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Dr. Christopher Williams is the Associate Dean for Physician-Scientist Education and Training and 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Gastroenterology and current director of the Medical Scientist 
Training Program (MSTP) and associate director of the Harrison Society (PSTP/ABIM Research 
Pathway) at Vanderbilt University. His clinical interests are in the management of inflammatory 
bowel disease and in the prevention of IBD related complications, specifically colitis-associate 
carcinoma. His research program is focused on intestinal injury response/repair programs with the 
goal of understanding how these epithelial integrity programs are perturbed in the pathogenesis of 
IBD and more importantly in the progression to malignancy with the overarching goal of identifying 
novel therapeutic targets or biomarkers in this disease. Dr. Williams received his undergraduate 
degree from Brigham Young University before matriculating to Vanderbilt University as trainee in 
the MSTP. He was selected for the ABIM Research Pathway Residency and received sub-specialty 
training in Gastroenterology, joining the Vanderbilt faculty in 2007. 


