December 2017

Message from the President
Hello Members!
Did you get to our November Conference? It was a great
day, the speakers were lively and we had great attendance – close
to 60 for the live Conference and about 18 sessions of the Webinar.
Thank you to all of those who volunteered their time to make this
event turn out so well.
One of our goals is to educate and encourage others in the
accounting and finance fields. Working toward that goal, this year
we decided to offer Scholarships to students coming through these
fields. We have received 5 applications for our Scholarship
program and now we need volunteers to help determine which
applicant(s) should receive the scholarship. We currently have 2
members and should have 5 in total. Please let me know if you are
interested, or contact Mike Gahagan or Cathi Hall. This is a great
opportunity to help support our Chapter and some new students at
the same time.
Our website has a new look, to see the updated look, visit
http://catawbavalley.imanet.org. We will be updating this
regularly and adding pictures. If there is an article or something
you would like to contribute, please contact Lindsey Huffman
(lhuffman@carolinatrust.com).
For many years, our tradition has been to help a family or
two from the Family Guidance Center with Christmas gifts. Many
times something has happen that keeps one or both parents out of
work for a period of time and that makes all home finances tight.
Most years we have provided items for children and included
something for the whole family, like games, movie passes to the
Carolina Theatre or a gas card. What a great way to put our
Chapter resources to good use! Ann from the Family Guidance
Center will provide us with the family information and some ideas
from the family of things that are wanted or needed, then we shop
until we hit our dollar amount. Do you have a few hours to spend
purchasing gifts for a family in need? Please let me know if you
are interested, just send me an email at
emknauf@hsmsolutions.com.
The meeting for December is 2017 Year End Tax
Planning Considerations and will be presented by Melissa Shronce
and Eric West of Davidson, Holland, Whitesell & Co. They will
present what is currently in place for 2017 and will review what is
currently proposed. Since that is a moving target at this point, I
expect this could be very interesting. Please read the speakers’
biographies farther in the newsletter.
Accept my best wishes for you and your families to have
a safe and very Merry Christmas,
Ellen

UPCOMING EVENT:
FRIDAY- DECEMBER 8, 2017
Luncheon Meeting
Lake Hickory Country Club

2017 Year End Tax Planning
Considerations presented by
Melissa Shronce and Eric West
MEMBERS - $17
STUDENTS - $10
GUESTS - $20
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JOB OPENINGS
If your company is looking to fill a position and you’d like to
advertise it in the IMA newsletter, please forward the ad to Beth
Prewitt at dbprewitt@hsmsolutions.com by the last day of the
month preceding the month in which you want the ad to be
printed.

Calendar of Events
DATES FOR 2017-2018 MEETINGS:
December 8th – Lunch meeting at LHCC
2017 Year End Tax Planning Considerations
th
January 18 – Joint meeting with APICS
February 16th – Breakfast meeting at LHCC
February 23rd-24th – WINTER CONFERENCE-Hilton Ashevillle Biltmore Park
March 16th – Late afternoon meeting (4-5:30) at LHCC
April 13th – Lunch meeting at LHCC
May 18th – Lunch meeting at LHCC

Mission Statement
To provide personal and professional development opportunities in management accounting, financial
management and information management through education and association with business
professionals and certification in management accounting and financial management to members in the
Catawba Valley area.

RSVP to SHERONDA FOX at 828-328-2201, ext. 3223 or sffox@hsmsolutions.com
by Tuesday before each meeting.
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2017 – 2018
Catawba Valley IMA
Directors

2017 – 2018
Catawba Valley IMA
Officers
President:

Ellen Knauf

President-Elect:
Treasurer:

Beth Pernell

Secretary:

Charlie Nartker

Administration:

Charlie Nartker

Team Leader

Communication:

Kim Gales

Team Leader

Membership:

Danette Landrum













Team Leader



Publicity:
Webmaster:
Asst. Webmaster:
CMA Program:
Employment:
Meetings (RSVPs):
Newsletters:
Education:
Student Activities:
Scholarship:
Membership:

Kim Drum-Gales
Lindsey Huffman
Rhonda Young
Ron Nicholson
Beth Prewitt
Sheronda Fox
Kelly Frank
Ron Nicholson
Chelsea Ledford
Mike Gahagan
Rhonda Young
Dee Strickland
Brenda Craig
Carolina Council Delegate: Ron Nicholson
Ellen Knauf

IMA has updated their website. Please make sure your information for
your profile is correct. To access you data go to www.imanet.org.
Under the IMA Membership section click on “LOG IN”. Your log in
is your IMA membership number and your password is your last name,
then click on “GO”.
In the upper right hand corner of the screen you should see “Welcome,
(your name) | “My Profile” | “Logout”, click on “My Profile”.
Now you can view and edit your information.

www.imanet.org
www.imacarolinascouncil.org
http://linkup.imanet.org/catawbavalley/home

Look/Go here:
*Employment opportunities
IMA Catawba Valley Chapter
* RSVP for the monthly meetings
P.O. Box 2132
* Give us feedback
Hickory, NC 28603
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Catawba-Valley-IMA-Chapter-4576209/about?trk=anet_ug_grppro
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Catawba-Valley-IMA-Chapter/133913923378743

Are you taking advantage of your IMA benefits?
IMA members are eligible for special offers from leading brand partners, providing discounts
on:
 Insurance
Executive recruitment
 Office supplies
Other business services
 Travel
Learn more about these by visiting--www.imanet.org or calling 1-800-638-4427
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CMA Certification
®

Our Chapter has a rich history of almost two decades of providing support to members in earning the
CMA. Many are enjoying the benefits of being a CMA because of this intensive support. Large discounts
are currently available on Gleim review materials. Click here to find contact information for CMA
Review. Take advantage of our experience and tell us your needs!
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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS:
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STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS:
We are pleased to announce that LACY SANCHEZ has transferred to our Chapter
from New York. Recently, she met with some of the Board members to discuss her interest
in helping us grow a Student Chapter. She is taking on that challenge and will be working with
CHELSEA LEDFORD from CVCC, also a new member this month.
Lacy has been working for Corning since 2015 supporting anti-dumping litigation and is
currently the Plant Controller at the start up in Newton. Prior to that she worked for HNI
and held various Accounting and Production Line Manager roles. She holds a BA in Finance,
and an MBA, and is a CMA as well.
Originally from the North East Iowa area, Lacy lived in upstate New York and is
currently living in Hickory. Please welcome Lacy and her family to our Chapter.
Many of you have met Chelsea Ledford, she has attended several of our Chapter
events. We are pleased to announce that she became an official member in November, taking
advantage of our $100 membership discount for attending the November Conference, and
joining with 1 month of the event.
Chelsea grew up in West Jefferson NC. She completed her BS in Business
Administration concentrating in Accounting. She followed that up with a Master of
Accountancy in 2012. While working for Western Piedmont Community College in Accounting,
she realized passion was teaching. She started as a full time Instructor for Catawba Valley
Community College in August of 2016. Chelsea is currently one of the advisors for the
Accounting & Business Club at CVCC.
It is great to have Chelsea and her husband, who live in Morganton in our chapter.
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APICS Foothills press release – November 2017
For immediate distribution
The Foothills APICS Chapter will hold an educational event / review class in the Hickory (NC) area for the CPIM
module – Basics of Supply Chain Management. Classes will be held on Thursday evenings (6-9 PM) beginning 25January 2018 and will last 7-9 weeks (location to be announced later). The cost to attend is $800 for APICS PLUS
members ($950 for non-members & APICS CORE members). Both a participant workbook and on-line study tools are
included.
Topics covered in the BSCM module include:
 Demand Management
 Master Planning
 MRP
 Capacity Management
 Purchasing
 Inventory Management
 Execution and Control
 Physical Distribution
 Continuous Improvement
Program Benefits:



Led by experienced and certified instructor



Classroom environment ensures that you will stay on track with your studies



Peer discussions help reinforce learning materials.

To pre-register or for more information contact Mike Carpenter at Mike.Carpenter@PrysmianGroup.com
The APICS Certified in Production and Inventory Management (CPIM) program provides you with the ability to
understand and evaluate production and inventory activities within a company's global operations. APICS CPIM helps
you master essential terminology, concepts, and strategies related to: demand management, procurement
management, supplier planning, material requirements planning, capacity planning, sales and operations planning,
master scheduling, performance measurements, supplier relationships, quality control and continuous improvement.
The APICS Foothills Chapter serves Hickory, Lincolnton, Gastonia, Morganton, Lenoir, Boone and the surrounding
areas. The chapter is committed to developing members’ professional education and networking opportunities and
offers training to local businesses.
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