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THE BOTTOM LINE 
Volume 44, Issue 10 Hartford IMA Chapter Newsletter 

     April 2023 

In This Issue 

• President’s Message (P.2)

• Hartford Chapter details (P.3-4)

• IMA  Hartford Networking & Annual  Conference (P.5)

• Hartford Board Nominations (P.6)

• Student, Faculty & Certifications Corner  (P. 7-9)

_____________________ 

"All we are is the result of what we have thought. 

The mind is everything. What we think is what 

 we become." - Buddha  

 ______________________ 

Welcome to our new members 

Todd Lang, Tiffany Slaven 

Upcoming IMA Global 
Webinars 

Wednesday, Apr 12 

Digital Transformation: Demystifying 

the Buzzwords 

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Friday, Apr 21 

When Change Isn’t So Good: New 

Management and Misleading 

Statements 

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Monday, May 8 

What Management Accountants 

Need to Know about Ransomware 

Attacks 

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

https://www.imanet.org/education-center/webinars?ssopc=1
https://www.imanet.org/education-center/webinars?ssopc=1
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President’s Message
To my fellow members: 

Spring has arrived and I’m looking forward to enjoying time 

outside and the coming summer ahead. As we wind down on the 

year (two more meetings to join us), we will start to plan for next 

year as well. It's never a bad time to come out and get involved

with our team.  And if you are interested in helping us to plan our

speakers, we will be starting our planning for next fiscal year in June.

Our Board elections are this month. I encourage you to join in 

and work with our experienced board members.  There are some
available spots such as a Venues director (they help organize our 

wonderful places to meet) and member check in director (meet and greet at live meetings) to 

name a couple. A complete list can be found on page 6 - April's newsletter . As I mentioned last 
month, we are ready and willing to hear all of your ideas to improve our member support mission.

Our next meeting is in person at Chuck’s Steakhouse with two knowledgeable speakers, Peter

Sheldrick and Vishnu Tirumalaraju. They will be discussing cloud computing, data centers, 
operational and financial implications and much more. Plus, we haven't been at Chuck's for quite 
some time and we know the food is always great!  Reminder again, if you don’t have time for the

meal but want to hear the speaker, we still have our $5 pricing in place. Students - RSVP and join us 
for free including the meal! We want to provide plenty of opportunities for attendance. Please spread

the word to all of your colleagues and consider inviting a non-member to join you. All are welcome!

Just a reminder of some important dates to mark on your calendars as well: 

• April 18 - Meeting “Cloud Computing: Is it Pie in the Sky?”, Chucks Steak House, Rocky Hill, CT

• April 27 - Networking Event at Union Street Tavern, Windsor - 6pm

• April 29 - IMA NERC Education Session - Worcester, MA - DEI & Crypto
• May 16 - Meeting “Diversifying Global Accounting Talent”, Café Luna, Cromwell, CT

• June 11-14 - Annual IMA Conference, Minneapolis, MN

• Sep 17-19 - NERC Annual Fall Conference, Newport RI

Looking forward to seeing you at our next event. 

Best Regards, 
Dante Roccasecca 
Hartford Chapter President, 2021-2023 
droccasecca@kpmg.com 

https://hartford.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=91da0a44-4087-46bd-ab04-01872fd1016c&CommunityKey=a02c5c49-5b84-4463-9df7-88e1748f8e8b&Home=%2fhome
https://hartford.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=4a986d2a-4c8e-4411-af36-0186ae0d71a9&CommunityKey=a02c5c49-5b84-4463-9df7-88e1748f8e8b&Home=%2fhome
https://www.imaconference.org/event/358a29af-02ad-48d9-8a99-28c2f75ff826/summary
https://nerc.imanet.org/home?ssopc=1
mailto:droccasecca@kpmg.com
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HARTFORD CHAPTER MEETING DETAILS 

“ Cloud Computing: Is It Pie In The Sky?”  

by Peter Sheldrick and Vishnu Tirumalaraju 

April 18, 2023 (1.5 CPE) 

TOPIC SUMMARY: 

Attend to clarify "all the hype" on Cloud Computing. What's fact or 
fiction?  What's the good, the bad and the ugly? Let's find out to-
gether!! 
 Define cloud computing,

 Compare and contrast to on-premise data center

 Financial and Operational Implications, and

 Demonstration of deploying a small routine in the cloud environment

compared to a hypothetical situation that could occur with an on-premise data center.

Speaker: Peter Sheldrick works at Mass Mutual as Head of Data 
Engineering & Analytics. He has over twenty years of professional expe-
rience mostly in the financial services industry in various functional areas 
ranging from finance to data science to data engineering.  Within these 
data related roles, he developed and implemented many algorithms, cre-
ated data marts, instituted data governance platform, and stood up a dis-
tributed computing environment.  His passion is to create a resilient and 
scalable analytical platform for users to derive their insights to increase 
revenue or decrease expenses. 
Vishnu Tirumalaraju is Senior Data Engineer at Procore Technolo-
gies, cloud-first construction management software platform. Working on 
consistent and near-real time delivery of data to a global audience. He 
has over 12+ years in multiple Software Engineering roles at high profile 
companies. Before joining Procore, Vishnu spent 4+ years at MassMutu-
al, helping with digital transformation building data marts and operational 
datastores with a cloud-first approach. Vishnu is very passionate about 
democratization of data with cloud first take. In his free time, Vishnu en-
joys playing tennis and kayaking.  

Where: Live Event - Registration required in advance. Please click here to register for the 
Event. 

https://hartford.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=91da0a44-4087-46bd-ab04-01872fd1016c&CommunityKey=a02c5c49-5b84-4463-9df7-88e1748f8e8b&Home=%2fhome
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Tues, Apr 18 Meeting Agenda and Details 

Networking   5:30pm    |    Dinner   6:15pm    |    Technical Session   7:15pm 

Reservations requested by Apr 13 

RSVP on our website (Select the Generate an invoice option when you register on 
website, Payment will be collected at the door). 

Location: Chuck's Steak House in Rocky Hill, CT. 

Meal Choices: Bistro Steak, Teriyaki Chicken or Pork Chop, Fresh Grilled Salmon or 
Broiled Scrod, Vegetarian upon Request. Salad Bar or Soup + Sides included.  

Cost: IMA and NABA Members $20 (non member professionals $25), Full-time 
Student (Members and non-members) Free, Technical Session Only (all members/non-
members) $5, Cancellation Policy: Full Amount charged if a reservation including the 
meal is not cancelled within 24 hours of the event.  

Directions to Chuck’s 

From North 
I-91 South, to EXIT 24 RT 99 Wethersfield / Rocky Hill. Coming off the exit, take a right
turn onto Silas Deane Highway (RT 99). Travel approximately 1.0 mile to 2199 Silas
Deane Highway, Chuck's Steak House will be on your right.
From South
I-91 North, to EXIT 24 RT 99 Wethersfield / Rocky Hill. Coming off the exit, take a left
turn onto Silas Deane Highway (RT 99). Travel approximately 1.0 mile to 2199 Silas
Deane Highway, Chuck's Steak House will be on your right.

https://hartford.imanet.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=91da0a44-4087-46bd-ab04-01872fd1016c&CommunityKey=a02c5c49-5b84-4463-9df7-88e1748f8e8b&Home=%2fhome
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IMA23, to be held June 11-14, 2023, at the Hyatt Regency Minneapolis, is a one-of-a-kind 
experience for finance and accounting professionals. In-person, inspiring, and engaging, 
IMA23 will help you step up your career and drive change within your organization. For more 
information, please visit IMA website. 

Early bird rates end April 14. Registration Open now! 

IMA Hartford Networking Event—Thursday April 27 

Join us at Union Street Tavern - 20 Union Street, 
Windsor, CT from 6 to 8pm on Thursday April 27 to 
network with other finance and accounting profes-
sionals and enjoy complementary appetizers.
For IMA Members - one free drink is included; all others - drinks are at your 
own cost.    RSVP on our chapter website - registration will be open soon.

https://hartford.imanet.org/home?ssopc=1
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President  Dante Roccasecca, CMA, CPA 
Secretary Linda Timman, CMA 
Treasurer Cheryl Champagne, CMA 
Vice President - Administration  Linda Martin 
Vice President - Communications  Lynn Tinter, CMA 
Vice President - Education  Ashley Born 
Vice President - Engagement  Myana Samuel-Evanson 
Networking Director   Christine West, CMA 
Campus Outreach Director Misal Panchal, CPA 
Campus Advocate-CCSU   Marc Lewis 
Educators Liaison Jackie Jamsheed 
CMA Director   Donato Cirielli, CMA 
Employment Director   Linda Martin 
Venues Director  Open 
Meeting Attendance - Co-Director   Open 

Meeting Attendance - Co-Director   Open 
Newsletter Director   Rama Varigonda, CMA 
NERC Delegate   Carol Magner Mitchell, CMA 
Social Media - Co-Director (Linkedin)  Ron Seguljic, CMA 
Social Media - Co-Director (Facebook)  Open 
Social Media - Twitter and/or Instagram Open 
Webmaster  Carol Magner Mitchell, CMA 
Review Committee (Auditor)   Carl Smith, CMA, CPA 
Past President/Chair Nominations  Claude-Helene McIntyre, CMA 

We are still happily accepting nominations for open positions or as Co-Director in another position.  Please 
email Lynn Tinter or Linda Martin at hartford@imachapter.org to self-nominate or suggest a member you 
feel would be a great addition to our local Board. Elections will be held April 18th. 

Nominations for Board of Directors 2023-2024 

mailto:hartford@imachapter.org
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Wiley and Gleim Discounts on CMA Study Materials 

Hartford Chapter members receive a 25% discount on all Wiley products by using 

IMAHARTFORD code at checkout. Wiley’s CMA Prep is the only program officially li-

censed by IMA. Please visit www.WileyCMAexcel.com for more information on their 

products.  

Hartford Chapter members also receive a 20-30% discount on all Gleim CMA study 

materials. Gleim is the most widely used CMA review program, having trained more 

CMA candidates than any other course on the market. Contact Alexandra Graham at  

aegraham@gleim.com, or call 1-800-874-5346 ext. 131, to take advantage of this offer 

or for more details. 

You can also contact our Chapter CMA Director, Donato Cirielli at dona-

to.cirielli@gmail.com  who will be able to guide you along the path to earning the 

CMA designation.

Surgent CMA Review Course 

IMA Global has entered into a relationship with Surgent. Chapter members  can use 

promo code IMA700 when registering for the CMA Exam to receive $400 off the price of 

Surgent’s Ultimate Pass version of the CMA Review Course. Using this code will also al-

low you to receive a combined $300 off the CMA Program entrance fee and CMA exam 

fee (for a total savings of $700 off the exam review course, CMA program entrance fee 

and CMA exam fee).  You can check out a free 3 day trial of the review course 

at   https://www.surgent.com/cma-exam-review-course/cma-review-free-trial/. 

Student, Faculty and Certifications Corner 

http://www.WileyCMAexcel.com
mailto:aegraham@gleim.com?subject=Gleim
mailto:donato.cirielli@gmail.com
mailto:donato.cirielli@gmail.com
https://www.surgent.com/cma-exam-review-course/cma-review-free-trial/
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CMA - Boost Your Earnings Potential! 

Why Become a Certified Management Accountant 
The CMA credential is the worldwide gold standard in certification for accounting and finance professionals within the business 
world. Earning your CMA demonstrates the fact that you have mastered critical accounting and financial management skills. 
The CMA is not tied to any formal laws or regulations of any company, but instead shows that you understand the connections 
between finance/accounting and operations as well as how to make your business function effectively. The median base salary 
and total compensation for those holding the CMA is significantly higher compared to those who don’t hold the certification. 
Overall, the difference in median total compensation between CMAs and non-CMAs is $29,000. This means that a CMA earns 
58% higher median total compensation compared to a non-CMA.*  

To Become a CMA 

- Pay IMA Membership Fee  
- Obtain bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or an equivalent degree as determined by an independent     
  evaluation agency 
- Pay CMA Entrance Fee 
- Complete Part 1 (Financial Planning, Performance, and Analytics) of the CMA Exam 
- Complete Part 2 (Strategic Financial Management) of the CMA Exam 
- Fulfill two continuous years of professional experience  

To Sit for the CMA 
- You do NOT need to have a bachelor's degree to sit for the CMA exam, you can sit for it before graduation. 
- Your degree does NOT need to be in Accounting or Finance. 
- You have a three year span to sit for and pass the two parts of the CMA exam. 
- Exams are offered in January and February, May and June, and September and October. 

Maintaining CMA Credential 
- Complete 30 hours of CPE credit annually (including 2 hours of ethics) 
- Pay IMA Membership Fee 
- Pay CMA Maintenance Fee 

About the CMA Exam 
The Certified Management Accountant (CMA) designation provides corporate management and individual members with an 
objective measure of knowledge and competence in the field of management accounting. It is an invaluable credential for 
professional advancement and for broadening professional skills and perspectives. 

The CMA consists of two parts: 

- Part I: Financial Planning, Performance, and Analytics  

- Part II: Strategic Financial Management 

Both, Part 1 and Part 2, will be 4 hours in length (3 hours for 100 multiple-choice questions and 1 hour for 2 essay questions). 
There are multiple resources provided through Gleim to help you through the process. 

* IMA Global Salary Survey (Published 2021) 
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Contact Us 

Follow us on Facebook: 

IMA Hartford Chapter  

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@IMAHartford 

 

Follow us on Linkedin: 

IMA Hartford Chapter 

 

Send us an email:  

hartford@imachapter.org 

 

Visit our website: 

http://hartford.imanet.org/

home 

 

Mailing Address: 

Hartford IMA Chapter 

P.O. Box 230271 

Hartford, CT 06123-0271 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

Rama Varigonda, CMA 

 CSCA -  Accelerate Your Career ! 

The CSCA® (Certified in Strategy and Competitive Analysis) is a 
specialty credential designed specifically for CMAs*, which comple-
ments and expands upon the strategic planning and analysis skills 
developed through the CMA® (Certified Management Accountant) 
certification. This credential will help you master the concepts and 
techniques that are required to become a key player in driving the 
strategic planning process at your organization. The CSCA exam will 
cover and test three content areas: 1. Strategic Analysis, 2. Creating 
Competitive Advantage, and 3. Strategy Implementation and Perfor-
mance Evaluation. The CSCA is for Certified Management Account-
ants who: Hold positions ranging from staff accountant to CFO and 
Aspire to expand their strategic planning knowledge for current or 
future roles. 

Exam entrance*: $75  and Exam registration*: $300  

IMA Strategy and Competitive Analysis Learning Series®: $425. For 
CSCA program participants who need to take the exam again, 
CSCA Retake Exam Registration: $150. *Required to sit for the 
CSCA exam. 

Invest in your professional growth and get started on your CSCA 
journey! By passing the exam, you will earn 30 CPE credits, which 
can be used towards your annual CPE requirement. Not ready for 
the exam? Take the IMA Strategy and Competitive Analysis Learn-
ing Series® first and sit for the exam at your convenience. You can 
earn up to 21 NASBA CPE credits while you study. Visit IMA Web-
site for more information to get started.  

ICMA is pleased to announce a new remote testing option for CMA® 
(Certified Management Accountant) and CSCA® (Certified in Strategy 
and Competitive Analysis) candidates starting in the January/February 
2022 exam window. Beginning January 18, 2022, CMA and CSCA can-
didates can register to take their exams either in-person at a Prometric 
Test Center, or remotely using Prometric’s ProProctor™ service. The 
exam fee is the same for both in-person and remote testing.   

There are important technology and space requirements to be aware of 
before choosing remote testing. Please see our Remote Proctoring 
FAQs on IMA website for complete details.  

Remote Testing for CMA and CSCA Exams 

https://www.facebook.com/Institute-of-Management-Accountants-Hartford-Chapter-194264717283358/
https://twitter.com/IMAHartford
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8435530
mailto:hartford@imachapter.org
http://hartford.imanet.org/home
http://hartford.imanet.org/home
http://www.imanet.org/csca-credential
http://www.imanet.org/csca-credential
https://www.imanet.org/cma-certification/getting-started/remote-testing-cma-csca-exam?ssopc=1



