
 

 

WINFORMS Swings into Fall 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Well, here it is almost the end of summer. I hope 
your summer was great. Welcome to our 
WINFORMS 2008 End of Summer / Early Fall 
Issue of Feedback. I really don’t have much to 
report. Like you, I am over-worked, underutilized 
on the important stuff, and behind on everything, 
but I did sleep at a Holiday Inn last night.  

Actually, I spent the first half of August on my first 
vacation in too many years. I went to Peru and 
marveled at two things in particular. The first was 
how people drive in Lima and the second was Machu Picchu, which was recently 
recognized as one of the “new seven wonders of the world.” 

In July of 2007, Swiss filmmaker and museum curator Bernard Weber announced 
the "new seven wonders of the world" following a global poll to decide a new list 
of human-made marvels. There are: 

1. The 105 ft (38 m) "Christ the Redeemer" statue in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

2. The Coliseum in Rome 

3. India's Taj Mahal 

4. The Great Wall of China 

5. Jordan's ancient city of Petra 

6. The Inca ruins of Machu Picchu in Peru 

7. The ancient Maya city of Chichén Itzá in Mexico 

You may want to check out the following “other” Seven Wonders Lists: 

1. Seven Wonders of the Ancient World  

2. Wonders of the Medieval World  

3. Wonders of the modern world  

4. American Society of Civil Engineers  
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5. New Open World Corporation's New Seven Wonders of the World  

6. USA Today's New Seven Wonders  

7. Seven Natural Wonders of the World  

8. Seven wonders of the underwater world  

9. Seven Wonders of the Industrial World  

10. Travel wonders of the world  

11. Man-made travel wonders  

12. Natural travel wonders  

Why, I think we should have a “Seven Wonders of Operations Research”. Please submit your entry of a 
particular event, theorem, principle, law, etc that has made Operations Research what it is today. You can send 
your entry to me at the email address found in WINFORMS Contact Information on past page. 

              —RW  

 

In Memoriam � Professor Garth P. McCormick 

(Reported by Professor Richard Soland, GWU) 

Garth P. McCormick, 72, a retired mathematics professor at George Washington University who wrote an 
influential book in his field of mathematical optimization, died Aug. 24 of cancer at Suburban Hospital. He 
lived in Chevy Chase.   He was an author, with Anthony Fiacco, of "Nonlinear Programming: Sequential 
Unconstrained Minimization Techniques." The book received the 1968 Frederick W. Lanchester Prize in 
operations research and was reissued in 1990 as part of a series of books called Classics in Applied 
Mathematics.  Dr.  McCormick's specialty of mathematical optimization concerned the application of 
mathematical and computational methods to the operations of complex systems. His book with Fiacco opened 
up many research opportunities in applied mathematics. Techniques derived from its findings have been used 
in such diverse fields as microwave antenna design, electric power generation, telescope design and airline 
crew scheduling.  

Dr. McCormick came to the Washington area in 1960 as a mathematician with the old Operations Research 
Office of Johns Hopkins University. The group later became the Research Analysis Corp. in McLean.  He 
joined the faculty at George Washington University in 1971 and wrote several other books on nonlinear 
programming. He taught at GWU until he was disabled by a major stroke in 1992.  While teaching at GWU, he 
was a consultant for businesses and federal agencies.  

Dr. McCormick was born in Fort Wayne, Ind., and was a graduate of Oberlin College in Ohio. He served in the 
Army for two years, then received a master's degree in mathematics from the University of Michigan in 1959. 
Before his stroke, he enjoyed running and tennis. He was a member of the Cosmos Club for more than 30 
years.  

Survivors include his wife of 48 years, Virginia S. McCormick of Chevy Chase; four children, Jessica 
McCormick of Chevy Chase, Rachel McCormick of Falls Church, Caroline Razzaq of Gaithersburg and John 
McCormick of Bethesda; and three grandchildren.  

  [Editor’s note: Those of who had the pleasure of learning from or working with Professor McCormick 
remember his fondly.] 
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WINFORMS MEETING REPORTS 

JUNE 3, 2008 MEETING:  BRETT STEELE  

                                                        (Report by Ric Blacksten) 
 

Dr. Brett Steele (steele.brett@gmail.com), a Science and Technology Advisor at 
Ideal Innovations, Inc., and Adjunct Associate Professor in Georgetown 
University’s Security Studies Program, presented a lively talk titled, Applying the 
Economics of Technological Products to Terrorist Violence.  He showed how a 
basic macroeconomic model and objective function for a design-and-
manufacturing firm can be applied to analyze the effectiveness of terrorist 
organizations as well as counter-terrorism campaigns.  Brett, who is both 
engineer and historian by academic training and professional experience, 
entertained the audience illustrated the economic concepts of the model with 
examples “from Watts to Wozniak,” i.e., from the steam engine to the Apple 
computer.  

The economic model Brett used involved an equation of the firm’s return on investment (ROI) in terms of the 
product’s technological performance and production rate, as well as investments in product design, the 
production system, and the design and distribution of the sales argument.  Brett argued that terrorist 
organizations can be analyzed with such a production firm model, provided they are viewed as utility-
maximizing “firms” that designs and produces acts of “profitable” violence.  Brett noted that by inverting the 
resulting ROI relationship, the basic strategic challenges for a counter terrorist campaign can be addressed.  
The basic macroeconomic model had ten independent variables and two dependent variables.  The independent 
variables were production rate, sale rate, technological performance level, production investment, design 
investment, marketing investment, advertising investment, procurement cycle, target return on investment, and 
interest rate.  The dependent variables were unit sales price and unit production cost.  The key to the analysis 
was interpretation of those classic economic variables from the terrorist group’s perspective.    [Ref:  Steele 
B.D. (1995).  “An Economic Theory of Technological Products,” Technological Forecasting and Social 
Change, Volume 48, Number 3, March 1995 , pp. 221-242(22).]  

Brett and the audience engaged in a lively argument on such interpretations. 

We Are WINFORMS, As Are You! 

In this issue we profile newer members of WINFORMS who have been serving on the WINFORMS Board of 
Trustees.  The lifeblood of WINFORMS is its volunteer, and we should also be grateful to Kevin and Dhaivat 
for stepping up to the plate.  You, too, can serve WINFORMS.  Serve your community, extend your 
professional contacts, and bolster your resume.  If interested, talk to Russ Wooten, President, or any of us in 
the current WINFORMS leadership roster at the next WINFORMS meeting.  Or give us a call/email.  There is 
one current opening and there will be future openings, not to mention ad hoc efforts in support of meetings, 
conferences, etc.  Also, my role as Feedback editor logically expires with my Board of Trustee membership.  If 
you are interested in taking over or helping with Feedback, let me and President Russell Woolen know. 

KEVIN GORMLEY 

Dr. Kevin Gormley is a Lead Simulation and Modeling Engineer at The MITRE Corporation.  Since 1999, he 
has studied detailed simulations of individual airports, nationwide aviation simulations, airline delay analysis, 
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airspace redesign, post-implementation analysis, capital planning, and cost benefit analysis.  Gormley has co-
authored over 20 white papers and briefings.  His airspace projects have spanned the United States from 
Florida to Alaska.  

He studied for a B.S.E. in Civil Engineering and Operations Research at Princeton University.  While working 
at MITRE, he earned his Master’s and Ph.D. degrees in Systems Engineering from the University of Virginia.  
Gormley performed his dissertation research on approximate solutions for selecting and scheduling Research 
and Development projects.  

Gormley taught a course on Enterprise Decision Planning for The MITRE Institute.  He has presented at 
conferences including INFORMS and the Decision Sciences Institute (DSI).  While a graduate student, he 
served as a teacher assistant for seven courses.  

He was recognized as a Distinguished Toastmaster by Toastmasters International, a public speaking 
organization.  Gormley has earned 3 bronze Presidential Service Awards for community service that has 
included helping children build kites at the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum.  He was a White 
House intern during President Clinton’s administration. 

Kevin is completing his two year term as a member of the WINFORMS Board of Trustees.  He is serving as 
the WINFORMS Webmaster. 

DHAIVAT PARIKH 

Dhaivat earned his bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering at Gujarat 
University, India in 1998 and right after that he enrolled in Systems Engineering 
(combination of O.R. and I.E. program) graduate program at University of Texas at 
Austin, earning MS in 2000.  

In 2000, Dhaivat converted his summer internship into a full-time job at MergeGlobal, 
Inc., a boutique DC area consulting firm specializing in long-distance freight logistics. 
Here he had the rude encounter with reality, which nullifies the first axiom learned in 
typical OR academic program - “Required data exists and it is clean”. Later most of 
his work focused on data source research, data extraction and collection, algorithmic 
data cleaning and statistical analysis of data feeding various models; market 
segmentation, revenue and yield analysis, competitive intensity studies and 
transportation requirement forecasting. 

After MergeGlobal, Inc., he spent some time at Capital One in McLean, VA; a company much admired for use 
of analytics for business decisions in “Competing on Analytics” - an HBR article, and later a book. He 
primarily worked as internal consultant in Decision Innovation group and helped in building and evangelizing 
models to perform ‘fair’ trade-off between marketing budget, business-line revenue and corporate finance risk 
guidelines. 

For the last couple of years, he is busy at IBM Global Business Services (Operations Analytics sub-group) 
helping the business of government with optimization and data-mining. Here he is slowly learning the ropes of 
a Software Life-Cycle Management and IT project management since he has learned that most of the 
sophisticated analytical models have limited usability outside a specialist community unless they are supported 
by a robust application architecture and user-friendly interface. 

Currently, he is also serving as a Trustee on the WINFORMS Board of Trustees (BoT). 
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WINFORMS Elections (Ballot on back page) 
Our new program year starts on June 1, 2008 and runs through May 30, 2009. We are electing new 
WINFORMS leadership for the following positions for the current program year.  Your current WINFORMS 
leadership is pleased announce candidates who have agreed to fill these openings.  As always, of course, 
WINFORMS members may write in candidates of their own choosing.  In any case, please complete and return 
your ballot, found on the last page of this newsletter.  The open positions are: 

• Vice President/President Elect (three-year position, one year as Vice President, then President then 
Immediate Past President).   Nominee:  Dhaivat Parikh (currently on the Board of Trustees). 

• Treasurer (two-year position).  Nominee:  Chuck Burdick (current Treasurer, agreeing to another term). 

• Trustees (08 - 10); (two-year position).  We are looking for three new Trustees to replace retiring 
members Kevin Gormley and Ric Blacksten, and one to replace Dhaivat Parikh assuming he becomes 
the new VP/President Elect.)   Nominees:  Mike Cohen, Clinton Brownley, Mike Poumade. 

Brief profiles of the nominees follow. 

 

NOMINATION FOR WINFORMS VICE PRESIDENT 2008-2009, 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 2009-2010 

Mr. Dhaivat Parikh for Vice-President 2008-2009, President Elect 2009-2010 

Dhaivat Parikh is currently a Managing Consultant with IBM Global Business Services in Fairfax, VA. In the 
past, he has worked with Capital One and MergeGlobal, Inc., all in the DC Metropolitan Area. He received his  

M.S. in Systems Engineering from University of Texas at Austin and B.E. in Mechanical Engineering from 
Gujarat University, India. 

His work focuses primarily on advanced analytical techniques in decision support. He also works on the 
general field of Business Intelligence, which includes, apart from the core decision engine; Data Warehouses 
and User Interfaces critical to operational, real-time decision support systems. He is currently serving as 
Trustee on the WINFORMS BoT. 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR WINFORMS TREASURER 2008-2010 

Mr. Chuck Burdick for Treasurer, 2008-2010 

Chuck Burdick has over twenty-five years of experience in modeling and simulation of military systems.  
Currently, he works as a Senior Analyst for Lockheed Martin at the OSD/PA&E Simulation and Analysis 
Center.  Prior to joining Lockheed Martin, Chuck spent seventeen years with BDM International and seven 
years on active duty as an Army Intelligence Officer.  Chuck has authored numerous articles and presentations 
on combat simulation and the simulation of human factors.  Chuck received his undergraduate degree from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) in Troy, New York and has a Masters Degree in Operations Research 
from George Washington University in Washington, DC.  He is also a graduate of the Army Command and 
General Staff College and the National Defense University.  Currently, Chuck is the WINFORMS Treasurer 
and has been serving since 2006 

 



 6

NOMINATIONS FOR WINFORMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2008-2010 

Professor Mike Cohen for Director 2008-2010 

Mike Cohen is primarily a statistician but has a long and sustained interest in operations research.  He teaches 
Statistics for Engineers to mainly senior level systems engineering students at George Mason University where 
he is an adjunct professor.  He also serves as a senior consultant to NORC at the U.S. Department of Interior 
working on Indian Trust record problems. Mike is the Past President of the Washington Statistical Society, 

Mr. Clinton Brownley for Director 2008-2010 

Clinton Brownley is completing his Ph.D. in Public Administration and Policy Analysis at American 
University in Washington, D.C.  He is a member of the Omega Rho International Honor Society for Operations 
Research and Management Science.  As an analytical consultant over the past four years, Clint has helped the 
U.S. Senate HELP Committee, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and the D.C. Department of Motor 
Vehicles solve problems and improve results.  Last year he designed and taught a semester-long operations 
research and decision analysis course to graduate students at American University.  As a graduate student at 
Carnegie Mellon University, Clint helped improve housing re-location decision-making among low-income 
residents with a usability study that compared the effectiveness of using MCDM and AHP.  Clint looks 
forward to graduating, putting his OR/MS skills to good use in full-time employment, and helping to promote 
WINFORMS. 

Mr. Michael Poumade for Director 2008-2010 

Mike Poumade is an Operations Research Analyst at Northrop Grumman, Information Technology.  He 
currently is supporting simulation and analysis for OSD, Program Analysis & Evaluation (PA&E).  Mike has 
also worked as a principal analyst for PROSOFT, Inc. and GRCI/AT&T (where he was the Institutional 
representative to WINFORMS).  In addition to OSD, he has worked with the Joint Staff, the Armed Services, 
several of the combatant commanders (COCOMs), and industry.  Mr. Poumade served 22 years in the Army. 
He has a BS from Michigan State University, an MS in Operations Research and Systems Science from MSU, 
and an MS in Systems Management from University of Southern California.  Mike previously served as editor 
of WINFORMS' FEEDBACK and has assisted with the WINFORMS Symposium. 

 

 

Teachers Workshop � 2008:  OR for Middle, 
High School and Community College Teachers 

Frank Trippi (ftrippi1@verizon.net) writes:  “All WINFORMS members who are currently teaching 
middle/high school and community college-level math/science courses in the metro Washington, D.C.area are 
cordially invited to attend the teacher workshop, TW-2008 as an important activity of the  INFORMS General 
Meeting, on 13 October, in the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, DC.  We are very pleased to have 
Dr. Evan Glazer (Principal of the Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology-and a math 
teacher) as our guest luncheon speaker!  Further details: paulette.bronis@INFORMS.ORG.”  Frank and 
collaborators are in touch with Metropolitan D.C. math supervisors and sending out mailings to invite teacher 
participation.  Speaking of INFORMS DC 2008 ... 

 

mailto:ftrippi1@verizon.net
mailto:paulette.bronis@INFORMS.ORG
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INFORMS Annual Meeting to be Held in Washington, 
DC, 12-15 October 

This year the INFORMS Annual Meeting is in Washington DC. It will take place from October 12th through 
October 15th at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel (2600 Woodley Road, NW). 
http://meetings.informs.org/DC08/index.html. 

  

Winter Simulation Conference 2008 

The Winter Simulation Conference 2008 (www.wintersim.org), “Global Gateway to Discovery,” will be held 
at the InterContinental Hotel, Miami, Florida, December 7-10, 2008.   Conference and hotel registration for the 
2008 Winter Simulation Conference is now available at http://www.wintersim.org/registration.htm and 
http://www.wintersim.org/hotel.htm, respectively. www.wintersim.org  

Russell Wooten (russell.wooten@dhs.gov) 

 

 

TSA Ready for �Checkpoint Friendly� Laptop Bags 

(Press Release, Aug. 5, 2008, TSA Public Affairs)  

WASHINGTON – To help streamline the security process and better protect laptops, starting August 16 the 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) will allow passengers to leave their laptop computers in bags 
that meet new "checkpoint friendly" standards. 

This public-private collaboration took just five months to go from concept to reality. TSA reached out to 
manufacturers in March to design bags that will produce a clear and unobstructed image of the laptop when 
undergoing X-ray screening. Designs meeting this objective will enable TSA to allow laptops to remain in bags 
for screening. More than 60 manufacturers responded and 40 submitted prototypes for testing. 

"This is a solid example of government collaborating with the private sector to conceptualize and produce a 
product that really works to improve and advance the security process," said TSA Administrator Kip Hawley. 
"We put the challenge out there and bag manufacturers overwhelming responded with innovative products that 
provide a win-win for travelers and TSA." 

For a bag to be considered checkpoint friendly it should meet the following standards: 

• A designated laptop-only section  

• The laptop-only section completely unfolds to lie flat on the X-ray belt  

• No metal snaps, zippers or buckles inside, underneath or on top of the laptop-only section  

• No pockets on the inside or outside of the laptop-only section  

• Nothing packed in the laptop-only section other than the computer itself.  

http://meetings.informs.org/DC08/index.html
http://www.wintersim.org/
http://www.wintersim.org/registration.htm
http://www.wintersim.org/hotel.htm
http://www.wintersim.org/
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TSA expects the majority of new bags meeting checkpoint friendly standards to be available for purchase in 
mid-August. There are a small percentage of bags currently on the market that meet the new standards, include 
sleeve-like carrying cases without pockets or zippers. These bag types have been tested and can produce a 
clear, unobstructed image as long as nothing else is in the case. 

TSA is not approving or endorsing any bag design or manufacturer and will only allow laptops to stay in bags 
through screening if they provide a clear and unobstructed X-ray image of the laptop. 

For images of checkpoint friendly designs and guidance on use, please visit www.tsa.gov. 

Russell Wooten 

New Element Discovered! 

Research has led to the discovery of the heaviest element yet known to science. The new element, 
Governmentium (Gv), has one neuron, 25 assistant neurons, 88 deputy neurons, and 198 assistant deputy 
neurons, giving it an atomic mass of 312. These 312 particles are held together by forces called morons, which 
are surrounded by vast quantities of lepton-like particles called peons. Since Governmentium has no electrons, 
it is inert; however, it can be detected, because it impedes every action with which it comes into contact. A 
minute amount of Governmentium can cause a reaction that would normally take less than a second to take 
from four days to four years to complete. Governmentium has a normal half-life of 2-6 years; it does not decay, 
but instead undergoes a reorganization in which a portion of the assistant neurons and deputy neurons 
exchange places. In fact, Governmentium's mass will actually increase over time, since each reorganization 
will cause more morons to become neurons, forming isodopes. This characteristic of moron promotion leads 
some scientists to believe that Governmentium is formed whenever morons reach a critical concentration. This 
hypothetical quantity is referred to as critical morass. When catalyzed with money, Governmentium becomes 
Administratium, an element that radiates just as much energy as Governmentium since it has half as many 
peons but twice as many morons.  

Russell Wooten 

 

Contributions from You? 

Do you have Feedback tidbit to offer, whether kudos info for yourself, organization or colleagues, or other 
miscellany?  If so, we'll try to include it here, space permitting.  Feedback also solicits small filler items to be 
used as needed.  Send contribution to Ric Blacksten at hricblacksten@sigmaxi.net. 

 

Job Postings 

This section is available for posting of ORMS job opportunities in the greater Washington, DC metropolitan 
area.  Send postings to Ric Blacksten at hricblacksten@sigmaxi.net. 

 

http://www.tsa.gov/
mailto:hricblacksten@sigmaxi.net
mailto:hricblacksten@sigmaxi.net


 9

INFORMS Society and Section Spotlight 

INFORMS Societies are large groups of 400-1000 INFORMS members with common interests that have 
conferences, websites, and networking such as job posting email newsletters.  Currently, there are ten societies:  
Applied Probability; Computing; Decision Analysis; Information Systems; Manufacturing and Service Operations 
Management; Marketing Science; Military Applications (relevant to many WINFORMS members); Optimization; 
Simulation; and Transportation Science and Logistics. In an INFORMS Society, you can connect with other 
OR/MS professionals across the country and the world working on solving similar problems. 

INFORMS Sections are smaller groups that have a more specialized focus.  Sections usually have sessions at 
conferences and websites with lots of technical information and resources.  You can network with professionals 
in your specific field and seek expertise for how to increase your productivity.  There are currently 22 sections: 
Accounting, Auditing and Tax; Artificial Intelligence; Aviation Applications; CPMS: The Practice Section; Data 
Mining; eBusiness; Energy, Natural Resources, and the Environment; Financial Services; Group Decision and 
Negotiation; Health Applications; Location Analysis; Management Control Systems; Organization Science; 
Public Programs and Processes; Quality Statistics, and Reliability; Railroad Applications; Revenue Management 
and Pricing; Social Science Applications; SpORts; SPRIG: Spreadsheet Productivity Research Interest Group; 
Technology Management; and Telecommunications. 

Membership fees for joining a Society or Section range from $0-30 with most costing $5-10 per year.  See more 
details at www.informs.org and click on Communities.  If you can contribute a brief Spotlight article about your 
Society or Section, please email Kevin Gormley at kgormley@mitre.org. 

 

Editor�s Fill Space and Parting Shot 

My wife claims, correctly, that I am “time-challenged.”  It was only while editing the information on 
WINFORMS elections for this issue that it suddenly dawned on me:  I’m now a WINFORMS Board of Trustee 
emeritus!  I was somehow thinking I had another six months or a year.  I have mixed feelings about my new 
found emeritus status.  It’s been a good deal of work, though nothing compared to what other WINFORMS 
leaders put in, particularly Russell Wooten, Russ Vane, and Doug Samuelson, who have been WINFORMS 
stalwarts for years, as you know.  I have been looking forward to retirement, just did not realize it was hard upon 
me.  But I’ll miss the job, too.  My fellow WINFORMS leaders are wonderful colleagues and it has been an 
honor and pleasure to work with them.  I’ve enjoyed editing Feedback, and will miss it.  But I definitely have 
other fish to fry.  Naturally help whoever takes it over.  (Interested?  Talk to the WINFORMS leaders.  There is 
now requirement that the Feedback editor be a Trustee.)  

Now for some high-powered math:  You’ll notice that this newsletter is 12 pages.  Since 12 is evenly divisible by 
4, that means that the printer can use three full 11”x17” sheets for each newsletter.  That simplifies production 
and lowers our per page costs.  So, I had the luxury of filling in a page and a half of slack to make 12 full pages.  
So here goes, with something (possibly) new and something definitely old. 

S.N.’s Useful “Twist” for Risk Visualization  

Those of us working in the field of homeland security spend a lot of time dealing with risk analysis.  Often the 
principal components of interest for risk, whether for natural disasters or terrorist attacks, are the probability of 
occurrence and the consequence given occurrence.  To compare risks of different threats on a common scale, 
these components are often multiplied together to give a measure of expected risk, that being a definition.  To 

http://www.informs.org/
mailto:kgormley@mitre.org
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display both the components and combined expected risk measure to the decision maker it is convenient to plot 
these on a graph showing iso-risk.  In Excel, such a graph might appear as the following figure (on left) but the 

hyperbolic nature of the iso-risk curves make this display difficult to construe.  However, by simply changing 
to log-log plots the constant expected impact demarcation curves become linear (right figure).  

 

Still, even with constant expected impact demarcation lines, we tend to have difficulty comparing particular 
threats since we must think rightward and upward simultaneously.  (OK, this “we” does not refer to us in the 
WINFORMS community, but to many of the folks whom we are called upon to brief.  We have all experienced 
such folks whose eyes begin to glaze over, at best, or who completely miss the point of a log scale, at worst. 

A couple of years ago I was in a 
briefing by a local OR analyst, 
S. N., who wishes to remain 
anonymous.  He/she found that 
by employing a simple 45 
degree counterclockwise twist, 
as shown here, even the most 
math challenged audience 
member could appreciate which 
alternatives posed the greatest 
risk:  the viewer sees 
immediately that the higher a 
threat falls on the graph, the 
greater its expected impact.  Not 
only does the rotation orient 
expected impact in a vertical 
direction, it also puts probability 
of occurrence and impact on 
equal footing, countering our 
tendency to inappropriately, for 
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risk, to view abscissa and ordinate axes as independent and dependent variables, respectively. 

Of course, a simple 45 degree rotation of the Excel chart will not provide the nicely oriented labeling shown 
here, which has been embellished in MS PowerPoint.  If/when I get a “round tuit” I plan to code up a Visual 
Basic for Application add-in to do that for me.  If you get to this before me, I’d sure love your code. 

 

The Adder’s Dilemma 

(Stop me if you’ve heard this.)  After the Flood, when Noah’s Ark finally rested on dry land, Mount Arafat, 
Noah said to the animals, “Go forth and multiply.”  The rabbits had no problem.  Nor the monkeys, nor the 
giraffes.  All of animal kind went forth to frolic and multiply.  Except one pair of snakes, the adders.  “How 
can we multiply?” they asked.  “We’re adders.”  The wise owls shook their heads, as did the elephants, 
leopards, hippopotami, and platypi. 

Exhausted, the adders finally posed their dilemma to the beavers, who gnawed on the problem, then claimed, 
“We have it.”  They started gnawing down trees, industrially working until they had made:  LOG TABLES, so 
the ADDERS COULD MULTIPLY. 

(If some of you youngsters don’t get it, ask one of us seniors.) 

Cheers, 

Ric Blacksten (hricblacksten@sigmaxi.net) 

 

 

Contact Information 

WINFORMS Officers 

President Russell Wooten US Dept. of Homeland Security Russell.Wooten@dhs.gov (571) 227-2040 

Vice-President Russell Wooten US Dept. of Homeland Security Russell.Wooten@dhs.gov (571) 227-2040 

Secretary Nastaran Coleman Federal Aviation Administration Nastaran.Coleman@faa.gov  (202) 385-7311 

Treasurer Charles Burdick Lockheed Martin Inc. chuck.burdick@lmco.com (202) 285-7105 

Trustee (07 - 09) Dhaivat Parikh IBM Global Business Services dparikh@alumni.utexas.net (571)277-4230 

Trustee (07 - 09) Russell Vane III IBM Global Business Services russ@vaneteam.com (703)272-7318 

Trustee (06-08) H. Ric Blacksten Homeland Security Institute hricblacksten@sigmaxi.net (703) 416-3210 

Trustee (06-08) Kevin Gormley The MITRE Corporation kgormley@mitre.org (703) 983-6413 

Past-President Doug Samuelson Serco samuelsondoug@yahoo.com (703) 978-5030 

WINFORMS Committees 

Program Chair (Acting) Doug Samuelson Serco samuelsondoug@yahoo.com (703) 978-1377 

Individual Membership Nastaran Coleman Federal Aviation Administration Nastaran.Coleman@faa.gov  (202) 385-7311 

Institutional Sponsorship Open    

Communications Chair H. Ric Blacksten Homeland Security Institute hricblacksten@sigmaxi.net (703) 416-3210 

Communications Kevin Gormley The MITRE Corporation kgormley@mitre.org (703) 983-6413 

webmaster Kevin Gormley The MITRE Corporation kgormley@mitre.org (703) 983-6413 
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MS Ballot:  PROGRAM YEAR JULY 1, 2008 - JUNE 30, 2009 
complete and return you ballot by Monday, September 29, 2008. 
mail your ballot to Russell Wooten, 46842 Graham Cove Square, 
 Falls, VA 20165-75778 
ESIDENT/PRESIDENT ELECT (3-year term)

___ Dhaivat Parikh 
_____________________(write in) 
ER (2-year term)

___ Chuck Burdick 
_____________________(write in) 
RS (4) (2-year terms) [Vote for three (3)]

___   Mike Cohen 
___   Clinton Brownley 
___   Mike Poumade 
___________________(write in) _____________________(write in) 
___________________(write in) 
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