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President’s Message 

 
This past Winter Simulation Conference was host to a particularly memorable 
occasion, with the Lifetime Professional Achievement Award celebration for 
Dick Nance’s receipt of the award for 2008 joined by Harold Hixson and 
Julian Reitman, two of the three founders of the original 1967 simulation 
conference.  (Arnold Ockene, the third founder, was unfortunately unable to 
attend).  They reminisced about the origins, and about the current state, and 
potential future for simulation – a moment to remember. 
 
One of Dick’s comments was about the importance of international 
perspectives about simulation, a view that I share (full disclosure – I’m still 
happily in France).  Indeed, participation from abroad has remained strong 
over the past two years, and we have added sponsorship to international events, 
including the UK Operational Research Society’s 4th Simulation Workshop 
(April 1-2, 2008).  That event, the “Efficient Monte Carlo: From Variance 
Reduction to Combinatorial Optimization - A Conference on the Occasion of 
R.Y. Rubinstein's 70th Birthday” in Denmark (July 14-18, 2008), the Sixth St. 
Petersburg Workshop on Simulation in Russia (June 27-July 3, 2009) and other 
events listed on the informs-sim.org www site, attest to the broad spectrum of 
the international flavor of the simulation community.  The different 
perspectives and focus areas that may vary from country to country provide 
interesting food for thought.  Viva la différence.  There continues to be strong 
international representation at the WSC in the US as well. 
 
Another exciting opportunity that was announced unexpectedly was Bob 
Sargent’s generous initiation toward the creation of an endowment to support 
the Simulation Archives at NCSU.  If you would like to know more about that 
archive, and what is involved with supporting it (or even how to help!), please 
see http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/specialcollections/find/simulation.html.  
 
Many thanks to the individuals that I’ve had the pleasure to work with over the 
past few years.  Mike Kuhl will be taking the helm as President of I-Sim this 
summer, and I-Sim is in very capable hands with his leadership.  I would also 
like to thank Seong-Hee Kim, Nilay Argon, Russell Barton.  Russell Cheng 
and John O. Miller have agreed to continue another year in their roles on the I-
Sim Council.  I’d also like to thank outgoing Council Members Martha 
Centeno and Pres White, with Pres doing double duty representing I-Sim on 
the INFORMS Subdivision Council.  Finally, Pete Welch, Jeff Hong, Raghu 
Pasupathy, Jim Wilson, Barry Nelson and Bob Sargent have all played very 
helpful roles.  That doesn’t even include the many committee members and 
chairs for I-Sim.  Thank you.   

Continued on Page 3 
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INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter is published in the Spring and Fall of each year by the INFORMS Simulation Society.
Membership in the Simulation Society is independent of membership in Institute for Operations Research and the Management 
Sciences.  The annual membership fee for non-INFORMS members is $20.00; INFORMS members may join for $10.00.  The fee for
students and retired members who are also members of INFORMS is $5.00. 

 
 

To join, call 1-800 4 INFORMS (from the USA) or  (+1)(410) 850-0300 (from outside the USA). Or point your web browser to http://www.informs-
sim.org/join.html. Or contact the secretary, Nilay Argon. His address information appears on the front cover. Please pass along this announcement to others 
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Please pass along printouts of the newsletter to friends 
and colleagues, or let them know about the INFORMS 
Simulation Society World Wide Web page.  You’ll get 

more than just a newsletter.  Its URL is 
 

http://www.informs-sim.org/ 
 

 
This web page is designed to be a general source of information and WWW links for 
the simulation community, with a particular focus on society interests and activities.  
There are often additional special items, such as WSC’06, and upcoming INFORMS 
conferences. 

Editor’s Corner 
 
Welcome to the Spring issue of the INFORMS Simulation Society 
Newsletter. After a long winter, spring is finally here! 
 
This newsletter celebrates the accomplishments of many people. Richard 
Nance, Professor Emeritus of Virginia Tech won the Lifetime Professional 
Achievement Award; Chirstos Alexopoulos, David Goldsman, Philippe 
Duchon, Philippe Flajolet, Guy Louchard and Gilles Schaeffer won the 
Outstanding Pulication Award. 
 
I also want to reminder you that the ballots for this year’s I-Sim election 
are included at the end of the newsletter along with brief introductions to 
all candidates. Please submit your vote by May 31st.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the members for your contribution and 
support for the newsletter. I hope that this newsletter can continue to be a 
platform for the I-Sim to pass around the information and share their good 
news and experiences. 
 
Jeff 
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President’s Message Continued 
 
Please remember that this Newsletter also has a new 
election ballot – there are a number of outstanding 
candidates for the position of Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and two positions for the I-Sim 
Council.  Please see the ballot to learn more about the 
candidates, and instructions of how to send your vote 

to Russell Barton.  The future of I-Sim is in good 
hands, no matter which of these fine candidates is 
elected.  I encourage you to vote.  With best wishes, 
 
 

-- Steve Chick 

 
Secretary’s Corner 

 

 
The percentage of expired I-Sim memberships makes a 
peak in January every year. This year, about two thirds 
of our members have already renewed their 
memberships by the end of January. Thanks to all of you 
for supporting I-Sim!  
 
I would like to point the remaining one third of our 
members and also non-members to 
https://renew.informs.org/  or http://www.informs-
sim.org/join.html for useful information about renewing 
INFORMS and I-Sim memberships.  Please keep in 
mind that I-Sim membership comes with several 
benefits:  
 

* $150 discount off the regular non-member 
registration fee to WSC.   

* Special registration fee of $135 to WSC for 
retired members.  

* Bi-annual electronic newsletter.  
* Awards: Outstanding Publication Award, 

Distinguished Service Award, and Lifetime 
Professional Achievement Award.  

* Monthly list serve announcements containing 
critical information for the simulation 
community.  

* Network with great people with an 
opportunity to make a positive contribution 
to the profession.  

* Volunteer leadership opportunities.  
 
I would like to especially emphasize the last two items 
in the above list as I near the end of my term as 
Secretary. I-Sim has always been an exceptional 
community that supports and creates many opportunities 
for junior members to excel in their careers.  
 
 
Cheers! 
 
Nilay Tanik Argon   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ph.D. Colloquium 
Wai-Kin Chan 

 
The Ph.D. Colloquium at the 2007 WSC in 

Washington DC was a great success, with 24 
participants from Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Israel, Pakistan, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. Topics ranged from advances in optimization 
using simulation, to applications of simulation 
techniques in diverse industries (railways, lumber) to 
urban planning. Ray J. Paul led a stimulating discussion 
on the true meaning of a researcher's discipline in his 
keynote address during the Ph.D. luncheon. The 
following support was provided to the participants: 

1)   $100 reimbursement for the conference 
registration from the General Chair of 
WSC2007; 

2)   complimentary one-year membership from the 
INFORMS Simulation Society; and 

3)   the ACM/SIGSIM-sponsored complimentary 
luncheon. 

 
In addition to the presentations, poster session, and 

complementary luncheon, students have had the 
opportunity to have their papers considered for the I-



 INFORMS-Sim News • SPRING 2008 

4 

Sim/ACM-SIGSIM Best Student Paper awards 
(instituted since 2006). 

 
Two winners have been selected based on their 

papers and the Colloquium presentations. The best 
computer science-focused paper was given to Gareth 
Evans from the University of Queensland, Australia, for 
his presentation on "Parallel Cross-Entropy 
Optimization", and the best OR/MS focused paper was 
awarded to Kuo-Hao Chang of Purdue University, 
whose presentation was titled "Stochastic Trust Region 
Gradient-Free Method (STRONG) -A New RSM-based 
Algorithm for Simulation Optimization". 

 

The 2008 Colloquium promises to be an equally 
exciting opportunity for Ph.D. students to present their 
work to an audience of peers. Minor procedural changes 
will be introduced for the 2008 phd colloquium program. 

 
Stay tuned for further details!  For more information, 

check the phd-colloquium section at the WSC08 website 
at wintersim.org, or contact co-chairs Soumyadip Ghosh 
at ghoshs@us.ibm.com , Victor Chan at chanw@rpi.edu 
or Durk-Jouke van der Zee at d.j.van.der.zee@rug.nl. 

 
 
 

 
 
Puzzle Posed 
Raghu Pasupathy
 
A rod of length 1  is broken, at random locations, into 
four pieces. What is the probability that the four pieces 

are the sides of a trapezoid?  Recall that a trapezoid is a 
quadrilateral with at least one pair of sides parallel.   

 
 
Financial Status of Simulation Archive Endowment Fund 
Robert G. Sargent
 
An incubator fund for the Simulation Archive 
Endowment was established in December 2007 by 
Robert G. Sargent with a donation of $5000. As part 
of establishing this incubator fund, the Friends of the 
NCSU Libraries gave $500.  For the incubator fund to 
become a regular endowment fund, a minimum of 
$15,000 is needed.  

Currently the incubator fund contains $8,600. Since 
the incubator fund was established, the Department of 
Information Systems and Computing of Brunel 
University has given $1,500 and a total of $1,600 has 
been given by Jim and Mary Wilson, Steve Roberts, 
and Julian and Frieda Reitman. 

 
 
INFORMS Simulation Society Business Meeting 
2007 INFORMS Annual Meeting                                                    
Seattle, WA, November 4, 2007 
Nilay Argon
 
Mike Kuhl, Vice President, called the meeting to order 
at 6:17 pm.  

Each person at the meeting introduced themselves (name 
and affiliation). 

Chun-Hung Chen gave a report on the first INFORMS 
Simulation Society Workshop. He noted that the 

workshop was very successful with five keynote 
speakers, more research discussions than regular 
conferences, and a good financial outcome (thanks to 
INSEAD and NSF for support). Extended abstracts for 
the talks are provided at http://www.insead.edu/issrw/ 
and an ACM TOMACS special issue is in progress. 
Mike Kuhl and John Fowler are open to ideas for the 
next workshop.   
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Mike Kuhl gave the Vice 
President's report. He 
reviewed the simulation 
society sessions at the 
current meeting, then 
mentioned the upcoming 
INFORMS Practice 
meeting, which will be 
held in Baltimore, 
Maryland, April 13-15, 
2008, and the IFORS  meeting, which will be held in 
Sandton, South Africa, July 13-18, 2008.  

Stewart Robinson distributed handouts and talked about 
the 4th Simulation Workshop of the Operational 
Research Society, which will be held in Worcestershire, 
England, April 1-2, 2008. 

Dave Goldsman gave an update on the upcoming Winter 
Simulation Conference, which will be held in 
Washington DC, December 9-12, 2007. He mentioned 
that 742 authors are contributing to this year’s 
conference and that the hotel blocks reserved for the 
conference attendees are sold out.  

John Fowler briefed about the 2008 Winter Simulation 
Conference, which will be held in Miami, FL, December 
7-10, 2008. 

Nilay Argon gave the Secretary’s report. The society 
currently has 525 members, almost half from academia 
and half from industry/government/military. She 
mentioned that only 19 members are also WORMS 
(INFORMS Women in OR/MS Forum) members and 3 
members are INFORMS Minority Issues Forum 
members. 

Mike Kuhl and Dave Goldsman gave the Treasurer's 
report on behalf of Seong-Hee Kim. The society is in 
very good financial health with a record net cash flow. 

Jesus Jimenez and Victor Chan gave updates for the 
Committees on Underrepresented Minorities and 
Women (CUMW), and the PhD Colloquium at WSC, 
respectively. They thanked IBM for their generous 
support (in the amount of $3000) of  I-Sim’s CUMW 
and PhD Colloquium activities at WSC, and Soumyadip 
Ghosh for facilitating this. Jesus Jimenez mentioned that 
two to four $400 awards will be given to qualifying 
under-represented minority students attending WSC 
2007 and a one-year free membership in I-Sim. Victor 
Chan said that there are 25 participants at the PhD 
Colloquium in WSC 2007 with 5 best paper finalists.  

Mike Kuhl stated that the current practice for Council 
elections does not match I-Sim bylaws. In the past, 
elections were held every 2 years, with people serving 4 
years. Bylaws require elections every two years, with 
people serving 2 years. We are adapting to conform to 
Bylaws. Russell Cheng and John O. Miller have agreed 
to serve one more year to get back on schedule. This 
will require annual elections for two council members. 

Jim Wilson stated that Bob Sargent, Dave Goldsman and 
himself will have the following motion to be made for 
approval by the INFORMS Simulation Society at the 
WSC business meeting.  

Move that the following be added to the Rules for the 
LPAA as Item d under 5. Options and Guidelines:  
“Individuals selected for this award should normally be 
in or near their retirement.”   

He mentioned that for the Lifetime Professional 
Achievement Award (LPAA), normally people who are 
retired or close to retirement are considered. Without the 
proposed addition to the guideline, the distinction 
between this award and the distinguished service award 
is not clear. The formal discussion is deferred to the 
WSC business meeting in December 2007. 

Jim Wilson gave an update from the Communications 
Committee. In Fall 2002, the financial condition was 
critical, and hence Peter Welch’s fee had been reduced 
from $1800 to $1200. Now that the society is in a 
reasonably good financial state, he recommended 
restoring the annual fee back to $1800 for this calendar 
year. John Fowler made a motion to raise the fee to 
$2000 and motion passed unanimously. 

There was no other new business. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:50pm. 

Attendees: In the interest of preventing email address 
harvesting, email addresses have been disguised. To get 
the true email address, replace <of> with @.  

Christos Alexopoulos christos<of>isye.gatech.edu 

Sigrun Andradottir sa<of>gatech.edu 

Nilay Tanik Argon nilay<of>unc.edu  

Bahar Biller billerb<of>andrew.cmu.edu 

Wai Kin (Victor) Chan chanw<of>rpi.edu 

Chun-Hung Chen cchen9<of>gmu.edu 
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Ek Peng Chew isecep<of>nus.edu.sg 

Roy Creasey creaseyrr<of>longwood.edu 

Rafeal Diaz rdiaz<of>odu.edu 

John Fowler john.fowler<of>asu.edu 

Dave Goldsman sman<of> gatech.edu 

Winfried Grassman grassman<of>cs.usask.ca 

Cigdem Gurgur cgurgur<of>mines.edu 

Jeff Hong hongl<of>ust.hk 

Sheldon Jacobson shj<of>uiuc.edu 

Jesus Jimenez jj30<of>txstate.edu 

Michael Kuhl mekeie<of>rit.edu 

Loo Hay Lee iseleelh<of>nus.edu.sg 

Chick Macal macal<of>anl.gov 

Sharif Melouk smelouk<of>cba.ua.edu 

Doug Morrice morrice<of>mail.utexas.edu 

Barry L. Nelson nelsonb<of>northwestern.edu 

Raghu Pasupathy pasupath<of>vt.edu 

 

Stewart Robinson stewart.robinson<of>warwick.ac.uk 

Hong Wan hwan<of>purdue.edu 

Preston White kpwhite<of>virginia.edu 

Jim Wilson jwilson<of>ncsu.edu 

Shane Wu shw14<of>pitt.edu 

 
 
INFORMS Simulation Society Business Meeting  
WSC’07, Washington D.C, December 11, 2007 
Nilay Argon
 
Steve Chick, President of the Society, called the meeting 
to order at 6:18pm. 
 
Attendees introduced themselves (name, affiliation, and 
number of times they attended WSC). 
 
Steve Chick thanked officers, council and committee 
members, and WSC organizing committee for their 
work.  
 
Steve Chick gave a report on the first INFORMS 
Simulation Society Workshop which was held in 
Fontainebleau, France July 5-7, 2007. He noted that the 
workshop was very successful with a good financial 
outcome (thanks to the sponsors, NSF and INSEAD). 
Extended abstracts are provided at 
http://www.insead.edu/issrw/ and an ACM TOMACS 
special issue is in progress. John Fowler, Mike Kuhl, 
and Stewart Robinson are working on an upcoming 
workshop.   
 
Mike Kuhl gave the Vice President’s report and made 
announcements of the upcoming meetings. There will be 

one I-Sim sponsored session at the IFORS meeting, 
which will be held in Sandton, South Africa, July 13-18, 
2008. Jesus Jimenez announced the INFORMS 
Southwest Regional Conference, which will be held at 
the Texas A&M University, College Station, TX, April 
18-19, 2008. Early registration deadline is March 9, 
2008. The conference is not limited to the southwest 
region.  
 
John Fowler commented on the 2008 WSC meeting 
which will be held in Miami, FL, December 7-10, 2008. 
The general chair is Tom Jefferson and the program 
chair is John Fowler. He also added that the WSC Board 
Representatives for I-Sim are Doug Morrice and 
Christos Alexopoulos. 
 
Nilay Argon gave the Secretary’s report. The society 
currently has 525 members, almost half from academia 
and half from industry/government/military. She 
mentioned that only 19 members are also WORMS 
(INFORMS Women in OR/MS Forum) members and 3 
members are INFORMS Minority Issues Forum 
members. 
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Seong-Hee Kim gave the Treasurer's report. The society 
is doing well financially. She thanked Soumyadip Ghosh 
for his efforts that resulted in a donation from IBM in 
the amount of $3000.  

Outstanding Publication Award: (From Left to Right) Dave 
Goldsman, Christos Alexopoulos, Paul Glasserman (award 
committee chair) 

 
Paul Glasserman announced the outstanding publication 
awards on behalf of the award committee (Paul 
Glasserman [chair], Peter Haas, and Seong-Hee Kim). 
He noted that there were strong nominations and the 
committee selected two publications:  
 
“To Batch Or Not To Batch?,” by Christos Alexopoulos 
and David Goldsman, ACM TOMACS, 2004.  
 
“Boltzmann Samplers for Random Generation of 
Combinatorial Structures,”  
by Philippe Duchon, Philippe Flajolet, Guy Louchard, 
and Gilles Schaeffer, Combinatorics, Probability and 
Computing, 2004.  
 
Christos Alexopoulos and David Goldsman thanked the 
committee and made brief remarks about their paper. 
The authors of the other winning publication were not 
present at the meeting. 
 
Victor Chan gave a report on the WSC’07 PhD 
colloquium. There were 25 participants and the 
colloquium took exactly three hours. He announced the 
I-Sim and ACM-SIG/SIM best student paper awards 
winners and presented certificates to all PhD colloquium 
participants. The best computer science-focused paper 
award is given to Gareth Evans from the University of 
Queensland, Australia, for his presentation on "Parallel 
Cross-Entropy Optimization," and the best OR/MS 
focused paper is awarded to Kuo-Hao Chang of Purdue 

University, for his presentation entitled "Stochastic 
Trust Region Gradient-Free Method (STRONG) - A 
New RSM-based Algorithm for Simulation 
Optimization." 
 
Jesus Jimenez gave an update on the Committee of 
Underrepresented Minorities and Women (CUMW). He 
presented four awards to Guadalupe Villarreal of 
Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon, Malak Al-Nory 
of George Mason University, Grisel Guerrero of 
University of Texas at El Paso, and Ahmed El Nashar of 
University of Central Florida. 
  
Doug Morrice gave the WSC’07 report. The WSC 
Board returned $13,000 to each of the sponsoring 
societies from the surplus of WSC ’06. He noted that 
WSC Board decided to take steps to improve reporting 
to all sponsoring societies including INFORMS. A 
committee (chaired by Christos Alexopoulos) is set up 
to work on replacing the paper management system. The 
committee will make recommendations to the WSC 
Board by the end of March 2008. He also announced 
that WSC Board authorized a conference committee to 
search hotels in Berlin, Germany for WSC 2012.  
 
Journal reports were then given by Michael Fu 
(Management Science), Shane Henderson (Operations 
Research), Marvin Nakayama (INFORMS Journal on 
Computing), Christos Alexopoulos (IIE Transactions) 
and Jim Wilson (ACM TOMACS).  (See the Spring 
2008 newsletter for statistics.)  Jim Wilson announced 
that a special issue of ACM TOMACS was issued in 
memory of Perwez Shahabuddin.    
 
Steve Chick gave the Nominating Committee’s report on 
behalf of Russell Barton. Elections for I-Sim officers are 
coming up this spring, for a changing of the guard in 
Summer 2008. The Nominating Committee identified 
nominees for all offices. Steve Chick urged all members 
to vote.  
 
Jim Wilson mentioned that for the Lifetime Professional 
Achievement Award (LPAA), normally people who are 
retired or close to retirement are considered. According 
to the current guidelines, the distinction between this 
award and the distinguished service award is not clear. 
He made the following motion:  
 
Move that the following be added to the Rules for the 
LPAA as Item d under 5. Options and Guidelines: d. 
Individuals selected for this award should normally be in 
or near   their retirement. 
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Motion passed with one opposing vote. 
 
Bob Sargent and Jim Wilson gave updates on the 
simulation archives at the NC State University Library. 
Dick Nance, Alan Pritsker, and Julian Reitman 
established an endowment. Bob Sargent donated $5,000 
to this endowment and encouraged I-Sim to provide 
support. $15,000 is needed to keep the archives at 
NCSU. Contact Jim Wilson for support. An I-Sim 
committee will be nominated to support this 
endowment.  
 
Bob Sargent asked WSC Board not to schedule any 
program activities on Tuesday evenings at the same time 
with the business meetings.   
 
Barry Nelson presented the 2007 I-Sim Distinguished 
Service Award to Russell Cheng on behalf of the award 
committee (Dave Goldsman [chair], Deb Sadowski, and 
Barry Nelson).  He noted that Russell Cheng is a true 
gentleman and he provides a role model for reviewing. 
His referee reports are very rigorous, invariably 
encouraging, positive, and constructive. After Barry 
Nelson’s comments, Russell Cheng accepted the award 
and gave a brief acceptance speech. He noted that the 
conference is exceptional and he is very proud to be 
associated with I-Sim.  
 
Jack Kleijnen presented the 2007 I-Sim Lifetime 
Professional Achievement Award (LPAA) to Dick 
Nance on behalf of the award committee (Jack Kleijnen 
[chair], George Fishman, and Keebom Kang). He noted 
that the decision was unanimous and was based on 
Dick’s resume and supporting letters that clearly 
demonstrated that Dick satisfied all requirements to 
receive LPAA. He also mentioned that Dick is an 
excellent researcher, educator, and leader. Before 
presenting the award, Jack Kleijnen noted that Keebom 
Kang will chair the LPAA committee next year and 
encouraged the community to nominate deserving 
colleagues. Bob Sargent also gave a short speech about 
Dick Nance. He listed several of Dick’s services and 
honors: He was the founding editor of ACM TOMACS; 
he served as area editor or associate editor at five 
journals including IIE Transactions, Operations 
Research, and INFORMS Journal of Computing; he 
served as ACM SIG/SIM chair and served on the WSC 
Board of Directors; he was the program chair of WSC 
1990; he became an ACM fellow in 1996. Dick received 
the award and gave an acceptance speech. He thanked I-
Sim (which he believed moved the simulation forward), 

the committee, and colleagues. He gave a brief 
presentation on his simulation philosophy and thanked 
many people he considered as educators.  
 
Steve Chick introduced the two of the three founders of 
WSC, Harold Hixson and Julian Reitman, who chaired 
the first conference in 1967. Unfortunately, the third 
founder, Arnold Ockene, could not attend the business 
meeting due to health problems. Harold Hixson and 
Julian Reitman made remarks about the first meeting. 
    
The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 
 
Attendees: In the interest of preventing email address 
harvesting, email addresses have been disguised. To get 
the true email address, replace <of> with @.  
 
Christos Alexopoulos christos<of>isye.gatech.edu 
Claudia Antonini cfmantonini<of>usb.ve 
Nilay Argon nilay<of>unc.edu 
Neal Bengston bengston<of>barton.edu 
Deepak Bhatia Deepak_bhatia<of>amat.com 
Ron Billings ron.billings<of>gatech.edu 
Tarik Borogoval tarikb<of>bu.edu 
Eric Buist buisteric<of>iro.u.montreal.ca 
Laura Cardona lauraccm<of>gmail.com 
Joseph Carnahan carrahan<of>virginia.edu 
Wai Kin (Victor) Chan chanw<of>rpi.edu 
Kuo-Hao Chang changk<of>purdue.edu 
Russell Cheng rchc<of>maths.soton.ac.uk 
Steve Chick stephen.chick<of>insead.edu 
Roy Creasey creaseyrr<of>longwood.edu 
Thorsten Daum tsd-wsc07<of>himass.com 
Ruth Davies ruth.davies<of>wbs.ac.uk 
Tom Donnelly Thomas.a.donnelly<of>us.army.mil 
Debra Elkins delka<of>allstate.com 
Ahmed El-Nashar aelnashar<of>mail.ucf.edu 
Gareth Evans gevans<of>maths.ug.edu.au 
Tom Fletcher Thomas.w.fletcher<of>lonco.com 
John Fowler john.fowler<of>asu.edu 
Soumyadip Ghosh ghoshs<of>us.ibm.com 
Paul Glasserman pg20<of>columbia.edu 
Dave Goldsman sman<of>gatech.edu 
Gricel Guerrero gcguerrero<of>miners.utep.edu 
Murat Gunal m.gunal<of>lancaster.ac.uk 
Mark Harmon mark.harmon<of>usss.dhs.gov 
Shane Henderson sgh9<of>cornell.edu 
Ray Hill ray.hill<of>wright.edu 
Katy Hoad kathryn.hoad<of>wbs.ac.uk 
Henyi Jen henyi<of>Saturn.yzu.edu.tw 
Jeff Joines jeffjoines<of>ncsu.edu 
Itir Karaesmen itir<of>umd.edu 
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Vishnu Kesaraju Kesaraju.z<of>wright.edu 
Seong-Hee Kim skim<of>isye.gatech.edu 
Sujin Kim sujin<of>purdue.edu 
Yun Bae Kim kimyb<of>skku.edu 
Jack Kleijnen kleijnen<of>uvt.nl 
Michael Kuhl mekeie<of>rit.edu 
Loo Hay Lee iseleelh<of>nus.edu.sg 
Lanting Lu L.Lu<of>soton.ac.uk 
Charles Macal macal<of>anl.gov 
George Mejtsky  george.mejtsky@yahoo.com 
Georgie Mellor g.r.mellor<of>soton.ac.uk 
Ugo Merlone merlone<of>econ.unito.it 
J. O. Miller john.miller<of>afit.edu 
Aria Monteforte aria.monteforte<of>reliasoft.com  
Jairo Montoya jrmontoy<of>yahoo.com  
Doug Morrice morrice<of>mail.utexas.edu 
Dick Nance nance<of>vt.edu 
Barry L. Nelson nelsonb<of>northwestern.edu 
Michael North north<of>anl.gov 
Kara Olson kara<of>cs.odu.edu  
Ernie Page epage<of>mitre.org 
Raghu Pasupathy pasupath<of>vt.edu 
Ray Paul ray.paul<of>brunel.ac.uk 
Mike Pidd<of>lancaster.ac.uk 
Steve Roberts roberts<of>ncsu.edu 
Stewart Robinson stewart.robinson<of>warwick.ac.uk 
Theresa Roeder tmroeder<of>sfsu.edu 
Jose Rojas jroja003<of>fiu.edu 

Manuel Rosetti rossetti<of>uark.edu 
Kim Bang Salling kbs<of>ctt.dtu.dk 
Doug Samuelson samuelsondoug<of>yahoo.com 
Paul Sanchez paulsanchez<of>nps.edu  
Susan Sanchez ssanchez<of>nps.edu 
Luis Santa-Eulalia luisase<of>gmail.com 
Robert Sargent rsargent<of>syr.edu 
Bruce Schmeiser bruce<of>purdue.edu 
Tom Schriber schriber<of>umich.edu 
Andy Seila aseila<of>gmail.com 
Nitin Shah nitin.a.shah<of>intel.com 
Yong-Jun Son son<of>sie.arizona.edu 
Jeremy Staum jstaum<of>northwestern.edu 
Ali Tafazolli atafazz<of>ncsu.edu 
Jayne Talbot jtalbot<of>raytheonvte.com 
Jeff Tew jeffrey.tew<of>gm.com 
Durk-Jouke van der Zee d.j.van.der.zee@rug.nl 
Guadalupe Villarreal lupita.villarreal<of>gmail.com 
Hong Wan hwan<of>purdue.edu 
Pres White kpwhite<of>virginia.edu 
Jamie Wieland jwieland<of>purdue.edu 
Steven Wilcox spwilcox<of>acm.org 
Jim Wilson jwilson<of>ncsu.edu 
Dave Withers davidwithers<of>msn.com 
Russell Wooten russell.wooten<of>dhs.gov 
Terry Young terryyoung<of>brunel.ac.uk 
Lei Yu lei.yu<of>shef.ac.uk 
Enver Yucesan nver.yucesan<of>insead.edu

 
 

 
2007 Winter Simulation Conference 
Lifetime Professional Achievement Award  
Nilay Argon

Professor Emeritus Richard E. Nance of Virginia Tech 
was presented with the INFORMS Simulation Society’s 
highest honor, the Lifetime Professional Achievement 
Award (LPAA) at this year’s Winter Simulation 
Conference, December 9-12, 2007, Washington, D.C.  
 
Dick has made numerous outstanding contributions to 
the simulation profession (and related fields) over his 
thirty-five plus years as a professional. He was one of 
the foremost leaders in bringing simulation into the 
leading professional journals. He was the individual who 
brought simulation into IIE Transactions and into 
Operations Research when he included simulation in the 
departments (areas) that he served as department/area 
editor for these two journals. This led to individual 
departments (areas) being established for simulation 

only in these journals. Dick also initiated the 
establishment of ACM TOMACS and served as the first 
Editor-in-Chief. In addition, Dick has served on several 
editorial boards and as associate editors for a number of 
journals; and as a co-editor of special journal issues on 
simulation. 
 
Dick has also made major service contributions beyond 
his editorial work. He served as President of what is now 
called the INFORMS Simulation Society and was a 
WSC Board Representative. He served as the program 
chair of WSC 1990 and was one of the Founding 
Trustees of the WSC Foundation. For ACM, Dick was 
Chair of SIGSIM, Chair of SIGIR, and Chair of 
numerous committees. 
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LPAA: From Left to Right: Bob Sargent, Dick Nance, and 
Jack Kleijnen (award committee chair) 

 
Dick has also made major contributions in research as 
shown through his publications and his work with 
students; in practice through his work with the U.S. 
Navy and consulting; in dissemination of knowledge 
through his teaching, presentations, publications, and 
editorial work; in development of simulation software 
through his work in developing modeling environments 
and the conical framework; and in advancement of the 
status and visibility of simulation through his society 

work, editorial work, numerous presentations, and work 
with a variety of industrial and government 
organizations.   
 
Dick has received several awards and honors. To 
mention some, he is a Fellow of ACM; has received 
service awards from TIMS College on Simulation (what 
is now called the INFORMS Simulation Society), ACM 
SIGSIM, U.S. Naval Surface Weapons Center, and the 
WSC Board of Directors; has received the Military 
Operations Research Society Medal; and is a member of 
honor societies.  Dick also held the John Adolphus 
Dahlgren Chair of Naval Computing Systems at Virginia 
Tech. 
 
The unanimous decision of the award committee was 
based on Dick’s resume and very strong supporting 
letters from outstanding members of the international 
simulation community. The committee and letter writers 
all agree that Dick is an excellent researcher, educator, 
and leader of the international simulation community 
who is well-worthy of the Lifetime Professional 
Achievement Award. As one letter writer noted, Dick is 
truly a “giant of simulation.” 
 

 
Solution to the Puzzle (Adopted from “Purdue Problem of the Week, 
Spring 2007”)  
Raghu Pasupathy  
 

Claim: Let the lengths of the four pieces be x , y , z , 
and w . They form the lengths of sides that can be 
arranged to form a trapezoid if and only if they are 
each less than 1 2/ .  
Proof: 
One direction (⇐ ) of the above claim is easy to see. 
If, say, 1 2,x ≥ / then x y z w≥ + +  which makes 
constructing the trapezoid impossible. To see the other 
direction (⇒ ), first assume without loss in generality 
that x y z w≥ ≥ ≥ . Then, we have the following three 
inequalities: x w y z y x w z z x w y− < + , < − + , < − + .                                                           
The first of these inequalities is due to the fact that 

1 2x y z w, , , < / , while the other three are because of the 
ordering x y z w≥ ≥ ≥ . The inequalities tell us that we 
can form a triangle ABC with base AB, and sides AB, 
BC, CA having respective lengths x w y− , ,  and z . 
The required trapezoid can be constructed from the 

triangle ABC as follows. Extend AB by w  units to 
AD, and then choose a point E such that BDEC is a 
parallelogram. The required trapezoid is ADEC.         
The required probability can be calculated 
geometrically. The set of all possible values of 
x y z w, , ,  is the simplex with vertices 
(0 0 0) (1 0 0) (0 1 0) (0,0,1), , , , , , , , , and plotted with x y z, ,  
along the respective axes. The simplex divides itself 
nicely into the five sub-simplices defined by 

1 2 1 2; 1 2 1 2; 1 2 1 2;x y z y x z z x y≥ / , , < / ≥ / , , < / ≥ / , , < /  
1 2;x y z+ + < / and 1 2, 1/ 2x y z x y z, , < / + + ≥ . Each 

of the first four have volumes 1 8/ . The last of the 
simplices is the required region, and has volume 1 2/ . 
The required probability is thus 1 2/ . 
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Report on the Informs Journal on Computing 
Marvin Nakayama, Simulation Area Editor  
 

Since my last area-editor report on October 15, 2007, 
there have been 8 new submissions.  The decisions made 
during that period are 3 acceptances, 3 rejections,  
2 major revisions, and 1 minor revision.  Currently,  
4 manuscripts are under first review.  The average  
turnaround time over all rounds of submission since  
I became the JOC simulation area editor has been 30 
days. 
 
The Associate Editors in the JOC Simulation Area are 
Russell Barton, James M. Calvin, Bruno Tuffin, and  
Enver Yucesan. 
 
The JOC Simulation Area covers all computational 
aspects of simulation. We seek high-quality research 
on the computational aspects of simulation model 
building, simulation data structures, simulation 
modeling and experiment environments, stochastic 
input modeling, random-variate generation, output 
analysis, optimization, variance-reduction methods  

for simulation experiments, and other aspects of 
simulation modeling, experimentation, and analysis.  
Tutorials and applications in the above areas that  
are comprehensive and integrate from multiple 
sources are also welcome. 
 
Complete instructions for preparing manuscripts 
are available at 
http://joc.pubs.informs.org.   
Submissions to JOC must be done electronically through  
Manuscript Central: 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijoc 
 
Marvin K. Nakayama 
Simulation Area Editor, INFORMS JOC 
marvin@njit.edu 
Computer Science Department 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
Newark, NJ 07102 
973-596-3398 (phone) 

 
 
Report on the Simulation Area for Operations Research 
Shane G. Henderson, Operations Research Simulation Area Editor 
Activity in the Simulation Area of Operations Research (Aug 31, 2007 to Feb 12, 2008) 
 
For the period specified, there were 2 new submissions 
and 4 resubmissions. There was 1 rejection, 3 revise-
and-resubmit decisions, and 3 papers accepted. Of these 
decisions, 2 were late (taking more than 3 months) and 1 
was very late (taking more than 6 months). 
 
The Associate Editors in the Simulation Area continue 
to be Stephen E. Chick, Peter Haas, Tito Homem-de-
Mello and Seong-Hee Kim. 
 
For prospective authors: 
The simulation area of Operations Research looks for 
significant work in simulation modeling, methodology 

and applications that advance the knowledge and 
practice of simulation. In addition to the traditional 
research areas, we welcome contributions that develop 
the interface of simulation with other methodological 
areas, e.g., optimization and applied probability, and 
with application areas, e.g., service industries like 
healthcare and financial engineering, manufacturing, and 
business dynamics. 
 
Please submit papers electronically via the Manuscript 
Central O.R. Web site 
(http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre). 
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Report on ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation 
(TOMACS) 
Jim Wilson, Editor-in-Chief, ACM TOMACS, March 2, 2008 
 
Here is a summary of the editorial activities of the ACM 
Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation 
(TOMACS) for the period January 1, 2007 -- December 
31, 2007: 
    # Papers submitted: 67 
    # Papers accepted:  21 
    # Papers rejected:  32 
    # Papers withdrawn:  0 
 
For the period January 1, 2008 -- March 2, 2008, the 
comparable statistics are: 
    # Papers submitted: 12 
    # Papers accepted:   3 
    # Papers rejected:   7 
    # Papers withdrawn:  0 
 
As of March 4, 2007, there were 35 papers in review and 
17 papers were being revised by the authors.  As 

reported by Manuscript Central for the calendar year 
2007, the average time from submission to the first 
editorial feedback was 75 days; and for all papers with a 
final decision during 2007, the average time from 
original submission to final decision was 59 days.   
 
From the ACM TOMACS Editorial Scope and Charter: 
The ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer 
Simulation (TOMACS) provides a single archival 
source for the publication of high-quality research and 
developmental results in computer simulation. The 
subjects of emphasis are discrete event simulation, 
combined discrete and continuous simulation, as well as 
Monte Carlo methods. Papers in continuous simulation 
will also receive serious consideration if their 
contributions to modeling and simulation in general are 
substantial.  For more information on TOMACS, visit 
http://www.linklings.net/tomacs/ on the Web. 

 
Report on the Stochastic Models and Simulation Department for 
Management Science 
Michael Fu, Departmental Editor, February 24, 2008 
 

Department’s Editorial Objectives: We are interested in 
innovative modeling and methodological contributions 
that have relevance to the current theory and practice of 
management science, or have potential to be relevant in 
the future.  Please consult 
http://www.informs.org/site/ManSci/index.php?c=20&k
at=Department+Editorial+Statements 
Submission: Manuscripts must be submitted online at 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ms 
NB: a paper will be rejected if the Managerial Relevance 
Statement is inadequate!   
 
According to the statistics for the department compiled 
by the Managing Editor, Betty Martin, for the year 2007, 
there were 46 new submissions and 17 resubmissions, 
and of 59 decisions made, there were 4 acceptances, 39 
rejections and 16 revisions requested.   The mean 
response time was 65 days for new submissions and 74 
days for resubmissions; 66% of new submissions and 
73% of resubmissions were decided within 90 days, and 
91% of new submissions and 87% of resubmissions 

were decided within 180 days.  These statistics are 
available online (along with the other departments for 
comparison) at 
http://www.informs.org/site/ManSci/index.php?c=15&k
at=Review+Statistics 
 
Associate Editors:    
Rene Caldentey, New York University  
Hong Chen, University of British Columbia 
Wedad Elmaghraby, University of Maryland 
Sandeep Juneja, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research  
Ger Koole, Vrije University of Amsterdam 
Steven Kou, Columbia University  
Leslie Servi, MIT Lincoln Laboratory 
Enver Yücesan, INSEAD 
 
Michael Fu 
Decision, Operations, & Information Tech. Dept. 
Robert H. Smith School of Business, Univ. of Maryland 
College Park, MD 20742-1815 (mfu@rhsmith.umd.edu) 
Phone: (301) 405-2241, FAX: (301) 405-8655 
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INFORMS Simulation Society:   
Ballot for Election of Officers 
To vote for I-Sim officers, return the ballot below by e-mail, fax, or mail by May 31st to: 

Professor Russell R. Barton 
The Smeal College of Business Administration 
The Pennsylvania State University 
406 Business Building 
University Park, PA  16802 
Phone: 814-863-7289  Fax:  814-863-7067  
Email:  rbarton@psu.edu 

If you use email, please include the words I-Sim Ballot in the subject line. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT (vote for one) 

________ Peter Haas, IBM Almaden Research Center  

________ Loo Hay Lee, National Univ, of Singapore  

________ ________________________________ (write in) 

 

SECRETARY (vote for one) 

________ Theresa Roeder, San Francisco State Univ.  

________ Hong Wan, Purdue Univ.  

________ ________________________________ (write in) 

 

TREASURER (vote for one) 

________ Bahar Biller, Carnegie Mellon University  

________ Feng Yang, West Virginia University  

________ ________________________________ (write in) 

 

COUNCIL (vote for up to two) 

________ Gul Gurkan, Tilburg Univ.  

________ Stewart Robinson, Warwick Univ.  

________ Natalie Steiger, University of Maine  

________ Simon Taylor, Brunel Univ.  

________ ________________________________ (write in) 

 

(This part will be used only to certify the ballot – your vote will be kept confidential. Your e-mail address will serve as your 
signature if you vote electronically.) 

Your name (Print): _______________________________________________________ 

Your signature: __________________________________________________________ 
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PETER HAAS 
 (Candidate for Vice President / President-Elect)  
Peter J. Haas received a PhD in Operations Research in 
1985 from Stanford University, and has been a 
Research Staff Member at the IBM Almaden Research 
Center since 1987. He is also a Consulting Associate 
Professor in the Department of Management Science 
and Engineering at Stanford University, where he 
teaches an annual graduate course on discrete-event 
simulation and pursues research in this area. He is an 
Associate Editor (Simulation Area) for Operations 
Research, where he received the Meritorious Service 
Award in 1996 and 2003, and is Area Editor 
(Stochastic Models) for ACM Transactions on 
Modeling and Computer Simulation. In 2003, he 
received the Outstanding Simulation Publication 
Award from the INFORMS College on Simulation. At 
IBM, his work on the application of statistical and 
Monte Carlo techniques to information-management 
systems has been incorporated into the DB2 and Visual 
Warehouse products. This work has also resulted in 
numerous patent filings, as well as a number of IBM 
awards including three Best Paper awards, an 
Outstanding Technical Achievement Award in 2003 
and a Research Division Award in 2005. He helped 
design the sampling extensions to the SQL database 
language and, in 2007, received the ACM SIGMOD 
Test-of-Time Award for his 1997 paper on sampling 
techniques for online exploration of massive relational 
databases. He is a member of INFORMS and ACM. 
 
Statement:  
Through my industrial and academic experience, I 
have developed a broad view of simulation theory and 
applications that I hope to use in the service of I-Sim. 
One of my key priorities would be outreach: expanding 
worldwide membership, especially among students, 
and actively seeking cross-fertilization opportunities 
with other disciplines. I would also try to enhance 
communication between our various academic and 
industrial constituencies. In particular, I would strive 
both to continue our strong tradition of disseminating 
simulation technology through the Winter Simulation 
Conference, INFORMS conferences, simulation 
workshops, and archival journals, and also to enhance 
our online resources. Possibilities for the latter include 
online datasets, case studies, teaching materials, 
downloadable demos, and perhaps a simulation Wiki. I 
strongly support I-Sim's efforts to promote excellence 
through its awards programs and to encourage students 

via the Ph.D. Student Colloquium at WSC; I would 
explore opportunities to enhance these efforts via 
activities such as problem-solving competitions along 
the lines of ACM's KDD Cup, as well as educational 
outreach programs for high school students. Overall, I 
will do my best to help I-Sim achieve its goals of 
advancing and promoting simulation methodology and 
practice worldwide. 
 
LOO HAY LEE  
(Candidate for Vice President / President-Elect)  
Loo Hay Lee is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering at 
National University of Singapore (NUS). He was the 
Assistant Dean for Research at the Faculty of 
Engineering of NUS from year 2001 to 2003.  He 
received his B.S (Electrical Engineering) degree from 
the National Taiwan University in 1992 and his S.M. 
and Ph.D. degrees in 1994 and 1997 from Harvard 
University.  He is currently a senior member of IEEE, 
and was the vice president for Operational Research 
Society of Singapore from 2001 to 2004. His research 
focuses on the simulation-based optimization, port 
operations and the modeling and analysis for the 
logistics and supply chain system. He is an associate 
editor for the Asia Pacific Journal of Operational 
Research and a member in the advisory board for OR 
Spectrum. 
  
Statement:  
I am honored to have the opportunity to run as a 
candidate for the Vice President / President-Elect for 
the simulation society.  My connection with the society 
started when I attended the business meeting at the 
WSC in year 2000. I was amazed and touched when I 
saw many people contributed their time and effort in 
promoting and developing simulation. Furthermore, all 
the people in the society were very friendly and 
welcomed new comers. At that moment, I knew this is 
the society that I would like to associate with. Since 
then, I come regularly to both INFORMS and WSC 
meetings although I need to travel half a world to 
participate these meetings. In the past few years, I was 
fortunate to have opportunities to serve in the society 
as the Newsletter editor as well as the chair for the 
member retention and recruitment committee. These 
experiences have further enhanced my connection with 
the society. If I am elected for the position, I will 
continue to work with others to maintain its leadership 
in disseminating and promoting the simulation 
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knowledge. Moreover, expanding the memberships 
will also be one of my main tasks. I will look for ways 
to attract new faculty, faculty from oversea universities 
as well as senior research students to join the society. 
 
THERESA ROEDER 
(Candidate for Secretary)  
Theresa Roeder is Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Decision Sciences at San Francisco 
State University. She received B.S. (1997) and M.S. 
(1999) degrees in Management Science from Case 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland, OH. She 
received M.S. (2001) and Ph.D. (2004) degrees in 
Industrial Engineering and Operations Research from 
the University of California, Berkeley. Her research 
interests lie in the fields of simulation model design 
and O.R. education.  Her WWW site is 
http://online.sfsu.edu/~tmroeder. 
 
HONG WAN  
(Candidate for Secretary)  
Hong Wan is an Assistant Professor of Industrial 
Engineering at Purdue University. She received her 
B.S. in chemistry with a minor in economics from 
Peking University, Beijing, P. R. China in 1998. She 
continued her graduate studies at Northwestern 
University, Evanston, IL., where she received her M.S. 
degrees in Materials Science (2000) and Industrial 
Engineering and Management Sciences (2001),  and 
her Ph.D. degree in Industrial Engineering and 
Management Sciences (2004). Her primary research 
interests are design of experiments for discrete-event 
simulation, simulation optimization, quality 
management in supply chain and healthcare 
engineering.  She has been a member of INFORMS 
since 2001 and currently serves as the council member 
of the QSR (Quality, Statistics and Reliability) Section 
of INFORMS. Please visit her website at 
http://web.ics.purdue.edu/~hwan/. 
 
BAHAR BILLER  
(Candidate for Treasurer)  
Bahar Biller is Assistant Professor of Operations 
Management at the Tepper School of Business of 
Carnegie Mellon University. She received her B.S. and 
M.S. degrees in Industrial Engineering from Bilkent 
University, Ankara, Turkey, in 1996 and 1998, 
respectively. She continued her graduate studies in the 
McCormick School of Engineering and Applied 
Science, Industrial Engineering and Management 
Sciences, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, 
USA, where she received her Ph.D. degree in 

Industrial Engineering in 2002. Her primary research 
interest is discrete-event stochastic simulation with 
applications to inventory management, global supply 
chain design, and finance. She has been a member of 
INFORMS since 2001. 
 
FENG YANG  
(Candidate for Treasurer)  
Feng Yang is Assistant Professor of Industrial and 
Management Systems Engineering at West Virginia 
University. She received her B.S. degree in Electronics 
Engineering from Tsinghua University, Beijing, China, 
in 2000. She continued her graduate studies in the 
department of Industrial Engineering and Management 
Sciences, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, 
USA, where she received her M.S. degree in 2002 and 
her Ph.D. degree in 2006. Her current research 
interests include design for simulation experiments and 
metamodeling. She has been a member of INFORMS 
since 2001. Her website is 
http://www2.cemr.wvu.edu/~yang/. 
 
GÜL GÜRKAN  
(Candidate for Council)  
Gül Gürkan is an Associate Professor of Operations 
Research and Management Science at CentER for 
Economic Research, within the Faculty of Economics 
and Business Administration at Tilburg University, in 
the Netherlands. She received her Ph.D. in Industrial 
Engineering from the University of Wisconsin–
Madison in 1996. Her research interests include 
simulation, mathematical programming, stochastic 
optimization and equilibrium models, with applications 
in logistics, production, telecommunications, 
economics, and finance. She is a member of 
INFORMS. Her website is 
http://center.uvt.nl/staff/ggurkan/. 
 
STEWART ROBINSON  
(Candidate for Council)  
Stewart Robinson is Professor of Operational Research 
and the Associate Dean for Specialist Masters 
Programmes at Warwick Business School (Coventry, 
UK).  He holds a BSc and PhD in Management 
Science from Lancaster University.  Previously 
employed in simulation consultancy, he supported the 
use of simulation in companies throughout Europe and 
the rest of the world.  He is author/co-author of three 
books on simulation.  His research focuses on the 
practice of simulation model development and use.  
Key areas of interest are conceptual modelling, model 
validation, output analysis and modelling human 
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factors in simulation models.  Stewart has been a 
member of INFORMS for around 10 years. His 
personal homepage is at 
http://www.btinternet.com/~stewart.robinson1/sr.htm. 
 
NATALIE STEIGER 
(Candidate for Council)  
Natalie Steiger is an Associate Professor in the Maine 
Business School at the University of Maine.  She 
received a B.S. and an M.S. in Mathematics from the 
University of Southern Mississippi and a Ph.D. in 
Industrial Engineering from North Carolina State 
University.  From 1975 to 1986 she was an 
engineering economic analyst and manager of 
petroleum-reserve information systems for Cities 
Service Oil and Gas Company and Occidental 
Petroleum Company in Tulsa, OK.  Her research 
interests are stochastic modeling; modeling of 
business/production systems, large-scale simulation 
modeling and analysis, including development of 
techniques to improve simulation analysis in practical 
applications; other applications of operations research; 
and the use of information and knowledge in decision-
making.  She has published in IIE Transactions, 
INFORMS Journal on Computing, Management 
Science, and ACM TOMACS.  She is a member of 
IIE, INFORMS, and the INFORMS Simulation 
Society. 

 
SIMON TAYLOR  
(Candidate for Council)  
Simon Taylor is a Senior Lecturer in the School of 
Information Systems and Computing at Brunel 
University, West London, UK.  He received his B.Sc. 
(HONS) degree in Industrial Studies and M.Sc. 
Computer Studies from Sheffield Hallam University, 
UK in 1986 and 1988, respectively.  He received a 
Ph.D. in Parallel and Distributed Simulation from 
Leeds Metropolitan University in 1993.  He has been 
at Brunel University since 1995.  He is the retiring 
chair of the ACM Special Interest Group for 
Simulation, co-founding Editor-in-Chief of the UK 
Operational Research Society's  Journal of Simulation 
and the Simulation Workshop series.  He has served as 
the Chair of the ORS Simulation Study Group between 
1996 to 2006. He is also the Founder and Chair of the 
COTS Simulation Package Interoperability Product 
Development Group (CSPI-PDG) under the Simulation 
Interoperability Standards Organization (SISO).  His 
main research interest is the use of Information and 
Communication Technology to improve the practice of 
OR/MS.  His web page is at 
www.brunel.ac.uk/~csstsjt.   
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Event Calendar 
Raghu Pasupathy 
 

INFORMS Practice Conference 2008: Applying Science to the 
Art of Business, Baltimore, Maryland, April 13 – April 15, 2008. 
WWW: http://meetings.informs.org/Practice08/ 
 
Spring Simulation Multiconference 2008, Ottawa, Canada, April 
14 – 17, 2008. WWW: 
http://www.scs.org/confernc/springsim/springsim08/springsim08.
htm 
 
2008 Behavior Representation in Modeling and Simulation 
(BRIMS) Conference, Providence, Rhode Island, April 14 – 17, 
2008. WWW: http://www.sisostds.org/ 
 
INFORMS Southwest Regional Conference, Texas A&M 
University, College Station, TX., April 18 – 19, 2008. WWW: 
http://www.informs.org/site/RC_TexasAM/ 
 
IIE Annual Conference and Exposition 2008, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, May 17 – 21, 2008. WWW: http://www.iieannual.org/ 
 
The 19th IASTED International Conference on Modelling and 
Simulation (MS 2008), Quebec, Canada, May 26 – May 28, 2008. 
WWW: http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-620.html 
 
The 22nd European Conference on Modelling and Simulation 
(HPCS 2008), Nicosia, Cyprus, June 3 – June 6, 2008. WWW: 
http://cisedu.us/cis/hpcs/08/ 
 
The 17th IASTED International Conference on Applied 
Simulation and Modelling (ASM 2008), Corfu, Greece, June 23 – 
25, 2008. WWW: http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-
609.html 
 
Eighth International Conference on Monte Carlo and Quasi-
Monte Carlo Methods in Scientific Computing, Montreal, Canada, 
July 6 – 11, 2008. WWW: 
http://www.crm.umontreal.ca/mcqmc08/index_e.shtml 
 
Evolutionary Computation & Multi-Agent Systems and 
Simulation  (ECoMASS 2008), Atlanta, GA., July 12 – July 16, 
2008. WWW: http://www.eecs.harvard.edu/~sevan/ecomass08/ 
 
International Federation of Operational Research Societies 
Conference (IFORS 2008), Sandton, South Africa, July 13 – 18, 

2008. WWW: 
http://www.acitravel.co.za/event/index.php?eventID=3 
 
Efficient Monte Carlo: From Variance Reduction to 
Combinatorial Optimization- A Conference on the Occasion of 
R.Y. Rubinstein’s 70th Birthday, Denmark, July 14 – 18, 2008. 
WWW: http://www.ams.org/mathcal/info/2008_jul14-18_s.html 
 
The Fifth Conference of the European Social Simulation 
Association (ESSA 2008), Brescia, Italy, September 1 – 5, 2008. 
WWW: http://www.eco.unibs.it/essa/ 
 
The Second IASTED Africa Conference on Modelling and 
Simulation (AfricaMS 2008), Gaborone, Botswana, September 8 
– 10, 2008, WWW: http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-
603.html 
 
2008 International Conference on Simulation of Semiconductor 
Processes and Devices (SISPAD 2008), Hakone, Japan, 
September 9 – 11, 2008. WWW: http://www.sispad.org/ 
 
INFORMS Annual Meeting 2008, Washington D.C., October 12 
– 15, 2008. WWW: http://meetings.informs.org/DC08/ 
 
Winter Simulation Conference 2008, Miami, FL., December 7 – 
10, 2008. WWW: http://www.wintersim.org 
 
2008 IEEE/WIC/ACM International Conference on Web 
Intelligence (WI - 08), Sydney, Australia, December 9 – 12, 2008. 
WWW: http://datamining.it.uts.edu.au/wi08/html/wi/ 
 
2008 IEEE/WIC/ACM International Conference on Intelligent 
Agent Technology (IAT-08), Sydney, Australia, December 9 – 
12, 2008. WWW: http://datamining.it.uts.edu.au/wi08/html/iat/ 
 
2008 IEEE International Conference on Data Mining (ICDM - 
08), Pisa, Italy, December 15 – 19, 2008.  WWW: 
http://icdm08.isti.cnr.it/ 
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