
ESSA Training (Face-to-Face and Webinar) 

Questions from Sessions 4.13.18 

 

INDICATORS 

 

Assessment 

1. How will ELA, Math, and science proficiency and growth be handled for a PreK-3 school? 

 

Answer: ESSA does not require PreK-2 students to demonstrate proficiency or growth in 

ELA, math, and science.  Students also are not assessed in science until grade 5. For 

schools only having grades PreK-3, ELA and math proficiency will be calculated for 

students only in grade 3.  Since the school configuration does not include grade 4, only 

ELA and math proficiency will be used for the purposes of accountability.  

 

 

2. There is a discrepancy in PARCC student test scores based on the format (paper/pencil 

format versus electronic). This was a discussed and voted on during the IASB Delegate 

Assembly in 2017.  Is this going to be taken into consideration when calculating 

proficiency levels in the new ESSA rating system? 

 

Answer:  ISBE is committed to a full online assessment by spring 2020 and takes 

seriously potential mode effects.  As we move toward full online delivery, ISBE will 

continue to monitor mode effect.  

 

3. Assessment window...does the linear regression account for the testing date the schools 

select? Late testing in the window has more instructional days...so?? 

 

Answer: The Technical Advisory Committee is currently developing a recommendation 

for the most appropriate growth metric for the Illinois Accountability System.  There is 

limited to no evidence to suggest that the time when the test is administered within the 

designated administrative window affects student results in the aggregate.  

  



4. Do we know the math and ELA cut scores for PARCC [presuming this question relates to 

2018 testing]? 

 

Level 1: 650-699 

Level 2: 700-724 

Level 3: 725-749 

Level 4: 750- cut for level 5 

Level 5: The exceed cut point fluctuates based 

upon grade level standard setting. 

 

Growth 

5. Who is determining what acceptable growth will be—how much students need to grow 

to get a positive score for growth? 

 

Answer: The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is currently developing a 

recommendation for the most appropriate growth metric for the Illinois Accountability 

System. The TAC is composed of national experts in assessments, psychometrics, and 

accountability. TAC will submit its final recommendations to ISBE in May 2018.  

Stakeholders will have time to submit comments on the recommendations.  The board 

will take action on the recommendation at the meeting on June 13, 2018. 

 

Science Assessment 

6. When will a new science assessment be in use?  

 

Answer: The timeline for the release of a new science test is dependent upon item 

development and field testing of the items.  Item development will begin in 2018-2019. 

The test will be aligned to the same standards as the previous science assessment, and 

will build on what we have learned about high quality science assessment.   

 

9th Grade on Track 

7. How will differentiation of grading scales be considered (i.e., what constitutes a “C” 

when considering percentages or standards-based)? 

 

Answer: ISBE is currently evaluating how to accommodate the different grading scales 

and whether a district uses a standards-based approach or not.  ISBE will communicate 

before June 2018 about how different standards/grades translate to the points used in 

the calculation of students’ grade point average for the purpose of the College and 

Career Ready Indicator. 

 

 

  

Grade ELA Math 

3 810 790 

4 790 796 

5 799 790 

6 790 788 

7 785 786 

8 794 801 



8. How will differentiation of course offerings among Illinois districts be considered? 

 

Answer: Schools submit the courses by matching the course to the description provided 

in the Student Information System. Course levels used to differentiate different course 

weightings are Honors, Enriched, General, and Remedial.  For the purpose of the 9th 

Grade on Track metric, students identified as on track have earned at least five full-year 

course credits (10 semester credits) and have earned no more than one semester “F” in 

a core course (English, math, science, or social science). 

 

9. What courses will constitute the “core?” 

 

Answer: For the purposes of calculating 9th Grade on Track, students identified as “on 

track” have earned at least five full-year course credits (10 semester credits) and have 

earned no more than one semester “F” in a core course (English, math, science, or social 

science).  

 

10. Will ISBE use the same process to determine 9th Grade on Track [as it currently uses]? 

Previously students lost some credit because ISBE could not use 3 decimals in their 

calculations (i.e., students receive .125 credit for driver education—ISBE only allowed 

the district to count as .12 credits which caused some students to receive only 4.99 

credits, which is short of the 5.0 benchmark, thus falling short of being “on track.” 

 

Answer: ISBE is changing the 9th Grade on Track calculation to include the third decimal 

place in the calculation of credits. 

 

Graduation Rate 

11. How will graduation rates be calculated? 

 

Answer: The Graduation Rate indicator will include the four-year cohort rate, accounting 

for 30 points of the indicator’s total 50-point weight; the five-year cohort rate, 

accounting for 15 points; and the six-year cohort rate, accounting for the remaining 5 

points. 

 

12. How will special education students with the legal right to attend school up to their 22st 
birthday factor in? 
 
Answer: If a special education student with the most significant cognitive disabilities do 
not graduate or exited with credentials (e.g., regular high school diploma, State-defined 
alternate diploma) with their four-year cohort, the students will be removed from their 
original four-year cohort and reassigned to the four-year cohort graduating in the year 
of their exit.  

  



Chronic Absenteeism 

13. What roles will Regional Offices of Education play in new chronic absenteeism? 

 

Answer: The Regional Offices of Education will continue to play a supportive role by 

providing technical assistance and support to districts struggling with chronic 

absenteeism.   

 

 

14. Can “military family requirements” be added to the excused absence coding? 

 

Answer: Districts determine what constitutes an “excused” or “unexcused” absence 

based on their local policies.   

 

15. How should field trip attendance and college day visits be coded—as “in attendance?” 

 

Answer: Districts determine what constitutes an “excused” or “unexcused” absence 

based on their local policies.   

 

Climate 

16. Which components of the 5 Essentials count toward the Climate indicator? (Teachers, 

students, parents?) 

 

Answer: ISBE understands the importance of and values parent and family engagement.  

At this time, only the student portion of the climate survey will be used for the purposes 

of accountability. 

 

17. If just the “Students” responses are considered, how does a K-5 school obtain a rating? 

 

Answer: The School Quality/Student Success indicator requires that one or more grades 

within a grade range are included.  The grade ranges are grades 3-5, 6-8, and High 

School. In a K-5 school, the results from the administration in grade 5 would be used for 

the purposes of the accountability. 

 

18. If “Parent” responses are considered, have any measures been put in place to prevent a 

parent from submitting multiple times? 

 

Answer: ISBE understands the importance of and values parent and family engagement.  

At this time, only the student portion of the climate survey will be used for the purposes 

of accountability. 

 

19. In the ESSA Plan it states, “In order to capture student (6-12), parent, teacher, and 

administration voice, ISBE will utilize the 5 Essentials Survey.”  Since the parent survey 

results are not included in the Five Essentials results, this does not reflect the intent of 

the plan.  Have there been discussions regarding addition of the parent voice in the 



results? 

 

Answer: ISBE understands the importance of and values parent and family engagement.  

ISBE encourages schools and districts to utilize the climate survey as an opportunity to 

engage families. Parent and family voices are critical to continuous school improvement. 

At this time, only the student portion of the climate survey will be used for the purposes 

of accountability. ISBE will continue to dialogue with stakeholders as we implement and 

refine the plan together.  

 

College and Career Ready 

20. For high schools that have moved to Integrated Math - how will they meet the College 

and Career Ready academic indicator for math?  As it reads, minimum is Algebra II - 

what if we have Integrated Math 1, Integrated Math 2, etc. instead of Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II? 

 

Answer: The ISBE Course Catalog will identify course codes for courses equivalent to 

those that count toward the College and Career Ready indicator. 

 

21. How will schools track the detailed information (such as summer employment) needed 

for college and career ready? 

 

Answer: ISBE received recommendations from the College and Career Ready indicator 

workgroup on how this type of data can be collected at the school level.  Additional 

information will be shared once the indicator is finalized and data systems are updated.. 

  

No Data for an Indicator 

22. What if a school does not have any data for an indicator? For example, what if a school 

does not have any EL students…what happens to that 5% of their calculation? 

 

Answer: ISBE’s accountability framework accounts for a school’s demographic makeup 

when producing the summative designation.    

 

STUDENT GROUPS 

 

English Learners (EL) 

23. If a student withdraws from the school, moves out of the state, and later enrolls, how is 

the 5-year window applied?  

 

Answer: The five-year window begins when the student is identified to receive EL 

services and concludes five years later regardless if a student moved out of state. 

 

24. If an EL student moves into a school from another district or state (where they had 

received EL services), are they included in the school’s “Former EL” subgroup? 



 

Answer: ELs moving across Illinois district lines with an existing student identification 

(SID) number are included in the EL student group. The student will be included in the 

“Former EL” group once the student meets the English language proficiency (ELP) 

criteria set by the state (4.8 overall composite score on ACCESS).  ELs moving into Illinois 

from another state who do not need EL services will receive a new SID and will be 

included in the “Former EL” student group if the records from the other state include 

this information.  

 

25. Will the EL student group be included as a data field in a student’s SIS record? 

 

Answer: Yes. This field will be included in the student’s SIS record but will not be 

completed by the school district.  This field will be completed by ISBE. 

 

26. If a parent refuses language services, is the student counted in the EL subgroup? 

 

Answer: Yes.  If a student is identified as an EL but the parent refuses language services, 

the student is considered an EL until she/he meets the exit criteria.  At that point, the 

student would be identified as a Former EL. 

 

IEPs - 504 Plans 

27. Will there be a new SIS data field for 504 plans? Are students with medical 504’s such as 

Diabetes and Allergy care plans included in this student group? 

 

Answer: ISBE is currently evaluating how to incorporate this information into SIS. 

 

28. How will high school districts be made aware of students “formerly with IEPs or 504s?” 

 

Answer: Special Education records are part of a student’s records and follow the student 

to his/her receiving high school. 

 

29. If a parent revokes consent for special education, does the student count in the group of 

students formerly with a disability? 

 

Answer: Yes, the student would count as a part of the Students Formerly with a 

Disability Group. 

 

 

 

  



QUALITY FRAMEWORK & IL-EMPOWER 

 

30. How will the District Plan that will be developed for ESSA be like the District Plan that is 

developed for the Title and other grants? Will they be able to be the same? Will they be 

developed on the same platform? 

 

Answer: ISBE is exploring the creation of a single, holistic application/plan for districts to utilize. 

 

31. Will Rising Star still be available? If so, will data from Rising Star be transferred into the new 

Quality Framework rubric or will there be a crosswalk? 

 

Answer: Rising Star will be available to provide districts information on previously completed 

school improvement work.  Additionally, ISBE launched Ed360 statewide in February 2018.  

Ed360 is a free and mobile friendly web application designed to empower educators with access 

to near real-time data from the ISBE data warehouse.  Using Ed360, educators can view student 

data to help them make data-informed instructional decisions. Superintendents can opt their 

districts in and learn more at www.isbe.net/ed360.   

 

32. Will the Quality Framework rubric be available electronically? 

 

Answer: ISBE is currently developing an electronic Illinois Balanced Accountability Measures 

(IBAM) Quality Framework. 

 

33. Where will the rubric “live” – IWAS? IIRC? 

 

Answer: ISBE is developing an electronic IBAM quality framework and exploring where the 

instrument will reside.   

 

34. Where is this money coming from for IL-Empower?  Is this in addition to or in lieu of any of the 

EBM Funds? 

 

Answer: IL-EMPOWER is funded with federal Title I 1003(a) funds.  These funds are separate 

from Evidence-Based Funding, which comes from the state. 

  

TIER DESIGNATION 

 

35. There is no data at the state level for many of the new indicators (such as the new definition of 

chronic absenteeism, college and career readiness, etc.). What data will be used to identify the 

lowest performing Title 1 schools (Tier 4) by June 2018 for required IL-Empower system of 

support during 18-19? 

 

Answer: ISBE will identify the lowest performing 5% of schools in early summer 2018 pending 

TAC recommendations and finalization of data. Additional information will be forthcoming. 

http://www.isbe.net/ed360


 

 

36. If a school covers grades 6-12, what data will serve as the basis for the Tier designation? 

 

Answer: The accountability system will consider the indicators for a school’s highest complete 

grade band as the basis for the tier designation. Thus, the summative designation for a school 

with grades 6-12 would result from the indicators required for grades 9-12. 

 

37. If we will receive a three-year designation in May, why does the change in indicators during 

2019-20 matter to me now?  Will the data be available for our district to have a “formative” 

score during the off years and how will this information be provided? 

 

Answer: Each school will receive a summative designation annually.  ISBE will identify schools for 

comprehensive supports every three years and targeted supports annually. ISBE will report on 

data that is collected but not used for the purposes of accountability.  

 

38. If all K-8 students are in one building, will there be one designation for the building or will that 

building receive two designations, K-5 and 6-8? 

 

Answer: Each school will receive one designation. The accountability system will consider the 

indicators for a school’s highest complete grade band as the basis for the tier designation. Thus, 

the designation for a K-8 school would result from the indicators required for grades PreK-8.  

 

39. How do Tier 1 and 2 schools apply to be IL-EMPOWER? Will there be any compensation to 

them? 

 

Answer: IL-EMPOWER is the statewide system of accountability and support available to all 

public schools in Illinois. ISBE is currently finalizing application requirements for Tier I and Tier II 

schools to serve as Professional Learning Partners and provide supports to other schools. ISBE 

will communicate this information to schools and districts in early summer 2018.  Should a Tier 

III or Tier IV school select the services of a Tier I or Tier II school, the Tier I or Tier II will receive 

reimbursement according to the rate negotiated between the district and ISBE, which is the 

standard procedure for any Professional Learning Partners.   

 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

 

40. Where, and to whom, should additional follow-up questions be addressed by schools? 

 

Answer: Please send additional questions to ESSA@isbe.net. 


