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* ARTICLE OF THE MONTH *  
 
 
 

“50 Years of Excellence: CMA” 
Written by Lori Parks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“For 50 years, the CMA program has adapted and evolved to ensure it continues to give management accountants an 

edge.  The CMA® (Certified Management Accountant) program has grown exponentially since its earliest days in 1972, 
attracting professionals from a wide range of industries, countries, career stages, and job titles. Sixty-one individuals 
passed the first exam in December 1972 and earned the right to call themselves a CMA. In the years since, more than 
100,000 individuals have similarly achieved the distinction. What began as a program initially available in about two dozen 
U.S. cities has grown into something more far reaching and influential: Today, accounting and finance professionals in 119 

countries around the world proudly call themselves CMAs. …  
 

TECHNOLOGY SPURS CHANGE 
A lot has changed in five decades: Technology has revolutionized the way 
we work, and the world has shrunk and become increasingly 
interconnected. As the world has changed over the past 50 years, so has 
the CMA exam. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Among the areas where the exam has significantly changed are its timing 
and administration. As the program expanded, it quickly became 
apparent that administering the exam just once during the year was no 
longer feasible. In 1977, the exam started being offered twice per year—
in June and December (this was expanded again in 2009 into three testing 
windows: January/February, May/June, and September/October). 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The paper-and-pencil format, with essays that were hand graded by 
professors and practitioners, remained in place until the mid-1990s, when 
advances in technology helped spur the use of computer-based testing 
across various disciplines. In September 1995, the Board of Regents 
approved a computer-based test, which was implemented in December 
1997. ICMA challenged itself to be the first accounting association to fully 
computerize its certification exam—a challenge it  

met (and within budget, too). Since December 1997, the CMA exam has been offered in computerized format at Prometric 
test centers. 
 

Most recently, there’s now the option of taking the test remotely. Starting in January 2022, candidates in nearly all parts of 
the world can take the exam from the comfort of home, provided certain technology and space considerations are met. 
This move was made only after it was clear that the technology was in place to ensure the security of the testing process. 
Those who live in areas with limited access to a Prometric test center can now take the exam. …” 

 
 

Continue reading the full article HERE on Strategic Finance! 
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Important COVID-19 Disclaimer 

READ HERE  

 

Visit Us 
https://kansascity.imanet.org 

Social Media Handles 

Follow Us 
IMA Kansas City LinkedIn 

IMA Heartland Council LinkedIn 
 

https://sfmagazine.com/post-entry/june-2022-50-years-of-excellence/
https://kansascity.imanet.org/events/covid19disclaimer
https://kansascity.imanet.org/home
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4165572/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4165572/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4334603/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4165572/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4165572/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4334603/
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OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 
 

 

Thursday, June 16, 2022, 6:00PM-8:00PM CDT 
IMA San Antonio Chapter. “Ethics Workshop (Part 1+2)”. Presented by Angle DePrizio and Torey Reese, MBA, CMA. We 
will examine the elements of the fraud triangle used in auditing to explain the causes behind an individual’s decision to 
commit fraud, the consequences of focusing excessively on short-term results, the importance of a strong ethical culture 
and the actions involved in building one, and the sections of the IMA Statement of Ethical Professional Practice. We will 
use these items to examine two case studies based on real stories to see how ethics play out in the real world. The first 
case study involves a young man who receives a promotion that is several levels up in the organization and is given an 
impossible task to accomplish without being fraudulent. The second case study involves a CMA whose ethical dilemma is 
caused by her identification with both sides of a decision to outsource IT services. CPE Credit: 2.0.  Register here for IN-
PERSON or VIRTUAL. 

 
 

Friday, July 8, 2022, 8:00AM-11:30AM CDT 
IMA Platte Valley. “Top Tech Productivity Tips & Tricks with K2 Enterprises”. Topics include Top Tech Productivity Tips & 
Tricks, Accounting Automation, Spreadsheet Collaboration, and more! Cost: $40.  
CPE Credit: 4.0.  Register HERE. 
 
 

Tuesday-Wednesday, August 16-17, 2022, 8:00AM-5:00PM CDT 
IMA Tulsa. “Tulsa Annual IMA Conference 2022”. Topics include ethics, regulatory developments and accounting updates, 
economics, cybersecurity, tax legislative update, fraud, supply chain, critical keys of leadership, and many more. CPE: Up 
to 16 hours. Register HERE. 
 
Wednesday-Thursday, September 21-22, 2022 
IMA Heartland. “IMA Heartland Council Education Conference”. Join the Heartland Council of the IMA as we gather for 
two days of informative and innovative ideas shared by knowledgeable and engaging speakers from all around the country. 
Location: TBD in Springfield, MO. Stay tuned!  Registration link will be provided soon. 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!) 
 
 

Thursday-Friday, October 27-28, 2022 
IMAKC CPE Event. 2022 Annual CPE Conference. We look forward to seeing you at our annual October conference.  This 
year's conference will be Thursday and Friday, October 27-28, and will offer 16 hours of CPE. The conference will be at 
the CBIZ building at 700 West 47th on the Plaza.  We greatly appreciate the opportunity to partner with CBIZ on this 
year's conference.  Registration will be available later this summer.  
 

Thursday, Oct 27th Speaker Lineup (more to come): 
 
 

Dr. Kimberly Swanson Church will discuss the CPA evolution and its impact on accounting curriculums, 
public accounting, and management accounting.  Dr. Church is a leading speaker on several accounting and 
data analytics topics. Dr. Church joined Missouri State University as the Director for the School of 
Accountancy in fall 2020. Kimberly is a professor in accounting with an emphasis in information systems 
and emerging technologies. She has two decades of entrepreneurial and higher education experiences, 
including more than ten years in academic leadership roles within the American Accounting Association, 
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and the Institute of Management Accountants.  
 
Dr. James Long is a professor at Auburn University and will discuss Financial Accounting and Tax Topics in 
Cryptocurrency.  He has received numerous teaching accolades, including Auburn University's prestigious 
Gerald and Emily Leischuck Endowed Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching, the Alumni 
Undergraduate Teaching Excellence Award, and the Harbert College's Lowder and McCartney teaching 
awards. He has taught various accounting and international business courses at Auburn University, 
Corvinus University of Budapest, and Virginia Tech, as well as continuing professional education courses for 
public accounting firms and professional organizations. 

 
 

Continues next page… 

https://sanantonio.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=4a645476-0a23-410b-aa48-9687085ea93b&CommunityKey=13131c07-8033-4888-802c-a39fd7e72fc9&Home=%2fevents%2frecentcommunityeventsdashboard&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_16th_chapter_meeting&utm_term=2022-06-02&ssopc=1
https://sanantonio.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=4a645476-0a23-410b-aa48-9687085ea93b&CommunityKey=13131c07-8033-4888-802c-a39fd7e72fc9&Home=%2fevents%2frecentcommunityeventsdashboard&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_16th_chapter_meeting&utm_term=2022-06-02&ssopc=1
https://sanantonio.imanet.org/events/simple-registration?CalendarEventKey=4bca8706-6c25-46ef-8a30-2b5bde20e292&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_16th_chapter_meeting&utm_term=2022-06-02&ssopc=1
https://myimanetwork.imanet.org/plattevalleychapter/events/recentcommunityeventsdashboard?CalendarEventKey=db3e1301-adc9-4f4b-a6a0-22f0f145eab0&CommunityKey=81f11e5c-3ce5-4f40-98d3-faf5216319b2
https://tulsa.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=b4085edc-415e-4f5d-9693-e4beafc22d61&CommunityKey=7f465da9-c8af-4841-bc67-da5fb284c394&Home=%2fevents%2frecentcommunityeventsdashboard
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…Continues from previous page 
 

 
Jill Minton of EFL Associates/CBIZ will do a presentation on employee retention and engagement. Minton 
will discuss tactics to thrive amid the “Great Resignation”, providing insights on how to keep and attract 
the talent you want, streamlining the recruiting process, shorten the hiring cycle, and building a strong 
executive team. She joined EFL Associates in 2021 as an Executive Search Consultant, focusing on the 
professional services industry and offering clients a wealth of consulting experience. From IT to real estate, 
her extensive background provides her with a deep understanding of business needs and hiring challenges 
within a wide array of industries and sectors. 

 
Friday, October 28th Speaker Lineup: 
 
 

Jay Meschke of CBIZ will do a presentation discussing "Career Path to CFO".  As President of EFL Associates 
and CBIZ Talent & Compensation Solutions, Meschke provides vision and strategic leadership while 
overseeing daily operations of the firm. He joined EFL Associates in 1992, bringing a unique perspective 
honed in his years as a senior executive with respected financial institutions. Meschke has completed over 
600 successful senior-level search assignments in the financial services, nonprofit, technology, aerospace, 
energy, agribusiness/food, manufacturing, insurance, and professional services industries.  

 

 

Kelly Paxton is a nationally recognized speaker on fraud and embezzlement topics.  She will do a 
presentation on Fraud and Pop Culture (ethics). Kelly hosts a weekly podcast, “Great Women in Fraud”, 
where she interviews leading fraud examiners and other financial professionals who are experts on 
financial crime cases. Kelly is a Certified Fraud Examiner and has over 20 years of investigative experience, 
including cases of money laundering, embezzlement, and conflict of interest.  She speaks on a variety of 
workplace fraud topics, and has a written a book entitled “Embezzlement:  How to Detect, Prevent, and 
Investigate Pink-Collar Crime” 

 

Melinda Stinnett is Managing Director of Stinnett & Associates, and has substantial experience in internal 
audit, Sarbanes-Oxley, forensic auditing, and business management.  She was recently named an 
Outstanding Member of the Oklahoma Society of CPAs, and will be speaking on environmental, social, and 
governance issues in the accounting industry. Melinda’s company has offices in several major cities, and 
she has extensive experience in internal audit, cost recovery, and risk management and performance 
improvement.  She is a frequent speaker for a variety of accounting and finance organizations. 

 

Chris Kuehl is a favorite speaker among the accounting and financial community on local, regional, 
national, and international economic topics.  In this presentation, Kuehl will discuss economic updates. He 
has done presentations in all fifty states and is a frequent speaker at IMA and state CPA society events. 
Chris serves as Armada’s Chief Economist, working with a wide variety of private clients and professional 
associations over the last 21 years. He serves as the Chief Economist for several national business 
associations and is the Economic Analyst for the Fabricators and Manufacturers Association. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashley Thorne will discuss investor relations, financial planning and analysis, and the merger between KC 
Southern and Canadian Pacific railroads. Thorne is the Vice President Investor Relations for Kansas City 
Southern (KCS). Headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, KCS is a transportation holding company that has 
railroad investments in the U.S., Mexico and Panama. KCS’ North American rail holdings and strategic 
alliances with other North American rail partners are primary components of a unique railway system, 
linking the commercial and industrial centers of the U.S., Mexico and Canada. 
 

**We will be hosting a networking reception Thursday afternoon on Oct 27th after the final session.** 

- PLEASE STAY TUNED -  
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* GREAT READ *  
 
 
 

“Inside the Executive Suite:  
Tips, Tricks, and Techniques used by the Nation’s top Executives… to get things done” 

 

Refining Your Big Group Speaking Skills 

As life opens back up, we’re seeing more frequent in-
person conferences and speaking engagements. As a 
senior executive, you may already be fielding inquiries 
for presenting to industry conferences about pandemic-
related case studies. Here, we return to the Inside the 
Executive Suitearchives and share valuable tips to 
refresh and strengthen your speaking skills, especially if 
your content is new and the expected audience bigger 
than you’ve spoken to in several years. 

Make Yourself a More Engaging Conference Speaker 

In a perfect world, your presentation focuses on a topic that excites you. You have stories to 
incorporate, know where to inject emotion, and are ready to maximize the impact of the visuals. These 
additional steps will help develop your message and delivery. 

Tightening and Honing Your Message 

After completing a presentation draft, begin working on how you will deliver the talk. It is important for 
practitioner speakers, especially those new to speaking, to allow sufficient time so you can get 
comfortable with presenting the strongest possible presentation. 

Your first inclination may be to write out the presentation and read the notes to ensure hitting all the 
points you want. Alternatively, you may contemplate writing and memorizing it word-for-word. If that’s 
your thinking, consider this: you never write out conversations in detail before you talk with someone. 
You simply talk and interact based on your knowledge and what the other party is sharing. 

For your audience’s sake, avoid any type of word-for-word delivery. Focus on conveying the major 
themes and important talking points you want your audience to absorb as if you were talking to one 
other person. While speaking in front of a group may seem scary, it is possible to approach it more 
conversationally than most speakers do. 

Here are steps to accomplish this goal: 

• Associate each slide with a major theme and one or two talking points. 

• Decide whether you need to include any transition slides. 

• Ensure you have a solid opening and a strong close. 

… 

Continue reading HERE for the full article on Armada Intel! 

 

 

  

https://armadaintel.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ExecSuite052622.pdf
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We have Exciting News! Our 2022 CMA course is now available! 
 

IMA Kansas City Members save up to 45% for a limited time and study with the #1 CMA Review! 
 

New features include: 

• Digital note-taking 

• More step-by-step essay walkthroughs 

• More hours of bite-sized CMA lectures 
 

Don't wait! Save here and become a CMA 
Click HERE to Gleim.com/imachapter to save between 4/5 and 4/19! 

 

Please contact alex.graham@gleim.com or 800-874-5346 with any questions! 
 

#EarnCMA  #careergoals 

  

 

GOT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES? 
If you have any part-time positions for students,  

please don’t hesitate to let us know and we can help promote! 
 

 

Email us at IMAKCchapter@gmail.com if you have any job opportunities you would like to promote on 
our IMAKC Job Board webpage. Thank you! 

https://www.imaonlinestore.com/PersonifyEbusiness/CMA-Flow/CMA-Exam-Part-1-Registration
https://www.gleim.com/store/discount/index.php?ref=IMACHAPTER
https://www.gleim.com/store/discount/index.php?ref=IMACHAPTER
mailto:alex.graham@gleim.com
https://kansascity.imanet.org/aboutchapter/jobboard?ssopc=1&ct=64619f45c83caa20d6dc98a2e029ca30af0622beda8f4e904e40e7cf0371c862cf0e6dc6ed3cd5e4d2f63bd3513782d5dc86c15e883e9566ff1e9faa27c03e51
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https://www.imanet.org/about-ima/news-and-media-relations/ima-podcast?ssopc=1
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IMA Kansas City Board of Directors 
Service Year, 2022-2023 

 
 

Zack Beyer President 

Bob Swisher VP Engagement  

Dr. Kimberly Church VP Professional Education 

Steve Platt Treasurer 

Surana Leryoskajai VP Communications & Webmaster 

Joe Lohman Secretary 

Ralph Rogers Campus Influencer/Director 

Sherburne Dunn Director 

Dr. Gail Hoover King Director 

Steve Croft Director 

Andrew Garrelts Director 

 

If you are interested in becoming a Board Member, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
IMAKCchapter@gmail.com. We are always excited to share details and aim to expand our team! 

 

mailto:IMAKCchapter@gmail.com

