
Inside:
From the President .........................1
Ramsey Medal ................................2
Project MARA  ...............................2
DAS Elections  ................................3

Page 1

Council Member Candidates ........3
Award for DAS Member ................5
Call for Papers ................................6
Decision Analysis Journal ..............6

Risk Analysis and DA .....................7
NSF Reviewers Needed ..................8

From The President

Volume 24, No. 2, August 2005

       

     

 

Enjoyed seeing some of you in Ho-
nolulu in June.  In this letter, I would 
like to update you on some of recent 
activities.

IFORS 2005

Special thanks to John Butler and Ja-
mie Jia for organizing an outstanding 
Decision Analysis Cluster at the con-
ference. The reason we know it was 
good was that people actually choose 
to attend our sessions instead of the 
obvious temptations of Hawaii! 

INFORMS 2005
Our annual meeting in News Orleans 
on November 13-16, 2005 is fast 

approaching. Our Decision Analysis 
Cluster Chairs Eric Bickel and Jason 
Merrick have organized a great meet-
ing.   We are also sponsoring a deci-
sion analysis tutorial by Jim Mathe-
son. Please attend the DAS reception 
(and business meeting) on Monday 
evening. Times and locations will be 
online and in the program.

INTERNATIONAL DECISION 
ANALYSIS

This summer, I have had several 
unique opportunities (in addition to 
IFORS in Hawaii) to meet with our 
international colleagues and promote 
decision analysis.
• In June 26-28, I attended the In-
ternational Decision Conferencing 
Forum (IDCF) in Madrid, Spain at the 
invitation of Terry Bresnick.  The an-
nual meeting was organized by Larry 
Phillips. Our host for the meeting was 
Émerson Corrêa. Useful information 
about decision conferencing can be 
found at http://www.lse.ac.uk/collec-
tions/decisionConferencing/
• On June 29-30, I visited Portugal. 
Terry Bresnick and I were hosted by 
Colonel Joao Pedro Cruz Fernandes 
Thomaz of the Portuguese Army.  We 
gave presentations at the Portuguese 
Military Academy and the Ministry 

of Defence.  We also visited Carlos 
António Bana e Costa at the Instituto 
Superior Técnico in Lisbon. 
• On September 13-15 2005, I will be 
attending the Decision Analysis track 
of the  United Kingdom Operational 
Research Society Meeting in Chester 
(http://www.theorsociety.com/).  I 
will also visit Larry Phillips and 
colleagues at the London School of 
Economics after the conference. 
• On September 23, I will travel to 
Buenos Aires, Argentina for a MARA 
(Metodologías para la Asignación de 
Recursos en Argentina/Alemania) 
meeting.  MARA is designed as a 
multi-national and interdisciplinary 
research project in the area Decision 
Analysis. (See article by Martin Schil-
ling in this newsletter.)

DECISION ANALYSIS AND RISK 
SPECIALTY GROUP (DARSG) OR-
GANISED IN SOCIETY FOR RISK 
ANALYSIS 

Igor Linkov and Greg Kiker (with help 
from others including Jeff Keisler) 
have organized the DARSG. The 
DARSG will sponsor conferences, 
training courses, and seminars related 
to risk and decision analysis.  The 
annual SRA meeting in Orlando will 

continued on page 2
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feature several DARSG-sponsored activities including a 
continuing education workshop on “Integrated Risk Com-
munication and Decision Analysis: Process, Methods and 
Tools,” Symposia on “Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis, 
Risk Assessment and Homeland Security Applications” 
and “Environmental Security in Harbors and Coastal 
Areas: Management using Comparative Risk Assessment 
and Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis” as well as several 
topical sessions. 

PARTICIPATION IN DAS

In this newsletter, we announce the candidates for DAS 
council.  Please take time from you busy schedule to vote.   
Also, we have opportunities to participate in non-elected 
DAS activities (e.g., committees and track organizers).  
Please let me know if you would like to participate.

PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS

What have I learned from these activities?  

• International academic decision analysts are educating 
great young men and women to be future professors and 
consultants. 
• There are pockets of decision analysts helping public and 
private decision-makers in many countries.  
• The international decision analysts I met are as excited 
about their work as their American colleagues.
• There are many professional organizations focused on 
various types of decision research and analysis. Many of 
the members of these groups do work most of us would 
consider decision analysis. We need to continue to build 
better relationships with these organizations.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Remember, Decision Analysis is 

The Science of Better Decisions!

Greg Parnell

Project MARA

continued on page 3

SPREADING DECISION ANALYSIS GLOBALLY

Since the Decision Analysis Society was created back 
in 1980, decision analysis has been growing constantly. 
Although the roots of the field can be located in the US, in 
recent years more and more decision-analytic “communi-
ties” have emerged world wide. One objective of the DAS 
is to contribute to spreading knowledge in the area Deci-
sion Analysis and to encourage the application of decision 
analysis to real problems. Aligned with these objectives, a 
group of PhD students of the London School of Economics 
and assistant professors of the University of Buenos Aires 
recently created the research project MARA (Metodologías 
para la Asignación de Recursos en Argentina). Since 
September 2004 an international team of 15 students and 
“young academics”, mainly from Argentina and Germany 
have been working to realize this initiative.  

OBJECTIVES
The core idea of the project is to increase the profile of 
decision analysis in both academia and organisations. 
MARA 2005 is, therefore, based on three objectives: 
Firstly, to create value for decision analysis in Argentina. 
The purpose is to spread knowledge about the field and 
to contribute to the development of the area by “merging 
methodologies”. This merger is facilitated by the academic 
support of the more MCDA-focused “School of Decision 
Analysis” at the London School of Economics and the more 
risk-modelling focused decision scientists at the Univer-
sity of Buenos Aires. Secondly, the project aims to create 
value for the approximately 30 international participants, 
providing training in decision analysis and opportunities to 
write theses and papers. Finally, MARA aims to add value 
to its partner organisations by sending teams of students 
and young academics to the five partner organisations to 
help in the resolutions of real-world problems and issues 
through the application of decision analysis.

PARTNERS/PARTICIPANTS
MARA 2005 is supported, amongst others, by the Univer-
sity of Buenos Aires, the London School of Economics, 
the Argentinean Ministry of Science and Education, the 
Argentinean Ministry of Energy, the British Embassy to 
Argentina, the German Embassy to Argentina, Siemens 
Argentina, Volkswagen Argentina, BASF Argentina, Scher-
ing Argentina and the Argentinean think-tank CIPPEC. 
Participants are mainly students and assistant professors of 
the departments “Teoría de la Decisión” at the University of 
Buenos Aires, MSc and PhD students of the London School 
of Economics and scholarship holders of the Foundation 
of German Business. 

Larry Phillips has been selected to receive the 2005 Ramsey 
Award for distinguished contributions to the field of decision 
analysis.  The award will be presented at the INFORMS 
annual meeting in New Orleans in November.

Ramsey Medal
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Bob Bordley and Jeff Keisler will complete their terms 
on the Decision Analysis Society Council at the end of 
this year, and therefore we will be holding an election 
for two new Council members.  Thanks to everyone 
who nominated people to run for these positions, and 
the Nominating Committee had many excellent potential 
candidates to consider.  I am pleased to announce that 
the candidates for these Council positions are J. Eric 
Bickel (Texas A&M University), Karen Jenni (Geoma-
trix Consultants Incorporated), Kara M. Morgan (U. S. 
Food and Drug Administration), and Eva D. Regnier 
(Naval Postgraduate School).  A special thanks to Jack 
Kloeber and Jim Smith, the current Council members 
who served with me as the Nominating Committee this 
year.  Please watch for the announcement about the elec-
tion, and don’t forget to vote!
Craig W. Kirkwood

DAS Elections

J. Eric Bickel

Position Statement

It is an honor to be nominated to run for election to the 
Council of the INFORMS DA Society, and appear on 
the same slate with my esteemed and well-qualified col-
leagues.

As a researcher, educator, and practitioner of decision 
analysis, I believe I can bring a breadth of experience to 
the Council that will help strengthen our Society and fur-
ther increase the use and appreciation of our profession. 
As a society I believe we need to continue to support and 
strive to integrate research, education, and practice (46% 
of DAS members are practitioners and 39% are academics, 
while INFORMS at large has twice as many academics as 
practitioners.). Towards this end and if elected, I would 
place particular emphasis on the following areas: (1) En-
courage national research funding agencies (e.g., NSF) to 
support decision analysis research, (2) Continue to sup-
port our journal with particular emphasis on its inclusion 
in our academic libraries, (3) Work with INFORMS, as 
it changes the annual conference program, to ensure that 
the decision analysis track retains its breadth and quality, 
(4) Increase the visibility and quality of decision analytic 
topics at the INFORMS annual practice conference, and 
(5) Strengthen our relationship with practitioner focused 
societies such as DAAG.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Biographical Sketch

Eric Bickel is an assistant professor in the Department 
of Industrial and Systems Engineering at Texas A&M 
University, where he is developing a decision analysis pro-

Council Member CandidatesPROJECT OUTLINE & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
The project is structured in three phases: The aim of the 
initial “MARA Laboratory Phase” (mid June – mid July 
2005) was to provide the participants with language, cul-
tural and methodological training. Two DAS members, 
Larry Phillips from the London School of Economics, 
and Roberto Ley-Borras from Consultoría en Decisiones, 
Mexico, representing the “Stanford School”, provided the 
participants during this phase with modelling skills. This 
methodological knowledge is subsequently been applied 
to “real-world” problems during the “MARA Organisa-
tional Phase” (mid July – mid September 2005). MARA 
teams are currently developing decision-analytic models 
to, amongst others, enhance customer service strategies, 
to optimise regional sales networks, to allocate marketing 
budgets efficiently and to develop optimal project portfo-
lios in the NGO sector. The results of the projects will be 
presented at the end of the “MARA Documentation Phase” 
during the final conference in Buenos Aires at the end of 
September. 

NEXT STEPS
If the project results are promising, the initiative will be 
repeated in the forthcoming year in Germany. The focus 
of MARA 2006 will be to include a greater variety of 
project partners from the private, governmental and non-
governmental sectors. In addition, more representatives of 
different “Schools of Decision Analysis”, especially from 
the U.S., will be invited next year. As “institutional output” 
of the project the founders of the initiative aim to create 
a virtual “Centre for Decision and Negotiation Analysis”, 

continued on page 4
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gram. Prior to joining Texas A&M University, Eric was a 
Senior Engagement Manager at Strategic Decisions Group 
(SDG), where he applied decision analysis to corporate 
strategy in oil and gas, power, chemicals, metals, mining, 
pharmaceuticals, biotech, and other industries. In addi-
tion, he co-led SDG’s Client Education practice. Eric also 
practiced decision analysis at Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratories. He holds a B.S. in mechanical engineering 
from New Mexico State University and both an M.S. and 
PhD. from the Department of Engineering-Economic 
Systems at Stanford University. Eric is currently the deci-
sion analysis cluster co-chair for the upcoming INFORMS 
annual conference.

Karen Jenni

Position Statement

The Decision Analysis Society and the annual INFORMS 
meetings have been of tremendous personal and profes-
sional benefit for me.  As one of only a few DA practitioners 
with a larger company, these meetings have provided me 
a vital link to the DA community.   It would be an honor 
to serve on the DAS Council, to help build stronger links 
between full-time decision analysis practitioners and 
decision science researchers and to enhance the benefits 
of the society to all its members.  I believe the Society 
can provide an excellent forum for creating better syner-
gies between practitioners looking for improved decision 
analytic support for real-world problems and academic 
researchers hungry for the “next generation” of research 
questions.  One way the Society and its Councilors can 
contribute to the that goal is by more actively recruiting and 
welcoming newcomers to the society, including those from 
“non-traditional” DA backgrounds, and by encouraging and 
facilitating dialogue between researchers and practitioners 
about their needs and interests.  This would be my primary 
goal if elected to the Council.

As a decision analyst in an environmental engineering and 
consulting company, I am also acquainted with the unique 

challenges in-house decision analysts face in convincing 
colleagues of the benefits of DA thinking and analyses.  
Outside the fields where DA is better entrenched, many are 
at first skeptical and resistant.  We often need to convince 
people first that DA isn’t just a “made-up science” and 
then apprise them of the benefits.   While simply having a 
professional society is a great benefit, I believe it would be 
worthwhile for the Society and the Council to focus some 
effort on helping its members promote the field, perhaps 
by leveraging INFORMS’s “Science of Better” branding 
efforts.

Biographical Sketch

Karen Jenni is currently a Principal and a member of the 
Board of Directors at Geomatrix Consultants, Inc.  She 
earned her B.S in Mathematical and Computational Scienc-
es from Stanford in 1986, and then learned about decision 
analysis during her first “real job” as a consultant at Ap-
plied Decision Analysis.  At ADA she worked on projects 
ranging from small market analyses to the development 
and implementation of multi-year, multi-facility prioritiza-
tion and budgeting tools.  She gave her first professional 
presentation on one of those projects at an ORSA/TIMS 
meeting in 1989, and has been a member of INFORMS 
ever since.  In 1992 she decided to take a few years off 
from consulting to formalize her decision science educa-
tion, ultimately completing her Ph.D. in Engineering and 
Public Policy at Carnegie Mellon in 1997.  Her research 
focused on how individuals prioritize hazards or risks, and 
on what attributes lay people believe are appropriate to take 
into account in making policy decisions related to hazards 
and risks.  After Carnegie Mellon, she returned to ADA and 
then joined Geomatrix in 1999.  She has been working to 
integrate decision analysis thinking and practice into the 
company’s environmental consulting and engineering busi-
ness.  Her current areas of interest include using decision 
analysis methods to support large-scale environmental 
policy decisions (with all their attendant politics) and 
working with large companies to develop consistent and 
cost-effective corporate-wide strategies for dealing with 
specific environmental issues.

Kara Morgan

Position Statement

I have been a part of the Decision Analysis Society and the 
Society for Risk Analysis since 1997.  Since my areas of 
research and interest overlap the two societies, I have al-
ways been interested in finding common ground. There is a 
current movement underway to develop a decision analysis 
specialty group at the Society for Risk Analysis. I have been 
involved in these discussions and hope to establish a formal 

continued on page 5
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relationship between that group and DAS, to ensure that the 
resources from both are appropriately leveraged.  When I 
was a DAS councilor, I saw the need for travel funding to 
encourage students to attend the INFORMS meetings, and 
subsequently worked to establish the DAS student travel 
award. I would be honored to serve DAS once again in this 
capacity, helping DAS to grow and thrive.

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Kara Morgan is the Senior Advisor for Risk Analysis 
in the Office of Policy and Planning in the Office of the 
Commissioner at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.  
She earned her Ph.D. in Engineering and Public Policy at 
Carnegie Mellon University in 1999, and her Masters in 
Environmental Science from the School of Public and En-
vironmental Affairs at Indiana University in 1995.  She has 
thirteen years of experience in risk and decision analysis.  
Dr. Morgan’s research interest focuses on developing tools 
to support effective risk management decisions in the face 
of uncertainty.  She is also very interested in the develop-
ment of risk communication for supporting improved 
decision-making.

Eva Regnier

Position Statement

I am very honored to have been nominated for a position 
on the DAS Council, and would be happy to serve the 
DAS mission and members. While much of the OR/MS 
community has progressed to the point where most of their 
theoretical advances are incremental, DAS members are 
still making revolutionary contributions. At the same time, 
the DAS is most actively involved to ground-breaking ap-
plications, formulating new problems and working with 
clients who in some cases have never previously heard of 
OR, MS, or DA.

As a relatively new member of four years, I would like to 
work to advance the goals of the Council and the mem-
bership. As I have a fresh appreciation of the importance 
of the DAS mission, I would particularly like to see the 
contributions of decision analysts more widely understood, 

appreciated, and applied. DAS members already spread DA 
tools and concepts through our teaching, our research and 
our problem-solving. We can also increase the visibility of 
DA among the rest of the OR/MS community by marketing 
the sub-profession to the rest of the OR/MS community, 
disseminating our contributions through the Decision 
Analysis journal and other outlets, and the expanding the 
membership. Many in the OR/MS community are not aware 
that key innovations in the broader field were made by DAS 
members. We can also increase the understanding of DA 
with potential users by taking opportunities to talk about 
and write up our contributions and systematically identify 
them as DA. The Decision Education Foundation is already 
doing for potential users who are still in high school.

Biographical Sketch

Eva Regnier is an Assistant Professor of Decision Sciences 
at the Naval Postgraduate School, Defense Resources Man-
agement Institute, teaching quantitative decision methods 
to government decision-makers from around the world. 
Her current research concerns modeling and improving 
decision-making with respect to environmental uncer-
tainty, including weather-related variables and energy and 
fuels prices, as well as the application of multi-objective 
decision-making methods to public regulatory and pro-
gramming decisions. Eva received her Ph.D. in Economic 
Decision Analysis in 2001 and her M.S. in Operations 
Research from Georgia Tech in the School of Industrial 
and Systems Engineering, where she was supported by 
a graduate research fellowship from the Department of 
Energy and was awarded an NSF fellowship. She also has 
a B.S. in Environmental Engineering from MIT.

Eva is currently the junior Chair of Meetings in the IN-
FORMS Women in Operations Research and Management 
Science subdivision and the co-chair of the DAS student 
paper competition. She is also a board member of Land-
Watch Monterey County, a land-use policy organization, 
and is applying her DA background to developing a multi-
objective project evaluation model for LandWatch. She has 
been putting other life skills to good use as a Big Sister in 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Monterey County, and just cel-
ebrated her third anniversary as Big Sister to a wonderful 
9-year-old, Shantey.

Bob Bordley received the Chairman’s Honor Award from 
General Motors, the company’s highest honor, for his 
work using influence diagrams for cutting corporate costs 
by hundreds of millions of dollars. This will be the second 
time he has received this honor.

Award for DAS Member

Page 5
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Call for Papers
Don Kleinmutz & Bob Clemen

Special Issue on 
Psychology and Decision Analysis

Decision Analysis, a journal of the Institute for Operations 
Research and the Management Sciences, is soliciting sub-
missins for a special issue on psychological topics associ-
ated with decision analysis. Articles may draw from any 
relevant area of psychology including cognitive, social, and 
organizational, and may focus on any aspect of the decision 
analysis process. We welcome contributions that address 
impliations of psychological theories for decision analysis; 
elicitation of beliefs, preferences, and risk attitudes; and 
aspects that have received only limited attention in past 
research, such as problem formulation, creative generation 
of alternatives, or post-decision implementation. Empirical 
evidence may be derived from either laboratory or field 
studies, so long as there is a clear connection between the 
research setting and the practice of decision analysis.

This special issue will be jointly edited by Professor George 
Wu of the University of Chicago, serving as guest editor, 
and Professor Don Kleinmuntz of the University of Il-
linois at Urbana-Champaign, currently co-editor-in-chief 
of the journal. The special issue is tentatively scheduled 
for publication in 2006. Manuscripts will be considered 
as they are submitted, but for full consideration should 
be submitted by the deadline, which has been extended 
to October 31, 2005. Articles not accepted for the special 
issue may be considered for publication in subsequent is-
sues of the journal.

How to Submit a Paper

Please submit your paper electronically by email attach-
ment to co-editor Don Kleinmuntz (dnk@uiuc.edu). 
Include in your cover letter a statement that you wish 
your paper to be considered for the special issue. All sub-
missions will be peer-reviewed. For information about 
the journal, including instructions to authors, please visit 
http://da.pubs.informs.org. We also encourage authors to 
review the journal’s editorial objectives below and to ensure 
that submissions are suitable for the journal in both style 
and substance. If you have questions about whether your 
submission fits the objectives of the special issue, please 
feel free to contact either Don Kleinmuntz or George Wu 
(wu@gsb.uchicago.edu).

Editorial Objectives

Decision Analysis is dedicated to advancing the theory, 
application, and teaching of all aspects of decision analy-
sis. The primary focus of the journal is to develop and 
study operational decision-making methods, drawing on 
all aspects of decision theory and decision analysis, with 
the ultimate objective of providing practical guidance 
for decision makers. As such, the journal aims to bridge 
the theory and practice of decision analysis, facilitating 
communication and the exchange of knowledge among 
practitioners and researchers in academia, business, in-
dustry, and government. Articles will contribute to these 
goals in many ways, using a wide variety of methods and 
approaches. For example, articles might discuss new or 
existing algorithms, procedures, or processes for imple-
menting decision analysis; develop new theory or empirical 
studies related to cognitive, organizational, or social issues 
that have implications for decision analysis; propose and 
test innovative uses of information technology to perform 
decision analysis; or raise issues related to the application 
of decision analysis in real-world situations. Articles should 
generally remain faithful to the intellectual foundations of 
decision theory and decision analysis. However, the journal 
welcomes original contributions that genuinely challenge 
the field, for example by showing how concepts, ideas, 
and methods from other fields can improve the theory or 
practice of decision analysis. The journal also publishes 
articles that review and summarize important topics or 
advances of interest to decision analysts or that provide 
original historical, scholarly, or practical perspectives on 
the field. In addition, the journal encourages articles that 
support the teaching of best practices, such as state-of-
the-art applications, case studies, and tutorial articles on 
decision-analysis methods.

Decision Analysis Journal

SPECIAL ISSUES
In the December, 2004, issue of this Newsletter, we wrote 
about ways to increase the rate of submissions to Decision 
Analysis, a key factor associated with the long-term viabil-
ity of a new journal. One idea that we mentioned, publish-
ing special issues, received the most positive response. 

Page 6
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Risk Analysis & DA

Decision analysis and  risk   assess-
ment are often used to support envi-
ronmental decision making.  While 
each discipline operates within its 
own set of methods and tools, some 
decisions may benefit from the fusion 
of the two disciplines.  In risk analy-
sis, people do make decisions, but 
these are not explicitly documented 
(i.e. which model to use, which 
pathways to consider, which stake-
holders to include, etc.).  Decision 
makers operating in a risk analysis 
setting may benefit from the structure 
provided by decision analysis when, 
for example, tradeoffs must be made 
between risks (e.g., ecological vs. 
human health risks), alternatives 
need to be clarified and selected, 
and when there is some dynamic 
possibility of resolving uncertainty. 

Realization of the need to combine 
efforts has resulted in creation of 
the Society for Risk Analysis (SRA) 
Decision Analysis and Risk Specialty 
Group (DARSG).  Jeff Keisler, Kara 
Morgan, and Greg Parnell of DAS 
were instrumental in formulating the 
scope of the specialty group activities 
as well as possible ideas for future 
SRA-DAS collaboration.  Similar 
to other SRA Specialty Groups, this 
group will provide leadership and 
play an active role in advancing the 
use of decision analysis and risk as-
sessment tools in policy and practice, 
and it will also facilitate knowledge 
development and idea exchange.  
The interdisciplinary nature of this 
specialty group implies close ties 
and joint activities with other SRA 

your best work to us!

You can contact Bob Clemen at 
clemen@mail.duke.edu and Don 
Kleinmuntz at dnk@uiuc.edu. The 
URL for Decision Analysis is http://
da.pubs.informs.org/.

continued on page 8

DAS Officers
We are pleased to report that our first 
special issue on Graph-Based Meth-
ods is nearing completion. Although 
it is too soon to reveal full details, 
we can say that the centerpiece of the 
special issue will be the publication 
of “Influence Diagrams,” by Ron 
Howard and Jim Matheson. A number 
of other papers will reflect the current 
state of research on using graph-based 
methods in decision analysis. Look 
for this special issue to appear before 
the end of 2005.

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you 
will find an announcement and call 
for papers for a special issue on 
Psychology and Decision Analysis, 
to be edited by George Wu and Don 
Kleinmuntz. Please note that the 
previously announced deadline for 
submissions has been extended to 
October 31, 2005. If you have a paper 
that is nearing completion but might 
miss the deadline, we encourage you 
to communicate with George or Don 
to let them know when to expect your 
submission. 

We are working on several additional 
ideas for special issues. By the end 
of 2005, you should receive a call for 
papers for another special issue, and 
we hope to announce one or two more 
during 2006.

ARTICLES ON REAL OPTIONS TO 
APPEAR. 
We are pleased to announce that an 
upcoming regular issue of Decision 
Analysis will include “Using Binomi-
al Trees to Solve Real Option Valua-
tion Problems,” by Luiz Brandao, Jim 
Dyer, and Warren Hahn. The article 
will be accompanied by a comment 
by Jim Smith and a response by Bran-
dao, Dyer, and Hahn. We believe that 
this series of articles will be of great 
interest to anyone who wants to know 
more about modeling and evaluating 
real options.

As always, your support and ideas are 
appreciated. And please do submit 
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specialty groups, especially with Eco-
nomics, Ecological Risk Assessment, 
and Risk Communication.  According 
to the by-laws, the group will be led 
by the President and the Secretary-
Treasurer with support of the Past 
President and the President-Elect.  
Igor Linkov (Cambridge Environmen-
tal) and Gregory Kiker (University of 
Florida) will serve as officers until the 
first election is held.

The SRA annual meeting in Orlando 
will feature several DARSG-spon-
sored activities that may be of interest 
to DAS members.  It will include a 
continuing education workshop on 
“Integrated Risk Communication and 
Decision Analysis: Process, Methods 
and Tools,” as well as symposia on 
“Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis, 
Risk Assessment and Homeland 
Security Applications,” “Tools for 
Risk-Based Decision Making and 
Scenario Planning,” “Landscape and 
Watershed Scale Decision Analysis 
and Ecological Risk Assessment,” and 
“Environmental Security in Harbors 
and Coastal Areas: Management us-
ing Comparative Risk Assessment and 
Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis” in 
addition to several topical sessions.  
We also plan to have a DARSG busi-
ness meeting and reception.

We would like to solicit your ideas on 
activities and topics you would like 
us to address.  While we are develop-
ing a web site, you can register and 
submit your ideas through the web 
at www.risktrace.com/darsg .  Please 
feel free to contact Igor (Linkov@Ca
mbridgeEnvironmental.com) or Greg 
(gkiker@ufl.edu). 

Accepting nominations for NSF 
Graduate Research Fellowship Pro-
gram Panelists

On behalf of the National Science 

NSF Reviewers

Foundation (NSF), ASEE is ac-
cepting nominations for panelists 
to evaluate applications for NSF’s 
Graduate Research Fellowship Pro-
gram (GRFP).  NSF annually awards 
approximately 1,000 fellowships to 
outstanding students in the science, 
technology, engineering and math-
ematics disciplines. Fellowship ap-
plications are categorized by field 
and evaluated by a panel of experts 
specializing in the application field; 
each panel recommends the names of 
potential awardees to NSF.

We are recruiting experts to serve 
on the social sciences panels, par-
ticularly researchers in the commu-
nications, decision making, laws and 
social sciences, risk analysis and sci-
ence policy disciplines.  NSF seeks 
diverse panels composed of outstand-
ing researchers from a wide range of 
institutions, geographic locations, 
and backgrounds.  Potential panelists 
should be knowledgeable of NSF’s 
Merit Review Criteria and capable of 
evaluating interdisciplinary propos-
als.  (For a detailed categorization of 
all NSF-supported fields, please re-
fer to the Program Announcement at 
www.nsf.gov/grfp). 

GFRP applications will be reviewed 
and evaluated over a three-day pe-
riod in February 2006 in the metro 
DC area.  NSF pays directly for pan-
elists’ travel costs and provides pan-
elists the agency’s “Flat Rate Free” 
to cover lodging and meals. In 2005, 
there were 29 such panels requiring 
over 500 panelists.

Interested researchers can register 
online at www.nsfgradfellows.org/
panelist. Registrations must be re-
ceived by early September 2005 for 
consideration for the 2006 evaluation 
panels. For additional information, 
please contact ASEE at 1-866-673-
4737 or panelist@nsfgradfellows.
org.


