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The Erlang Prize

is awarded every two years by the Applied Probability Society of INFORMS to honor a  research scholar within nine years of receiving a Ph.D. who has contributed significantly to applied probability.
The 2012 Erlang Prize has been awarded to

Ton Dieker
of the H. Milton Stewart School of Industrial and Systems Engineering at the Georgia Institute of Technology. This award recognizes Ton's outstanding contributions to several areas, including the theory of stochastic processes, stochastic networks, and stochastic analysis of algorithms.  Ton has achieved major breakthroughs in several extremely challenging and longstanding open problems in probability. Most notable among these are his contributions to resolving a longstanding conjecture regarding the rates of convergence to stationarity in Markov chains. Ton’s work has also tackled notable open problems in the areas of Gaussian processes, stochastic network theory, and queueing.  Ton’s work stands out in his ability to combine and bring to bear key ideas and technical machinery from quite disparate areas, including combinatorics, random matrix theory and control theory. The breadth and depth of Ton’s contributions and the fearless manner by which he has tackled notoriously difficult problems with such great success, have already established him as a leader in the applied probability community. 
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