September 2017

Message from the President
September has arrived and once again school has
started. Our Chapter has decided to hold our Student
Event in September and move it to an afternoon event.
In speaking with Students and Educators, the afternoon
timing would fit better in their schedules. Please join us
from 4-5:30 pm on Thursday September 21st.
The topic is Fraud Close to Home and will be
presented by a panel of 3 of our own members, Donna
Frushour, Nathan Thompson and Ron Nicholson. Each of
these individuals has been directly affected either in
business and/or personal life by fraud and will lead a
discussion on what happened, how it was uncovered and
the steps involved in recovery. We are expecting this to
be an interactive event.
Recently I was reviewing the IMA Core Values and
this section caught my eye:
Innovation and Continuous Improvement
We believe innovation and a spirit of continuous improvement are
engines that keep us relevant, vital, and growing. Our culture
embraces creativity and seeks different perspectives. We behave
like owners of a “business”, managing risks and identifying new
opportunities in serving members and advancing the profession.

The last sentence, especially the ‘advancing the
profession’, is the focus of our Chapter and can be seen
in several ways. We hold Conferences a couple times
each year, sponsor CMA review classes, and hold student
nights. The ‘new opportunities’ would include our own
NASBA certification and the Webinars added to our
training. This year, we are adding Scholarship
opportunities to help ‘advance the profession’.
As the Accounting fields have changed over the years,
we have widened our scope to not only include CPA’s, but
we have found the need for the CMA program. More
often we are finding more individuals attending our
conferences from all sides of Finance and Human
Resources and business owners. “Advancing the
profession” is encompassing more sides of business. Is
there more we should do?

UPCOMING EVENT:
THURSDAY- SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
!! LATE AFTERNOON MEETING
With Refreshments !!

Lake Hickory Country Club
4:00-4:15= Registration
4:15-5:30= Speakers

TOPIC: Fraud Close to Home
Members - $15
Students - $5
Guests - $18
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JOB OPENINGS
If your company is looking to fill a position and you’d like to
advertise it in the IMA newsletter, please forward the ad to Beth
Prewitt at dbprewitt@hsmsolutions.com by the last day of the
month preceding the month in which you want the ad to be
printed.

Calendar of Events
DATES FOR 2017-2018 MEETINGS:
September 21st – Late afternoon meeting (4-5:30) at LHCC
Panel discussion on Fraud Close to Home
th
October 27 – Breakfast Meeting at LHCC
November 9th – ANNUAL CONFERENCE-Hickory Metro Convention Ctr.
December 8th – Lunch meeting at LHCC
January 18th – Dinner meeting
February 16th – Breakfast meeting at LHCC
February 23rd-24th – WINTER CONFERENCE-Hilton Ashevillle Biltmore Park
March 16th – Late afternoon meeting (4-5:30) at LHCC
April 13th – Lunch meeting at LHCC
May 18th – Lunch meeting at LHCC

Mission Statement
To provide personal and professional development opportunities in management accounting, financial
management and information management through education and association with business
professionals and certification in management accounting and financial management to members in the
Catawba Valley area.

RSVP to BETH PERNELL at 828-328-2201, ext. 5105 or kepernell@hsmsolutions.com
by Tuesday before each Thursday meeting.
To self register click here: Register for meeting (CTRL + click here)
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Team Leader
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Publicity:
Webmaster:
Asst. Webmaster:
CMA Program:
Employment:
Meetings (RSVPs):
Newsletters:
Education:
Student Activities:
Scholarship:
Membership:

Kim Drum-Gales
Lindsey Huffman
Rhonda Young
Ron Nicholson
Beth Prewitt
Sheronda Fox
Kelly Frank
Ron Nicholson
Chelsea Ledford
Mike Gahagan
Rhonda Young
Dee Strickland
Brenda Craig
Carolina Council Delegate: Ron Nicholson
Ellen Knauf

IMA has updated their website. Please make sure your information for
your profile is correct. To access you data go to www.imanet.org.
Under the IMA Membership section click on “LOG IN”. Your log in
is your IMA membership number and your password is your last name,
then click on “GO”.
In the upper right hand corner of the screen you should see “Welcome,
(your name) | “My Profile” | “Logout”, click on “My Profile”.
Now you can view and edit your information.

www.imanet.org
www.imacarolinascouncil.org
www.catawbavalley.imanet.org
Look/Go here:
*Employment opportunities
IMA Catawba Valley Chapter
* RSVP for the monthly meetings
P.O. Box 2132
* Give us feedback
Hickory, NC 28603
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Catawba-Valley-IMA-Chapter-4576209/about?trk=anet_ug_grppro
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Catawba-Valley-IMA-Chapter/133913923378743

Are you taking advantage of your IMA benefits?
IMA members are eligible for special offers from leading brand partners, providing discounts
on:
 Insurance
Executive recruitment
 Office supplies
Other business services
 Travel
Learn more about these by visiting--www.imanet.org or calling 1-800-638-4427
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STUDENT NIGHT – THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST
at the LAKE HICKORY COUNTRY CLUB
from 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm
featuring

“FRAUD CLOSE TO HOME”
a panel discussion with actual business and personal fraud cases. Find out how
it was detected, the results and the steps taken to resolve the situation.
Refreshments will include both Hot and Cold Hors d’Oeuvres, sweet and
unsweet tea and lemonade.
Cost to attend:
$15 for IMA Members
$18 for Guests
$5 Students

Pictured L-R while attending the August joint meeting with APICS are Ron Nicholson, Marilyn and Joe Ryan, Beth
Pernell, Dee Strickland, Beth Prewitt and Rhonda Young. Not pictured is our photographer, Charlie Nartker.
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CMA Certification
®

Our Chapter has a rich history of almost two decades of providing support to members in earning the
CMA. Many are enjoying the benefits of being a CMA because of this intensive support. Large discounts
are currently available on Gleim review materials. Click here to find contact information for CMA
Review. Take advantage of our experience and tell us your needs!
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IMA Announces Record Growth in CMA

NEWS PROVIDED BY
Institute of Management Accountants
10:30 ET
MONTVALE, N.J., July 31, 2017 /PRNewswire/ -- IMA® (Institute of Management Accountants) is proud to announce
record-breaking growth for its CMA® (Certified Management Accountant) program during the fiscal year ending June 30,
2017. The total number of CMA candidates grew by 40 percent to a record high of 41,000. This expansion of the program
has contributed to a 21 percent compound annual growth rate of the CMA candidate pipeline over the last five years.
Additionally, IMA's total membership increased by 11 percent, bringing it to the 90,000 mark, and putting the organization
on track to reach 100,000 members by its 100th anniversary in 2019.
"This growth represents the tremendous commitment that our volunteers, partners and staff make to support the profession,
as well as the commitment our members make to advance their careers," said Jeff Thomson, CMA, CAE, IMA president and
CEO. "We're extremely proud of the success we've achieved and we look forward to reaching more milestones as we
approach our 100th anniversary."
According to Thomson, IMA's continued focus on growing with confidence and integrity, and a strong balance sheet
grounded in financial discipline, enabled it to invest in the multi-million-dollar "You've Got to Earn It" ad campaign. The
integrated campaign resulted in 26,000 new leads for the CMA program. IMA also celebrated the 10th year of the Chinese
language version of the CMA exam, as well as double-digit growth (29 percent) of new CMA candidates in the U.S.
To honor those who have supported the CMA's success, ICMA® (Institute of Certified Management Accountants), the
certification division of IMA, announced the recipients of its top honors during its 2017 Annual Conference & Expo in
Denver last month. Ping An Insurance of China and Johnson & Johnson were both awarded for their dedication to the CMA
program.
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