, news and 
information. I look forward to working with you.

Biographical Sketch

I have taught at Virginia Commonwealth University 
(VCU) since 1998 and prior to that I worked in the Insti-
tute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management at George 
Washington University. At VCU, I teach courses in de-
cision analysis, risk analysis and simulation in our mas-
ters program in operations research and in VCU’s new 
program in homeland security. My research is primarily 
in the area of decision analysis and Bayesian statistics. 
I have worked on projects ranging from assessing mari-
time oil transportation and ferry system safety, the envi-
ronmental health of watersheds and optimal replacement 
policies for rail tracks and machine tools and received 
grants from the National Science Foundation, the Federal 
Aviation Administration, the United States Coast Guard, 
the American Bureau of Shipping, and Booz Allen Hamil-
ton, amongst others. I have also performed training for In-
fineon Technologies and Capital One Services. I received 
an MA in mathematics and computation from Oxford 
University and a PhD in operations research from George 
Washington University. For more information, please go 
to http://www.people.vcu. edu/~jrmerric/.

Call for Papers
Algorithmic Operations Research (AOR)

Special Issue on 
OR Modeling Under Uncertainty

DEADLINE: April 1, 2007 

            Guest Editors   
                           

Harvey J. Greenberg (Ed.)                                
University of Colorado at Denver               
Harvey.Greenberg@cudenver.edu              
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John Birge   
University of Chicago
John.Birge@ChicagoGSB.edu

George Klir                                      
Binghamton University (SUNY)         
gklir@binghamton.edu                   

Jürg Kohlas                                                                      
University of Fribourg 
Juerg.Kohlas@unifr.ch
  
Pascal Van Hentenryck                               
Brown University                                              
pvh@cs.brown.edu                   

Ronald R. Yager  
Iona College
yager@panix.com             

   
This issue seeks papers that address alternative measures 
of  uncertainty (probability vs. possibility vs. Dempster-
Shafer vs. rough sets ...) and/or alternative modeling para-
digms (mean-risk vs. recourse vs. chance-constrained vs. 
robust ...). The underlying problem is one with which op-
erations research (OR) is concerned.  The results may be 
algorithmic, or they may be about a model formulation 
and its scope for decision support. Both may be relevant, 
such as the analyzing the meaning of a solution when us-
ing a Monte Carlo method to solve a decomposed optimi-
zation model.

All submissions must be by email, following the AOR re-
quirements and guidelines, which you can obtain at http://
journals.hil.unb.ca/index.php/AOR/information/authors/.  
(A pdf file is preferred, and if accepted, you will need to 
provide the latex source code and all figure files.)  Send 
your submission to any member of the Editorial Board; 
if you submit to an Associate Editor, please cc the Guest 
Editor, Harvey Greenberg. In any case, you should re-
ceive an acknowledgement that your paper was indeed at-
tached, and the editor could open it; if not, please forward 
your email submission to Harvey Greenberg.      
                                                            
Please let other potential authors know about this.  A for-
matted version of this announcement will be posted at 
http://journals.hil.unb.ca/index.php/AOR/
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