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THE BOTTOM LINE 
Volume 47, Issue 5 Hartford IMA Chapter Newsletter 

                      March 2026 

In This Issue 

• President’s Message (P.2) 

• Hartford Chapter Highlights and Events (P. 3-7) 

• Student, Faculty & Certifications Corner  (P. 8-10) 

 

 

______________________ 
 

"It doesn’t matter what you did or where you          

were, it matters where you are and what                           

you’re doing.” —Steve Maraboli 

___________________ 
 

 

 

Welcome to our new member 

Yanina Marie Dones 

Upcoming IMA Global 
Webinars 

 

Wednesday, Mar 4 

Generative AI in Accounting  

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Wednesday, Mar 11 

Ethics, Governance, and Regulatory 

Considerations in AI  

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Wednesday, Mar 25 

From Cost Center to Cash Engine: AI 

in Collections  

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

https://www.imanet.org/education-center/webinars?ssopc=1
https://www.imanet.org/education-center/webinars?ssopc=1
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President’s Message        

Dear Members, 

As March arrives, we find ourselves reflecting on the resilience and 
adaptability that define our community, especially after the recent 
snowstorms that swept through Connecticut. I hope you and your 
families are safe and well. These events remind us of the 
importance of supporting one another, both professionally and 
personally. 

Despite the challenges, our chapter continues to thrive. We have 
exciting events planned this spring, including professional 
development sessions and networking opportunities. I encourage 
you to stay engaged, share your experiences, and reach out, I would love to hear from our 
membership.  

We also have nominations for board positions that are open so please think about joining 
the board and getting involved. We seek fresh perspectives and expertise for our diverse 
board. Feel free to reach out to me or email hartford@IMAChapter.org to reach our 
Nominations Chair and learn more. 

Our next event will be a great way to connect with our members to network as well as 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.  Please join us at J. Timothy’s in Plainville, CT to celebrate. 
Register on our website. Please take note of the NERC Student Leadership Conference 
this month and encourage students to attend.  It's a great event introducing our future 
professionals to the IMA, to our certifications and to the the vast array of career paths 
within our varied industries.  

Mark your calendars for the following events: 

• Mar 17 – Luck of the Ledger: A St. Patrick’s Day Networking Mixer, J. Timothy’s Tavern, 

Plainville 

• Mar 28– IMA  2026 NERC Student Leadership Conference 

• Jun 14-17– IMA Annual Conference, Tampa, FL 

• Sep 20-22 – IMA NorthEast Regional Council, 18th Annual Conference, Southbridge MA 

Let’s use this season of renewal to strengthen our connections and advance our 
commitment to excellence. Thank you for your dedication to the IMA Hartford Chapter. 

Wishing you a safe and successful March! 

Warm regards, 

Dante Roccasecca 
Hartford Chapter President, 2021-2026 
droccasecca@kpmg.com 

mailto:hartford@IMAChapter.org
https://hartford.imanet.org/home?ssopc=1
https://hartford.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=d53fa251-16b8-431c-8073-019c7cea8937&CommunityKey=a02c5c49-5b84-4463-9df7-88e1748f8e8b&Home=%2fhome
https://nerc.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=49f0479c-1aaa-4014-9f38-019c5e77ba7c&CommunityKey=94695baf-2604-4147-95ad-bbef44ebb902&Home=%2fhome&ssopc=1
https://web.cvent.com/event/52fae8de-5e87-4993-8b1b-5c29a11840d9/websitePage:61b60829-a312-4517-bc13-ec850117dd91
https://nerc.imanet.org/home?ssopc=1
mailto:droccasecca@kpmg.com
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Luck of the Ledger: A St. Patrick’s Day Networking Mixer 

March 17, 2026 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with the IMA Hartford Chapter at an evening of networking, 
laughs, and great food. No agenda, just good company. Enjoy a wide selection of appetizers 
while connecting with IMA members, NABA members, and fellow professionals. Members 
and non members welcome! RSVP online or email Hartford@IMAChapter.org for assis-
tance. Eat, drink, and be merry. We hope to see you there!  
 
When: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Where: J. Timothy’s Tavern, Plainville, CT, 2nd Floor – Boarding Room 
Cost : IMA/NABA Members: $15, Non Members: $20, Full Time Students: Free 
 

https://hartford.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=d53fa251-16b8-431c-8073-019c7cea8937&CommunityKey=a02c5c49-5b84-4463-9df7-88e1748f8e8b&Home=%2fhome&ssopc=1
mailto:Hartford@IMAChapter.org
https://hartford.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=d53fa251-16b8-431c-8073-019c7cea8937&CommunityKey=a02c5c49-5b84-4463-9df7-88e1748f8e8b&Home=%2fhome
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The 2025 agenda includes two days of keynote sessions, specialty tracks, and 

workshops covering a broad range of accounting and finance hot topics. Then, 

elevate your leadership journey with our exclusive Leadership Competency Sum-

mit - a full third day dedicated to developing tomorrow's financial leaders. Join us 

at IMA25, where you’ll discover your path to a brighter tomorrow. Registration 

open and early bird rates valid through April 13. 

https://web.cvent.com/event/78399655-5796-49a7-81cd-906e1d438528/summary
https://nerc.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=49f0479c-1aaa-4014-9f38-019c5e77ba7c&CommunityKey=94695baf-2604-4147-95ad-bbef44ebb902&Home=%2fhome&ssopc=1
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IMA Hartford Chapter Board Nominations are Open!  

Professionals and Students: Add a Board of Directors Position to your Re-
sume. It is the time of year when our members get the opportunity to participate 
in the operations of our Hartford Chapter. We are now taking nominations (and, 
yes, self-nominations) for Board of Directors positions for the fiscal year 2026-27. 
There are many different roles on our Board that cover all aspects of running the 
chapter and creating a meaningful membership experience. We are always look-
ing to improve and your leadership and ideas can help make that happen. Come 
join us! Make this year the one that adds a Board position to your resume. Con-
tact us at hartford@imachapter.org with your phone number and we will reach out 
to discuss how your interests match with our opportunities. 

Member Spotlight - Charles Bellanfante, CPA, CMA, CSCA, CHFP  

Charles Bellanfante is the founder of Quadrant Advisory CPA, where his work reflects a deep 
dedication to the accounting profession and its evolving role in strategic decision-making. With a 
strong commitment to professional standards, ethical practice, and continuous improvement, 
Charles approaches accounting as more than compliance - it is a tool for clarity, leadership, and 
long-term value creation. 
 
Through his work, Charles partners closely with healthcare professionals and small business 
owners to translate complex financial data into       actionable insights that support sustainable 
growth. His dedication to the profession is evident in his emphasis on disciplined financial man-
agement, meaningful reporting, and the development of systems that        empower leaders to 
make informed decisions. 
 
Charles loves to spend time with his family outside of busy seasons. He is an avid sports fan of 
the Uconn Huskies Basketball and the New    England Patriots. He also loves to read, travel, and 
attend music events.  
 
As a member of the Institute of Management Accountants, Charles values the organization’s fo-
cus on management accounting, strategic thinking, and professional   excellence. He remains 
committed to advancing the profession by aligning financial expertise with real-world business 
strategy and by upholding the highest standards of integrity and service. 

https://hartford.imanet.org/aboutchapter/chapterboard
mailto:hartford@imachapter.org
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Become an IMA Mentor!  
1 Hour a Month Can Change a Student's Path 

IMA has joined SetFire Foundation's Sparks Mentorship Program, connecting 
US students with professionals who can guide, inspire, and open doors. The Sparks 
Mentorship Program is a program for college sophomores, juniors and seniors to 
help guide them through their education and prepare them for their next chapter. 

There's a growing need for mentors, and We're inviting IMA members to share 
just one hour a month with an accounting or finance student, offering the kind of real
-world advice that only experience can teach. All mentoring is done "virtually" so this 
opportunity is open to all Campus Influencers and IMA members. Together, we can 
help more students find their footing in the profession we love.  

• Become a mentor: www.setfirefoundation.org/mentor  

• Student sign-up: www.setfirefoundation.org/student  

IMA Annual Conference 2026 

Jun 14– 17, 2026 

Finance Transformation: From Strategy to Action in Florida. IMA26 equips  
accounting and finance professionals with the tools, insights, and connections to 
turn uncertainty into opportunity and propel your organization forward. Over three 
dynamic days, you'll collaborate with peers on today’s most pressing challenges 
through hands-on learning, interactive case studies, and specialized tracks.    
Registration now Open! Lock in Early bird rates before April 17 and save $200! 

http://www.setfirefoundation.org/mentor
http://www.setfirefoundation.org/student
https://web.cvent.com/event/acfd5bf5-c7bc-4cc1-9dcd-cdb677391594/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/acfd5bf5-c7bc-4cc1-9dcd-cdb677391594/summary
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Photos from last chapter meeting  
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Student Resources 

Student Chapters 
Student Chapters | IMA (imanet.org) 

IMA Student Membership | IMA (imanet.org)        

There are a lot of programs/certifications that IMA Global offers free to students.  Search for that 
and take advantage where you can.   It can be a great addition to your resume and to your 
Online Linked In profile  

Here’s where you can start if you want to enroll as a mentee and find a mentor. 
Engage in Mentoring - Institute of Management Accountants 

• Become a mentor: www.setfirefoundation.org/mentor 
• Student sign-up: www.setfirefoundation.org/student  

 
CMA and FMAA scholarship info 
https://www.imanet.org/ima-certifications/cma-certification/students/scholarship 

IMA Student Case Competition 

The IMA Student Case Competition challenges your team to think analytically and strategically to 
solve a global business case.  

Student, Faculty and Certifications Corner  

Gleim Discounts on CMA Study Materials 

Hartford Chapter members receive a 20-30% discount on all Gleim CMA study materials. Gleim 

is the most widely used CMA review program, having trained more CMA candidates than any 

other course on the market. Contact Vanessa Neely at vanessa.neely@gleim.com, or call            

1-800-874-5346 ext 422, to take advantage of this offer or for more details.  

You can also contact our Chapter CMA Director, Kristina Cotoia at Kristina.Cotoia@sbdinc.com 

who will be able to guide you along the path to earning the CMA designation. 

https://www.imanet.org/membership/students/student-chapters
https://www.imanet.org/en/Membership/Students
https://myimanetwork.imanet.org/mentoring715/mentoring158
http://www.setfirefoundation.org/mentor
http://www.setfirefoundation.org/student
https://www.imanet.org/ima-certifications/cma-certification/students/scholarship
https://www.imanet.org/en/Membership/Students/Scholarships-Competitions/Student-Case-Competition
mailto:vanessa.neely@gleim.com
mailto:Kristina.Cotoia@sbdinc.com
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CMA - Boost Your Earnings Potential! 

Why Become a Certified Management Accountant 
The CMA credential is the worldwide gold standard in certification for accounting and finance professionals within the business 

world. Earning your CMA demonstrates the fact that you have mastered critical accounting and financial management skills. 

The CMA is not tied to any formal laws or regulations of any company, but instead shows that you understand the connections 

between finance/accounting and operations as well as how to make your business function effectively. The median base salary 

and total compensation for those holding the CMA is significantly higher compared to those who don’t hold the certification. 

Overall, the difference in median total compensation between CMAs and non-CMAs is $29,000. This means that a CMA earns 

58% higher median total compensation compared to a non-CMA.* Visit IMA Website for more information to get started.  

To Become a CMA 

- Pay IMA Membership Fee  

- Obtain bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or an equivalent degree as determined by an independent     

  evaluation agency 

- Pay CMA Entrance Fee 

- Complete Part 1 (Financial Planning, Performance, and Analytics) of the CMA Exam 

- Complete Part 2 (Strategic Financial Management) of the CMA Exam 

- Fulfill two continuous years of professional experience  

To Sit for the CMA 
- You do NOT need to have a bachelor's degree to sit for the CMA exam, you can sit for it before graduation. 

- Your degree does NOT need to be in Accounting or Finance. 

- You have a three year span to sit for and pass the two parts of the CMA exam. 

- Exams are offered in January and February, May and June, and September and October. 

Maintaining CMA Credential 
- Complete 30 hours of CPE credit annually (including 2 hours of ethics) 

- Pay IMA Membership Fee 

- Pay CMA Maintenance Fee 

About the CMA Exam 
The Certified Management Accountant (CMA) designation provides corporate management and individual members with an 

objective measure of knowledge and competence in the field of management accounting. It is an invaluable credential for 

professional advancement and for broadening professional skills and perspectives. 

The CMA consists of two parts: 

- Part I: Financial Planning, Performance, and Analytics  

- Part II: Strategic Financial Management 

Both, Part 1 and Part 2, will be 4 hours in length (3 hours for 100 multiple-choice questions and 1 hour for 2 essay questions). 

There are multiple resources provided through Gleim to help you through the process. 

* IMA Global Salary Survey (Published 2021) 

https://www.imanet.org/en/IMA-Certifications/CMA-Certification/CMA-Handbook


 

 10 

 

Contact Us 

Follow us on Facebook: 

IMA Hartford Chapter  

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@IMAHartford 

 

Follow us on Linkedin: 

IMA Hartford Chapter 

 

Follow us on Instagram: 

IMAHartford 

 

Send us an email:  

hartford@imachapter.org 

 

Visit our website: 

http://hartford.imanet.org/

home 

 

Mailing Address: 

Hartford IMA Chapter 

P.O. Box 230271 

Hartford, CT 06123-0271 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

Rama Varigonda, CMA 

 CSCA -  Accelerate Your Career! 

The CSCA® (Certified in Strategy and Competitive Analysis) is a 

specialty credential designed specifically for CMAs*, which         

complements and expands upon the strategic planning and analysis 

skills developed through the CMA® (Certified Management Account-

ant) certification. This credential will help you master the concepts 

and techniques that are required to become a key player in driving 

the strategic planning process at your organization. The CSCA exam 

will cover and test three content areas: 1. Strategic Analysis, 2. Cre-

ating Competitive Advantage, and 3. Strategy Implementation and       

Performance Evaluation. The CSCA is for Certified Management   

Accountants who: Hold positions ranging from staff accountant to 

CFO and Aspire to expand their strategic planning knowledge for 

current or future roles. 

 CSCA Program Entry and Exam Registration: $600 

 CSCA Program Entry, Exam Registration and IMA Strategy 

and Competitive Analysis Learning Series®: $1,295 

 IMA Strategy and Competitive Analysis Learning Series®: 

$695  

Invest in your professional growth and get started on your CSCA 

journey! By passing the exam, you will earn 30 CPE credits, which 

can be used towards your annual CPE requirement. Not ready for 

the exam? Take the IMA Strategy and Competitive Analysis     

Learning Series® first and sit for the exam at your convenience. You 

can earn up to 21 NASBA CPE credits while you study. Visit IMA 

Website for more information to get started.  

FMAA - Early Career Professionals 

IMA is proud to offer the FMAA (Financial and Managerial Accounting 

Associate), a foundational certification aimed at providing  early-career 

professionals in accounting and finance with fundamental knowledge 

and competencies. In response to a shortage of professionals in the 

field, the FMAA aims to break down traditional barriers of entry into the 

profession. The FMAA covers five content domains, including general 

accounting, financial management, and professional ethics. 

You can register to take the two hour exam of 80 multiple choice    

questions at Prometric testing centers near you. 

https://www.facebook.com/Institute-of-Management-Accountants-Hartford-Chapter-194264717283358/
https://twitter.com/IMAHartford
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8435530/
mailto:hartford@imachapter.org
http://hartford.imanet.org/home
http://hartford.imanet.org/home
http://www.imanet.org/csca-credential
https://www.imanet.org/en/FMAA-Campaign
https://www.imanet.org/en/FMAA-Campaign

