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RAS is able to serve our profession through the contributions of volunteers. Although help from everyone is appreciated, some volunteers’ contri-

butions have a far reaching impact. Their work has given RAS a new direction and continues to inspire others to follow their footsteps. The RAS 

Distinguished Member Award, first given last year, recognizes such individuals. The award committee consists of the current officers, past award 

winners and past RAS Chairs/Presidents. This year, Carl Van Dyke was selected as the recipient of the RAS Distinguished Member Award for 

2014.  

Carl Van Dyke, president emeritus and founder of MultiModal Applied Systems (now part of Oliver Wyman) was a founding member of the Rail-

road Applications Special Interest Group (RASIG) that later evolved into RAS. He served RAS as Chair and as a Roundtable organizer, session 

chair and presenter many times. He sponsored RAS dinners, was a driving force in the Student Paper Competition, and helped organize two special 

RASIG-sponsored industry meetings on service design. 

Carl pioneered scheduled railroading and had a significant role in moving the industry away from tonnage-base operations. Every major railway in 

North America, and several major railways in Europe, Asia and Africa, have directly benefitted from his work and vision. Carl also developed 

many of the computer models that railways now routinely use to design service and support scheduled operations, embodied in his well-known 

MultiRail system. These models are critical for scheduled railroading to produce the necessary high-quality service design, and to quickly adapt the 

design as demand trends change. His seminal work in algorithmic blocking had substantial influence on the control systems of several railways and 

on how many railways perform service design studies. 

 

 

Announcing 

Optym is a leading provider  of advanced planning, scheduling and business intelligence solutions for  the global transpor tation and logis-

tics industry. The company’s clients include railroads, mining companies, airlines, trucking companies and major retailers. Based in Gainesville, 

Florida, Optym develops its optimization, simulation and data analytics software using an innovative blend of operations research, computer sci-

ence and vast industry knowledge. Optym was founded in 2000 and consists of over 130 highly skilled professionals with offices in four coun-

tries. Visit www.optym.com for more information.   

Tata Consultancy Services is an IT services, consulting and business solutions organization that deliver s real results to global business, 

ensuring a level of certainty no other firm can match. TCS offers a consulting-led, integrated portfolio of IT, BPS, infrastructure, engineering and 

assurance services. These services are delivered through TCS's unique Global Network Delivery Model™, recognized as the benchmark of excel-

lence in software development. A part of the Tata group (India’s largest industrial conglomerate), TCS has over 310,000 of the world’s best-
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