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President’s Message
L. Jeff Hong

I hope this message finds you well! Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, we had the first virtual IN-
FORMS Annual Meeting and the first virtual Winter
Simulation Conference last year. Both conferences
were successful. I-Sim sponsored 14 sessions at the
annual meeting, and the I-Sim business meeting at
WSC was well attended.

Four important awards were given at the I-Sim
business meeting to recognize the following indi-
viduals:

• Lifetime Professional Achievement Award:
Pierre L’Ecuyer

• Distinguished Service Award: Christos Alex-
opoulos

• Outstanding Publication Award: Di Wu, He-
lin Zhu and Enlu Zhou

• WSC Diversity Award: Hoai Phuong Le, Xinru
Li and Angie Paola Ramirez Villamil

Further details of these awards can be found in this
newsletter. I would like to congratulate them again
for their remarkable achievements!

On June 21-23, there will be a virtual I-Sim Work-
shop organized by a committee led by Uday Shanbhag
and Russell Barton from Penn State University. There
will also be a one-day Simulation Summer School
just before the workshop on June 20. I look for-

The INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter is published in
the spring and fall each year by the INFORMS Simulation
Society (I-Sim), http://connect.informs.org/simulation/. Mem-
bership in I-Sim is independent of INFORMS membership.
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ward to seeing many of you at the workshop!

The I-Sim membership is low at this moment. There
are totally 379 members, compared to 1102 at the
end of 2019 (before Covid-19). Please see the
Secretary’s Corner for more details. The majority
of this reduction came from student membership.
This is largely because students were not attending
the INFORMS Annual Meeting and the WSC. I hope
that the numbers will bounce back once these con-
ferences are in person. But I would also encourage
I-Sim members to renew their memberships and
to encourage their colleagues and students to join
I-Sim.

Finally, I would like to remind everyone to vote
for the incoming I-Sim Council members. Details
about the candidates and voting instructions are
given at the end of this newsletter. Thanks Raghu
Pasupathy, the Past President, for identifying these
great candidates!

With the rollout of the vaccine globally, we will
likely see a better situation this fall in the U.S.
and next year globally. INFORMS has announced
that this year’s annual meeting and the Winter
Simulation Conference will be flexible, with both
in-person and virtual modes. I hope to meet you in
person soon.

Editor’s Corner
Xiaowei Zhang

Congratulations to all of the award winners! I hope
you enjoy the newsletter.
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Treasurer’s Report
Canan G. Corlu

Beginning Balance (1/1/2020) $109,880

Total Revenue $2,473
• Dues $2,473
• Other $0
• Interest $0
• WSC Sponsorship, surplus $0

Total Expenses $(6,924)
• Local meeting expense $(1,311)
• Membership Expense $(188)
• Award Expense $(5,425)

Net Gain / Loss $(4,451)

Ending Balance∗ (12/31/2020) $105,429

∗ The I-Sim account includes $20,750 that belongs to the
liability account shared by all four WSC sponsors (see
Fall 2012 newsletter).

Secretary’s Corner
Ilya O. Ryzhov

As of April 30, 2021, I-SIM has a total of 379 members, of whom 81 are students. At
the end of 2019 (last pre-pandemic numbers), I-SIM had 1102 members, of whom
703 were students. Thus, there is a 25% reduction in regular and retired members,
but an 88% reduction in student members. The 2019 numbers were higher than
the preceding several years, but in any case we had previously had a steady state of
700-800 members, of whom half or more were students.

At the most recent business meeting (WSC 2020), a concern was raised that this may
impact I-SIM’s status as an INFORMS society, which requires there to be 500 total
members. Any such issue would arise only if this situation were to persist for several
years, so it is not a major concern at present.

Most student members likely join I-SIM when they register for INFORMS or WSC.
Thus, the main cause of the reduction in student membership is likely to be that
students are simply not coming to these virtual conferences. If we see a return to
in-person conferences in the near future, the situation may correct itself, but if con-
ferences continue to be online-only, the status of I-SIM may begin to be impacted. For
the health of the society, we should encourage student membership and participation.

Please remember to renew your I-Sim membership when you renew your INFORMS
membership this year. You can renew online at https://www.informs.org. If you are
not currently a member and want to join I-Sim, please visit

https://www.informs.org
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https://www.informs.org/About-INFORMS/Member-Benefits/Join-INFORMS-and-or-
INFORMS-Communities.

Members receive discounts on conferences sponsored by the Simulation Society,
including the Winter Simulation Conference. Membership is also a great way to
participate in and support the simulation community.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

WSC Ph.D. Colloquium
Chang-Han Rhee, Chair

During the 2021 Winter Simulation Conference, ACM-SIGSIM and INFORMS-Sim
will once again sponsor the Ph.D. Colloquium for students who are within one year of
their graduation (planning to graduate by Dec. 2022). Students close to graduation
will be given an opportunity to showcase their work during a short presentation
session (apart from the regular tracks). All Colloquium students will then participate
in the Colloquium poster session. Presenting your Ph.D. efforts to your peers and
supporting society members will give you valuable feedback and support for your
research and introduce you to a network that can help your career once you graduate.
More information at http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/wsc2021/

Report on the Simulation Archive
Computer Simulation Archive Advisory Committee: Russell Barton (chair), Richard
Nance, Dennis Pegden, Simon Taylor

The Computer Simulation Archive housed in the Special Collections Research Center
(SCRC) in the NC State University Libraries in Raleigh, North Carolina, is the largest
archive in the world of material documenting the origins and development of the
field of simulation. This report provides an update on Archive activities and activities
of the Advisory Committee.

Digitization: Work since 2019 has focused on digitization of selected materials, but
the coronavirus situation has interrupted productivity significantly. Recently digitized
materials include items from Philip J. Kiviat’s Papers and the Brian W. Hollocks
Collection (see below for additional donation information).

Continuing Acquisitions: Since 2019, the Archive completed the acquisition and
cataloging of the Brian W. Hollocks Collection 1961–1982; see also the Libraries’
news report on this donation. The Archive has acquired and is currently cataloging
a portion of the James O. Henriksen Collection, which encompasses materials doc-
umenting Henriksen’s work since 1967. The CSAAC has been in contact to collect
the remainder of these materials later this year. In addition, the Archive recently
purchased two classic works by Charles Babbage; see On the Economy of Machinery
and Manufactures and Passages from a Life of a Philosopher.

Plans for the Coming Year: Access to the Archive contents will be greatly enhanced
by continuing digitization. In addition to print material, the digitization effort in the

https://www.informs.org/About-INFORMS/Member-Benefits/Join-INFORMS-and-or-INFORMS-Communities
https://www.informs.org/About-INFORMS/Member-Benefits/Join-INFORMS-and-or-INFORMS-Communities
http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/wsc2021/
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https://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog?f%5Bclassification_facet%5D%5B%5D=Brian+W.+Hollocks+Collection%2C+1961-1982
https://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog?f%5Bclassification_facet%5D%5B%5D=Brian+W.+Hollocks+Collection%2C+1961-1982
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/findingaids/mc00653
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/news/main-news/look-dawn-computer-age
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http://catalog.lib.ncsu.edu/catalog/NCSU4557819
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coming year (2022) will include the start of transcription of the video oral history
collection. Planned video and audio oral history interviewees and interviewers will
be asked (by NC State University Libraries) for their permission to have their oral
histories transcribed and put online. This transcription work is expected to commence
in 2022. CSAAC has identified additional early leaders and is planning interviews
for the coming year. The Committee in collaboration with Archive staff is testing the
feasibility of using Zoom for interviews given the current environment.

Endowment: the market value for the endowment as of May 2021 was approximately
$142,000, a 17% increase over the previous year. I-Sim committed to a $5,000 gift
at the 2020 Winter Simulation Conference I-Sim Business Meeting, adding to recent
$5,000 gifts in 2014 and 2018.
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EDITORS’ REPORTS

Report on Operations Research
L. Jeff Hong, Operations Research Simulation Area Editor

Activity in the Simulation Area of Operations Research (November 1, 2020 to April
25, 2021)

For the period specified, there were 18 new submissions and 5 resubmissions. There
were totally 23 editorial decisions made in the period, 10 rejections, 10 major
revisions, 3 minor revision and 0 acceptance. Of the 23 editorial decisions, 8 were
on time (less than 3 months from the date of submission), 13 were late (between 4
and 6 months) and 2 were very late (6 months or more). I would like to thank the
Associate Editor team, Russell Barton, Peter Frazier, Bernd Heidergott, Jiaqiao Hu,
Seong-Hee Kim, Henry Lam, Ilya Ryzhov, and Enlu Zhou, for their wonderful service
to the journal.

The editorial statement of the simulation area may be found at
https://pubsonline.informs.org/page/opre/editorial-statements/area-editors-statements#Simulation .
In addition to the traditional areas of simulation, we welcome contributions that
develop the interface of simulation with other methodological areas (for example,
large-scale computing, machine learning and data analytics) or application areas
(such as healthcare, financial engineering, sharing economy, environment and en-
ergy). In general, papers should be of interest to a broad O.R. audience, and not just
to the simulation community, although we certainly welcome papers that represent
major theoretical progress. Please submit papers electronically via the Manuscript
Central O.R. Web site (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre).

Report on INFORMS Journal on Computing
Bruno Tuffin, Simulation Area Editor

The IJOC Simulation Area covers all computational aspects of stochastic simulation.
We seek high-quality research on the computational aspects of simulation model build-
ing, simulation data structures, simulation modeling and experiment environments,
stochastic input modeling, random-variate generation, output analysis, simulation-
based optimization, variance-reduction methods for simulation experiments, and
other aspects of simulation modeling, experimentation, and analysis.

Submissions to the Simulation Area should not merely use simulation as a tool
for generating experiments to test another methodology (these manuscripts should
instead be submitted to the IJOC area for which the methodology applies), nor
should they only present experimental results from a simulation program. Rather,
manuscripts submitted to the area must make a significant contribution to the field of
stochastic simulation, as described in the previous paragraph. Complete instructions
for preparing manuscripts are available at http://joc.pubs.informs.org. Submissions
must be done through Manuscript Central: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijoc.

During 2020, the Simulation Area of IJOC received 14 new submissions and 24

https://pubsonline.informs.org/page/opre/editorial-statements/area-editors-statements#Simulation
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre
http://joc.pubs.informs.org
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijoc
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revisions. During that period, 9 papers were accepted and 10 rejected. The average
turnaround time for an original paper was 65.6 days, and 45.7 days for a revision.

I would like to thank the associate editors (Zdravko Botev, Seong-Hee Kim, Henry
Lam, Chang-Han Rhee and Yongjia Song) for their truly outstanding work, and for
making my job much more manageable.

Report on the Journal of Simulation
Christine Currie, John Fowler, Loo Hay Lee, and Navonil Mustafee, Editors

The Journal of Simulation (JoS) has welcomed a new editor-in-chief to the team.
Professor Navonil Mustafee (University of Exeter, UK) joined us in April 2021. JoS
welcomes submissions from both researchers and practitioners covering novel tech-
niques, tools, methods and technologies in discrete-event simulation, agent- based
modelling, and systems dynamics. We also publish novel applications of these meth-
ods in a wide range of areas, including (but not limited to) manufacturing, service,
defence, health care & general commerce.

The latest journal statistics are as follows:

Impact factor 1.214 (2019); five year impact factor 1.486 (2019)
15% acceptance rate
29 days avg. from submission to first decision
92 days avg. from submission to first post-review decision
25 days avg. from acceptance to online publication

The editors are always happy to discuss potential papers prior to submission.

Report on Stochastic Systems
Shane G. Henderson, Editor in Chief

Stochastic Systems is the flagship journal of the INFORMS Applied Probability Society.
It seeks to publish high-quality papers that substantively contribute to the modeling,
analysis, and control of stochastic systems. A paper’s contribution may lie in the
formulation of new mathematical models, in the development of new mathematical
or computational methods, in the innovative application of existing methods, or in
the opening of new application domains. The editorial board includes simulation
researchers Jose Blanchet, Paul Glasserman, Peter Glynn, and Sandeep Juneja. For the
full editorial board see https://pubsonline.informs.org/page/stsy/editorial-board.

The journal homepage is http://pubsonline.informs.org/journal/stsy.

Stochastic Systems is an open access journal. There are no submission fees or page
charges. We aim to return reports to authors within 3 months of submission. The av-
erage time from submission to first decision over the last 12 months is 84 days. Please
submit papers through Manuscript Central: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ssy.

https://pubsonline.informs.org/page/stsy/editorial-board
http://pubsonline.informs.org/journal/stsy
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ssy
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CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS

2021 INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop:
From Data to Decision-Making: Contending with Uncertainty
and Non-Stationary in Simulation Theory
June 20–23, 2021, Virtual Only
Jie Xu

The 6th INFORMS Simulation Society Workshop will be held online. This year’s
theme is “From Data to Decision-Making: Contending with Uncertainty and Non-
Stationarity in Simulation Theory”. Simulation Summer School (S3) will be held
on June 20th with four tutorials in simulation theory and methodology, targeted at
doctoral students and younger researchers on June 20th. From June 21st to June
23rd, there will be 2.5 days of sessions with approximately 27 invited speakers.
Plenary speakers are Jose Blanchet (Stanford University), L. Jeff Hong (Fudan
University), and Raghu Pasupathy (Purdue University).

The 34th Annual Conference on Learning Theory (COLT
2021)
July 7–10, 2021, in Boulder, Colorado (and/or online, if necessary)
Jie Xu (source: http://learningtheory.org/colt2021/)

“The 34th Annual Conference on Learning Theory (COLT
2021) will take place July 7-10, 2021. Assuming the circum-
stances allow for an in-person conference it will be held at
CU Boulder, in Colorado. We invite submissions of papers
addressing theoretical aspects of machine learning, broadly
defined as a subject at the intersection of computer science,
statistics and applied mathematics. We strongly support
an inclusive view of learning theory, including fundamental theoretical aspects of
learnability in various contexts, and theory that sheds light on empirical phenomena."

International Conference on Machine Learning (ICML)
July 18–24, 2021, Virtual Conference
Jie Xu (source: https://icml.cc)

“The International Conference on Machine Learn-
ing (ICML) is the premier gathering of professionals
dedicated to the advancement of the branch of arti-
ficial intelligence known as machine learning. ICML
is globally renowned for presenting and publishing

cutting-edge research on all aspects of machine learning used in closely related
areas like artificial intelligence, statistics and data science, as well as important
application areas such as machine vision, computational biology, speech recognition,

http://learningtheory.org/colt2021/
https://icml.cc
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and robotics. ICML is one of the fastest growing artificial intelligence conferences in
the world. Participants at ICML span a wide range of backgrounds, from academic
and industrial researchers, to entrepreneurs and engineers, to graduate students and
postdocs.” The 38th annual conference will be held virtually Sun July 18th through
Sat the 24th.

2021 SIAM Conference on Optimization
July 20–23, 2021, Virtual Conference
Jie Xu (source: www.siam.org/conferences/cm/conference/op21)

“The SIAM Conference on Optimization
will feature the latest research on the the-
ory, algorithms, software, and applica-
tions of optimization. A particular em-
phasis will be put on applications of op-
timization in AI and data science, quantum computing, health care, finance, aero-
nautics, control, operations research, and other areas of science and engineering.
The conference brings together mathematicians, operations researchers, computer
and computational scientists, engineers, software developers and practitioners, thus
providing an ideal environment to share new ideas and important problems among
specialists and users of optimization in academia, government, and industry.” Pre-
Registration deadline is July 5, 2021.

The 13th International Conference on Monte Carlo Methods
and Applications
August 16–20, 2021, Virtual Conference
Jie Xu (source: https://www.uni-mannheim.de/mcm-2021/)

“The biennial International Conference on Monte
Carlo Methods and Applications (MCM) (formerly
IMACS Seminar on Monte Carlo Methods) is one
of the most prominent conference series devoted
to research on the mathematical aspects of stochas-
tic simulation and Monte Carlo methods, including

their effective application in different areas, such as finance, statistics, machine
learning, computer graphics, computational physics, biology, chemistry, and scientific
computing in general."

2021 INFORMS Annual Meeting
October 24-27, 2021, Anaheim, CA
Jie Xu (source: http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/anaheim2021/)

The 2021 INFORMS Annual Meeting is a unique opportunity
to connect and network with the more than 7,000 INFORMS
members, students, prospective employers and employees, and

https://www.uni-mannheim.de/mcm-2021/
http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/anaheim2021/
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academic and industry experts who compose the INFORMS
community. We look forward to seeing you in-person in Anaheim,
CA, OR participating virtually via our online meeting platform,
October 24-27, 2021!

2021 Winter Simulation Conference
December 12–15, JW Marriott Desert Ridge, Arizona
Jie Xu (source:http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/wsc2021/)

‘The focus of WSC 2021 is on the design and innovation of smart
cities through the use of simulation. Smart devices and sensors offer
us an amazing opportunity to create our urban future where cities
are safe, environmentally secure, green, and efficient and power,
water, transportation work seamlessly towards this goal. This vision
relies on significant advancement from simulation both in theory

and practice as modelling, experimentation and data analysis needs to come together
to tackle various challenges. We invite papers that highlight innovations in both
simulation theory and applications, with a specific interest in the use of simulation in
smart cities design, implementation, development and vision."

Dynamic Data Driven Applications Systems Conference

Jie Xu(source: http://1dddas.org/)

“The Dynamic Data Driven Applications Systems (DDDAS) confer-
ence showcases scientific research advances and technology capa-
bilities stemming from the DDDAS paradigm, whereby instrumenta-
tion data are dynamically integrated into an executing application
model and in reverse, the executing model controls the instru-
mentation. DDDAS/InfoSymbiotics plays a key role in advancing

capabilities in many application areas – in aerospace, materials sciences, biosciences,
geosciences and space sciences, resilient security, and cyber systems for critical in-
frastructures. In addition, DDDAS is also driving advances in foundational methods,
through system-level (as well as subsystems-level) representations, that include com-
prehensive principle- and physics-based-models and instrumentation, uncertainty
quantification, estimation, observation, sampling, planning and control. The scope of
application areas ranges from the nano-scale to the extra-terra-scale. The conference
is a forum to present and discuss such methods and advances.” Information on the
Handbooks of DDDAS Vol I. and II. can be found on http://1dddas.org/.

http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/wsc2021/
http://1dddas.org/
http://1dddas.org/
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2020 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Pierre L’Ecuyer Receives the 2020 Lifetime Professional Achieve-
ment Award
David Goldsman (Chair), James R. Wilson, and Lee W. Schruben

Pierre L’Ecuyer

Pierre L’Ecuyer, professor in the
Département d’Informatique et de
Recherche Opérationnelle (DIRO)
at the University of Montreal, re-
ceived the 2020 Lifetime Profes-
sional Achievement Award from
the INFORMS Simulation Society.
The award was presented at the
opening session of the 2020 Winter
Simulation Conference, which was
held online, on December 14, 2020.
The award selection committee for
2020 was chaired by Dave Golds-
man (Georgia Tech), with mem-
bers Lee W. Schruben (University

of California, Berkeley) and James R. Wilson (North Carolina State University).
The highest honor of the INFORMS Simulation Society, the Lifetime Professional
Achievement Award is given at most annually to recognize an individual for major
contributions to the field of simulation that are sustained over most of a professional
career, with the critical consideration being the total impact of those contributions
on computer simulation. An individual’s achievements may fall in one or more of the
following categories:

1. contributions to research,
2. contributions to practice,
3. dissemination of knowledge,
4. development of software or hardware,
5. service to the profession, and
6. advancement of the status or visibility of the field.

The period of professional accomplishment for a recipient should normally be at least
twenty years.

Pierre L’Ecuyer has long been regarded as one of the very top researchers in the
field of discrete-event stochastic simulation, where he has made significant advances
across a wide swath of important topic areas. In Google Scholar he has 15,713
citations and an h-index of 67 as of February 7, 2021. Pierre’s education path gave
him a great toolkit: he received his Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics in 1972, his
M.Sc. in Operations Research in 1980, and his Ph.D. in Computer Science (with an
orientation in Operations Research) in 1983, all from the Université de Montréal.
He served as a professor during the period 1982–1990 in the Computer Science
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Department at Laval University before taking his “permanent” position in DIRO,
when he returned home to the University of Montreal in 1990. Pierre has also taken
visiting positions over the years at numerous prestigious schools around the world.

Pierre has made numerous major contributions to simulation research over the past
four decades; and in the process he has performed a key role not only in shaping
the research agenda for the field of simulation but also in setting the standards for
high-quality research in the field. Pierre is the world’s undisputed expert in uniform
random number generation. He knows all the methods, has implemented and
rigorously tested every algorithm, has developed the most-widely used generators,
and covers the theory and practice of random number generation like no one else
before him. For two decades, Pierre’s TestU01 software library has been the gold-
standard suite of procedures for empirically testing the performance of random
number generators. Researchers and practitioners in every field encounter Pierre’s
handiwork, which includes state-of-the-art, public-domain software libraries that can
be used in the real world. This makes our field look very good!

Pierre’s work is published in the best journals, and it entails much, much more than
just random number generation. Pierre has published 123 articles in archival journals,
26 articles in books or encyclopedias, and 130 papers in the refereed proceedings
of conferences. He has brilliant papers on stochastic approximation and simulation
methodologies, combining knowledge from number theory, probability theory, and
optimization in clever and original ways. This body of work has been recognized
by the INFORMS Simulation Society’s Outstanding Simulation Publication Award,
which Pierre won in 1999 and again in 2009 and yet again in 2018!

Beyond his publications, Pierre has actively disseminated knowledge about simulation
to a wide range of audiences. He is a popular, engaging speaker, and has made over
500 presentations at universities, research organizations, and conferences around
the globe. Many of those have been prestigious plenary and “Titan” talks, attended
by cross-disciplinary audiences numbering in the hundreds. It is noteworthy that
Pierre has numerous papers on the applications of simulation in a broad diversity
of areas, including dynamic programming, general operations research, variance
reduction techniques, quasi-Monte Carlo analysis (especially with respect to financial
systems), and large-scale queueing networks (e.g., service and call centers).

In terms of leadership and service to the field of simulation, Pierre’s contributions are
significant and have substantially advanced the field. He is an unbelievably active
referee, having provided thoughtful, rigorous, helpful reviews for over 160 journals!
He has also put forth a huge amount of work in editorial and conference-organization
roles, serving on numerous committees of professional societies and international
conferences. While serving as Simulation Department Editor of Management Science
from 1993 to 1997, Pierre advanced dramatically the status and visibility of that
department in the international simulation community as well as the international
operations-research/management-science community. He also served as the Editor-
in-Chief of one of the bellwether journals in the field of simulation, ACM Transactions
on Modeling and Computer Simulation (TOMACS), from 2010 to 2013; and during
that period, TOMACS underwent unprecedented growth in the scope and volume of
articles published. For all of this work, and more, he received the INFORMS Fellow
Award in 2006, and he received the Distinguished Service Award from the INFORMS
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Simulation Society in 2011. He received the ACM SIGSIM Distinguished Contribution
Award in 2016.

Pierre has also been a leader in education, a job that he clearly loves. He has
served as the research supervisor of 12 doctoral students, 40 master’s-thesis students,
23 postdoctoral fellows, and over 63 internships by undergraduates and master’s-
level graduate students. Many of these former students have themselves become
distinguished researchers or practitioners in simulation-related fields. He is also
active on the advisory committees of numerous additional master’s and doctoral
students.

In summary, Pierre L’Ecuyer has made exceptional contributions to the field of
discrete-event simulation through his research, contributions to practice, dissemina-
tion of knowledge, development of software, leadership/service, and contributions to
the status of our field. Several letters of endorsement from distinguished individuals
accompanied Pierre’s nomination for the Lifetime Professional Achievement Award.
Two themes running through these letters are that Pierre has had an incredible
amount of productivity and that he is a world-class scholar, researcher, colleague,
and leader in the field of simulation and in the larger fields of operations research
and the management sciences. Pierre L’Ecuyer’s remarkable career epitomizes the
highest ideals of the Lifetime Professional Achievement Award of the INFORMS
Simulation Society.

Christos Alexopoulos Receives the 2020 Distinguished Ser-
vice Award
Michael C. Fu (Chair), John Fowler, and Susan Sanchez

Christos Alexopoulos

The 2020 Distinguished Service Award Commit-
tee (Michael Fu, John Fowler, Susan Sanchez) is
happy to present the 2020 award to Christos Alex-
opoulos, Professor in the School of Industrial and
Systems Engineering (ISyE), Georgia Institute of
Technology, for three decades of outstanding ser-
vice to I-Sim, the Winter Simulation Conference
(WSC), and the broader simulation community.
The award was announced on December 14, 2020,
during the opening session of WSC 2020, with
more details about his service contributions pro-
vided at the I-Sim business meeting. Throughout
his entire career, beginning from when he received
his Ph.D. in 1988 from the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, under George Fishman, upon which he immediately joined
the Georgia Tech ISyE faculty, Christos has served the national and international
simulation community along multiple dimensions with great distinction. His most
significant service contributions have been to the Winter Simulation Conference
(WSC) and in numerous editorial roles, of which the following are a few selected
highlights:

• WSC Board of Directors 2008-2016 (chair 2012);
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• WSC Foundation trustee since 2016;
• WSC proceedings coeditor (1995), associate program chair (2006), track

coordinator (several times);
• participated in every WSC since 1988 (in some service role); cluster chair for

“Simulation Models and Applications,” 1995 INFORMS National Meeting;
• IIE/IISE Transactions Simulation Department Editor 2004-2008 (AE 1993-

2003);
• ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation (TOMACS) Area Editor

or Associate Editor since 2009;
• Networks Associate Editor since 2001;
• editor of IEEE Transactions on Reliability special issue on “Recent Advances in

Simulation Methodology for Highly Reliable Systems”;
• co-editor of Advancing the Frontiers of Simulation: A Festschrift in Honor of

George Samuel Fishman, Springer-Verlag (2009)

In particular, Christos’ service to WSC has been truly exceptional. To quote from the
nomination letter, “Christos’s record of continuous service to the WSC Board and the
WSC Foundation in positions of great responsibility for over 13 years is a striking
example of high-impact service to the international simulation community that has
been sustained over a remarkably long period of time... In all aspects of service to
his profession - especially in his service to the Winter Simulation Conference and
to the field of simulation - Christos Alexopoulos has set an exceptional standard for
innovation and excellence.” Christos also received the 2020 James R. Wilson Board
of Directors Award in recognition of this sustained service to the WSC Board.

Di Wu, Helin Zhu and Enlu Zhou win 2020 Best Simulation
Publication Award
Pierre L’Ecuyer (Chair), Christine Currie, and Jian-Qiang Hu

Di Wu, Helin Zhu, and Enlu Zhou

The INFORMS Simulation
Society’s Outstanding Publi-
cation Award recognizes ex-
ceptional contributions to
the simulation literature in
the form of articles, books,
book chapters and mono-
graphs, copyrighted between
2017 and 2019. The award
committee, consisting of

Pierre L’Ecuyer, Christine Currie and Jian-Qiang Hu, are pleased to present the
2020 Award to Di Wu, Helin Zhu and Enlu Zhou for their paper:

“A Bayesian Risk Approach to Data-Driven Stochastic Optimisation: Formulations
and Asymptotics,” which appeared in SIAM Journal on Optimization, 28(2) (2018),
1588–1612.

This paper proposes a Bayesian Risk Optimization (BRO) framework for stochastic op-
timization problems in which the stochastic model has unknown input distributions.
Instead of fitting specific distributions to data and then solving the resulting optimiza-
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tion problem by assuming that these are the true distributions in the system, as often
assumed in simulation studies, this approach uses a Bayesian formulation conditional
on the data, together with a flexible risk measure that can be selected by the user.
The risk measures considered in the paper are the mean, a linear combination of
mean and variance, the value-at-risk, and the conditional value-at-risk.

The authors formalize BRO and prove rigorously its asymptotic consistency and
normality. This implies that the BRO problem converges to the true problem as the
amount of data increases. The asymptotic normality permits one to quantify the
uncertainty in the BRO objective value. For that, they prove a CLT for each risk
measure considered. The main contribution of the paper is to provide a theoretical
study of the general methodology. This contribution is important and relevant for
a very broad class of applications. We believe this paper will have a long-lasting
impact.

Congratulations to the authors for a remarkable piece of work!

Hoai Phuong, Xinru Li, and Angie Paola Ramirez VillamilRe-
ceive the 2020 CUMW WSC Diversity Awards
Sara Shashaani (Chair), Lucy Morgan, and Eunhye Song

Hoai Phuong, Xinru Li, and Angie Paola Ramirez Villamil

To improve outreach
and diversity among
young researchers in
the field of simula-
tion, the INFORMS
Simulation Society is
proud to award spon-
sorship each year to
assist graduate students to attend the Winter Simulation Conference (WSC). Each
awardee attended the virtual WSC2020 without registration fees. The 2020 awardees
are: Hoai Phuong, University of Warkwick (UK), Xinru Li, Penn State University (US),
Angie Paola Ramirez Villamil, Universidad de La Sabana (Colombia).
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2021 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS AND NOMINATIONS

2021 Lifetime Professional Achievement Award
James R. Wilson

To recognize major contributions to the field of simulation that are sustained over
most of a professional career, with the critical consideration being the total impact
of those contributions on computer simulation, the INFORMS Simulation Society
(I-Sim, http://connect.informs.org/simulation/home) has established the Lifetime
Professional Achievement Award (LPAA). This award can be given at most once
annually. An individual’s contributions may fall in one or more of the following
areas:

• contributions to research,
• contributions to practice,
• dissemination of knowledge,
• development of software or hardware,
• service to the profession, and
• advancement of the status or visibility of the field.

Anyone except current Award Committee members is eligible to win the award,
although individuals selected for this award should normally be in or near their
retirement. Persons cannot be nominated posthumously. A nomination will be
fully considered in the year it was received. If unsuccessful the nominee will be
reconsidered for up to two further years if not deceased. Once under consideration in
a given year and if successful the award may be received posthumously. Nominations
may be submitted by anyone (including self-nominations), but they may not be made
anonymously. The burden of offering evidence of merit falls on the nominator. Each
nomination should include:

• the nominee’s complete resumé;
• a clear-cut, comprehensive description of the nominee’s major contributions to

the profession, with complete supporting documentation; and
• at least three, but no more than six, letters of endorsement providing evidence

of the significance and magnitude of the nominee’s professional achievements.
(Each endorsement letter must come from a single person.)

The committee may at its discretion widen those under consideration for the award
to include other eligible persons who were not nominated under the nomination call
process.

The deadline for nominations is September 1, 2021. Nominators should alert the
committee chair (James R. Wilson, jwilson@ncsu.edu) of their forthcoming nomina-
tion at least one month prior to the deadline. The nomination should be submitted
as a PDF file attachment to an email to the committee chair. Any questions should be
directed to the committee chair.

A list of previous award recipients, and more details about the award process, can be

http://connect.informs.org/simulation/home
mailto:jwilson@ncsu.edu
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found at http://connect.informs.org/simulation/awards/professional-achievement-
award.

This year’s LPAA Award Committee consists of James R. Wilson (chair, North Carolina
State University), David Goldsman (Georgia Institute of Technology), and Pierre
L’Ecuyer (DIRO, Université de Montréal).

2021 Distinguished Service Award
Susan Sanchez

To recognize individuals who have provided long-standing, exceptional service to
the simulation community, the INFORMS Simulation Society annually sponsors a
Distinguished Service Award, given to at most one person each year. This award is for
sustained service to the simulation community over at least fifteen to twenty years or
longer, and acquitted with distinction. The concept of service for this award does
not include teaching or research contributions. Areas of volunteer service include,
for example: (i) elected offices in simulation societies; (ii) editorial responsibilities
such as area editor or editor-in-chief, for simulation; (iii) responsibilities such as
program chair, proceedings editor, general chair, or member of the program or
organizing committee, for conferences involving simulation; (iv) appointed positions
for simulation-related activities, such as newsletter editor or serving on committees;
and (v) undertakings and actions that promote simulation.

Nominations for the award to be given in 2021 can be made by anyone and should
be sent by October 15, 2021, to the Distinguished Service Award Committee Chair:

Susan Sanchez
Naval Postgraduate School
ssanchez@nps.edu

The other committee members are Michael C. Fu (University of Maryland) and
Christos Alexopoulos (Georgia Institute of Technology).

Letters of nomination should identify the nominee’s areas of exceptional service,
detailing the activities for which the nominee is believed to deserve this award. The
nominator has the responsibility for justifying why the nominee should receive this
award. If given, the award will be presented at the Winter Simulation Conference,
December 12–15, 2021: http://www.wintersim.org.

2021 Outstanding Simulation Publication Award
Jian-Qiang Hu

To recognize outstanding contributions to the simulation literature, the INFORMS
Simulation Society annually sponsors an Outstanding Simulation Publication Award.
Nominations for the award to be given in 2021 should be sent by September 1, 2021
to the Awards Committee Chair:

Jian-Qiang Hu

http://connect.informs.org/simulation/awards/professional-achievement-award
http://connect.informs.org/simulation/awards/professional-achievement-award
mailto:ssanchez@nps.edu
http://www.wintersim.org
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Fudan University, China
hujq@fudan.edu.cn

The other committee members are Pierre L’Ecuyer (DIRO, Université de Montréal)
and Enlu Zhou (Georgia Institute of Technology)

Anyone is eligible to win the award. Journal articles, proceedings articles, books,
book chapters, and monographs copyrighted in 2018, 2019 and 2020 and written in
English are eligible for the award. Technical reports, research memoranda, working
papers, theses, and dissertations are not eligible. Nominations for the award may be
made by anyone, including the author(s), but they may not be made anonymously.
Nominations should include:

• a copy of the written work, including all bibliographical information (in the
case of books, the Awards Committee will obtain copies);

• a short statement suitable for reading at the award ceremony if the work is
chosen; and

• any other information thought relevant by the nominator.

If given, the Outstanding Simulation Publication Award will be presented at the
Winter Simulation Conference, December 12–15, 2021. The Award carries with
it a cash prize of $500. A list of previous winners is available at the web site:
http://connect.informs.org/simulation/awards/simulation-publication-award/awardees.

2020 CUMW WSC Diversity Award
Lucy E. Morgan

To improve outreach and diversity among young researchers in the field of simulation,
the INFORMS Simulation Society is proud to award sponsorship each year to assist
graduate students or postdocs to attend the Winter Simulation Conference (WSC).
We especially encourage applications from women, underrepresented minorities,
international students, or students who may add to the diversity of the community in
other ways; however this award is not limited to specific genders or ethnicity groups.
This year and in light of the global pandemic, WSC is following a hybrid format with
a choice of attending virtually or in person. Applicants can therefore opt to use the
award as an honorarium to cover travel expenses or, if attending virtually, have their
registration fees refunded.

The WSC Diversity Committee is looking forward to receiving high-quality appli-
cations for the 2021 WSC meeting in December. Please fill out the application
form, which requires a letter of intent written by the applicant, and a letter of
recommendation written by an adviser, and submit the form by September 17,
2021.

Lucy E. Morgan
Chair of the WSC Diversity Committee
Lecturer Lancaster University Management School
Lancaster University
l.e.morgan@lancaster.ac.uk

mailto:hujq@fudan.edu.cn
http://connect.informs.org/simulation/awards/simulation-publication-award/awardees
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOOWTlKQttyH4UDPl_pbRuFkhfzJHkUi-5hHuXJSCZWq4-dw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOOWTlKQttyH4UDPl_pbRuFkhfzJHkUi-5hHuXJSCZWq4-dw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:l.e.morgan@lancaster.ac.uk
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I-SIM BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

INFORMS Simulation Society Business Meeting:
2020 Winter Simulation Conference (Virtual Conference), December 14, 2020
Ilya O. Ryzhov

For details on many items from these minutes, see the Spring 2021 I-Sim Newsletter
at http://connect.informs.org/simulation/simulation-resources/newsletter.

At 6:16pm EST, the meeting was convened by Jeff Hong, President of I-SIM. There
were 60 attendees.

At 6:18, the full list of I-SIM officers and committee members was read by Jeff Hong.

At 6:20, Jie Xu, Vice-President/President-Elect of I-SIM, presented the following
upcoming conferences and events:

• Keynote on health resource allocation by Stephen Chick at WSC 2020 on 12/15;
• INFORMS Business Analytics Conference, 4/11/21–4/13/21 in Orlando, FL;
• IISE Annual Conference & Expo, 5/22/21–5/25/21 in Montreal;
• 6th INFORMS Simulation Society Workshop, 6/20/21–6/23/21 at Penn State

University (hopefully in-person, but likely virtual);
• 2021 Conference on Learning Theory, 7/7/21–7/10/21 in Boulder, CO;
• 13th International Conference on Monte Carlo Methods & Applications, 8/16/21–

8/20/21, Mannheim, Germany;
• Dynamic Data Driven Applications Systems Conference (DDDAS), August 2021.

At 6:24, Ilya Ryzhov, Secretary of I-SIM, reported on membership. As of 11/30/20,
I-SIM had 529 members, of whom 195 were students. Membership is sharply reduced
from last year: at the end of 2019 (last pre-pandemic numbers), I-SIM had 1102
members, of whom 703 were students. At the end of October 2020, we still had 762
members; the reduction from October to November is almost entirely due to lapsed
student membership.

A relevant comment from INFORMS staff: “At the end of Q3, overall membership
were down 28.5% when compared to the same period last year... Retention rates for
regular members (66% vs. 83.2%) and student members (31.3% vs. 47.3%) also
saw steep declines. We’re seeing similar declines in community membership.”

Jeff Hong asked if I-SIM had sufficiently many members to retain its status as an
INFORMS society. Russell Barton clarified that the threshold for this status is 500,
but a society would have to drop below that for several years in a row in order for
there to be an issue.

At 6:27, the treasurer’s report was given by Canan Gunes Corlu, Treasurer of I-SIM.
Revenues exceeded expenses during the past year, for a net gain of $1,103. The
ending balance looked very healthy.

At 6:28, Russell Barton presented an update on the Computer Simulation Archive.
The archive was established in 1998. It is housed at NC State and contains video
interviews with pioneering researchers in the field. Currently there is a need for

http://connect.informs.org/simulation/simulation-resources/newsletter
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digitizing more of the materials and transcribing them to make web searches more
accessible. There is also not enough financial support for a graduate assistant; an
immediate infusion of $5,000 would be a significant help.

Barry Nelson submitted a motion for the I-SIM Foundation to contribute this amount.
It was seconded. Bob Sargent explained that this money could be a substantial aid.
Jie Xu launched a Zoom poll. At 6:35, the motion passed with 51/58 votes in favour.

Starting at 6:35, reports were presented for several journals. Henry Lam reported
on behalf of Bruno Tuffin for the INFORMS Journal on Computing. John Fowler
reported on the Journal of Simulation. Ilya Ryzhov reported on IISE Transactions
on behalf of Jiaqiao Hu. Jeff Hong reported on the Simulation area of Operations
Research. Finally, Shane Henderson reported on Stochastic Systems, noting that
the journal recently completed its 3-year review, and that modeling papers with an
applied probability focus are sought as well as theory/methodology papers.

At 6:42, Jeff Hong asked for new business. Michael Kuhl recognized Enver Yucesan
for 8 years of service on the WSC Board of Directors. Peter Haas will be joining the
board along with Michael Kuhl.

At 6:43, the following awards were presented:

• The 2020 WSC Diversity Award was presented by Sara Shashaani, committee
chair. The recipients were Hoai Phuong Le (University of Warwick, UK), Xinru
Li (Penn State University), and Angie Paola Ramirez Villamil (Universidad de
La Sabana, Colombia).

• The 2020 I-SIM Outstanding Simulation Publication was presented by Pierre
L’Ecuyer. The recipients were Di Wu, Helin Zhu, and Enlu Zhou for the paper “A
Bayesian Risk Approach to Data-Driven Stochastic Optimization: Formulations
and Asymptotics,” SIAM Journal on Optimization 28(2), 1588–1612. The
committee noted that the main contribution of this work was a theoretical
study of a general methodology, which is expected to have a long-lasting
impact.

• The 2020 I-SIM Distinguished Service Award was presented by Michael Fu.
The recipient was Christos Alexopoulos. It was noted in the citation that he
will also receive the James R. Wilson Board of Directors Award from the WSC
Board of Directors. His numerous service contributions have included service
on the WSC Board of Directors, extensive editorial work, coordination of the
WSC proceedings, and some form of service for every WSC since 1998.

• The 2020 I-SIM Lifetime Professional Achievement Award was presented by
David Goldsman. The recipient was Pierre L’Ecuyer of the University of Mon-
treal. Among the many contributions cited were hundreds of papers in random
number generation, stochastic approximation, variance reduction, queueing
networks, dynamic programming, and various interdisciplinary subjects. Prof.
L’Ecuyer received the Outstanding Publication Award twice in 1999 and 2009,
and the Distinguished Service Award in 2011.

At 7:40, the meeting adjourned.

Attendees: To deter email harvesting, @ has been replaced with <of>.

Jeff Hong - Fudan University - hong_liu<of>fudan.edu.cn
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Jie Xu - George Mason University - jxu13<of>gmu.edu
Ilya Ryzhov - University of Maryland - iryzhov<of>umd.edu
John Shortle - George Mason University - jshortle<of>gmu.edu
Duncan Klett, Kinaxis - dklett<of>kinaxis.com
John Chavis - Cornell University - jtc278<of>cornell.edu
Zeyu Zheng - UC Berkeley - zyzheng<of>berkeley.edu
Guangxin Jiang - Harbin Institute of Technology - gxjiang<of>hit.edu.cn
Paul Sanchez - Naval Postgraduate School - pjsanche<of>nps.edu
Thomas Voss - Leuphana University - thomas.voss<of>leuphana.de
Russell Barton - Penn State University - rbarton<of>psu.edu
Canan Gunes Corlu - Boston University - canan<of>bu.edu
Eduardo Figoli - QOMPLX Inc. - eduardo.figoli<of>qomplx.com
Xiaowei Zhang - Hong Kong University - xiaoweiz<of>hku.hk
Enver Yucesan - INSEAD - enver.yucesan<of>insead.edu
Marvin Nakayama - NJIT - marvin<of>njit.edu
Mengyi Zhang - Politecnico di Milano - mengyi.zhang<of>polimi.it
Susan Sanchez - Naval Postgraduate School - ssanchez<of>nps.edu
Bob Sargent - Syracuse University - rsargent<of>syr.edu
Theresa Roeder - SF State University - tmroeder<of>sfsu.edu
David Eckman - Northwestern University - david.eckman<of>northwestern.edu
Ben Feng - University of Waterloo - ben.feng<of>uwaterloo.ca
Chang-Han Rhee - Northwestern University - chang-han.rhee<of>northwestern.edu
Ashkan Negahban - Penn State School of Graduate Professional Studies - aun85<of>psu.edu
Jairo Montoya - Universidad de La Sabana, Colombia - jrmontoy<of>yahoo.com
Guangwu Liu - City U. Hong Kong - msgw.liu<of>cityu.edu.hk
Susan Hunter - Purdue University - susanhunter<of>purdue.edu
Peter Haas - U. Massachusetts Amherst - phaas<of>cs.umass.edu
Young-Jun Son - University of Arizona - son<of>sie.arizona.edu
Dave Goldsman - GA Tech - sman<of>gatech.edu
Haidong Li, Peking University - haidong.li<of>pku.edu.cn
Barry Nelson - Northwestern University - nelsonb<of>northwestern.edu
Christos Alexopoulos - GA Tech - christos<of>isye.gatech.edu
Enlu Zhou - GA Tech - enlu.zhou<of>isye.gatech.edu
Xi Chen - Virginia Tech - xchen.ise<of>vt.edu
Helen Le - University of Warwick - helen.le<of>warwick.ac.uk
Yijie Peng - Peking University - pengyijie<of>pku.edu.cn
K. Preston White - U. Virginia - kpwhite<of>virginia.edu
Sara Shashaani - NC State - sshasha2<of>ncsu.edu
Emily Lada - Meredith College - eklada<of>meredith.edu
Jennifer Lather - UNL - lather<of>unl.edu
Kimia Vahdat - NC State - kvahdat<of>ncsu.edu
Michael Fu - University of Maryland - mfu<of>umd.edu
Linda Pei - Northwestern University - lindapei2016<of>gmail.com
Pierre L’Ecuyer - Université de Montréal - lecuyer<of>iro.umontreal.ca
Michael Kuhl - Rochester Institute of Technology - mekeie<of>rit.edu
Eunhye Song - Penn State University - eus358<of>psu.edu
Giulia Pedrielli - Arizona State University - giulia.pedrielli.85<of>gmail.com
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Raghu Pasupathy - Purdue University - pasupath<of>purdue.edu
Dashi Singham - Naval Postgraduate School - dsingham<of>nps.edu
Andrew Collins - Old Dominion University - ajcollin<of>odu.edu
Angie Ramirez Villamil - Universidad de La Sabana, Colombia - angieravi<of>unisabana.edu.co
Bahar Biller - SAS - bahar.biller<of>sas.com
Sanjay Jain - George Washington University - jain<of>jwu.edu
Sashiko Shirao
Seong-Hee Kim - GA Tech - skim<of>isye.gatech.edu
Shane Henderson - Cornell University - sgh9<of>cornell.edu
Henry Lam - Columbia University - khl2114<of>columbia.edu
John Fowler - Arizona State University - john.fowler<of>asu.edu
Harsha Honnappa - Purdue University - honnappa<of>purdue.edu
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I-SIM BALLOTS

I-Sim Elections Ballot
Raghu Pasupathy, Past President

I-Sim is holding an election for two Council Members.

Council members serve two-year terms starting July 1, 2021. There are four council
members in total, serving on a rotating basis (two elected each year).

To vote in the election for I-Sim Council Members, return the ballot below by e-mail
to: Ilya Ryzhov (University of Maryland)
I-Sim Secretary
E-Mail: iryzhov@umd.edu

The deadline to submit a ballot is June 20, 2021. Please include the words “I-Sim
Ballot" in the subject line.

The nominations committee is chaired by Raghu Pasupathy.

The candidates are presented in alphabetical order.

COUNCIL (vote for up to two)

Chun-Hung Chen
Giulia Pedrielli
Peter Salemi
Hong Wan

Your vote will be kept confidential. Your e-mail address will serve as your signature.

mailto:iryzhov@umd.edu
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Candidate Biographies

CHUN-HUNG CHEN received his Ph.D. degree from Harvard University in 1994. He
is currently a Professor at George Mason University. Dr. Chen was an Assistant Pro-
fessor at the University of Pennsylvania before joining GMU. He was also a professor
at National Taiwan University (Electrical Eng. and Industrial Eng.) from 2011-14. Dr.
Chen served as a proceedings co-editor for 2002 WSC, Program Co-Chair of the 1st
Informs Simulation Society Workshop in 2007, and Chair of Contributed Sessions
Committee for both 2008 and 2020 Informs Annual Meetings. He has served on
the editorial boards of IEEE Transactions on Automatic Control, IEEE Transactions
on Automation Science and Engineering, IIE Transactions, Asia-Pacific Journal of
Operational Research, Journal of Simulation Modeling Practice and Theory, Inter-
national Journal of Simulation and Process Modeling, and Journal of Traffic and
Transportation Engineering. Dr. Chen is an author of two books, including “Stochastic
Simulation Optimization: An Optimal Computing Budget Allocation”. He is an IEEE
Fellow.

GIULIA PEDRIELLI is Assistant Professor for the School of Computing and Aug-
mented Intelligence at Arizona State University (joined in 2016). Her current
research interests lie in simulation-based optimization techniques for black-box opti-
mization problems, and broadly in the fields of stochastic simulations and decision-
making for non linear non convex rewards. In the applications domain, her research
interests revolve around biological and intelligent systems. In the first area, she
applies stochastic algorithms to design, and control the manufacturing process for
several bioproducts. Her approaches are currently looking into RNA molecules and
peptide-based delivery systems. In the realm of intelligent devices, Giulia the design
and control of large scale, autonomous systems, while guaranteeing their safe opera-
tion. Giulia has attended WSC since 2011 when she was a PhD student at Politecnico
di Milano. She has been chair for the I-Sim CUMW, and she has served as co-chair
for the Poster Track (2018-2019), and for the Introductory Tutorials Track (2020-
Current). She is the Associate Communication Editor for INFORMS I-Sim since 2020.
Giulia obtained her Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from Politecnico di Milano in
2013, and she was a Post-Doc at the National University of Singapore until 2016.
Her email address is gpedriel@asu.edu, her website is https://www.gpedriel.com.

PETER SALEMI has over 10 years of experience in quantitative research, machine
learning, and statistics in both academic and industry settings. As a data scientist at
The MITRE Corporation, he works with several Federal agencies ranging from the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services. Dr. Salemi received his Ph.D. in Operations Research from Northwestern
University, an M.S. in Operations Research from the University of California, Berkeley,
and a B.S. in Mathematics and B.B.A. in Finance from the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst. His academic research interests lie at the intersection of machine learning
and stochastic simulation, and Dr. Salemi’s research has been published in Operations
Research, ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation, and Journal of

mailto:gpedriel@asu.edu
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Simulation. Dr. Salemi has also served as the co-chair of the Simulation Optimization
track for the 2017, 2019, and 2020 Winter Simulation Conferences, and as a reviewer
for several academic journals. His teaching interests are machine learning, data
management, and statistics. As an adjunct faculty member at Merrimack College,
Dr. Salemi is the instructor for both the Machine Learning and Foundations of Data
Management courses.

HONG WAN is an associate professor in the Department of Industrial & Systems
Engineering at NC State University. She received her Ph.D. in industrial engineering
and management sciences from Northwestern University in 2004. She earned a B.S.
in chemistry from Peking University in 1998, an M.S. in materials sciences in 2001
and an M.S. in industrial engineering and management sciences in 2002, both from
Northwestern University. Before joining the NC State faculty, she was an associate
professor in the School of Industrial Engineering at Purdue University. She also
directed the Purdue Blockchain Lab, co-directed the Smart Design Lab, and is part of
the SEED Center for Data Farming at the Naval Postgraduate School. Wan’s research
focuses on the areas of data, simulation, and blockchain. On the data side, she
concentrates on simulated data and internet data trying to find the algorithm by first
analyzing them. For simulation, she wants to focus on the sampling strategy and data
analysis. She is the director of the ISE department’s blockchain lab that focuses on
studying blockchain as a complex system using simulation, feature selection, game
theory, optimization, and other operations research and statistical methods.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Event Calendar
Xiaowei Zhang

IISE Annual Conference & Expo 2021, Virtual Conference
May 22–25, 2021
https://www.iise.org/Annual/

2021 INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop, Virtual Only
June 20–23, 2021

The 34th Annual Conference on Learning Theory (COLT 2021), Boulder, Colorado
(and/or online, if necessary)
July 7–10, 2021
http://learningtheory.org/colt2021/

International Conference on Machine Learning (ICML), Virtual Conference
July 18–24, 2021
https://icml.cc

2021 SIAM Conference on Optimization, Virtual Conference
July 20–23, 2021
www.siam.org/conferences/cm/conference/op21

The 13th International Conference on Monte Carlo Methods and Applications, Virtual
Conference
August 16–20, 2021
https://www.uni-mannheim.de/mcm-2021/

2021 INFORMS Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA
October 24-27, 2021
http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/anaheim2021/

2021 Winter Simulation Conference, JW Marriott Desert Ridge, Arizona
December 12–15, 2021
http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/wsc2021/

5521 Research Park Drive
Suite 200

Catonsville, MD 21228
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