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President’s Message - January 2018 

Welcome to 2018!  With a new year come new responsibilities and opportunities.  Now is a good time to 
begin thinking, planning, and preparing in mapping out your strategy to keep on top of the ever 
increasing work load at work, home, and with your leadership position in your local IMA chapter.  This is 
why preparing and participating in your chapter’s board meetings is key in ensuring your chapter 
continues to be moving along in the right direction.  IMA Global’s “Elections & Appointments Form” 
listing your chapter’s officers and directors of your board for the 2018-2019 chapter years will be due in 
March.  Start now in contacting potential new, current, and existing chapter members to fill open 
positions on your board for the next term.     
 
The Mid-America Council’s Spring Conference and Leadership Training Sessions (LTS) will be held on April 
26 & 27, 2018 at Northern Illinois University in Rockford, IL.  If you haven’t already been promoting this 
in your chapter’s newsletter and on your chapter’s web sites, please consider doing so.  The Spring 
Conference is a good source of relevant information on current trends and topics of interest in the 
accounting field.  The leadership training sessions are a great opportunity to learn more about the 
various roles and board positions in serving with your local chapter.  Both days include the opportunity 
of connecting with fellow IMA members, University Students, and various business professionals.  It’s 
also, a great way of obtaining continuing education credits at a reasonable cost.  Mark this on your 
calendar now to attend the Spring Educational Conference and Leadership Training Sessions (LTS).  You 
can obtain more information and register to attend by visiting the Mid-America Council’s web site at 
www.midamerica.imanet.org.  
 
Our next Mid-America Council Board meeting will be held in Milwaukee, WI on Saturday, January 27, 
2018 from 9:00 – Noon.  The council board would like each chapter to be represented at the meeting by 
having a member present either in-person or via WebEx telephone conference.  Please visit the council’s 
web site at www.midamerica.imanet.org for more information regarding our upcoming meeting.     
 
Please send an email to me RBellmore@sigmanlegal.com or to your Regional Director (director’s 
information is found on the council’s web site) if you have any concerns or questions on how your 
chapter is performing.  The Mid-America Council board exists to provide support, guidance, and 
assistance to each local chapter’s board in helping the chapter to continue to be successful and 
supportive of their IMA chapter members. 

 
Rick Bellmore 
Mid-America Council President, 2017-2018 
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NEWSLETTER 

J ANU ARY  2 0 1 8  J OIN US  

In this issue: 

Message from the President 1 

MAC January Meeting – Agenda 2 

Directions to Meeting Site   3 

MAC 2017-2018 Slate of Officers 4 

MAC October Meeting Minutes 5-8 

Special points of interest: 

Next Council Meeting 

When: Saturday, January 27, 2018 
 9:00am – 12:00pm 

Where: Big Head Brewing Co. 
 6204 W. State St.  
 Wauwatosa, WI  53213 

http://midamerica.imanet.org/
http://midamerica.imanet.org/
http://www.midamerica.imanet.org/
http://www.midamerica.imanet.org/
mailto:RBellmore@sigmanlegal.com
http://midamerica.imanet.org/
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Date & Time WebEx/Phone Information Location 

Saturday, January 27, 2018 
9:00am – 12:00pm 

WebEx Meeting Details 
Meeting Number: 713 385 998 
Meeting Password: council2018 
Dial-In No.(for audio): 712-432-1500 
Participant Access Code: 514007#  

Big Head Brewing Co. 
6204 W State St 

Wauwatosa, WI  53213 (map) 
 

 

1. 9:00am – 9:05am Welcome & Introductions Rick 5 minutes 

2. 9:05am – 9:10am President’s Report  Rick 5 minutes 

3. 9:10am – 9:15am Secretary’s Report 
   Approve Minutes from Oct 2017 Mtg. 

Martha 5 minutes 

4. 9:15am – 9:40am Treasurer’s Report 
   Financial Statements 

Dana 25 minutes 

5. 9:40am – 9:55am President-Elect’s Report 
   2018 LTS - NIU April 27, 2018 
Speakers Lined Up & Update on IMA  
Global $2,000 Grant?  
   Council Award of Excellence 

Erin 15 minutes 

6. 9:55am – 10:15am Regional VP & Regional Directors 
   IMA Board Update 
   Regional Chapter Reports 

Dave 20 minutes 

7. 10:15am - 10:25am BREAK  10 minutes 

8. 10:25am -10:35am VP-Communications 
   Newsletter Due Date 
   Council Website 
      Event Schedule 

Eric & Bill  10 minutes 

9. 10:35am–11:05am VP-Education 
   Student Conference / Student Grants 
   Student Chapter Outreach 
   Education Conference - NIU 
     April 26, 2018 Speakers???? 

Sheryl  & 
Kathy 

30 minutes 

10. 11:05am–11:10am Bylaws Committee Report  Mary 5 minutes 

11. 11:10am–11:15am Committee Reports 
   Long Range Planning 
   Academic Relations 
   Member Relations 

Harlan 5 minutes 

12. 11:15am–11:20am Old Business Rick 5 minutes 

13. 11:20am–11:35am New Business Rick 15 minutes 

14. 11:35am–11:40pm Past Presidents  5 minutes 

15. 11:40am Meeting Adjournment Lunch to follow   
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https://goo.gl/maps/VytHTYazQj12


 

3 

  
 
 

The January 2018 Board meeting will be held at Big Head Brewing Co., 6204 W. State St., Wauwatosa, WI 
53213. 

 

If coming north on 43 (from Beloit, Janesville, etc), take 894 North, then 94 toward downtown, exit at 68th/70th St. 
exit.  Proceed north on 68th St. to State St., right on State to 62nd. 
 
If coming north on 94 from Chicago, Kenosha, Racine, then follow north take the 43/94 into downtown, then west 
on 94.  Exit at 68th/70th St. North on 68th to State St., right on State St. 
 
If coming South on 41/45, exit at Watertown Plank Rd. Proceed east.  Just past Glenview Rd light, there is a 
second light. Go left at that light (stay in right lane).  Next light after that is State St.  Turn right to 62nd. 
 
If coming east on 94 from Madison, exit at 68th/70th St.  Proceed north on 68th St. to State St., right on State to 
62nd  
 
Big Head’s entrance is on 62nd St.  There is a big apartment complex on the other side of 62nd St. 
 
Park on 62nd St. 
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BOARD POSITION NAME, CHAPTER 

President Rick Bellmore, Winnebagoland 

President Elect Erin Ankebrant, Greater Milwaukee 

Secretary Martha Paalman, Winnebagoland 

Treasurer Dana Riess, Chicago 

VP - Communications Eric Griffin, Madison 

     Director - Newsletter William Ramsay, Winnebagoland 

VP - Education Sheryl Elliott, Fox River Valley 

     Director – Student Relations Kathy Horton, Fox River Valley 

Regional VP Dave Skora, Madison 

Regional Director - Calumet Open 

Regional Director - Central Illinois Open 

Regional Director - Chicago Open 

Regional Director - Fox River Valley Open 

Regional Director - Greater Milwaukee Open 

Regional Director - Heart of WI John Wieland, Winnebagoland 

Regional Director - Illowa Open 

Regional Director - Madison Connie Lusietto, Central Illinois 

Regional Director - NW Suburban Chicago Open 

Regional Director - Packerland John Wieland, Winnebagoland 

Regional Director - Rockford Connie Lusietto, Central Illinois 

Regional Director - Winnebagoland Bruce Hamilton, Madison 

MAC Long-Range Planning Committee  
(Most Sr. Active Past President) 

Harlan Fuller, Central Illinois 

Council Bylaws Committee Mary Strautmann, Greater Milwaukee 

Nominating Committee Bruce Hamilton, Madison 

Volunteer Leadership Committee (IMA Global) Dave Skora, Madison 
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IMA Mid-America Council Board Meeting 
      Woodward Inc, Loves Park, IL  

October 28, 2017 
 

ATTENDANCE   
NAME    CHAPTER   MAC POSITION 
John Wieland Winnebagoland  Past President 
Rick Bellmore Winnebagoland  President 
Martha Paalman Winnebagoland  Secretary 
Todd Hilliard Rockford  Delegate 
Dave Skora Madison  Global Director 
Eric Griffin Madison  VP Communications 
Erin Ankebrant Greater Milwaukee  President Elect 
Mary Strautmann Greater Milwaukee  Past President  
Brian Wetters Fox River Valley  Delegate 
 
On the Phone: 
Bob Faulds Packerland  Delegate 
Pam Voorhies Fox River Chapter  Regional Director 
Bill Ramsay Winnebagoland  Director – Newsletter 
Dana Riess Chicago  Treasurer 

 
Rick Bellmore called the meeting to order at 9:22 am.   
 
PRESIDENT – Rick Bellmore 
The council has a number of student chapters that we should continue to foster with student nights, grants, student 
conference support. 
 
SECRETARY – Martha Paalman 
The minutes from the July 29, 2017 Mid-America Council board meeting were previously included in the newsletter.  Motion 
to approve the July minutes was made by Mary and seconded by John. Motion passed.  
 
TREASURER – Dana Riess 
Copies of the October Treasurer’s Report were sent prior to and distributed at the meeting. Mary motioned to approve the 
October Treasurer’s Report and John seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   
 
Still looking for further direction from global on whether we need to keep Illowa’s financials separated. 
 
Do we need someone to review council financials before November global submission or does the council’s quarterly review 
satisfy this requirement? We will submit to Global stating the board has reviewed the financials quarterly, further in depth 
review will be done by Pam in December. 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT – Erin Ankebrant 
LTS & Spring Educational Conference:  
Speakers are all confirmed for Friday. Missing two speakers for Thursday. Reaching out to a speaker from the IMA speaker’s 
bureau to present on Disaster Recovery. Also need a speaker on Cost Accounting to fill out the day. 
 
MEF Grant: 
Received grant of $1250 
 
Council Award of Excellence: 
No update for now – will begin work on form next year. Do we have a special initiative in mind to work on?  
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REGIONAL VP – David Skora  
Global Director – IMA Board Update: 
Lot of exciting things going on at the global level. Approaching 95,000 members, with goal of 100,000 by the annual 
conference for the 100th year conference in 2019.  
 
Recently visited the IMA headquarters in New Jersey.  
 
IMA is financially strong. New “CMA First” ad campaign has been released, a follow up to last year’s marketing.  
 
Campus Influencers program presentation is available to those who make visits to universities to promote IMA/CMA with 
student chapters and other schools. Dave has made a variety of presentations to area schools and is looking for connections 
to professors at UW schools (Platteville, Oshkosh, Green Bay, Milwaukee, Stevens Point) to get on their agendas. 
 
Regional Director Reports: 
 
Calumet (OPEN): no report, second hand info seems positive 
 
Central Illinois (OPEN): no report, Rick had received and email indicating they’re having trouble filling board positions 
 
 
Chicago (OPEN – Dana reported): New website went live in July, has been positive. First event was last week Thursday. Great 
topic, western suburb location, 16 attendees: 4 chapter board members, 3 were other council chapter leaders, 7 non-leader 
attendees. Was advertised as free for first 25 people who RSVP’d. Had marketed with two email blasts, 2 LinkedIn posts, 
chapter president sent out emails and made phone calls to local IMA members. Have been cross-marketing with Calumet, 
Fox River Valley, and NW Suburban chapters. 
 
Fox River Valley (OPEN - Brian): Have held three events: August – joint meeting with APICS at a baseball game. September – 
cyber security. October – Lease Accounting. Nov – CMA recognition. March – student night: internal control film. Website 
has been converted. Average attendance is mid-high twenties. 
 
Greater Milwaukee (OPEN - Mary): Sept – poorly attended, indirect cost controls. Oct – partnered with IIA, mystery fraud 
student night. Photographer was there to do headshots. Nov – plant tour, Jan - webinar 
 
Heart of WI (John Wieland): Chapter doing well, hopes to get up there in the next few months 
 
Illowa: Chapter is inactive, Dave has been talking with a former board member and local professor about potential 
resurrection. 
 
Madison (Connie Lusietto - Eric): Student night is in November, Dec – volunteer event at Second Harvest food bank. Tax 
meeting will be kind of last minute in Dec/Jan depending on changes made. 
 
NW Suburban Chicago (Pam): NW Suburban and Chicago meetings were on the same night. Had visited earlier in the 
summer to talk about how to get people involved. Their president is doing a great job reaching out to people (current 
members, past attendees, local people.) Attendance has been in the 12-15 range. Sept – Cyber Security, Oct – IRS 
investigators. Meetings have been running long due to interest. Not finalized 2017-18 budget yet. Received a grant from 
Global for their student night in Feb. 
 
Packerland (John Wieland - Bob): Recent student night was well attended – over 50 attendees. Chapter will be volunteering 
to count money from Salvation Army in November. Meeting with Kroc Center in November. Off to a good start. 
 
Rockford (Connie Lusietto - Todd): Sept – Motivation (Ted Talks + breakout sessions), Oct – student night, attendance was 
down vs prior year, fell on a NLCS game night. Cahoot financial trivia game. Dec – joint meeting with FEI, Jan – tax update. 
Planning last half of the year still. 
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Winnebagoland (Bruce Hamilton - Martha): Chapter is doing well. All meetings are set, first two meetings of the year have 
had good attendance. Nov – tour at Pierce, Feb – screening of “The Accountant.” 
 
Dave will follow up with Calumet, Central Illinois, Illowa on their status. Reminder to everyone that IMA has a lot of 
marketing materials for free on their webstore.  
 
VP-COMMUNICATIONS and DIRECTOR OF NEWSLETTER – Eric Griffin and Bill Ramsay 
The next council meeting will be on January 27, 2018 at Big Head Brewery in Milwaukee (coordinated by Mary).  The 
newsletter deadline will be January 8, 2018. 

Council website has been converted to new format. Added links to student chapters as available. Has noted events created 
on the site go to a linkup website with no way to get back to the original chapter website. Please let Eric know as chapter 
website URLs change so council site can be updated. 

VP-EDUCATION – Sheryl Elliott (absent) and Kathy Horton (absent) - Erin 
Student Grants:  
Four grants issued. Checks will be sent out this weekend. Dana needs addresses for Whitewater and Robert Morris – she has 
sent them emails. 
 
Student Conference: 
Houston Nov 9-11. Have a few attendees going. 
 
 
BY-LAWS COMMITTEE – Mary Strautmann  
No Report 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE — Harlan Fuller (absent) 
No Report 
 
COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC RELATIONS — Harlan Fuller (absent) 
No Report 
 
MEMBER RELATIONS COMMITTEE – Harlan Fuller (absent) 
No Report 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Bruce Hamilton (absent) 
No Report 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Eric will update chapter grant application for revised wording “and” vs “or”. 
 
We have quite a few unfilled regional director positions.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ethics film from LTS last year? Film is not yet available for public release. Don’t know when it might be. There’s a website 
that would likely tell when it’s out. 
 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
Bill – still concerned about quorum. Need to keep up on technology and tools to help remote participation. 
Dave – good meeting, concerned about chapters who aren’t represented at council meetings and how to engage and 
support them. 
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Mary – good meeting, glad we’re seeing progress at some of our chapters. Need to keep working on more inventive ways to 
meet, including webinars. Each chapter gets two free webinars each year. 
John – good meeting, hope for good weather in January! 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN – meeting adjourned at 11:04 AM 
Motion to adjourn by Mary and seconded by Dave. Motion passed. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Martha Paalman, Council Secretary 
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