February 2020

THE F.A.N.
FINANCE & ACCOUNTING NEWS YOU CAN USE
CHAPTER DINNER MEETING
When: February 20, 2020 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM
Where: DoubleTree by Hilton Dallas Near the Galleria
Federal Income Tax with State and Local Tax Update on Wayfair / Jason Lunte, CPA, Senior
Manager, Tax Services, RSM US LLP and Melissa Wofford, Principal, Tax Services, RSM US LLP
Objectives:
 Income Tax Update
 Changes in sales/use taxes due to Wayfair decision
 Economic nexus
Field of Study: Tax
Prerequisites: None
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The event starts at 5:30 pm and goes until 8:00 pm. Appetizers will be served; drinks are on you.

CHAPTER DATES TO REMEMBER

This is a great opportunity to meet fellow members of the IMA, as well as other DFW
accounting and finance professionals and recruiters in a relaxed, fun setting.

• March 19—Chapter Meeting with 4.5
hours CPE
Texas Star Centre, Euless TX

We look forward to seeing you there!

• April 23—Chapter Dinner Meeting
DoubleTree Dallas Near the Galleria
• May 21—Chapter Dinner Meeting
DoubleTree Dallas Near the Galleria

Fostering Effective Finance and IT Collaboration Starts at the Top
Finance and IT, two functions that had little occasion to collaborate closely in the past, now find they are
frequently working side by side to deliver high-value, strategic projects for the business. As companies
implement new technologies and launch digital initiatives meant to modernize or wholly transform their
operations, effective finance and IT collaboration can help to assure that the organization realizes positive
outcomes from those investments.
When the CFO and chief information officer (CIO) collaborate, it helps to shape and fuel broader collaboration between finance and IT. And the CFO-CIO partnership has been deepening over the past several
years. In a recent Robert Half survey, 82% of CFOs said they collaborate more often with their company’s
CIO today than they did three years ago. Compare that finding to a similar survey conducted by our company in 2016, when only about half (51%) of CFOs surveyed said they were teaming up more often with
the CIO than they had been in 2013.
Many CFOs and CIOs work together to help senior management consider operational and financial issues
— and weigh the potential risks — when the business needs to adopt new technology solutions. And quite
often now, the CFO-CIO partnership is also vital to the finance function’s transition to new technologies,
including advanced tools like artificial intelligence (AI).
According to the 2019 Global Finance Trends Survey Report from Protiviti, a Robert Half subsidiary,
more finance organizations are implementing AI and robotic process automation (RPA), improving how
they use and protect data, and investigating blockchain applications, virtual currencies, and more. And
research for Robert Half’s Jobs and AI Anxiety report notes that transformative technologies like automation and cloud computing are already revolutionizing finance and accounting functions.
For more insight into current technology trends in accounting and finance, download a free copy of
Robert Half’s latest Benchmarking Accounting and Finance Functions report, available here.

A partnership that can yield many business benefits
When the CFO and CIO partner on digital project planning, it can lead to better alignment between finance and IT agendas, enhance change management efforts, reduce risk and, of course, promote effective
finance and IT collaboration. Here are a few other ways that a close partnership between these two C-level
executives and their teams can create benefits for the business:
Streamlined processes and cost savings — The IT department’s knowledge of emerging systems
and solutions can help finance identify new applications for boosting productivity. For instance, automation-driven software for regulatory compliance work can save finance employees time
while reducing costly errors. Not only does that help to streamline business operations, but it also allows
the finance team to work on more strategic projects and focus on growing client satisfaction.

Better use of data — CIOs are often instrumental in evaluating and implementing business intelligence
(BI) and other advanced data analytics tools. They weigh in on these decisions so that the business invests
in solutions that can provide the types of reports and insights that the company — and the finance function — require. The CFO’s input can also help to ensure new tech tools and services make data more accessible to all authorized business users so they can work with data directly and create more value for the
company without IT’s ongoing assistance.
Enhanced data security — Safeguarding client data and proprietary information is a must in the finance sector, particularly as companies rely on technology for more of their daily operations. Bringing IT
and finance departments together can reduce duplicate efforts that waste time, as both teams work as one
to meet compliance demands and address cybersecurity risks. In addition, IT can teach finance teams
how to better protect sensitive data.
This article is provided courtesy of Robert Half, the world’s first and largest specialized staffing firm for
accounting and finance professionals on a temporary, full-time and project basis. For career and man2 agement advice, follow our blog at roberthalf.com/blog.

FEBRUARY DALLAS FORT WORTH CHAPTER MEETING
The Dallas Fort Worth Area IMA Chapter will meet Thursday, February 20th at the DoubleTree by Hilton
Dallas Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley View Lane, Dallas

•
•

5:15 PM Registration for Professional Development Session
5:30 PM Professional Development Session Topic: Federal Income Tax with State
and Local Tax Update on Wayfair Speakers: Jason Lunte, CPA, Senior Manager,
Tax Services, RSM US LLP and Melissa Wofford, Principal, Tax Services, RSM
US LLP
• 6:20 PM Registration for Technical Session and Networking
• 6:45 PM Dinner
• 7:20 PM Announcements
• 7:30 PM Technical Session Topic: International Tax Hot Topics Speakers: Tinashe
Chiwanga, Supervisor International Tax Services, RSM US LLP, and Kaylene
Rudolph, Supervisor, International Tax Services, RSM US LLP
8:20 PM Adjournment
Two (2) CPE hours for both CMAs and CPAs are provided. Attendees must sign in and
out and be present for the presentation in order to receive CPE credit. CPE certificates
will be sent in an email to those who have met the requirements.
Dallas Fort Worth Area IMA is a registered CPE sponsor with the Texas State Board of
Public Accountancy (TSBPA). This registration does not constitute an endorsement by the
board as to the quality of our CPE program.
Registration by 12:00 Noon, Monday, February 17th
Please register on our website
Cancellation, please e-mail reservations@dallasima.com as soon possible.
Refunds will not be made for cancellations made after 12:00 noon on Monday,
February 17th. If you do not cancel prior to the deadline, you will not receive a
refund for the event. You may alternatively send someone in your place by
notifying reservations@dallasima.com

Congratulations New CMAs
Mr. Gael Romedenne Lagrange, CMA

Ms. Wenjie Xu, CMA

Ms. Wenjie Xu, CMA
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER INFORMATION
Jason Lunte joined RSM
(through a predecessor firm) in
2005 as a member of the financial services department focusing on hedge funds, fund of
funds, proprietary trading firms
and private equity funds.

Applications now
being accepted for
Global Scholarships
Walter Massie
Memorial Scholarship
Fund
The chapter scholarship utilizes
the IMA MEF Scholarship
application. The 2020
Scholarship application is now
online on the IMA website. Apply
here.
Local Scholarship Eligibility
A.

To be eligible, applicants
should be enrolled in a higher educational institution
and should be:
1. Children of Dallas Fort
Worth Chapter members
enrolled in higher education institutions, or

2. Members of student
groups sponsored by the
Dallas Fort Worth
Chapter, or
3. Student members of the
Dallas Fort Worth Chapter,
4. Regular members of the
Dallas Area Chapter.
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During 2008-2011, he worked
at a global financial services
firm where he supervised the
preparation and review of tax
returns
and
workpapers,
including K-1 preparation and
allocation issues. He also
handled issues in the areas of
carried interests, income tax
accounting and state taxation.
In October 2011, Jason
rejoined RSM in the financial
services department. He is
experienced in providing tax
and consulting services to
hedge funds, fund of funds,
and private equity funds as
well as other seasoned areas
such as Foreign Account Tax
Compliance Act compliance.
Jason also contributes articles
to the Journal of Pass-through
Entities and the Illinois CPA
Society.
He
frequently
conducts internal training
sessions on topics including
partnership taxation, hedge
fund tax allocations, and taxation of financial instruments.
He actively stays up-to-date on
current changes in tax law and
helps ensure that clients are
aware of changes that may
impact their business. Jason
has a Bachelor of Science
degree, accountancy
cum
laude, from Illinois State
University and a Master of
Science in Taxation with
distinction, DePaul University.

Melissa Wofford focuses on
sales and use tax consulting.
She assists companies with
their sales and use tax issues in
all states, but with a focus in
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas
and Louisiana. Melissa has
over 15 years of experience in
state and local tax (SALT)
consulting and compliance,
including work with a SALT
national consulting firm and
for publicly held companies.
She has worked with a wide
range of industries, including
manufacturing,
construction
and
real
estate,
food
processing, retail, restaurant,
distribution, service, oil and
gas, financial institutions,
health care and entertainment.
Examples of experience in the
state and local tax area include:
• Audit defense
• Refund reviews
• Reverse sales and use tax
audits
• Taxability matrices
• Multistate sales and use tax
planning
• Merger and acquisition
consulting
• Managed audits
• Sales
and
use
tax
compliance
• Exemption
and resale
certificate reviews
• Voluntary
disclosure
agreements.
Melissa has a Bachelor of
Science degree, accounting
from Texas Tech University.

(continued on next page)

FREE CPE WEBINARS
February Speaker information continued

•
•
•
•
•

Tinashe Chiwanga is a
supervisor in the RSM
international tax services
practice. He focuses on tax
compliance and consulting on
global tax matters. He has 11
years of tax consulting
experience.

agribusiness, technology and
professional service based
companies.
Kaylene
has
collaborated with clients on
various
structural
and
operational matters relating to
their foreign operations. Such
services have included:

Prior to joining RSM, Tinashe
was consulting with a local
firm in Dallas. Tinashe has
experience working with
clients
across
several
industries
to
include
technology, industrial products
and professional service–based
companies. Some of the
services performed include:

•

Global
structuring
and
acquistion planning
Repatriation planning
Foreign tax credit planning
Global ASC 740 provisions,
Subpart F and Sec. 956
planning

•

Tinashe holds a Bachelors of
Business
Administration,
Accounting, from the Angelo
State University and a Masters
of Business Administration,
Accounting, Angelo State
University.

•
•
•

•
•

Global
structuring
and
acquisition planning
Foreign tax credit planning
Subpart F planning
Section
951A
Global
Intangible
Low-Taxed
Income (GILTI)
Section 250 Foreign-Derived
Intangible Income (FDII)
Section
163(j)
Interest
expense limitation
Interest charge domestic
international
sales
corporation (IC-DISC)
Kaylene holds a Bachelor of
Science in Accounting from
the North Dakota State
University and a Masters of
Accountancy from North
Dakota State University.

Free NASBA and TSBPA
Approved High Quality CPE
Webinars Available for IMA
Members
Take advantage of IMA's Free (to
IMA Members) High Quality CPE
(NASBA Approved) Inside Talk,
Leadership Academy, and Strategic Management Series Webinars.
Register at IMAnet.org
Inside Talk
Our highly popular series on
timely, emerging issues and
relevant topics such as technology, data analytics, revenue
recognition, expense reporting
and continuous accounting.










February 26, 2020 (12 noon)
Measuring the Real Cost
of Manual Accounting (1.0
CPE)
March 02, 2020 (12 noon)
Transforming the Finance
Function with RPA (1.5
CPE)
March 06, 2020 (12 noon)
Faculty Friday: Do your
students have “the right
stuff”? IMA Management
Accounting Competencies
(1.0 CPE)
March 11, 2020 (12 noon)
Seeing "20/20" in 2020:
What the recent ASUs
mean for your business
(1.0 CPE)
March 17, 2020 Social
Media for the Modern
Accountant (presented at
8:00 PM India Standard
Time)
Leadership Academy

Monthly webinar series that
empowers entry- and intermediate-level management accountants to become leaders
within the profession.


March 03, 2020 (12 noon)
Leading in the Digital Age
(1. CPE)
Strategic Management

Kaylene Rudolph is a
Supervisor in the RSM
International Tax Services
group. She has experience
with RSM serving primarily
multinational manufacturing,

A series of engaging webinars
that focuses on various elements of strategy and competitive analysis that is of importance and interest to management accountants.
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Texas Council
Corner

Please mark your calendar for our
March Meeting!

The Council is comprised
of the five Texas IMA
Chapters – Austin Area,
Dallas Fort Worth Area, El
Paso, Houston and San
Antonio.

Different Time, New Mid Cities Location
and 4 hours CPE

The next Texas Regional
Council meeting will be

February 23rd in Austin.
For more information, go
to texascoucil.imanet.org

Help IMA advance
the Student Ambassador Program
How can you further
help IMA increase
its awareness on
campuses across the
US? Have an IMA
Student Ambassador
serve
on
your
chapter’s
board!
IMA
Student
Ambassadors are the
go-to experts on the
IMA and CMA for
their
peers
and
schools. By serving
on
the
board,
ambassadors
will
gain the leadership
and
networking
experience needed to
successfully execute
their mission of
educating their peers
on all things IMA,
CMA, and your
chapter.
For more
information please
email

campus@imanet.org.
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Small Business
The Unique Accounting Needs of Family Businesses
Speaker: Tom Pryor, President of ICMS, Inc. & Mentor

Technology Updates for Small Businesses
Speaker: : Patrick Seaman Interim Chief Technology Officer
(CTO) at GrowCo Capital

3 Steps to Profitability
Speaker: Stephen King, CPA, President and CEO of
GrowthForce

What small business accountants can do to prepare their owner
to seek a SBA loan
Speaker: Sam Emmerson , part-time certified Small Busi-

ness Advisor with the Tarrant Small Business Development
Center
Speaker information located on the next page
Four and one-half (4.5) CPE hours for both CMAs and CPAs are
provided. Attendees must sign in and out and be present for the
presentation in order to receive CPE credit. CPE certificates will be sent
in an email to those who have met the requirements.
Dallas Fort Worth Area IMA is a registered CPE sponsor with the
Texas State Board of Public Accountancy (TSBPA). This registration
does not constitute an endorsement by the board as to the quality of our
CPE program.
Registration by 12:00 Noon, Friday, March 13th
Cancellation, please e-mail reservations@dallasima.com as soon as
possible. Refunds will not be made for cancellations made after
12:00 noon on Friday, March 13th.
If you do not cancel prior to the deadline, you will not receive a refund
for the event. You may alternatively send someone in your place by
notifying reservations@dallasima.com.

Register Here

MARCH SPEAKER INFORMATION
Sam Emmerson
Sam Emmerson is an award-winning Small Business of the Year business
owner. Sam grew his company from a small North Texas manufacture to a to a
worldwide business with a subsidiary in Helsinki, Finland. Growing a small
manufacture and purchasing smaller competitors took funding and some
creative financing. After selling his company, Sam became a part-time
certified Small Business Advisor with the Tarrant Small Business
Development Center, as part of the SBA and Tarrant County College. Helping
hundreds of start-ups and struggling businesses, Sam has helped companies
acquire over 10 million dollars to grow their business. Loans from $5,000 to
$750,000 has helped business of all sizes to grow and prosper. One client in 4
years has gone from a start up to a multi-million dollar revenue and winner of
this year’s Small Business of the Year. Sam is a certified Economic
Development Finance Professional with the National Development Council,
certified Economic Gardening Professional with the National Center for
Economic Gardening, and certified Fast Trac Facilitator and Administrator
with the Kaufman Institute.
Patrick Seaman
Patrick Seaman is the Interim Chief Technology Officer (CTO) at GrowCo
Capital, and acts as the group CTO for its portfolio of companies including
health technology and services companies like EMIST and JMeds. Patrick also
provides contract CTO and advisory services to small companies and startups,
including early stage startups like the Agtech company LettuceEvolve.com and
others in digital media, audience engagement, 3D Printing and more. Patrick
previously served as SVP of Strategic Technology at Ole Media & Ole Cloud
Asia, COO/CTO at WhichBox Media and working with Mark Cuban as Director of Technology & Employee # 1 at Yahoo! Broadcast.com. Patrick co-wrote
the first major book on Internet broadcasting, Website Sound, and the science
fiction novel Accipiter War.
Tom Pryor
Tom Pryor is a Denton-based certified family business advisor, whose diverse
50-year career includes 19 years in Fortune 500 financial management,
founding a consulting and software company that specialized in Activity
Based Costing followed by serving as Director of UTA’s Small Business
Development Center. Tom currently serves on the advisory board of Baylor’s
Family Business Institute, teaches at Baylor and SMU, is secretary of the
Denton Junto, serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Corporate
Accounting & Finance, delivers Meals-on-Wheels, mentors armed service vets
and Texas prison inmates, and has authored six books.
Stephen King, CPA
Stephen King, is president and CEO of GrowthForce, an Inc 5000 fastestgrowing company in America. GrowthForce is a leader in the client
accounting services industry, providing cloud-based bookkeeping,
management accounting, and controller services for service businesses and
not-for-profit organizations.
A highly energetic, repeat Inc 500 speaker, Steve motivates business owners,
and the advisors who serve them, by sharing 30 years of management
accounting experience in a practical, ‘how to’ approach to help businesses run
better, grow faster, and make more money.

WELCOME TO OUR
CHAPTER

Welcome New IMA Members

• Bleeka Z Pratt
• Mr. Deke Mooney
• Drew Goss,
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student
Andrew
Hardman,
Student
Alek Virani,
Student
Catherine Turcios
Evelyn Lopez
Mr. Russell T Matye
Vicente Veliz
Mr. Yaseer Younus
Sheikh Atif Farooq
Akintomiwa Olude, Student
Qiaoyu Deng, Stduent
Jiarui Chen,
Student
Dr. John R. McCaskill, Jr.,
Student
Robert Taylor Stubs, Student
Meina Wu,
Student
Ms. Tiera
Holland
Miss Wei Zhou, Student
Ambrose Lin
Ting Dai, Student
Miss Weiting Xiong, Student
Lindsay Carol Frankowiak
Hannah Elizabth Spellman
Sheba Thomas
Alfonso De La Garza Evia
Quiroga
Continued on page 9
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Special $25 IMA membership offer for students
For a limited time, students can join IMA for only $25 (regularly $39). Joining IMA
gives students access to scholarships and competitions, networking and professional
development opportunities, our Student Leadership Conference, CMA® (Certified
Management Accountant) certification, and more! Help students achieve the success
they deserve – share this special $25 membership offer with your members today. This
offer expires February 29, 2020.

What It Takes to Be a Clark Johnson Achievement
Award Winner … And
More
®

Many deadlines for many IMA (Institute of Management Accountants) awards and
scholarship programs are approaching soon. Details are below:
For Students:
NEW! IMA Century Scholarship Award – This scholarship recognizes an active
IMA student member who is an undergraduate junior or senior at an IMA Endorsed
school or a school with an IMA student chapter. The recipient will receive an award
of $7,500 as well as a CMA Scholarship. Deadline: March 10, 2020.
IMA Memorial Education Fund (MEF) Scholarships and Stuart Cameron & Margaret McLeod Memorial Scholarship (SCMS) – IMA student members who have not
previously received awards under these programs can apply for these scholarships,
which bestow awards ranging from $1,000 to $5,000. Deadline: March 10, 2020.
IMA Student Case Competition – Teams of students respond to a case by preparing
and submitting a videotaped presentation, which is then judged by select IMA members. The top four teams receive $3,000 and are eligible to participate in a live competition at IMA's Annual Conference & Expo in Atlanta next June; the winning team
receives an additional $2,000. Deadline: February 2, 2020.
IMA Student Manuscript Competition – This program provides any IMA student
member with the opportunity to share his or her IMA student membership experience via an 800-word essay. Deadline: March 15, 2020.
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Are you an influencer?

WELCOME TO OUR
CHAPTER, continued

• Mr. Diego Andres
•
•
•
•

Alanis
Donna Law
Lavanway, Student
Alejandro Zermeno
Gomez
Victoria Obiadazie
Nanci Escobedo

IMA's Campus Influencers program offers students insights on careers,
including the variety of career paths in accounting and finance as well as
how IMA and the CMA certification can support and strengthen their careers. Learn more at sfmagazine.com.
The Dallas Fort Worth Area Chapter is looking for members willing to
help reach out to area universities to share information on management
accounting as a career, student resources available from IMA, and the
CMA. If you are interested or need more information, contact MaryValerie
Reeves

Dallas Fort Worth Area Chapter Members Serving at
Texas Council

•

Treasurer – Laurie Burney

The Global Level

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Global Board of Directors—Pay Wynn

•
•

Committee on Ethics—Gerald Ratigan / Lesley Swain
Technology Solutions & Practices Advisory Committee—Daniel Smith

Former Chair/Global Board – John Macaulay
Planning and Development Committee – John Macaulay
Member Relations Committee—Pat Wynn
Leadership Academy Member - Pat Wynn
Stuart Cameron McLeod Society (SCMS) President – Pat Wynn
SCMS Vice President – MaryValerie Reeves
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Upcoming IMA
Events
• February 20—Chapter
Dinner Meeting
DoubleTree Dallas
Near the Galleria (5:30
- 8:30 PM)
• February 22nd &
23rd—Global Board
Meeting, SCMS Board
of Governors, Texas
Council Regional
Meetings
Sheraton Austin Hotel
at the Capital
Austin, Texas
• March 19—Half Day
Seminar focusing on
Small Businesses
Mid Cities location
Texas Star Conference
Centre 1400 Texas
Star Parkway, Euless,
Texas 76040
• April 23—Chapter
Dinner Meeting
DoubleTree Dallas
Near the Galleria (5:30
- 8:30 PM)
• May 21—Chapter Dinner Meeting
DoubleTree Dallas
Near the Galleria (5:30
- 8:30 PM)
• June 21-24—ACE2020
IMA’s Annual
Conference & Expo
Atlanta Marriott Marquis Atlanta, GA

Check out IMA’s Podcast
In July, IMA launched its podcast series “Count Me In,” which
will feature the latest perspectives on accounting and finance from
industry experts with topics including emerging technologies,
business innovation, and the future of the profession. Nine
episodes have already been published and the subscriber list is
rapidly growing! You can read more about the podcast in our press
release here and to listen to the episodes, visit the podcast website
here.

Thank you to our Chapter Sponsor

www.mamrecruiting.com
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2019-20 Chapter Leadership Team
Board Members - Officers and Directors
President

Nikki Thirasant-Meyer

Secretary

Noel Kaiboni

Treasurer

Joe Lee

Administration Team Lead

Joe Baze

Director, Meeting Arrangements

Elisabetta Mroski

Director, Member Attendance

Chris Boike

Communications & Public Relations Team Lead

MaryValerie Reeves

Professional Education Team Lead
Director, Young Professionals

Rory Guthrie

Director, Young Professionals

Chris Carr

Director, CPA CPE Compliance

MaryValerie Reeves

Membership & Marketing Team Lead

Martha Gibson

Texas Council Delegate

Joe Baze

Texas Council Delegate

Nicole Thirasant-Meyer

Team Members and Coordinators
Community Service Coordinator

NingNing Mei

Education

Mary Ann Markowitz

Employment Coordinator

Lorna Winston-Blanks

Networking Events Coordinator

Rory Guthrie

Networking Events Coordinator

Athena Trentin

Webmaster

Stephanie Carpenter

Director

James Chamberlain

Long Range Planning Committee
Chair, Long Range Planning Committee

Joe Baze

Member

Stephanie Carpenter

Member

MaryValerie Reeves

Member

Nikki Thirasant-Meyer

The Long Range Planning Committee will also serve as the Nominating Committee
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IMA ‘S VISION
Be the leading resource
for developing, certifying,
connecting, and
supporting the world’s
best accountants and
financial professionals in
business

PO Box 612084
Dallas, Texas 75261
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