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President’s Message 

 
We have grown rapidly over the past year or two during and following the 
transition from our status as the College on Simulation, to our status as the 
INFORMS Simulation Society (INFORMS-Sim or I-Sim for short).  Our 
growth has not only increased in terms of membership, as a most recent count 
shows that we are over 640 members strong, but also in terms of diversity.  
That diversity can be viewed from several perspectives.   
 
One perspective on diversity is the global reach of I-Sim.  In part, that global 
reach is reflected by the fact that over 150 of us are based outside of the United 
States.  The global reach is evidenced by some of the activities of I-Sim around 
the world.  In addition to the perennial activities of I-Sim within the U.S., such 
as the INFORMS Fall Conference, the Winter Simulation Conference, and 
participation in the INFORMS Practice Conference, I-Sim was cosponsor of 
the Third Simulation Research Workshop of the Operational Research Society 
(UK) Simulation Study Group, which was held in late March 2006.  That 
conference had strong participation and over 30 talks on a broad range of 
topics, including specific simulation stories from a variety of industries and 
applications (healthcare delivery, maintenance, automotive order fulfillment, 
pharmaceutical, and more), implementation issues (e.g., web-based, agent-
based, generic model building), and theoretical advances (e.g., dynamic 
modeling, uncertainty models).  These and other papers can be reached via I-
Sim’s WWW site.  It is not possible to recognize everybody that helped make 
that Workshop a reality, but I would like to particularly mention I-Sim member 
Stewart Robinson, and colleagues Simon Taylor and Sally Brailsford.  I-Sim is 
also supporting its first Research Workshop, which will be held in France in 
July 2007.  The call for papers is located elsewhere in this Newsletter.  I would 
like to see this international dimension of I-Sim cultivated further. 
 
Continued on Page 3 
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INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter is published in the Spring and Fall of each year by the INFORMS Simulation Society.  
Membership in the Simulation Society is independent of membership in Institute for Operations Research and the Management 
Sciences.  The annual membership fee for non-INFORMS members is $20.00; INFORMS members may join for $10.00.  The fee for 
students and retired members who are also members of INFORMS is $5.00. 

 
 

To join, call 1-800 4 INFORMS (from the USA) or  (+1)(410) 850-0300 (from outside the USA). Or point your web browser to http://www.informs-
sim.org/join.html. Or contact the secretary, Nilay Argon. Her address information appears on the front cover. Please pass along this announcement to others 
who might be interested in joining. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter, 901 Elkridge Landing Road, Suite 
400, Linthicum, MD 21090. 
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Please pass along printouts of the newsletter to friends 
and colleagues, or let them know about the INFORMS 
Simulation Society World Wide Web page.  You’ll get 

more than just a newsletter.  Its URL is 
 

http://www.informs-sim.org/ 
 

 
This web page is designed to be a general source of information and WWW links for 
the simulation community, with a particular focus on society interests and activities.  
There are often additional special items, such as WSC’06, and upcoming INFORMS 
conferences. 

Editor’s Corner 
 
Starting from this issue, I will work with Raghu Pasupathy, the Associate 
Newsletter Editor, to prepare the I-Sim Newsletter. Both of us are grateful to 
Steve Chick, the society president, for giving us this opportunity to serve the 
society. We also want to thank Loo-Hay Lee and Seong-Hee Kim, the past 
Newsletter Editor and Associate Newsletter Editor, for providing guidance and 
sharing their experience. We will work hard and try our best to make this 
newsletter continue to be a good channel for disseminating information, 
exchanging views and entertaining our members. We also welcome and 
encourage our members to contribute to the Newsletter by sharing their 
experience, providing information, and giving us suggestions. If there are 
things that you would like to share, please feel free to approach me or Raghu. 
 
For this issue, there are several things to feature: First, from the President’s 
message, you will get to know the new officers of the I-Sim Society and the 
changes in the committees.  Second, you will find the highlights of this year’s 
INFORMS annual conference and Winter Simulation Conference.  Third, there 
is a call for papers for the exciting I-Sim workshop that will take place in 
Fontainebleau, France next July. 
 
 
Warm Regards, 
Jeff 
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President’s Message Continued 
 
A second perspective on diversity is with respect to the 
Committee on Underrepresented Minorities and 
Women (CUMW) and the PhD Colloquium 
Committee of I-Sim.  The CUMW is evaluating 
several initiatives to encourage a more diverse 
participation in the Winter Simulation Conference each 
year through outreach to minorities and women.  I 
would like to thank Natalie Steiger, chair of the 
committee, Theresa Roeder who has been very 
proactive in evaluating how to extend the impact of the 
committee, and Jesus Jimenez, who is a new member 
of that committee.  Appreciation goes to John Fowler, 
and outgoing members of that committee.  Similarly, 
the PhD committee, chaired by Young-Jun Son, with 
Theresa Roeder and Victor Chan, deserves recognition 
for newness in the PhD Colloquium, a regular event at 
WSC.  This year, the PhD Colloquium begins a new I-
Sim/ACM-SIGSIM Best Student Paper award, thanks 
to the efforts of our I-Sim team and ACM-SIGSIM 
representative Simon Taylor. 
 

There are a number of other individuals that donate 
their time and energy for I-Sim activities that I would 
like to thank.  Importantly, these committees play a 
role for the healthy functioning of I-Sim, and if you 
have constructive input please contact myself or the 
chairs of these volunteer committees.  The 
Communications Committee, chaired by Jim Wilson 
and accompanied by Jack Kleijnen and David Kelton, 
is designed to help coordinate our various modes of 
communication, including our WWW pages, this 
Newsletter, our email list-serve, and postal mailings.  
For the Newsletter in specific, I’m pleased to welcome 
Jeff Hong as Newsletter Editor and Raghu Pasupathy 
as Associate Newsletter Editor.  The past Newsletter 
Editor, Loo Hay Lee, has agreed to chair the 
membership committee, which is dedicated to finding 
ways to improve value to our current members, retain  
 
 
 

members, and help to generate awareness of and 
interest in I-Sim for individuals that are active in 
simulation but may not yet be members.  He will be 
joined by Melouk Sharif and Roberto Lu.  Seong-Hee 
Kim, the former Associate Newsletter Editor, was 
elected to become Treasurer, and Nilay Argon was 
elected to become Secretary.  Joan Donohue has 
agreed to chair the Awards committee, and is joined by 
Keebom Kang.  They will be identifying awards that 
are external to I-Sim, that members of I-Sim have won, 
or may be eligible to win, with an eye toward 
celebrating simulation success stories, be that in 
practice or in research.  If you are aware of such 
awards, please let Joan know about them.  Finally, I 
wish to thank the members of the Distinguished 
Service Award, Lifetime Professional Achievement 
Award, and Outstanding Publication Award 
committees.  Please think of those committees and of 
nominating individuals that deserve recognition with 
such awards. 
 

There are two new members of the I-Sim Council, and 
advisory board for the functioning of our organization.  
They are John O. Miller and Russell Cheng.  They join 
Martha Centeno and Preston White, and replace John 
Carson and Enver Yücesan.  Thank you.  I would also 
like to thank Russell Barton in particular for his service 
as I-Sim’s past president, and Mike Kuhl for his 
continued service, this time in the role of Vice-
President. 
 

These individuals, and others, each contribute in a 
variety of ways to the successful functioning of I-Sim.  
The work is done on a volunteer basis.  If you see ways 
that I-Sim can offer improved benefits of membership, 
and would like to contribute, please contact me, or one 
of the officers, and I’m sure that we can find a way to 
put your energy and talent to work! 
 

-- Steve Chick 
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INFORMS Simulation Society 
Treasurer’s Report 
Seong-Hee Kim 
October 16, 2006. 

 
 
 

Net Worth 
August 31, 2006 

ASSETS 
 Cash and Bank Accounts 
  INFORMS Account Available 21,955.50 
  INFORMS-CS Checking 2,874.35 
  INFORMS Account  
 (Deferred dues for 2006)     170.00* 
TOTAL ASSETS  24,999.85 
 
 
LIABILITIES 
 Outstanding Check 500.00 
 
NET WORTH 24,499.85 
 
 
 
Headquarters Account funds are held by the INFORMS 
office: 901 Elkridge Landing Road; Suite 400; 
Linthicum MD  21090-2909.  Checking account funds 
on deposit with Bank of America, 10 Light Street, 
Baltimore MD 21202 (checking account number 
003936322008). 
 
 

 

2006 Year-to-Date Cash Flow report 
August 31, 2006 

INFLOWS* 
  Dues Income (as of June 30, 2006)* 4,400.00 
  ’05 WSC Surplus 4,500.00 
           ’05 PhD Colloquium  
  Reimbursed by WSC  1,700.00 
  Contributions 250.00 
  Interest Incomes* 192.73 
TOTAL INFLOWS  11,042.73 
OUTFLOWS (includes December ’05 outflows) 
  ’05 LPAA Award 2,541.48 
  ’05 Ph.D. Colloquium 1,700.00 
  ’05 Outstanding Publication Award 500.00 
  CUMW Awards 595.00 
  WSC’05 Reception 1,787.00 
  Web Page Maintenance 1,200.00 
TOTAL OUTFLOWS  8,323.48 
 
NET CASH FLOW 2,719.25  
 
 
* Deferred dues for 2007 are funds received but that 
become available only on January 1, 2007 and are 
therefore not counted in the total inflows.  Interest 
income from the account held at INFORMS 
headquarters is not calculated until the end of the 
calendar year.  Interest income for 2005 was $192.73. 
Dues income reflects actual receipts to INFORMS 
office until 6/30/06.  For the entire calendar year 2005, 
there was $5,762 in dues revenue.   
 
 
 

The Puzzle: Parking on the Median? 
Raghu Pasupathy 
 
Imagine a long roadway where incidents (departments 
of transportation now prefer using the term “incident” 
to “accident” because the term “accident” sounds like 
an unpreventable event) are distributed according to 
the spatial density function ( )f x , where the 
measurement x  is from some arbitrary reference. So, 
the probability of the next incident occurring in the 

interval [ ]a b,  is ( )
b

a
f x dx∫ . You are in charge of an 

incident response unit. 

Assuming you can travel on the shoulder at 
constant speed, where on the highway should you be 
parked so as to minimize your expected response time 
to the next incident?  

 

If you control n  response units (as opposed to just 
one), where would you park them? 
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Secretary’s Corner 
 
I would like to first thank Shane Henderson for his past 
service as secretary. It is not going to be easy to fill his 
shoes, especially his humorous corner in the 
Newsletter! 
 

In this newsletter, I would like to share with you some 
information that I pulled out from the latest 
membership list. As of September 5, 2006, we have 
647 members on the list. Although this may seem like 
a pretty healthy number, be aware that involved in this 
total number are 160 members whose memberships 
expired last year. As it has been indicated several times 
in the past in the newsletters and also at the business 
meetings, to maintain our status as an INFORMS 
society, we need to keep our membership total at a 
level above 500. So, please renew your membership 
and encourage your colleagues and students (if you are 
in the academia) to join our society! 
 

Here is some more information from our membership 
list. Looking at our members’ profiles, one can see that 
we have a good balance between academic and non-
academic members. To be more precise, among 640+  

members of our society, approximately 330 members 
are from academia, and the remaining 300+ members 
include those who work in industry, government, or 
military. Our society also maintains a healthy number 
of international members -- approximately, one fourth 
of our members report non-US mailing addresses.  
Finally, student members constitute almost one fourth 
of all members (the remaining members are either 
regular or retired members). Although these figures are 
encouraging, there still seems to exist more 
opportunities to increase the representation of 
international members and also student members in our 
society.  
 

If you have any suggestions on membership and 
retention issues, you can contact me (my contact 
information is on the front cover of this newsletter). I 
will make sure to convey your message to the 
recruiting and retention committee. 
 
Cheers! 
 

Nilay Tanik Argon   
 
 

Society Sponsors Under-Represented Minorities and Women 
Theresa Roeder 
 
The Simulation Society awards sponsorships to assist 
in the costs of attending the Winter Simulation 
Conference (WSC) in an effort to support and 
encourage newcomers to the field of simulation and to 
spur interest in the field among under-represented 
minorities and women. This year's award will cover 
the cost of the conference registration and give a free 
year's membership to the Society. In addition, a 
luncheon will be hosted to give awardees an 
opportunity to meet each other and other members of 

the Society. If possible, some travel assistance will be 
provided. Priority will be given to first-time attendees. 
 
To apply for one of these awards for this year's WSC, 
please send a statement of purpose and letter of 
recommendation demonstrating the applicant's promise 
as a Society member to Theresa Roeder at 
tmroeder@sfsu.edu. The deadline for applications is 
November 8, 2006. 
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INFORMS 2006 Annual Conference 
Simulation Society Highlights 
Mike Kuhl 

 
 
The INFORMS Simulation Society is sponsoring 7 
sessions at the INFORMS 2006 Annual Conference, 
scheduled to take place in Pittsburgh, PA on November 
5-8. Sessions on Monday (Nov. 6) include those 
chaired by Jeffrey Smith (8 a.m.: Simulation-Based 
Shop Floor Control), Bahar Biller (10 a.m.: 
Simulation), Hong Wan (1:30 p.m.: Statistical 
Methods, Quality Control, and Simulation). On 
Tuesday (Nov. 7) sessions will be chaired by Shane 
Henderson (8 a.m.: Simulation in Financial 
Engineering, and 10 a.m.: Joint Healthcare/Simulation: 
Simulation in Health Care), Raghu Pasupathy (1:30 
p.m.: Simulation-Optimization), and Seong-Hee Kim 
(4:30 p.m.: Joint Session SIM/QRS: Statistical 
Methods in Quality Control and Simulation I). Thanks 

for Steve Chick for organizing the Simulation 
Society’s cluster of sessions and thanks to each of the 
session organizers, as well as to the speakers in those 
sessions, for helping to make for a great conference. 
More details about each of the talks in those sessions 
can be found by searching the on-line program at 
 

http://meetings.informs.org/Pittsburgh06/. 
 
You are also invited to the INFORMS Simulation 
Society Business Meeting on Sunday, November 5, at 
6:15 p.m. Please come out to meet your simulation 
colleagues. 

 

  
 

Member’s Corner: Teaching Simulation at Small Colleges 
Larry M. Leemis, The College of William & Mary 
 
A large university is afforded the luxury of having a 
sequence of three or four discrete-event simulation 
classes, where each class builds on material from 
previous classes. Smaller institutions can't take this 
approach because the pre-requisite structure would not 
have enough enrollment in the more advanced 
classes.  We have a small graduate program here at 
The College of William & Mary, and we offer three 
simulation classes, each of which is introductory in 
nature. 
 
The first class emphasizes programming and 
algorithms. The computer science pre-requisites are 
high, but the probability and statistics requirements are 
minimal.  All programming is done in C or Java, and 
consists primarily of modifying existing 
software.  Random number generation is covered in 
detail, and other topics are surveyed. 

 
The second class emphasizes modeling.  A simulation 
programming language is used, and students are 
required to model and animate a real-world problem 
under the supervision of an industrial  sponsor.  Most 
of the graduate students take this class toward the end 
of their masters degree.  A mini-symposium is held on 
the last day of class when students present their 
models. 
 
The third class emphasizes the probabilistic and 
statistical aspects of discrete-event simulation.  This 
class has a much higher probability and statistics pre-
requisite than the other two classes.  Topics include 
input modeling, variate generation, output analysis, 
ranking and selection, and optimization. 
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INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop 
“Simulation for Better Decisions in an Uncertain World” 
July 5-7, 2007 
INSEAD, Fontainebleau, France 
Mike Kuhl 
 

 

 
The INFORMS Simulation Society Research 
Workshop is a new forum for researchers to exchange 
ideas and results and to discuss new developments in 
the simulation of stochastic process and discrete-event 
systems.  The first workshop will be held in July 2007 
at the Fontainebleau, France campus of INSEAD. The 
theme of the first Workshop is “Simulation for better 
decisions in an uncertain world”.   The goal is to bring 
together leading researchers working in a variety of 
theoretical, empirical, application and implementation 
domains in order to reflect on a common theme: How 

can simulation most effectively support better 
decisions?   
 
Proposals to organize sessions may be submitted 
through January 2007. The abstract submission 
deadline for talks, sessions, and panel sessions is 
February 1, 2007. If you would like to organize a 
session, please contact Steve Chick or Enver Yücesan 
at SimConf07@insead.edu. Additional information 
about the research workshop is available at 

 

http://www.insead.edu/issrw/. 
 

 
 

2007 INFORMS Conference on OR Practice  
April 29 – May 1, 2007 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada   
Mike Kuhl  
 
The Annual INFORMS Conference on OR Practice 
will be held in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
on April 29-May 1, 2007. Comprehensive information 
is available at  
 

http://meetings.informs.org/Practice07/. 
 
The conference is particularly targeted to analytic 
practitioners in all application areas, and academics 
that are interested in practice-oriented OR. Features of 
the conference will be the Edelman Award 

Competition, the Young Researcher Roundtable, and 
the INFORMS Professional Colloquium. There is also 
a call for presentations, as this year’s conference will 
see an expansion of speaker invitations to a broad 
spectrum of practitioners and academics. The deadline 
for submitting a proposal to present is December 15, 
2006. For further details, see 
 

http://meetings.informs.org/Practice07/callforpresentat
ions.html.  
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2006 Winter Simulation Conference 
December 3-6, 2006 
Monterey, California 
Mike Kuhl 
 
WSC ’06 will be held in picturesque Monterey, 
California, USA at the beautiful Portola Plaza Hotel on 
December 3-6, 2006.  Adjacent to Fisherman’s Wharf 
and downtown Monterey, the Portola Plaza is within 
walking distance of the famed Monterey Bay 
Aquarium and a short drive to Carmel, California with 
its numerous shops and restaurants.  WSC ’06 provides 
an opportunity to enjoy some of the finest natural 
scenery along the northern California coast. 
 
Our keynote speaker will be Professor Edward Lee of 
the University of California at Berkeley.  Professor Lee 
is a well-known researcher in the modeling and 
simulation field whose research interests center on          
design, modeling, and simulation of embedded, real-

time computational systems. He is a director of 
CHESS, the Berkeley Center for Hybrid and 
Embedded Software Systems, and is the director of the 
Berkeley Ptolemy project. 
 
WSC ‘06 features a comprehensive program ranging 
from introductory tutorials to state-of-the-art research 
and practice. The conference includes student 
presentations, exhibits, training sessions by software 
vendors, business meetings for professional societies 
and software user groups and a general reception. For 
additional information visit  
 

http://www.wintersim.org.
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Report on ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation 
 (TOMACS) 
Jim Wilson, Editor-in-Chief, ACM TOMACS 
October 5, 2006 
 

Here is an updated summary of the editorial activities 
of the ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer 
Simulation (TOMACS) for the period January 1, 2006 
-- October 5, 2006: 
 
      # Papers submitted: 60 
      # Papers accepted:  24 
      # Papers rejected:  41 
      # Papers withdrawn:  1 
 
As of October 5, 2006, there were 21 papers in review 
and 11 papers were being revised by the authors. 
 
From the ACM TOMACS Editorial Scope and 
Charter: The ACM Transactions on Modeling and 

Computer Simulation (TOMACS) provides a single 
archival source for the publication of high-quality 
research and developmental results in computer 
simulation. The subjects of emphasis are discrete event 
simulation, combined discrete and continuous 
simulation, as well as Monte Carlo methods. Papers in 
continuous simulation will also receive serious 
consideration if their contributions to modeling and 
simulation in general are substantial.  For more 
information on TOMACS, visit 
 

              http://www.linklings.net/tomacs/ 
 

on the Web. 

 
 

 

Report on the Simulation Area for Operations Research 
Shane G. Henderson, Operations Research Simulation Area Editor  
September 22, 2006 
Activity in the Simulation Area of Operations Research (Feb 20, 2006 to Sept 22, 2006)

For the period specified, there were 8 new submissions 
and 3 resubmissions. There were 3 rejections, 4 revise-
and-resubmit recommendations and 1 acceptance. Of 
these 8 decisions, 1 was late by 18 days. (Our goals are 
to return reviews within 4 months of new submissions, 
and 2 months of revisions.) 
 
The Associate Editors in the Simulation Area are 
Stephen E. Chick, Peter Haas, Tito Homem-de-Mello 
and Seong-Hee Kim. And they are all doing a 
stunningly good job! 
 
For prospective authors:              
The simulation area of Operations Research looks for 

significant work in simulation modeling, methodology 
and applications that advance the knowledge and 
practice of simulation. In addition to the traditional 
research areas, we welcome contributions that develop 
the interface of simulation with other methodological 
areas, e.g., optimization and applied probability, and 
with application areas, e.g., service industries like 
healthcare and financial engineering, manufacturing, 
and business dynamics. 
 
Please submit papers electronically via the Manuscript 
Central O.R. Web site 
 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre.
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Report on the Stochastic Models and Simulation Department for 
Management Science 
Michael Fu, Departmental Editor 
October 5, 2006 
 
Department’s Editorial Objectives: We are interested 
in innovative modeling and methodological 
contributions that have relevance to the current theory 
and practice of management science, or have potential 
to be relevant in the future. A more detailed statement 
may be found at 
 

http://mansci.pubs.informs.org/statements.html#stocha
stic. 
 
Submission: Manuscripts must be submitted online at  
 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ms. 
 
Manuscripts submitted to the department prior to 2006 
are being handled by Wally Hopp, the Editor-in-Chief, 
with the exception of those papers having co-authors 
affiliated with Northwestern University, which I am 
handling.   
 
According to the statistics for the department compiled 
by the Managing Editor, Betty Martin, from January 1 
through September 30, there were 24 new submissions 
and 3 resubmissions.  For new submissions, 19 
decisions were made during that time frame, of which 
16 were rejections and 3 were revise/resubmit 

recommendations; for revised submissions, there were 
4 decisions made, of which 1 was an acceptance and 3 
requested further revisions.  The average response time 
for new submissions was 77 days and for 
resubmissions 80 days. 
 
Associate Editors:   
Rene Caldentey, New York University  
Hong Chen, University of British Columbia 
Sandeep Juneja, Tata Institute of Fundamental 

Research  
Steven Kou, Columbia University  
Erica Plambeck, Stanford University 
Leslie Servi, MIT Lincoln Laboratory 
Enver Yücesan, INSEAD 

 
 
Michael Fu 
Decision & Information Technologies Department 
Robert H. Smith School of Business 
University of Maryland 
College Park, MD 20742-1871 
E-mail: mfu@rhsmith.umd.edu 
Phone: (301) 405-2241 
Fax: (301) 405-8655 

 
  
Report on the Simulation Area of the INFORMS Journal on Computing 
Susan Sanchez, Simulation Area Editor  
October 27, 2006 
 
The Simulation Area is interested in all computational 
aspects of simulation.  We seek high-quality research 
on the computational aspects of simulation model 
building, simulation data structures, simulation 
modeling and experiment environments, stochastic 
input modeling, random-variate generation, output 
analysis, optimization, variance-reduction methods for 
simulation experiments, and other aspects of 
simulation modeling, experimentation, and 
analysis.  Tutorials and applications in the above areas 
that are comprehensive and integrate from multiple 
sources are also welcome. 
 

Complete instructions for authors are available at 
http://joc.pubs.informs.org.  Electronic submissions 
(preferably in .PDF format) should be sent to: 
 

Susan M. Sanchez 
Simulation Area Editor, INFORMS JOC 
ssanchez@nps.edu 
Operations Research Department 
273 Glasgow Hall 
Naval Postgraduate School 
Monterey, CA 93943-5219 
831-656-2780 (phone) 
831-656-2595 (fax) 
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Since the Spring 2006 newsletter, there have been 
eight new submissions and five resubmissions, two 
acceptances, and five rejections.  Four papers are with 
authors and nine papers are in the review process. 
 
The Associate Editors are Paul Fishwick (University of 
Florida), Marvin Nakayama (New Jersey Institute of  

 
Technology), Harriet Black Nembhard (Pennsylvania 
State University), Leyuan Shi (University of 
Wisconsin-Madison) and Enver Yucesan (INSEAD). 
 
 
 

 
 

Ph. D. Colloquium 
Young-Jun Son 
 
The Ph.D. Colloquium at the 2006 WSC promises to 
be an exciting opportunity for Ph.D. students to present 
their work to the public. Michael Fu will share his 
long-time experiences with the simulation discipline 
and give advice and comments in his keynote address 
during the Ph.D. luncheon.  For students who are 
accepted and participate, the following support will be 
provided: 1) the General Chair of WSC2006 provides 
$100 reimbursement for the conference registration; 2) 
the Simulation Society provides complimentary one-
year membership in the Simulation Society; 3) 
ACM/SIGSIM provides complimentary luncheon. 
 
In addition to the presentations, Poster Session, and 
complementary luncheon, students have had the 

opportunity to have their papers considered for the new 
I-Sim/ACM-SIGSIM Best Student Paper award. Nine 
finalists have been selected based on their papers 
which were accepted through the regular WSC 
submission process. These finalists will be further 
judged on the Colloquium presentations as well as 
their papers for the award winner. There will be two 
winners: best computer science-focused paper, and 
best OR/MS-focused paper. Each winner will receive a 
$200 prize. For more information on the Ph.D. 
Colloquium and Best Student Paper award, contact 
Young-Jun Son at son@sie.arizona.edu, Theresa 
Roeder at tmroeder@sfsu.edu, or Victor Chan at 
chanw@rpi.edu. 

 
 

Solution to the Puzzle  
Raghu Pasupathy 
 

If you are located at l , and v  is the constant speed 
at which you travel, the expected response time is  
 

      

( )
( ) ( )

1
( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

l

l

x l
r l f x dx

v

l x f x dx x l f x dx
v

∞

−∞

∞

−∞

| − |=

= − + − ,

∫

∫ ∫
 

 

and  

( )1 1
( ) ( ) ( ) (2 ( ) 1)

l

l
r l f x dx f x dx F l

v v

∞

−∞
′ = + − = − ,∫ ∫  

 

where ( ) ( )
l

F l f x dx
−∞

= ∫ . So, ( )r l  attains its minimum 

when ( ) 0 5F l = . , which means it is best to park on the 
median! The solution essentially asks to park at a 
location where the probability of an incident happening 
to the “right” is exactly the same as the probability of 

an incident happening to the “left.” Depending on the 
nature of ( )f x , however, the median may not be 
unique and different choices might produce the same 
expected response time but with very different 
variances.  

 
When there are n  units, we go through the same 

procedure to arrive at the parking locations 1 2 nl l … l, , ,  

such that 
 

    1 2( ) 1 2 ( ) 3 2 ( ) (2 1) 2nF l n F l n … F l n n= / , = / , , = − / .   
 

Incidentally, this placement ensures that the probability 
of the next incident being closest to any particular 
response unit is the same across response units, and is 
symmetric about each response unit.
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Event Calendar 
Raghu Pasupathy 
 

INFORMS Annual Meeting 2006, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
November 5 – 8, 2006. WWW: 
http://meetings.informs.org/Pittsburgh06/ 
 
IASTED International Conference on Environmental Modelling 
and Simulation (EMS 2006), November 29 – December 1, 2006, 
St. Thomas, United States Virgin Islands. WWW: 
http://www.iasted.com/conferences/ home-556.html 
 
Winter Simulation Conference 2006, Monterey, California, 
December 3 – 6, 2006. WWW: http://www.wintersim.org 
 
7th Asia Pacific Industrial Engineering and Management Systems 
Conference (APIEMS 2006),  Bangkok, Thailand, December 17 – 
20, 2006. WWW: http://apiems2006.ait.ac.th/ 
 
2006 IEEE/WIC/ACM International Conference on Web 
Intelligence (WI - 06), Hong Kong, China, December 18 – 22, 
2006. WWW: http://www.comp.hkbu.edu.hk/~wii06/wi/ 
 
2006 IEEE/WIC/ACM International Conference on Intelligent 
Agent Technology (IAT-06), Hong Kong, China, December 18 – 
22, 2006. WWW: http://www.comp.hkbu.edu.hk/~wii06/iat/ 
 
2006 IEEE International Conference on Data Mining (ICDM - 
06), Hong Kong, China, December 18 – 22, 2006. WWW: 
http://www.comp.hkbu.edu.hk/~wii06/icdm/ 
 
Western MultiConference on Modeling & Simulation, San Diego, 
California, January 14 – 18, 2007. WWW: 
http://www.scs.org/confernc/wmc/wmc07/wmc07.htm 
 
International Modeling and Simulation Multiconference 2007 
(IMSMO7), Buenos Aires, Argentina, February 8 – 10, 2007. 
WWW: http://www.lsis.org/imsm07/ 
 
IASTED International Conference on Web-based Education 
(WBE 2007), Charmonix, France, March 14 – 16, 2007. WWW: 
http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-557.html 
 
Spring Simulation Multiconference 2007, Norfolk, Virginia, 
March 25 – 29, 2007. WWW: 

 
http://www.scs.org/confernc/springsim/springsim07/springsim07.
htm 
 
2007 Behavior Representation in Modeling and Simulation 
(BRIMS) Conference, Norfolk, Virginia, March 26 – 28, 2007. 
WWW: http://www.sisostds.org/ 
 
INFORMS Practice Conference 2007: Applying Science to the 
Art of Business, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, April 29 – 
May 1, 2007. WWW: http://meetings.informs.org/Practice07/ 
 
The 18th IASTED International Conference on Modelling and 
Simulation (MS 2007), May 30 – June 1, 2007, Quebec, Canada. 
WWW: http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-567.html 
 
IIE Annual Conference and Exposition 2007, Nashville, 
Tennessee, May 19 – 23, 2007. WWW: http://www.iieannual.org/ 
 
The European Simulation Interoperability Workshop (EuroSIW 
2007), Genoa, Italy, June 18 – 21, 2007. WWW: 
http://www.eurosiw.org/MamboOpenSource/ 
 
INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop, 
Fountainebleau, France, July 5 – 7 2007. WWW:  
http://www.insead.edu/issrw/ 
 
INFORMS International Puerto Rico 2007, PuertoRico, July 8 – 
11, 2007. WWW: http://meetings.informs.org/PuertoRico07/ 
 
Applied Probability INFORMS Conference, Eindhoven, 
Netherlands, July 9 – 11, 2007. WWW:  
http://appliedprob.society.informs.org/INFORMS2007/Index.html 
 
2007 International Conference on Simulation of Semiconductor 
Processes and Devices (SISPAD 2007), Vienna, Austria, 
September 25 – 27, 2007. WWW: http://www.sispad.org/ 
 
The IASTED Asian Conference on Modelling and Simulation 
(AsiaMS 2007), October 8 – 10, 2007, Beijing, China. WWW: 
http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-571.html  
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