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Upcoming Events
October 27 FREE (VIRTUAL)
Accelerate Your
Career with the
CMA Certification
October 30 FREE (VIRTUAL)
Data Analytics and
Power BI (1.5 CPE)
November 10 –
FREE (VIRTUAL)
Fast Close –
Month/Quarter End
(2 CPE)
December 8 –
FREE (VIRTUAL)
Spouse/Significant
Other: Stress and
Time Management
(2 CPE)
January 19 –
Federal and State
Tax Update (2 CPE)

Fall 2020

Welcome!
My name is Rich
Leonard and I am the
current president of
the Arizona Valley of
the Sun local IMA
Chapter. This is the
first edition of our new
quarterly newsletter!
Our hope is this publication will not only provide
you with key information on upcoming chapter
events, but also include articles and insights that
will allow you to excel in your careers. If there is
anything we can do to make The Advisor more
useful, or if you would like to submit an article,
please feel free to email us at:
azvots.imanet@gmail.com.
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you
soon!
Sincerely,
Rich Leonard, CPA, CMA
President
AZVOTS
azvots.imanet.org

Other Items
Face Mask
Fundraiser - Ends
11/10/20
1

AZVOTS has largest Zoom meeting of
the year with Forensic Accounting
with the FBI - September 2020

FREE (VIRTUAL) Accelerate
Your Career with the CMA
Certification October 27. 2020
7pm MST
Are you an accounting or
finance professional who wants
access to greater career
opportunities, the chance to
earn a higher salary, and a seat
at the leadership table? Or
maybe you’re a manager,
looking for a way to “up-skill”
and boost the training of your
current team? If your answer to
any of these questions is “yes,”
then this webinar is for you!
Please join us for a live
webinar about the CMA®
credential (Certified
Management Accountant)
hosted by the IMA® (Institute of
Management Accountants)!
Learn about the changing
role of the CFO’s team and the
value of the CMA as the
finance/accounting function
adapts in this digital age. CMA
Exam content, format, and
requirements will also be
covered as well as IMA
membership benefits.
CMA presentation will be hosted
by Mitra Kleinberg of the IMA.
This will be a free event
covering the benefits of being a
CMA and an IMA member.
Your attendance will help
feed local communities
struggling due to the pandemic.
Invite your friends interested in
learning about the CMA as IMA
will donate a certain amount per
attendee to Feeding America!

The Arizona Valley of the Sun local
IMA Chapter hosted its largest
webinar of the year as three members
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
spoke on forensic accounting from an FBI
perspective with case studies.
IMA members from cities such as Boston and
Las Vegas were a few among over 60 attendees.
The FBI speakers explained how their department
works with other government agencies to
investigate various kinds of frauds and the tools
they use to do them. And no, this doesn’t include
guns!
The second half of the evening involved an indepth look at an actual case and showed how they
analyzed data from multiple sources to uncover a
half a million dollar case. If you would like more
information about the webinar or about how you
might start a career in FBI forensic accounting,
check out our post on Twitter: https://twitter.com/
IMAVOS?lang=en

Excel-erate your Excel
Want to add filters to your spreadsheet?
Put your cursor on any cell in the row and hit “Ctrl+Shift+L”
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Off the Balance Sheet
What management accountants do when they aren’t
crunching numbers…
with Lucy Gambescia, CPA

I moved to Arizona in 2015 to finally be escaping from
the cold weather, the bumper-to-bumper traﬃc, and the
go-go-go pace of the Washington, D.C. area. Almost 5
years and over 500 hikes later, I know I’ve perfected the
work-life balance I was missing for 30+ years. I have many
favorite hikes, but the Grand Canyon rises above them all
and never disappoints. About seven years ago when I
visited the South Rim of the Grand Canyon with one of
my daughters, I had to turn around on the rim shuttle
after only two stops because my fear of heights paralyzed
me. Fast forward… 4 months after moving to Arizona, I
hiked 18 miles into the Grand Canyon… down South
Kaibab trail, across the bottom of the canyon, over the
mighty Colorado river, through Phantom Ranch, Indian
Gardens, and up Bright Angel trail. My next Grand
Canyon hike was Rim2Rim… 23.9 miles from the North
Rim (at 8,000 feet) to the South Rim (at 7,000 feet).
And because I couldn’t get enough of the magnificent
beauty and peaceful panoramic views, last year I hiked it
in reverse… from the South Rim to the North Rim,
which is even more challenging because the climb out
from the canyon floor is over 1,000 feet higher than the
South Rim.

No two journeys into the
Grand Canyon have been the
same for me. I’ve met many
wonderful and interesting people,
young and old, from around the
globe. I’ve seen dozens of
bighorn sheep and even had one
stare me down. I had a mule hipcheck me into the mountain. I’ve
taken oﬀ my hiking boots and
soaked my feet in the icy emerald
green Colorado river while eating
lunch on the “beach” and
watching other hikers cross over
the suspension bridge. I’ve had
rocks fall on me from above at
about 6,500 feet. I’ve
encountered temperature changes
ranging from 32 degrees at the
rim to 104 degrees at the bottom.
I’ve had to climb out of the
canyon in the cold and the dark.
My career in accounting has
made these experiences possible
and has given me the strength to
face my fear of heights and
appreciate the great beauty and
serenity of nature. Best of all,
these opportunities and
adventures are free and available
to you… if you seek them.

Learn more
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Want to Look the Part??
What better way to show your
IMA colors than wearing an
oﬃcial IMA T-Shirt! The cost is
only $13. Available in either blue
or black, M, L & XL.

To place an order, email us at:
azvots.imanet.gmail.com

Connect with us
Facebook Page: IMA AZ Valley of
the Sun Chapter
https://www.facebook.com/
imaazvos/
Facebook Group: IMA Valley of
the Sun
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/IMAVOS/
Linked In: IMA Valley of the Sun
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/
128942/
Twitter: @IMAVOS
https://twitter.com/IMAVOS
Youtube: https://
www.youtube.com/user/
LinkUpIMA?feature=watch

Off the Balance Sheet
…with Kathleen Hurley, MB, MSAcc

I
escaped
the heat
and
ventured
East to
spend my
summer at
my house
in Surry,
NH, just
outside of
Keene. I
wanted to show my fiancé New Hampshire. I also tucked two
of my dogs, Cyan and Aldo, into the truck's back seat and
included them in on the adventure.
The trip's most significant issue was how to travel safely
with Covid-19 and who would accept us with two big dogs. I
found that KOA campground cabins left 72 hours in between
reservations between renting out again. LaQuinta hotels had
the same procedure and only rented out at 20% capacity and
accepted big dogs. A handful of states we needed to travel
through were restricting Arizona residents’ stays. The KOA in
New Mexico would rent to us, but we needed to stay in our
cabin and couldn't go into town. The Ohio KOA was not
concerned about our origin of travel. However, the New York
KOA would not accept us, so we had to rearrange our journey.
Once we reached New Hampshire, we self-quarantined before
seeing friends or going to stores.
Traveling was very diﬀerent than in previous years. Pools
were closed, hotels were empty and even public bathroom
stalls were cordoned oﬀ to keep social distancing. Businesses
had to make changes to survive. Instead of buﬀet breakfast,
hotels packed a to-go bag for customers. The sidewalk in
downtown Keene, New Hampshire, was dotted with picnic
tables to provide outside dining. We also discovered that
because of Covid-19 restrictions, people were taking to biking
this summer, causing a massive shortage of bikes. Many smalltown restaurants in New England could not adapt and were
closed.
It was great to get out of the heat over the summer
and explore the outdoors. It also was an interesting way
to see how Covid-19 had aﬀected businesses and local
economies throughout the country.
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