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The September issue of The Roadrunner newsletter highlights Technology that account-
ing and financial professionals use. Technology changes over the years and is a critical 
area for continuing education. Take advantage of your IMA membership and join us for 
any of our educational, career and networking events.        

Strategic Finance PowerPack  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  A c c o u n t a n t s  

T h e  R o a d r u n n e r  
September 2015 Volume 17, Issue  4 

Technology has become a priority for accounting and finance professionals. IMA recog-
nizes the challenges of the ever changing technology and importance of staying current 
on technical issues. This PowerPack on IT Skills & Software provides members a quick 
way to review articles, webinars and resources on these important topics in one place.   

Articles available on technology include digital forensics, dashboards, inventory management 
technology, cloud computing, ERP efficiency, and automating financial close. Controllers and 
managers looking for ideas to implement technology for process improvements and efficiencies 
can take advantage of IMA resources for potential technology solutions.  

Recorded webinars on technology topics are also availa-
ble to IMA members. Topics include Planning Software 
ROI, Automated Financial Reporting and various Cloud 
applications.   

The PowerPack also includes links to additional resources 
for Access and Excel applications. Access topics include 
creating  production reports, direct materials budgets, 
cash payment schedules, direct labor budgets and creat-
ing queries.  Excel topics include data valuation, loan 
amortization calculations, charting improvements, 
VLookups and Pivot Tables.  

Check out all the available PowerPacks on the IMA web-
site at http://www.imanet.org/resources-publications/
strategic-finance-powerpacks.  
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 Dear IMA AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter Members, 
 
Technology is the collection of techniques, skills, methods and processes used in the production of goods or services 
or in the accomplishment of objectives, such as scientific investigation. Technology can be the knowledge of tech-
niques, processes, etc. or it can be embedded in machines, computers, devices and factories, which can be operated 
by individuals without detailed knowledge of the workings of such things.  The use of the term "technology" has 
changed significantly over the last 200 years.  Today it is primarily referred to as information technology and is repre-
sented by computers, websites, cell phones, and other electronics.  Technology is a huge part of everyday life these 
days.  It can make life easier if used properly, but can also frustrate you if you don’t know how to use it.   
 
As technology has advanced and made life easier, it has also increased risk just as much.  It has increased the risk of 
privacy, security, and fraud.  We have to consistently balance the advantages and disadvantages of technology as we 
work with it and embrace how it changes our environment.  Our September technical session is about technology in 
higher education and includes a visit to McCord Hall at Arizona State University.  Technology has proven to be a big 
part of education from elementary to college.  Children begin playing with their parent’s cell phones and tablets at a 
very young age and develop and carry those skills all the way through college.  Many colleges now provide laptops 
and/or tablets to students when they enter which further shows just how important technology is in education.  Addition-
ally, the increased offerings of online courses have also shown how technology has affected education.  Students are 
being prepared for their careers both technically in their area of choice and technologically through the current environ-
ment of IT.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Travis J. Magneson, CPA CMA CFM 

IMA AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter 

2015-2016 President   
 
 

IMA AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter President’s Message 
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Become the Gatekeepers of Big Data 

 
More financial professionals working in business are using Big Data in their decision-making process. And the explosion of data 
generated each day plays a huge role in how management accountants perform their day-to-day duties. Although there are many 
positive aspects of integrating new technology into our companies and using analytics to interpret data, there are also drawbacks. 
Here’s a breakdown of Big Data and how management accountants can become the gatekeepers of this information. 
 
What Is Big Data? 
In 2013, IMA® and ACCA (Association of Chartered Certified Accountants) published a report titled “Big Data: Its Power and Per-
ils,” which defines Big Data as “the vast amount of data continually collected through devices and technologies such as credit cards 
and customer loyalty cards, the Internet and social media and, increasingly, Wi-Fi sensors, and electronic tags.” Big Data can help 
improve company performance and productivity to increase company revenue and stakeholder trust. Management accountants use 
Big Data to identify risks in real time and to make valuable business decisions. 
 
What Are the Trends? 
Big Data is changing the landscape of business. Companies are going from using predictive analytics to prescriptive analytics – 
they’re collecting data from their customers’ cell phones and other mobile devices to analyze customer profitability. This allows 
companies to cross-sell and up-sell their products. Management accountants are charged with analyzing this data and distilling it 
into bite-sized chunks so that management, who might not be familiar with the analytics, can find it easier to digest. As gatekeepers 
of this information, the management accountant’s role will become increasingly important. 
 
What Are Some of the Risks? 
As the amount of data grows, so does the risk for hackers to steal information and other actors to commit fraud. Although more 
data might make it easier to make decisions, it also requires an increase in both physical and digital internal controls. Securing your 
physical data warehouse and controlling who has access to it will help deter wrongdoing. And because hackers are everywhere, 
cybersecurity should be top of mind for every company – large or small. As a result, improved tools and techniques are being de-
veloped daily. 
 
In addition, not knowing how to analyze so much data can lead to erroneous conclusions and decisions. There’s also an opportuni-
ty cost of gathering, storing, and analyzing bigger data instead of making other core investments. In other words, picking the wrong 
tools and hiring the wrong people to use them will increase the likelihood of misallocation of resources. 
 
What Are the Rewards? 
On the flip side, there are many opportunities for company growth and market expansion because of Big Data. Like I mentioned 
previously, companies can harness a new market by emerging in the mobile market. Mobile devices can be accessed through Wi-
Fi (or if the customer downloads the company’s app – another opportunity for expansion), which makes it easier to connect to your 
customers and advertise new products. In turn this improves analytics, and thus, you can learn how to better serve your customers, 
increase revenue, and develop targeted services to niche markets. 
 
How Can We Protect Company Data? 
When using Big Data, companies should always consider a data governance strategy, which will help mitigate risk. The strategy 
should cover the availability, usability, or utility of information and the integrity, quality, and security of information. Management 
accountants play a large role in protecting company information, systems, data centers, and more through effective controls and 
monitoring. After all, you are the gatekeepers of Big Data. 
 
To become part of the conversation, visit the Technology Solutions & Practices (TS&P) Committee on LinkUp IMA: http://
bit.ly/1SrwFHe. 
 
Written by Linda Devonish-Mills, CMA, CPA, CAE  
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title 
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 IMA Inside Talk Webinar 
 Data Governance: Beyond the Abstract 

September 8, 2015 

 
 

 
Presenter:           Evelyn Heinach, Deloitte Advisory Director, Deloitte & Touch LLP  
  Scott Rosenfelder, Deloitte Advisory Director, Deloitte & Touch LLP  
Moderator:          Rosemary Amato, CMA, CISA, CPA Director, Deloitte Accountants BV  

 
Event Description:   Successful management of an organization’s data assets requires a comprehensive approach that support 
individual company strategies and goals. Join us as Evelyn Heinbach, of Deloitte & Touche LLP discusses the typical compo-
nents of enterprise data governance, as well as alternative operating models to implement data governance across the enter-
prise. Discover a roadmap for your organization to move from data governance design to implementation. 

 
Learning Objectives  After this webinar, attendees will be able to:  

1. Describe the business benefits of data governance.  
2. Define the key components of data governance.  
3. Know data governance operating model alternatives  
4. Define the approach to build a data governance roadmap  
5. Differentiate data maturity stages 

 

Price: Free  
 
CPE Credit: 1.5 Credit  
 
Field of Study: Business Management & Organization 

Research Area: Finance Governance Risk & Compliance  
 
Program Level: Overview 
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Advance Preparation: None 

Instructional Method: Group-Internet 

Institute of Management Accountants (IMA) is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) 
as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have 
final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be submit-
ted to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors through its website  www.learningmarket.org.    

Visit http://www.imanet.org/programs_events/IMAWebinars to register for webinars.   
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IMA Wild West Council 

2015-2016 Board 

 
 President   Diane Hewlett 
 
President-Elect  OPEN 
 
Past President  Kathleen Moren 
 
Global Director  Nancy McCleary 
 
Treasurer   Deb Michalowski 
 
Secretary   OPEN 
 
V.P. Administration  Mitch Lenoil 
 
V.P. Admin Emeritus Rex Soutar 
 
V.P. Chapter Relations Pem Smith 
 
Director-Webmaster  Frank Garcia 
 
Director-Newsletter  Nancy McCleary 
 
Director-LinkedIn/LinkUP Pam Zanzucchi 
 
Directors – Meetings: Kelly Benner 
    Camille Cook 
    Patrick Wilson 
 
Directors – Education Celeste Porter 
    Derek Heijmans 
 
Chapter Mentors  Lyle Braithwaite 
    Rob Ferrell 
    Frank Garcia 

Get Social with the IMA Wild West Council 

www.facebook.com/
imawildwestcouncil 

@IMAWWC 

IMA Wild West Council 

2015-2016 Meeting Calendar 

 
October 16-17, 2015 Las Vegas 

February 19-20, 2016 Phoenix   

April 22-23, 2016 Salt Lake City 

 

Next Meeting Agenda: 

 
Friday, October 16, 2015 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Spotlight on Technology - CPE 
Seminar in Las Vegas 
5.5 hours of CPE in technology plus Ethics 
3:00 - 4:00 PM - CMA Rally (Free!) 
Join us for an informational event about the Certified 
Management Accountant Certification, Accounting Ca-
reers in Industry, and Networking  
                    Teachers Health Trust Building  
                     Marvin Sedway Conference Room  
                     2950 E. Rochelle Ave.  
                     Las Vegas, NV 89121  
Pizza, Prizes, Networking, & Accounting Career Info  
6:30 Group dinner at Brio Tuscan Grill 
 
Saturday, October 17 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Wild West Council Meeting -  
All IMA members welcome! 

MGM Corporate Training Center 
Meeting Room 1 
840 Grier Drive 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 

12:00 - 1:30 Lunch: On your own 
1:30 - 5:30 Social/Networking Event 
The Mob Museum and Fremont Street 
6:00 Group Dinner at Binion's Steakhouse        
 
RSVP: http://form.jotform.us/form/52165025989160 
Questions?   
Contact Diane Hewlett at dianephx928@gmail.com  
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Date:  Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Time:  Tour: 3:30 - 4:30 / Networking: 5:30 - 6:00 / Dinner: 6:00 - 7:00 / Session: 7:00 - 8:00 

Tour Location: ASU McCord Hall 450 E. Lemon St. - Tempe  

Topic: Higher Education Technology  

Speaker: Linda Prince, Lecturer, Information Systems at Arizona State University  

Description: Please join us this today as we learn about the tools which are currently being 
used to educate our college students & which are being used to prepare them for the outside 
world.  Databases, & communication tools to assist students in digitally perform homework & 
studies are areas in which the most important tools of higher education are focused.  This helps 
instructors to teach more effectively & students to learn more efficiently.  This may also give us in 
business some ideas as to how to train our employees & set them up for greater success. 
The event includes a tour of McCord Hall on the Tempe campus of Arizona State University 
(ASU).  Please sign up early so that parking can be reserved for tour participants.  See the 
map below for the location of ASU. 
 
Evening Location:   Phoenix Airport Marriott 1101 N 44th St Phoenix, AZ 85008 

Amount of CPE:  1 hour each session 

Menu:    Chicken Picatta Plated Dinner 

Cost Both Sessions:  Members $45, Non Members $50, Students $7, Webinar $15  

RSVP Due: Thursday September 10, 2015  

Register online at www.imavalleyofthesun.org and use our credit card payment option.  

 
Tour Location 

 
McCord Hall, Arizona State University 
450 E. Lemon St. - Tempe  
 

 
 
 

September 15, 2015  Plant Tour & Technical Session 
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IMA’s Student Leadership Conference  
Disney Coronado Springs Resort  

Lake Buena Vista, FL  
November 12-14, 2015 

 
Let IMA help you imagine new directions for your career path. Join us in the magical place called Disney to experi-
ence inspiring speakers, create new contacts, and connect with industry leaders in a dynamic, friendly environment. 
Enjoy three days of learning, networking, and fun.  
 
General Sessions are non-compete sessions. Two general sessions will kick off the educational portion of the Con-
ference on Friday morning, and one general session on Saturday will close the event. 
Concurrent Sessions are offered Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. They are an hour in length and cover a 
variety of topics. 
The Educator Workshop is two hours in length and is designed for the faculty advisors in attendance. The work-
shop is offered on Saturday morning. 
Student Chapter Leadership Roundtable is an opportunity for students who are a part of a chapter or are thinking 
of starting one to share best practices with fellow members throughout the country. The Roundtable is an hour in 
length and offered on Thursday evening after the Welcome Reception. 
 
 
Hotel reservations will be taken by the Disney Coronado Springs Resort.  A block of rooms is available at a special 
IMA rate of $135 per night, single/double/triple/quad occupancy, plus 12.5% tax. Be sure to mention that you are 
with IMA or Institute of Management Accountants. This rate will be in effect while rooms are available or until the cut
-off date of October 19, 2015. Reservations after October 19, 2015, or after the IMA block sells out may be subject 
to the higher rate. There is no guarantee that rooms will be available until October 19, 2015. If you need to make 
changes to or requests for your room reservation, please wait until you receive your Resort Confirmation e-
mail.  Any changes, requests, or cancelations must be made by calling (407) 939-4686. 
 

Visit http://www.imanet.org/programs-events/student-leadership-conference/home for details.   
 

Help us sponsor six student attendees! 
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When David Corless took the CMA® exam earlier this year, he was fortunate. As a student at BYU completing his Mas-
ter’s degree in accounting, he had been awarded a CMA Scholarship and received a number of benefits to make pre-
paring for the exam that much easier. What he didn’t expect was that he’d also earn an outstanding test score. 
 
Corless heard about the CMA certification during his junior year at BYU, which is now one of the schools endorsed by 
IMA’s Higher Education Endorsement Program. He explained, “The Big 4 recruits heavily on campus, and I knew that I 
didn’t want to devote my career to auditing and tax. When my accounting professor first spoke about IMA® and the CMA 
certification, I was immediately interested because I had always been looking for a career focused more on decision 
support and financial analysis.” 
 
During that same year, Corless and a small group of students helped start a student chapter at BYU. They enlisted the 
assistance of professors Bill Tayler and Steve Smith to serve as faculty advisors. The chapter proved to be a success, 
with typically about 60 to 70 students attending meetings, during which Corless and the other officers secured several 
prominent, local and international companies to speak to the group. Corless was also on the chapter’s team that won 
the IMA Student Case Competition last year. 
 
“We became a very committed chapter that is still going strong. The meetings turned out to be a great way for students 
to learn more about management accounting as well as to hear about different job opportunities throughout the country. 
We also sponsored informational sessions about internships, interviewing techniques, and much more,” said Corless, 
who served as the chapter’s first president. 
 
Shortly after the chapter was formed, Monte Swain, Ph.D., who teaches CMA prep courses, held an informational ses-
sion for students led by Lisa Beaudoin, CMA, director of IMA educational partnerships. That information session 
sparked Corless’s interest in taking the exam, and so when Swain asked who might be interested in being recommend-
ed for the CMA Scholarship Program, Corless volunteered. 
 
“My interest in IMA and the CMA definitely was one of the factors that helped me secure this position,” Corless reports. 
“I’m looking forward to helping bring value to my organization and to seeing how the certification can help me as I pro-
gress in my career.” 
 
For more information about the CMA program, please visit IMA's website www.imanet.org/cma. 
 
 

Profile: CMA Scholarship and Medal Winner David Corless 

The  
CMA  
Corner 
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IMA AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter  

2015 - 2016 Board of Directors 

 

 

President    Travis Magneson  

President–Elect   Trey Ballard  

VP Administration   Trey Ballard  

Treasurer    Ron Caron (P)  

Assistant Treasurer                  John Bakker 

Secretary    Kathleen Moren (P) 

Past President   Sal Forzano (P) 

Past President   Cheryl Brock (P) 

 

 

 VP Education   Camille Cook (P) 

    Co-Director   Greg Gilstrap (P) 

    Co-Director   Nick Stefaniak (P) 

    Co-Director   Tom Dopler 

    Co-Director   Pam Zanzucchi (P) 

    Co-Director   Deb Michalowski (P) 

    CMA Program   Julie Wilson  

    Asst CMA Program  Mirza Alihodzic  

    Asst CMA Program  Andrew Rhea 

    Education Reporting      Dawn Sandberg 

    Certificate Reporting  Laura Mangan  

    Webcaster   Kathleen Moren (P)  

    Meetings/Attendance  John Bakker  

    Raffle      Susan Bobbe 

     

VP Communications  Michael Feldman  

    Email Distribution  Brian Haberlen 

    Asst Email Distribution  Diane Hewlett (P) 

    Newsletter   Laura Mangan 

    Publicity   Trey Ballard 

    Webmaster   Deb Michalowski (P)   

  

 

VP Membership   Tom Dopler 

    Member Relations  Travis Melham 

    Member Relations  Kristian Haralson 

    Community Service  Chris Fritsch 

    Corporate Development  Deb Michalowski (P) 

    Asst Corp Development  Mirza Alihodzic 

    Sponsorships   open 

    Employment   Mitchell Davidson 

    Employment   Christian Kaijser 

    Employment   Glenn Hines  

    Employment   Chris Stich 

    Student Relations  Yaman Nass 

    SCST Scholarship  Donna DeMilia 

    SCST ASU   Nick Stefaniak 

    SCST DeVry   Robert Norton 

    SCST GCU   Alex Ortiz Rosa 

    SCST Internship   Yaman Nass  

 

Please contact Travis Magneson if you are interested in serving on the chapter board, on a committee or volunteering for an 
event. Email Travis at tmagneson@cbiz.com. Members are welcome to join us at monthly board meetings. Check the events 
page for the date and location of board meetings.  



IMA AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter  
Member September Anniversaries 
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In the September issue of Strategic Finance, Steve Ritter 
and Liv Watson discuss how accounting departments can 
use mobile technology effectively.  

Mobile computing is a bundle of technologies that allows 
transmission of data, voice, and video via a wireless-
enabled device. It promises greater efficiency and flexibility 
for the management accountants. 
 
The term refers to the use of portable computing devices in 
conjunction with mobile communications technologies to 
enable users to access needed data anywhere, anytime. 
The change in environment coupled with the expanding use 
of cloud applications means increased expectations for how 
we access content we want or need.  
 
Accounting departments should establish best practices to 
ensure company data is secure and to select the best 
modes for distributing information to their customers. Mobile 
computing has allowed several organizations to increase 
product and service offerings, improve efficiency and re-
spond to customers in a timely manner.  
 
To find out more about new technologies, IMA’s Technology 
Solutions & Practices (TS&P) Committee has created a blog 
that discusses various technology topics. You can join the 
conversation in our LinkUp IMA community at http://bit.ly/
TSPCommunity. 
 

Visit www.imanet.org for IMA 
Publications and the new 
SFMagazine.com for the full 
article and the latest issue of 
Strategic Finance.   

Strategic Finance:  Technology: The 
Basics of Mobile Computing 
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U p c o m i n g  C h a p t e r  E v e n t s  

   

 

 

 

 

      

 

September 8th 

Board Meeting 

Macayo’s Phoenix  

 

September 11th 

AZ Diamondback Networking Event 

Chase Field Phoenix 

 

September 15th 

Technology in Higher Education 

Marriott Airport Hotel Phoenix 

 

October 13th 

Board Meeting 

Macayo’s Phoenix  

 

October 16th -17th 

Wild West Council CPE & Meeting 

Las Vegas, NV 

 

October 20th 

Career Night 

Marriott Airport Hotel Phoenix 



Vision Statement 

The world's leading association for management accounting and finance professionals. 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Provide to members personal and professional development opportunities through edu-
cation, association with business professionals, and certification in management ac-
counting and financial management skills. Ensure that IMA is universally recognized by 
the financial community as a respected institution influencing the concepts and ethical 
practices of management accounting and financial management skills. 

R e m i n d e r s :  

 Sign up for the 
September 11th 
AZ Diamondbacks 
networking event 

 Help us send IMA 
students to the 
2015 IMA Student 
Leadership Con-
ference by making 
a donation. 

 

AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter 
P.O. Box 2771                
Scottsdale, AZ 85257-2771 

www.imavalleyofthesun.org 

I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  A c c o u n t a n t s  

September 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 Webinar 

Board Meeting 

9 10 11 

DBacks 

12 

13 14 15 

Tech Session 

16 Webinar 17 Webinar 18 19 

20 21 22 Webinar 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    


