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President’s Message 

Mike Kuhl 
 
Greetings! As your new I-Sim President, I am happy to report on the vitality 
and strong position of the INFORMS Simulation Society. Thanks to you, the 
members of I-Sim, we are poised to continue the advancement of simulation 
modeling, analysis, and applications within the simulation community and 
throughout the world.  
 
Over the past several months, the major events involving I-Sim have included 
the election of new officers and council members; the funding of an 
endowment for the Simulation Archive; the establishment of a formal Joint 
Sponsorship Agreement among sponsors of the Winter Simulation Conference; 
and excellent participation in the INFORMS Fall Meeting and I-Sim Business 
Meeting. The events of upcoming months will include the 2008 Winter 
Simulation Conference and the second I-Sim Research Workshop. 
 
Congratulations to the newly elected I-Sim officers and council members 
including Peter Haas as Vice-president/President-elect; Theresa Roeder as 
Secretary; and Bahar Biller as Treasurer. I give special thanks for the service 
and dedication of the out-going officers including the immediate past President 
Steve Chick, Secretary Nilay Argon, and Treasurer Seong-Hee Kim. The 
newly elected Council members include Natalie Steiger and Stewart Robinson 
who replace Preston White and Martha Centeno and join John Miller and 
Russell Cheng in their continued service as council members. Also, thank you 
to past-President Russell Barton for his service on the I-Sim Council and to 
him and the election committee for their effort in the election process. Finally, 
thank you to the new, continuing, and past volunteers serving on I-Sim 
Committees.   
 
The concept of the Simulation Archive has been very important to me since its 
inception. Thanks to the effort, dedication, and support of Bob Sargent, Jim 
Wilson and other members of I-Sim along with the support of the Simulation 
Society, an endowment for the Simulation Archive has been established (See 
the related article in this newsletter for details.) This archive will be a great 
resource of the technical and historical development of simulation for the 
current and future members of the simulation community.     
 
 
Continued on Page 3 
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INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter is published in the Spring and Fall of each year by the INFORMS Simulation Society.  
Membership in the Simulation Society is independent of membership in Institute for Operations Research and the Management 
Sciences.  The annual membership fee for non-INFORMS members is $20.00; INFORMS members may join for $10.00.  The fee for 
students and retired members who are also members of INFORMS is $5.00. 

 
 

To join, call 1-800 4 INFORMS (from the USA) or  (+1)(410) 850-0300 (from outside the USA). Or point your web browser to http://www.informs-
sim.org/join.html. Or contact the secretary, Nilay Argon. His address information appears on the front cover. Please pass along this announcement to others 
who might be interested in joining. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter, 901 Elkridge Landing Road, Suite 
400, Linthicum, MD 21090. 
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Please pass along printouts of the newsletter to friends 
and colleagues, or let them know about the INFORMS 
Simulation Society World Wide Web page.  You’ll get 

more than just a newsletter.  Its URL is 
 

http://www.informs-sim.org/ 
 

 
This web page is designed to be a general source of information and WWW links for 
the simulation community, with a particular focus on society interests and activities.  
There are often additional special items, such as WSC’07, and upcoming INFORMS 
conferences. 

Editor’s Corner 
Raghu Pasupathy 
 
I would like to thank Mike Kuhl for asking me to serve as the Newsletter 
Editor. I look forward to working with Roy Creasey in bringing you the 
next few editions of the I-Sim newsletter. 
 
In addition to the regular features, this edition carries an article by Bob 
Sargent on the history and status of the simulation archive, and highlights 
of three international conferences/workshops to be held in U.K., Canada, 
and Russia. This is in addition to the 2008 Winter Simulation Conference 
to be held in Miami, FL. from Dec. 7 – Dec. 10. We look forward to seeing 
you in Miami, particularly at the I-Sim business meeting. 
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INFORMS Simulation Society Treasurer’s Report
Bahar Biller 
 
Revenue: 14,350.00 

• Dues Revenue: 4,350.00 
• Sponsorships: 10,000.00 

 
Expense: 7,364.16  

• Local Meeting Expense, Membership Expense, 
Award Expense, Simulation Archive 
Endowment. 

Net Revenue: 6,985.84  
Beginning Balance: 31,784.40  
Ending Balance: 38,770.24  
   

 
President’s Message Continued 
 
As a sponsor of the Winter Simulation Conference, I-
Sim (through our parent organization INFORMS) has 
entered into a formal Joint Sponsorship Agreement 
with ACM, IIE, and SCS as the four sponsoring 
organizations of WSC. The new agreement focuses on 
the financial aspects of WSC to ensure compliance 
with financial reporting laws and formalizes the 
relationships and responsibilities of the sponsoring 
organizations. In addition, ASA, IEEE, and NIST will 
remain technical sponsors of WSC providing input on 
WSC content and programs. A special thanks to 
Christos Alexopoulos and Doug Morrice (I-Sim WSC 
Board Representatives), Steve Chick, Jim Wilson and  

others for their dedication to the negotiation and 
finalization of this agreement. 
 
Finally, I-Sim had very strong participation in the 
INFORMS 2008 Fall Meeting and the Business 
Meeting. I look forward to seeing many of you at WSC 
and the I-Sim Business Meeting in December. In 
addition, following the leadership of Steve Chick, I-
Sim will be sponsoring a second Simulation Research 
Workshop in June, 2009 to be held at the University of 
Warwick in Coventry, England. I look forward to the 
exciting times ahead for I-Sim. 
 
 
 
 

Report on the Simulation Archive 
Robert G. Sargent
 

At the 2007 Winter Simulation Conference the 
question was asked, “Why is the Simulation Archive 
located at North Carolina State University (NCSU)?”  
It was suggested to me that I should write an article for 
the INFORMS-SIM Newsletter explaining the history 
of the Simulation Archive.  I conceived the idea of 
having a Simulation Archive, and in 1998 I called Jim 
Wilson to find out what he thought of this idea.  Jim 
liked the idea; and during our discussion, Jim 
mentioned that the NCSU Libraries were establishing 
different collections related to the History of Science 
and Technology in their Special Collections Research 
Center.  Further discussion between Jim and me led us 
to decide that Jim should go to the Head of the Special 
Collections Department of the NCSU Libraries and 
determine if they were interested in establishing an 
archive in computer simulation.  Because of the 
strongly positive response from several members of the  

Special Collections Department, the Simulation 
Archive was established at NCSU in the fall of 1998.  
Since that time, almost all the books and papers of the 
late Alan Pritsker have been donated to this collection, 
as have extensive simulation materials from Julian 
Reitman, Richard Nance, Ingolf Stahl, and myself.  
See 
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/specialcollections/manuscripts
/simulation/ for the latest Simulation Archive Web 
page, which is currently under development. 

In the fall of 2007, I decided that an 
endowment was needed to provide long-term support 
for the Simulation Archive.  Donations had been made 
intermittently between 1998 and 2007 to support the 
collection, but these donations did not provide for 
long-term support because they were spent as they 
were received to start the necessary cataloging of all 
the contributed material.  Thus I established an 
endowment with the NCSU Libraries to provide long-
term support for the Simulation Archive by making a 
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$5,000 donation.  At the 2007 Winter Simulation 
Conference, I announced that I had established the 
Simulation Archive Endowment, and I asked others to 
make donations to the endowment.  I established an 
“incubator endowment,” since a minimum of $15,000 
is needed to establish a fully funded regular 
endowment whose income can be used to provide 
continuous support for acquisition, cataloging, and 
maintenance of all the material in the collection.  

I am very pleased to announce that the 
Simulation Archive Endowment has reached $15,000 
and thus has become a regular endowment.  Donations, 
including some significant ones, have come from the 
Friends of the NCSU Libraries, Jim Wilson, Steve 
Roberts, Julian Reitman, Brunel University, 
ACM/SIGSIM, and the INFORMS Simulation Society.  
Of special interest is the large donation made by the 
INFORMS Simulation Society this past summer.  By 
enabling the Simulation Archive Endowment to 
achieve the status of a regular endowment, this 
donation ensures access to the Simulation Archive by 
all members of the international simulation community 
(for collections not supported by a regular endowment, 
access is nominally restricted to NCSU faculty, staff, 
and students).  My hope is that additional donations 
will be made in the very near future to have the 

endowment in the $20,000 range so that the necessary 
cataloging activities can be substantially increased. 
(Donations, which are tax deductible, can be made to 
the Simulation Archive Endowment by contacting 
Greg Raschke at greg_raschke@ncsu.edu.) 

 
In establishing the Simulation Archive 

Endowment, I asked that a Simulation Archive 
Advisory Committee be established to provide advice 
to NCSU Libraries on future initiatives to increase the 
value of this resource to the international simulation 
community.  This was agreed to; and an Agreement, 
which is informal, was developed between Greg 
Raschke, Associate Director of the NCSU Libraries for 
Special Collections, and Jim Wilson and me as to the 
Advisory Committee’s duties and membership. The 
initial Advisory Committee consists of Dick Nance, 
Jim Wilson, and me as Chair.  The Advisory 
Committee has had one conference call with Greg 
Raschke to date, and the plan is to have such calls 
quarterly. It appears that the Advisory Committee is 
being well received by NCSU Libraries.  We welcome 
suggestions from the members of INFORMS-SIM on 
ways to improve and enhance this repository of the 
professional heritage of the simulation field. 

 
Secretary’s Corner 

 

Theresa Roeder 
 
Welcome! It is fall again (in the northern hemisphere), 
which means it’s time for our two big conferences. 
INFORMS has already taken place, and the Simulation 
Society made a respectable showing with 10 well-
attended I-Sim sponsored sessions. We had over 50 
attendees at our business meeting Sunday evening. 
We’re all looking forward to WSC in December! 
 
As of 9/22/08, the Society had 528 active members. 497 
of those memberships are due to expire at the end of the 
year, so please remember to renew! You can do this 
easily online by going to http://renew.informs.org. One 

of the big benefits of renewing is the discount you 
receive on registration for I-Sim-sponsored conferences. 
These conferences are a great opportunity to network 
with others who share your interest in simulation. While 
you are at the web site, take a quick look to make sure 
your information is current. If you are not currently a 
member, we would love to have you! For more 
information on joining the Society, please visit 
http://www.informs-sim.org/join.html. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing you in Miami in 
December! 
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Highlights of INFORMS 2008 Fall Meeting 
Michael Kuhl 
 

The INFORMS 2008 Fall Meeting was held in 
Washington, D.C., October 12-15. Overall, the 
INFORMS conference set records for attendance and 
presentations. The INFORMS Simulation Society 
contributed significantly to the program with 12 
sponsored sessions comprised of 50 presentations. A 
special thanks to session organizers including Sigrun 
Andradottir, Chun-Hung Chen, Loo Hay Lee, Peter 
Haas, Shane Henderson, Bahar Biller, Charles Macal, 

Young-Jun Son, Roy Creasey, Preston White, Jeff Hong, 
and Hong Wan. 

 

 
2008 INFORMS Simulation Society  
Minutes of Business Meeting 
Washington D.C., October 12, 2008 
Nilay Tanik Argon for Theresa Roeder, Secretary
 
Mike Kuhl, President of the Society, called the 
meeting to order at 6:17 pm.  Each person at the 
meeting introduced themselves (name and affiliation). 
 
Russell Barton gave a report on the elections. The 
nomination committee consisted of Russell Cheng, 
Barry Nelson, Leyuan Shi, and Russell Barton. Peter 
Haas was elected Vice-President/President Elect, 
Theresa Roeder as Secretary, Bahar Biller as 
Treasurer, and Stewart Robinson and Natalie Steiger to 
the Council. 
 
Mike Kuhl gave the Vice President's report on behalf 
of Peter Haas. He noted that I-Sim sponsored 10 
sessions at the INFORMS Annual Meeting 2008. He 
also talked about upcoming meetings: 

• Winter Simulation Conference in Miami, 
December 7-10, 2008 

• INFORMS Practice meeting in Phoenix, April 
26-28, 2009 

• The second I-Sim Research Workshop at the 
University of Warwick (UK), June 25-27, 2009 

• CORS/INFORMS Joint Meeting in Toronto, 
June 14-17, 2009 

• Sixth St. Petersburg Workshop on Simulation 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, June 28-July 3, 2009 

Kathy Hoad made brief comments about University of 
Warwick, which will host the research workshop.  
 
 
 

Mike Kuhl then gave the Secretary's report on behalf 
of Theresa Roeder. As of September 22, 2008, there 
were 528 active members of the Society. Over 90% of 
these memberships are due to expire at the end of the 
year. Members are encouraged to renew their 
memberships as soon as possible, and to verify their 
information online. Over 50% of members are from 
academia. 40% have joined in the last 2 years. 27% are 
non-US members, with the largest numbers coming 
from Canada, the UK, and the Netherlands. 

Bahar Biller gave the Treasurer's report. The society is 
in good financial health with a net revenue around 
$7,000 and an ending balance $38,000. 

Mike Kuhl gave an update for the Committees on 
Underrepresented Minorities and Women (CUMW), 
and the PhD Colloquium at the WSC, for Emily Lada 
and Wai Kin (Victor) Chan, respectively. The 
application deadline for CUMW award is November 
1st. 

Journal reports were then given by Michael Fu 
(Management Science), Shane Henderson (Operations 
Research), Christos Alexopoulos (IIE Transactions) 
and Jim Wilson (ACM TOMACS). In addition to 
general statistics on submissions (which will be 
available in the Fall newsletter), there were some news 
items. Jim Wilson said that ACM TOMACS is running 
a backlog and is dealing with this issue by increasing 
the number of articles per issue to five. On the other 
hand, Christos Alexopoulos mentioned that they do 
have more room for simulation articles in IIE 
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Transactions. Shane Henderson added that the 
simulation submissions are roofing in Operations 
Research. Michael Fu mentioned that he will step 
down as the Area Editor in Management Science and 
urged for recommendations for a new area editor. 
Finally, Sigrun Andradottir noted that OR Letters also 
has a simulation area and she is the area editor. She 
urged the members to consider submitting their work 
to OR Letters, which publishes short articles (6 journal 
pages) with a fast turn-around. 

Christos Alexopoulos, one of the two I-Sim 
representatives to the WSC Board, presented the joint 
sponsorship agreement for WSC. There are four 
sponsors for WSC: I-Sim, ACM, IIE, and SCS. IEEE 
and NIST are technical sponsors. ASA dropped its 
sponsorship level last year to also become a technical 
sponsor (I-Sim became the beneficiary of their 
remaining funds.) INFORMS has signed an agreement 
stating that if WSC gets bankrupt, they will provide 
financial back up. Jim Wilson added that he worked 
hard to keep ASA on board but the fundamental issue 
was that ASA did not want to have unlimited liability 
and any financial responsibility. The WSC Foundation 
is an independent entity with $55,000 held by 
INFORMS. The goal is to have $100,000 for financial 
stability, which is what made INFORMS sign the 
agreement. One of the attendees commented that the 
simulation group does not have a voice in ASA (there 
is no chapter or society for simulation under ASA). 
Under the new agreement, each of the four sponsors 
has 1/4 interest in the finances of the conference: each 
organization will receive 1/4 of the income and be 
responsible for 1/4 of the liabilities and expenses. Each 
sponsor has one voting member on the WSC Board (I-
Sim has two representatives, each with 1/2 vote). 
Technical sponsors can be represented by non-voting 
technical representatives to the Board. INFORMS acts 
as the management agent for WSC. 

Jim Wilson gave an update on the simulation archives. 
There has been a lot of activity in the last few months. 
Bob Sargent donated $5,000 to establish an 
endowment. I-Sim contributed $10,000 to this. The 
archives are kept at the NC State Libraries. There will 
be full public access to the archives. An advisory 
committee has been established: Dick Nance, Bob 
Sargent, and Jim Wilson. A significant level of 
acquisition is expected in the near future. Bob 
Sargent’s idea is to raise the endowment to at least 
$20,000. The archives will be systematically 
catalogued by the NC State Libraries. See the related 

article in the newsletter for the details on the 
simulation archives and the books/journals that are 
already donated.  There was no other new business. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00pm. 

Attendees : In the interest of preventing email address 
harvesting, email addresses have been disguised. To get 
the true email address, replace <of> with @.  
 
Nilay Argon nilay<of>unc.edu 
Bahar Biller billerb<of>andrew.cmu.edu 
Jim Wilson jwilson<of>ncsu.edu 
Natalie Steiger nsteiger<of>maine.edu 
David Lane d.c.lane<of>lse.ac.uk 
Katy Hoad kathryn.hoad<of>wbs.ac.uk 
John Shortle jshortle<of>gmu.edu 
Chun-Hung Chen cchen9<of>gmu.edu 
Loo Hay Lee iseleelh<of>nus.edu.sg 
Seong-Hee Kim skim<of>isye.gatech.edu 
Barry L. Nelson nelsonb<of>northwestern.edu 
Hong Wan hwan<of>purdue.edu 
Feng Yang feng.yang<of>mail.wvu.edu 
Qianchuan Zhao zhaoqc<of>tsinghua.edu.cn 
Jianfeng Wang jwang5<of>gmu.edu 
Jie Xu jie.xu<of>u.northwestern.edu 
Hai Lan hailan2009<of>u.northwestern.edu 
Ted Allen allen.515<of>osu.edu 
Rafael Diaz rdiaz<of>odu.edu 
Deniz Ozdemir deniz<of>yalma.fime.uanl.mx 
Steven Wilcox swilcox2<of>gmu.edu 
Young-Jun Son son<of>sie.arizona.edu 
Raghu Pasupathy pasupath<of>vt.edu 
Bruce Schmeiser bruce<of>purdue.edu 
Samuel Qing-Shan Jia jiaqs<of>tsinghua.cn 
Ek Reng Chew isecep<of>nus.edu.sg 
Shane Henderson sgh9<of>cornell.edu 
Bo Zhang bozhang<of>gatech.edu 
Doug Samuelson samuelsondoug<of>yahoo.com 
Sandy Holt sholt<of>spa.com 
John Fowler john.fowler<of>asu.edu 
Scott Mason mason<of>uark.edu 
R.S. Hadavan rajesh.hadavan<of>gmail.com 
Mehdi Zakerifar mehdi.zakerifar<of>gmail.com 
Li Sun l0sun004<of>louisville.edu 
Pres White kpwhite<of>virginia.edu 
Eulu Zhou euluzhou<of>umd.edu 
Michael Fu mfu<of>rhsmith.umd.edu 
Sheldon Jacobson shj<of>illinois.edu 
Judy Lee gtg752u<of>mail.gatech.edu 
Yongqiang Wang yqwang<of>umd.edu 
Kun Lin klin<of>umd.edu 
Sigrun Andradottir sa<of>gatech.edu 
Ville Matila ville.a.matilla<of>tkk.fi 
Alireza Kabirian a_kabirian<of>yahoo.com 
Paul Glasserman pgz0<of>columbia.edu 
Shengfan Zhang szhang5<of>ncsu.edu 
Demet Batur dbatur2<of>unl.edu 
John Gardenier drgarden<of>verizon.net 
Turkan Gerdenier drgarden<of>verizon.net 
Christos Alexopoulos christos<of>isye.gatech.edu 
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INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop 
June 25-27, 2009, University of Warwick, Coventry, U.K. 
 
The INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop 
is a forum for researchers to exchange ideas and results  
and to discuss new developments in the simulation of 
stochastic process and discrete-event systems. The goal 
of the workshop is to bring together leading researchers 
working in a variety of theoretical, empirical, 
application and implementation domains in order to  
reflect on the central theme: Simulation: At the Interface 
of Modeling and Analysis.  
For additional information, please contact: 
Conference Chair:  Michael Kuhl; E-mail: 
Michael.Kuhl@rit.edu 
Program Chair: John Fowler; E-mail: 
John.Fowler@asu.edu 

Proceedings Chair: Loo Hay Lee; E-mail: 
iseleelh@nus.edu.sg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Details about the I-Sim Research Workshop can be 
found at <www.rit.edu/simulation/issrw>. 
 

Puzzle Posed 
Roy Creasey 
 
In honor of K. Preston White, Jr., who achieves a small 
miles60ne this year. 
 
Professor White presented the following problem to one 
of his graduate students.  “There is a very long hallway 
and on one wall of this hallway are 30,000 lights, each 
with a cord switch.  All of the lights are initially off.  For 
the first pass, each cord is pulled once, resulting in all of 
the lights turned on.  With the second pass, the cord on 
every second light is pulled once, resulting in turning off 
the second, fourth, sixth, etc. light.  With the third pass, 
the cord on every third light is pulled.  This continues  

until the number of passes equals the number of lights 
(30,000).  How many lights remain on?”  After thinking 
for a few minutes, the student provides an answer. 
“Excellent!” replied the professor.  “Now, let us 
consider patterns that can reduce the total number of 
passes.  With one change to the above procedure, I can 
reduce the number of passes by almost 50 percent and 
achieve the same outcome.  With two changes to the 
above procedure, I can reduce the number of passes by 
approximately 90 percent and achieve the same 
outcome.” 
 
What was the answer the student provided and what are 
the two changes? 

 



 INFORMS-Sim News • FALL 2008 

8 

 

2008 Winter Simulation Conference  
Miami, Florida, December 7-10 
Peter J. Haas (source: http://www.wintersim.org) 
 

 
 
The theme of WSC ’08 is “Global Gateway to 
Discovery.” The conference will be held at the 
InterContinental Hotel in Miami, Florida, on December 
7-10, 2008. WSC ’08 features a comprehensive program 
ranging from introductory tutorials and a hands-on 
introductory workshop to state-of-the-art research and 
practice. The conference includes student presentations, 
exhibits, training sessions by software vendors, business 
meetings for professional societies and software user 

groups, and a general reception. New to WSC this year 
is incorporation of the MASM (Modeling and Analysis 
for Semiconductor Manufacturing) Conference, the 
leading modeling and analysis conference specific to 
global semiconductor manufacturing and supply chain 
operations. MASM ’08 will feature an international 
panel discussion titled “Modeling and Analysis of 
Semiconductor Manufacturing in a Shrinking World: 
Challenges and Successes.” Additionally, as part of the 
conference’s international theme, WSC ’08 will feature 
a track titled “Simulation Around the World,” 
highlighting the uses of simulation practices in different 
global regions. The early registration deadline is 
November 5, 2008. For additional information about 
WSC ’08, visit http://www.wintersim.org.

  
 

CORS-INFORMS Joint International Meeting 
Toronto, Canada, June 14-17, 2009 
Peter J. Haas (source: 
http://meetings.informs.org/Toronto09) 
 
The Simulation Society plans to sponsor sessions at the 
CORS-INFORMS 2009 Joint International Meeting in 
Toronto, Canada, June 14-17, 2009. If you would like to 
organize a session for the conference or give a 
presentation in an I-SIM sponsored session, please 
contact Peter Haas (peterh@almaden.ibm.com) as soon 
as possible. The deadline for submitting abstracts is  
 

January 15, 2009. For details about the conference, 
please visit the conference website at 
http://meetings.informs.org/Toronto09. 
  

 
              

Sixth St. Petersburg Workshop on Simulation 
St. Petersburg, Russia, June 27-July 3, 2009 
Peter J. Haas (source: http://pws.math.spbu.ru) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department of Stochastic Simulation of St. 
Petersburg State University is sponsoring its sixth 
simulation workshop, in cooperation with the Simulation 
Society. This international conference is devoted to 
mathematical techniques in stochastic simulation, 

experimental design, applied statistics and related topics. 
The workshop is open to both researchers and 
practitioners. The organizers welcome papers devoted to 
both the development of mathematical theory and 
related algorithms, as well as applications of 
sophisticated simulation techniques. The workshop is 
also open to those who would like to participate without 
presenting a paper. Authors should submit electronic 
versions of papers during the period January 1 to 
January 31, 2009 to Prof. V. Melas using e-mail: 
v.melas@pochta.tvoe.tv. For further details, please visit 
the conference website at http://pws.math.spbu.ru.
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Report on the Stochastic Models and Simulation Department for 
Management Science 
Michael Fu, Departmental Editor, October 14, 2008 
 
Submission: Manuscripts must be submitted online at 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ms 
NB: a paper will be rejected if the Managerial Relevance 
Statement is inadequate!   
 
According to the statistics for the department compiled 
by the Managing Editor, Betty Martin, for the first three 
quarters of 2008 (January 1 through September 30), 
there were 37 new submissions and 17 resubmissions, 
and of 41 decisions made, there were 7 acceptances, 17 
rejections and 17 revisions requested.   The mean 
response time was 73 days for new submissions and 51 
days for resubmissions; 62% of new submissions and 
78% of resubmissions were decided within 90 days, and 
87% of new submissions and 100% of resubmissions 
were decided within 180 days.  These statistics are 
available online (along with the other departments for 
comparison) at 
http://www.informs.org/site/ManSci/index.php?c=15
&kat=Review+Statistics 
 
My term as Department Editor will end on December 
31, 2008, as Gerard Cachon will take over as Editor-in-
Chief of Management Science effective January 1, 2009.    

Gerard is re-evaluating the missions of each of the 
departments, so at this time the future of the department, 
including any possible successor, has not been 
determined.  
 
Associate Editors:    
Rene Caldentey, New York University  
Hong Chen, University of British Columbia 
Wedad Elmaghraby, University of Maryland 
Sandeep Juneja, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research  
Ger Koole, Vrije University of Amsterdam 
Steven Kou, Columbia University  
Leslie Servi, MIT Lincoln Laboratory 
Enver Yücesan, INSEAD 

 
 
Michael Fu 
Decision, Operations, & Information Technologies 
Department 
Robert H. Smith School of Business 
University of Maryland 
College Park, MD 20742-1815 
E-mail: mfu@rhsmith.umd.edu 
Phone: (301) 405-2241 
FAX: (301) 405-8655 

 
Report on the Informs Journal on Computing 
Marvin Nakayama, Simulation Area Editor  
 

The simulation area of the Informs Journal on 
Computing (JOC) received 17 new submissions from 
October 1, 2007, to September 30, 2008.  During this 
period, there were 4 accepts, 10 rejects, and 11 revise-
and-resubmits.  The average turnaround during this 
period over all rounds of submission is 41 days. 
 
The Associate Editors in the JOC Simulation Area are 
Russell Barton, James M. Calvin, Bruno Tuffin 
and Enver Yucesan. 
 
The JOC Simulation Area covers all computational 
aspects of simulation. We seek high-quality papers 
on the computational aspects of simulation model 

building, simulation data structures, simulation 
modeling and experiment environments, stochastic 
input modeling, random-variate generation, output 
analysis, simulation-optimization, variance-reduction  
methods for simulation experiments, and other aspects  
of simulation modeling, experimentation, and 
analysis. Tutorials and applications in the above areas 
that are comprehensive and integrate from multiple 
sources are also welcome. 
 
All submissions must be made electronically through  
Manuscript Central.  Complete instructions for authors  
are available at http://joc.pubs.informs.org. 
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Report on the Simulation Area for Operations Research 
Shane G. Henderson, Operations Research Simulation Area Editor, September 22, 2008 
Activity in the Simulation Area of Operations Research (Feb 13, 2008 to Sept 22, 2008) 
 
 
I’m delighted to welcome Jeff Hong as an Associate 
Editor at Operations Research. Jeff joins Steve Chick, 
Peter Haas, Tito Homem-de-Mello and Seong-Hee 
Kim. Many thanks to them for their tremendous efforts! 
 
For the period specified, there were 13 new 
submissions and 3 resubmissions. There were 9 
rejections, 8 revise-and-resubmit decisions and 1 
acceptance. For decisions on new submissions made in 
this period, 4 were late (between 3 and 6 months from 
date of submission) and none were very late. For 
decisions on resubmissions, none were late (more than 
2 months from date of resubmission). 
 
The simulation area of Operations Research looks for 
significant work in simulation modeling, methodology 

and applications that advance the knowledge and 
practice of simulation. In addition to the traditional 
research areas, we welcome contributions that develop 
the interface of simulation with other methodological 
areas, e.g., optimization and applied probability, and 
with application areas, e.g., service industries like 
healthcare and financial engineering, manufacturing, 
and business dynamics. In general, papers should be of 
interest to a broad O.R. audience, and not just to the 
simulation community, although we certainly welcome 
papers that represent major theoretical progress. 
 
Please submit papers electronically via the Manuscript 
Central O.R. Web site 
(http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre).

 

 
Report on ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation 
(TOMACS) 
Jim Wilson, Editor-in-Chief, ACM TOMACS, October 10, 2008 
 
Here is a summary of the editorial activities of the 
ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer 
Simulation (TOMACS) for the period January 1, 2008 -
- October 10, 2008: 
 
    # Papers submitted: 43 
    # Papers accepted:  17 
    # Papers rejected:  26 
    # Papers withdrawn:  1 
 
As of October 10, 2008, there were 23 papers in review 
and 12 papers were being revised by the authors.  As 
reported by Manuscript Central for the prior twelve 
months, the average time from submission to the first 
editorial feedback was 81 days; and for all papers with 
a final decision during that period, the average time 
from original submission to final decision was 78 days.   

From the ACM TOMACS Editorial Scope and Charter: 
The ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer 
Simulation (TOMACS) provides a single archival 
source for the publication of high-quality research and 
developmental results in computer simulation. The 
subjects of emphasis are discrete event simulation, 
combined discrete and continuous simulation, as 
well as Monte Carlo methods. Papers in continuous 
simulation will also receive serious consideration if 
their contributions to modeling and simulation in 
general are substantial.  For more information on 
TOMACS, visit 
              http://www.linklings.net/tomacs/ 
on the Web. 
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Puzzle Solved 
Roy Creasey 
 
Let n be the number of lights and m be the number of the 
upcoming pass, or m = 1, 2, …, n.  For each light, define 
I j, j = 1, 2, …, n,  as the indicator for the light, where I j = 
0 indicates the light is off and I j = 1 indicates the light is 
on.  Below is shown the outcome for n = 10 lights and m 
= 10 passes. 
 
 

m\n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
init 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
2 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 
3 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 
4 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 
5 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 
6 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 
7 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 
8 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
9 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 
10 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Continuing for n = 30000 lights and m = 30000 passes, 
we find that lights 1, 4, 9, 16, 25, …, 29929 remain on, 
with a pattern of 12, 22, 32, …, 1732.  Therefore, for n 
lights,  n  lights remain on, where  •  indicates 

rounding down to the nearest integer.  For the n = 30000 
problem, 173 lights would remain on. 
 
If we look again at the above n = 10 table, we observe 
that after the fifth pass each cord is only pulled once.  
Therefore, the first change to the procedure is: when m > 
n/2, pull every cord from light m to light n once, then 
stop.  For n = 30000, the number of passes reduces to 
15001. 
 
For m > 1, at each mk-th light, where k = 1, 2, …, pull 
the cord k times and remove the light from the list of 
lights remaining to pull.  For example, when m = 2, pull 
Light 2 once, Light 4 twice, Light 8 three times, ….  As 
a result (in this example), passes m = 4, m = 8, … are 
not required.  When m > n/2, implement the first change 
on the remaining lights.

   

Event Calendar 
Roy Creasey 
 
IASTED Conference on Environmental Modelling and 
Simulation, 
Orlando, Florida, November 16 – 18, 2008, WWW: 
http://www.iasted.org/conferences/ 
 
9th Asia Pacific Industrial Engineering and Management System 
and the 12th Asia Pacific Regional Meeting of International 
Foundation for Production Research, Bali, Indonesia, 
December 3 – 5, 2008. WWW: http://www.apiems2008.org 
 
Winter Simulation Conference 2008, Miami, FL, 
December 7 – 10, 2008. WWW: http://www.wintersim.org 
 
2007 IEEE/WIC/ACM International Conference on Web 
Intelligence (WI) and Intelligent Agent Technology (IAT), 
Sydney, Australia, December 9 – 12, 2008, WWW: 
http://datamining.it.uts.edu.au/wi08/html/ 
 
2008 IEEE International Conference on Data Mining (ICDM’08), 
Pisa, Italy, December 15 – 19, 2008, WWW: 
http://www.icdm08.isti.cnr.it 
 
International Conference on Computational Intelligence for 
Modelling, Control and Automation, Vienna, Austria, 
December 10 – 12, 2008, WWW: 
http://community.ise.canberra.au/conference/cimca08/ 
 
3rd International Conference on Modeling, Simulation and 
Applied Optimization (ICMSAO’09), Sharjah, UAE, 

January 20 – 22, 2009, WWW: 
http://www.aus.edu/conferences/ icmsao09/index.php 
 
PowerPlantSim’09 Conference, Charleston, SC, February 8 – 13, 
2009, WWW: http://www.scs.org/Conferences.cfm#20 
 
6th Vienna International Conference on Mathematical Modelling 
(MATHMOD 2009), Vienna, Austria, February 11 – 13, 2009, 
WWW: http://www.mathmod.at/ 
 
IEEE 2009 International Conference on Model-Based Systems 
Engineering (MBSE) – formerly ICSEM, Herzeliya and Haifa, 
Israel, March 2 – 5, 2009, WWW: http://www.mbse-org.org 
 
IASTED International Conference on Web-based Education 
(WBE 2009), Phuket, Thailand, March 16 – 18, 2009, WWW: 
http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-610.html. 
 
3rd Annual IEEE Systems Conference, Vancouver, BC, Canada, 
March 23-26, 2009 
 
2009 INFORMS Conference on OR/MS Practice: Applying 
Science to the Art of Business, Phoenix, Arizona, April 24 – 
26, 2009. WWW: http://meetings.informs.org/Practice09/. 
 
Spring Simulation MultiConference 2009, San Diego, CA, March 
22 – 27, 2009, WWW: http://www.scs.org/Conferences.cfm#23. 
 
Simulation Interoperability Workshop, San Diego, CA, 
March 23 – 27, 2009, WWW: http://www.sisostds.org/. 
 
IIE Annual Conference and Exposition 2009, Miami, FL, 
May 30 – June 3, 2009. WWW: http://www.iienet2.org/annual2 
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International Conference on Industrial Engineering and Systems 
Management, Montreal, Canada, May 13 – 15, 2009, WWW: 
http://symposia.cirrelt.ca/IESM09/en/Home 
 
CORS/INFORMS International Toronto 2009, Toronto, Canada, 
June 14 – 17, 2009, WWW: 
http://meetings.informs.org/Toronto09 
 
2009 INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop, 
Coventry, 
United Kingdom, June 25 – 27, 2009, WWW: 
http://www.rit.edu/kgcoe/ise/simulation/issrw 
 
2009 IEEE Multi-Conference on Systems and Control (MSC), 
St. Petersburg, Russia, July 8 – 10, 2009, WWW: 
http://conf.physcon.ru/msc09/ 
 
2009 Summer Simulation MultiConference, Istanbul, Turkey, July 

13 – 16, 2009, WWW: http://www.scs.org/Conferences.cfm#26. 
 
2009 International Conference on Simulation of Semiconductor 
Processes and Devices (SISPAD 2009), San Diego, CA, 
September 9 – 11, 2009. WWW: http://www.sispad.org/. 
 
INFORMS Annual Meeting 2009, San Diego, California 
October 11 – 14, 2009, WWW: http://meetings.informs.org/ 
 
2009 IEEE International Conference on Systems, Man and 
Cybernetics – SMC, San Antonio, Texas, October 11 – 14, 1009, 
WWW: http://www.smc2009.org 
 
IASTED Asian Conference on Modelling, Simulation and 
Identification, 
Beijing, China, October 12 – 14, 2009. WWW: 
http://www.iasted.com/conferences/ 
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