
INFORMS Telecommunications Technical Section (TTS) Business Meeting 
Minutes 

October 14th 2012, Phoenix, AZ 
 
Minutes taken by Abdullah Konak (Penn State Berks)   
 
Meeting called by the Chair Eli Olinick (Southern Methodist University) 
 
Present at the meeting:  Eli Olinick (Southern Methodist University), Luis Gouveia 
(University of Lisboa), Stefan Voss (University of Hamburg),  David Shallcross 
(Applied Communication Sciences ), Mauricio Resende (AT &T Labs), Steven Powell 
(California State Polytechnic University), Abdullah Konak (Penn State Berks), Ivan 
Guardiola (Missouri University of Science and Technology), Timothy Matis (Texas 
Tech), Sadan Kulturel-Konak (Penn State Berks),  Young Myoung Ko (Sabre Airline 
Solutions) 
 
 
Sponsored Clusters: Tim Matis and Ivan Guardiola organized this year’s TTS 
sponsored sessions. We had four sessions, three on Sunday and one Monday. We 
had some scheduling problems earlier, but we were able to move the TTS session to 
Sunday and Monday.  
 
We need a cluster chair to organize TTS sponsored sessions for INFORMS 
Minneapolis 2013. Abdullah Konak volunteered to search for a cluster chair. Eli and 
Abdullah will try to find a cluster chair. If they can’t, Abdullah will assume that 
responsibility. 
 
Raffle:  This year we had a raffle organized to encourage participation in TTS 
sessions as well as attendance to the TTS Business meeting.  Ivan purchased a Wifi 
Radio and organized the raffle.  Members were given points based on their 
participation to the TTS sessions, one point for presenting, one point for organizing 
a session, etc.  Ozgur Kabadurmus won the first draw, but he was not there to claim 
the Wifi Radio.  David Shallcross won the raffle in the second draw.  We will try the 
same idea next year.  Thanks Ivan for organizing the raffle. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mauricio Resende presented the treasure’s report. In 
summary, the section is financially healthy.  As of June 30, 2012, the section has 
$50,170.27.  Boca Conference made $2,760 profit, and we had $855 revenue from 
membership renewals (approximately 270 members). The only expense in the 
previous terms was $1094 for the dissertation award. A concern was the low 
number of the active members although 270 are listed as members.   
 
Dues:  Currently, our fees for the TTS membership are: $10 for regular members, $5 
for retired members, and no fee for student members. INFORMS is not supportive of 
free student membership.  They think that students should also pay a fee to 
encourage their active engagement.   Decision Analysis, Transportation and 



Logistics, Aviation Applications, and INFORM-ED are the only other INFORMS 
communities with free membership for students. Others communities all have the 
same fee for students and retired INFORMS members or have a nominal student 
rate (e.g., $2 for Health Applications). INFORMS would like us to adopt one of these 
models. However, we are not sure that a $2-fee makes a difference in encouraging 
students to participate. Students also do not cost us anything, excluding a minimal 
processing fee for membership processing.   Eli will further consult with the 
INFORMS and other sections about this issue. Currently, we have not made a 
decision about how to proceed with student fees. We also discussed about finding 
better ways to research out students.  One suggestion is that members make sure 
that students are aware of section activities.  
 
Election:  An email for the election ballots was sent in September, 2012.  However, 
many members could not vote because they did not receive the email. Among the 
business meeting attendees, several also indicated that they had not received an 
election ballot email. Eli will further investigate this issue. Meanwhile, members are 
encouraged to renew their memberships and check their junk email folders.  
 
Past Chair:  
 Eli Olinick 
Chair:  
 Luis Gouveia  
Candidates 
Officers (2012-2014) 

 Vice-Chair/Chair Elect: Mauricio G. C. Resende 
 Treasurer: Youngho Lee 
 Secretary: Mike Bartolacci 

Members of Council 
 Andreas Bley (2012-2016) 
 Ivan Guardiola (2012-2016) 
 Tim Matis (2012-2016) 
 Robert Doverspike (2012-2014) 

Outgoing Members of Council  (2008-2012) 
 Bernard Fortz 
 Brigitte Jaumard 
 J. Cole Smith 

Continuing Members of Council (2010-2014) 
 Ivana Ljubic  
 Hanan Luss 

 
11th INFORMS Telecommunications Conference (March 15 - 17, 2012):  This 
year, the conference was returned to Boca Raton, FL, where it had been organized 
for the first time.  The conference had 50 attendees, 16 technical sessions, and three 
plenary programs.  Eli Olinick served as the chair and Luis Gouveia and Mauricio 



Resende as the co-Chairs.  Overall, the conference was a success, making a modest 
profit.   

 
Dissertation Award: We had a strong pool of submissions for the Dissertation 
Award.  The committee, J. Cole Smith (Chair), Robert Doverspike, Youngho Lee, 
worked diligently to select the best dissertation.  This year winner was Young 
Myoung Ko from Texas A&M with his dissertation entitled “Transient Analysis of 
Large-Scale Stochastic Service Systems” and directed by Natarajan Gautam.  Young 
Myoung’s dissertation stood out among the others.  Congratulations to Young 
Myoung and Natarajan! The other finalists for the Dissertation Award were:  

 Maria Gisela Bardossy, University of Maryland, “Dual-Based Local Search for 
Deterministic, Stochastic, and Robust Variants of the Connected Facility 
Location Problem”,   S. Raghavan 

 Richard A. Hayden, Imperial College London, “Scalable Performance Analysis 
of Massively Parallel Stochastic Systems”, Jeremy Bradley 

 Michael Poss, Université Libre de Bruxelles “Models and Algorithms for 
Network Design Problems”, Bernard Fortz. 

 
12th INFORMS Telecommunications Conference (2014):  Luis Gouveia proposed 
to hold the next Telecommunication conference at Parque das Nações, which is a 
leisure, commercial, and residential area in Lisbon, Portugal. The proposed location 
is served by a metro line which provides easy access to the Lisbon airport and the 
downtown Lisbon (see the map below), and there are several excellent hotels in the 
area. Luis’s plan is to organize the conference in late February or early March 2014. 
Luis is also organizing a conference on combinatorial optimization at the same time 
period.  He plans to schedule the two conferences back-to-back or parallel in order 
to create a synergy between the two groups. The business meeting attendees were 
very supportive about organizing the conference in Lisbon.  This is likely to 
encourage groups from France, Italy, and Poland to attend the conference. 
 



  

 
 
 
Wireless Telecommunications Symposium (WTS) 2013: WTS 2013 will be held 
on April 17-19 in Phoenix, AZ. Steve Powell, the chair of the WTS, mentioned that 
the WTS 2013 would focus on Global Wireless Communications: Future Directions. 
The WTS is well attended by researchers and practitioners from industry.  
Submissions are peer reviewed and published by the IEEE.  


