
 

 

 2022 ANNUAL CPE CONFERENCE. 

 Minutes 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENT SCHEDULE 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Thursday Morning, October 27th: 
 
 
 

“The CPA Exam Evolution and Its Impact on Management Accounting” 

Dr. Kimberly Swanson Church will discuss the CPA evolution and its impact on 
accounting curriculum, public accounting, and management accounting. Dr. Church is a 
leading speaker on several accounting and data analytics topics. Dr. Church joined 
Missouri State University as the Director for the School of Accountancy in fall 2020. 
Kimberly is a professor in accounting with an emphasis in information systems and 
emerging technologies. She has two decades of entrepreneurial and higher education 
experiences, including more than ten years in academic leadership roles within the 
American Accounting Association, the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, and the Institute of Management Accountants. 
 

 

“Financial Accounting and Tax Issues of Cryptocurrency” 

Dr. James Long is a professor at Auburn University and will discuss Financial 
Accounting and Tax Topics in Cryptocurrency. He has received numerous teaching 
accolades, including Auburn University's prestigious Gerald and Emily Leischuck 
Endowed Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching, the Alumni Undergraduate 
Teaching Excellence Award, and the Harbert College's Lowder and McCartney teaching 
awards. He has taught various accounting and international business courses at 
Auburn University, Corvinus University of Budapest, and Virginia Tech, as well as 
continuing professional education courses for public accounting firms and professional 
organizations. 

 

2022 IMA Kansas City   

Annual Conference 

October 27, 2022 – October 28, 2022 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM CDT 

 

 

 

CPE Available: 16.0 

CBIZ Office on Country Club Plaza 
700 West 47th, Suite 1100 

Kansas City, MO 64112 
 

 

(Parking is available in the garage underneath the building) 

 

How to Register: 
If you are a Professional or Board Member, please register HERE. 

If you are Faculty, Student, or CBIZ employee please register HERE. 

 
 

The Institute of Management Accountants' Kansas City Chapter invites accounting and finance 
professionals, faculty, and students to join us on Thursday, October 27th and Friday, October 

28th for our annual continuing education conference. Thank you to the CBIZ Kansas City office at 
700 West 47th Street for hosting our event.  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/imakc-annual-cpe-conference-2022-tickets-365918180127
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/imakc-annual-cpe-conference-2022-facultycbizstudent-only-tickets-400966841617
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“The Gig Economy and Essential Skills for Finance & Accounting Professionals”  

Ellen Ourednik is a Senior Director on the People Team at RGP, a next-generation 
human capital partner helping companies solve today’s most pressing business 
problems. Ellen will present on the Gig Economy and Essential Skills for Finance and 
Accounting Professionals. The nature of work—where, how and why we work—is 
changing rapidly, and those changes are impacting how we hire, train and retain our 
teams and even how we manage our own careers.  Research from IBM suggests the 
average shelf-life for a skill is five years, and just 2.5 years for technical skills. In this 
session we’ll cover some of the key workplace trends and their impacts and discuss 
future-proof skills from managing a hybrid workforce to telling stories with and without 
data.  Attendees will learn about labor market dynamics, demographic shifts, and what’s 
really happening in the “Great Resignation,” along with practical ideas for developing 
critical skills for the future in their teams and themselves. 

 

Thursday Afternoon, October 27th: 
 

“Data Analysis Using Power BI” 

Dr. Pam Schmidt is a professor at Washburn University and is a leader in the digital 
transformation of education and does extensive research on emerging technologies. 
Her specialties include data analytics, accounting information systems, ERP systems, 
blockchain technologies, and managerial accounting. Every day, the news is filled with 
the promise of the field of Data Analytics transforming life and business. We all want 
and need to understand the range of approaches for data analysis from “Little Data” by 
using recent extensions to Microsoft’s Excel and PowerBI software, to the basics of 
newer “Big Data” software to visualize and automate understanding of corporate data.  
Learn about PowerBI software application to numerous existing business challenges. 

“What’s the Big Deal About Change Management” 

Ed Caldwell is RGP’s Change Management practice leader and has an extensive 
background and expertise in Organizational Change Management, Business 
Transformation and Digital Enablement. He will discuss the pace of change only 
continues to accelerate, yet organizations struggle to achieve the expected value from 
change initiatives. Often, it’s because of people-related impacts: employee resistance, 
inadequate sponsorship, unrealistic expectations, and insufficient skills. Effective 
change management mitigates these risks and regardless of whether you are 
integrating a newly acquired company or implementing a new ERP, increases the 
probability of your transformation’s success by a factor of 6X! Ed Caldwell will be 
sharing his insights from over 30 years of experience helping clients not just survive 
but thrive through change.   

“What Happens If You Lose your Greatest Asset?”  

Jill Minton of EFL Associates/CBIZ will present on employee retention and engagement. 
Minton will discuss tactics to thrive amid the “Great Resignation”, providing insights on 
how to keep and attract the talent you want, streamlining the recruiting process, 
shorten the hiring cycle, and building a strong executive team. She joined EFL 
Associates in 2021 as an Executive Search Consultant, focusing on the professional 
services industry and offering clients a wealth of consulting experience. From IT to 
real estate, her extensive background provides her with a deep understanding of 
business needs and hiring challenges within a wide array of industries and sectors. 

** We will be hosting a networking reception Thursday afternoon on Oct 27th  
after the final session. Thanks to GSB Search Associates LLC for sponsoring this. ** 
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Friday Morning, October 28th: 
 
 

“The Career Path to CFO”  

Jay Meschke of CBIZ will do a presentation discussing “Career Path to CFO". As 

President of EFL Associates and CBIZ Talent & Compensation Solutions, Meschke 

provides vision and strategic leadership while overseeing daily operations of the 

firm. He joined EFL Associates in 1992, bringing a unique perspective honed in his 

years as a senior executive with respected financial institutions. Meschke has 

completed over 600 successful senior-level search assignments in the financial 

services, nonprofit, technology, aerospace, energy, agribusiness/food, manufacturing, 

insurance, and professional services industries.  

 

“Fraud and Pop Culture” (2-Hour Ethics Session)   

Kelly Paxton is a nationally recognized speaker on fraud and embezzlement topics. 
She will do a presentation on Fraud and Pop Culture (ethics). Kelly hosts a weekly 
podcast, “Great Women in Fraud”, where she interviews leading fraud examiners and 
other financial professionals who are experts on financial crime cases. Kelly is a 
Certified Fraud Examiner and has over 20 years of investigative experience, including 
cases of money laundering, embezzlement, and conflict of interest. She speaks on a 
variety of workplace fraud topics, and has a written a book entitled “Embezzlement: 
How to Detect, Prevent, and Investigate Pink-Collar Crime” 

 

“Bringing ESG into Focus”    

Melinda Stinnett is Managing Director of Stinnett & Associates, and has substantial 
experience in internal audit, Sarbanes-Oxley, forensic auditing, and business 
management. She was recently named an Outstanding Member of the Oklahoma 
Society of CPAs, and will be speaking on environmental, social, and governance 
issues in the accounting industry. Melinda’s company has offices in several major 
cities, and she has extensive experience in internal audit, cost recovery, and risk 
management and performance improvement. She is a frequent speaker for a variety 
of accounting and finance organizations. 
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Friday Afternoon, October 28th: 

 

 

“Critical Thinking for Accounting Professionals”  

Jennifer Roberson is a Senior Manager at CBIZ Stinnett and will be presenting on 
“Critical Thinking for Accounting Professionals”. Critical thinking in the 21st century 
continues to trend as a most-wanted learning skill. We see this characteristic listed 
on job descriptions and resumes, and even in wanting to create critical thinkers in 
academia. Add in the gift of innovation and you can likely write your own career 
ticket. If many list critical thinking as a personal attribute on a resume, why do 
employers feel like they don’t have enough innovative critical thinkers? Why the 
disparity? Much of the fault might be found in how we teach critical thinking and 
whether employers really want critical thinkers or problem solvers. Yes, companies 
need problem solvers to thrive, but they do need creative thinkers. While we typically 
think of critical thinking as the objective analysis and evaluation of an issue to form a 
judgment, is that what employers are looking for? During this session, we’ll dive into 
what organizations really mean when saying they want innovative critical thinkers. 

 

“Economic Update and Analysis” 

Chris Kuehl is a favorite speaker among the accounting and financial community on 
local, regional, national, and international economic topics. In this presentation, Kuehl 
will discuss economic updates. He has done presentations in all fifty states and is a 
frequent speaker at IMA and state CPA society events. Chris serves as Armada’s 
Chief Economist, working with a wide variety of private clients and professional 
associations over the last 21 years. He serves as the Chief Economist for several 
national business associations and is the Economic Analyst for the Fabricators and 
Manufacturers Association. 
 

 

“Investor Relations, Communicating Financial Information, and the 

KCS/Canadian Pacific Merger”    

Ashley Thorne will discuss investor relations, financial planning and analysis, and the 
merger between KC Southern and Canadian Pacific railroads. Thorne is the Vice 
President Investor Relations for Kansas City Southern (KCS). Headquartered in 
Kansas City, Missouri, KCS is a transportation holding company that has railroad 
investments in the U.S., Mexico and Panama. KCS’ North American rail holdings and 
strategic alliances with other North American rail partners are primary components 
of a unique railway system, linking the commercial and industrial centers of the U.S., 
Mexico and Canada.    
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THANK YOU TO OUR  

CONFERENCE SUPPORTERS! 
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*ALL attendees must fill out a waiver prior to entry.  

Please see sign the form below and give to nearest IMAKC Board Member. Thank you!* 

 

 

 

 

 


