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Steven Nystrom retired in 2017 as a Senior Analyst with National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA). Throughout his career Mr. Nystrom 
successfully supervised teams of civilian and military analysts responsible 
for providing Geospatial Intelligence information and products for time 
sensitive military operations and to U.S. policy makers to determine proper 
courses of action. 
   
As an NGA Site during multiple deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan, Mr. Nystrom successfully 
supervised teams of four to twelve intelligence analysts responsible for providing Geospatial 
intelligence to numerous Brigade Combat Teams and Headquarters elements assigned to the 3rd 
and 4th Infantry Divisions, the 10th Mountain Division, as well as Department of State (DoS) 
Provincial Reconstruction Teams.  The classified and unclassified Geospatial Intelligence 
information and products were critical to planning and executing both kinetic operations to neutralize 
insurgents, and non-kinetic operations involving civil capacity building (building roads, schools & 
hospitals) that were used to employ Iraqi and Afghan citizens. This information was critical to military 
commanders and DoS planners because it enabled them to direct scarce resources to employ large 
numbers of Iraqi and Afghan civilians by putting them to work rebuilding and improving their 
communities. This significantly improved the security situation by reducing the appeal of insurgent 
groups, which lowered the violence against U.S. and host nation military forces, and innocent 
civilians. 
 
Mr. Nystrom also successfully served as the NGA Supervisory Staff Officer for 72 NGA Analysts 
assigned to National Air & Space Intelligence Center (NASIC) in support of the U.S. Air Force’s 
scientific and technical mission. During this time, he oversaw intelligence production and reporting 
involving foreign threat aircraft and ballistic missile systems, as well as, directed energy weapons 
being developed and deployed by China, Russia, and Iran.     
 
As a program manager Mr. Nystrom established NGA’s first Educational Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) with a selected university. This EPA signed by General Clapper (Director/NGA) and Dr. Martin 
(President, New Mexico State University) enabled NGA and New Mexico State to work together to 
leverage each organizations capabilities and resources to develop intelligence curriculums and 
academic programs of study.  This dramatically increased the number of college graduates majoring 
in intelligence studies, which was critical to developing the next generation of intelligence analysts 
required to understand the threats posed by terrorism, environmental security, weapons of mass 
destruction, and cyber-attacks. As a result, NGA now has EPAs with New Mexico State University, 
University of Missouri – Columbia, Purdue University, the Dayton Technical Institute, and numerous 
other academic institutions throughout the country. 
 
Mr. Nystrom was also the first NGA candidate to earn a Master of Arts and Science Degree, from 
the U.S. Army’s School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS), Ft. Leavenworth, KS.  He enrolled in 
Northern Michigan University’s ROTC Program, received a Master of Arts Degree in Defense 
Administration, and was commissioned as an Armor Officer in 1986.  
 
Mr. Nystrom currently resides in Marquette and is very active in the community.  He is member of 
Marquette West Rotary, serves on the YMCA’s Board of Directors, and is a Big Brother to three 
“littles” in Ishpeming, Michigan.  

 


