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ISBE School Nutrition Champion Award

▪ Congratulations to Katie 
Ford, Head Cook from 
Shawnee CUSD 84, the 
2023 Champion!

▪ Nominations accepted 
each Spring.  

▪ Watch the Outlook for 
complete information.  



Healthy School Meals for All (HB2471)

State Legislation language passed, sent to Governor. 

The proposal is subject to appropriation.

This means that School Food Authorities participating in the National School 
Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program may be able to get additional 
state reimbursement to make all meals no charge for all students if enough 
funding for the Healthy School Meals for All Program is approved by state 
lawmakers. 

This funding was not provided in the new state fiscal year (July 1, 2023, to 
June 30, 2024). 

Federal requirements for the School Nutrition Programs (NSLP, SBP, etc.) 
remain the same. 

Sponsors in the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, 
and other School Nutrition Programs should continue operations as normal. 

ILSNA - Local Food for School - 6-2023.pptx


Summer Meals! 

▪ Families and students can find the closest Summer 
Meal sites by texting FOOD or COMIDA to 304-304, 
calling (800) 359-2163, or visiting 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids to use the USDA 
Meals for Kids Site Finder. 

▪ No Kid Hungry runs the texting service, and the Illinois 
Hunger Coalition staffs the hotline phone number.

▪ Children 18 and younger can receive a free meal at 
open Summer Food Service Program and Seamless 
Summer Option sites operating across the state.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids


▪ Complete the Program Year 2024 WINS Program Application!

▪ Evaluate all programs!   Confirm Approval Letter!  

▪ Apply for CEP (if eligible and financially feasible) OR get Household 
Eligibility Applications (HEA) are ready.

▪ Apply for LFS Funding.   







USDA Reimbursement Rates

▪ As soon as they are released from USDA, we will share with 
all sponsors. 

▪ Watch What’s New on isbe.net/nutrition.
▪ Expected July 2023
▪ Throughout SY 2022-2023, the Keep Kids Fed Act (KKFA) 

provided schools additional financial support by temporarily 
increasing meal reimbursement rates for school meals, but 
these increases will expire on June 30, 2023.



Supply Chain Assistance (SCA) Funds 
Payment Amount

▪ Illinois was allocated $44,667,715

▪ This is the 4th round of SCA funding.  

▪ In Illinois:
▪ Round 1 = USDA Round 1 

▪ Round 2 = USDA Round 2 and 3

▪ USDA announced on June 2, 2023. 

▪ Expecting more guidance and will share with all 
schools once details are provided.   



Supply Chain Assistance Attestation Statement: 
General Conditions

An eligible SFA, must agree to the following conditions to request SCA funding: 

▪ Agrees to participate in the USDA funded School Nutrition Programs for all 
currently enrolled students (schools, grade groups, etc.) for the duration of the 
period of performance for SCA (date of attestation through September 30, 2023), 
or until SCA funds are depleted, whichever comes first;

▪ Confirms that the posted enrollment number reflects SFA enrollment in the USDA 
School Nutrition Programs;

▪ Experiencing supply chain disruptions and related financial difficulties/need which 
include unanticipated cancellation of food and supply contracts, lack of availability 
of certain foods, unexpected substitutions of food products, unpredictable 
increases in food and supply prices, and other obstacles related to supply chain 
situation of the USDA funded school nutrition program operations; 



Supply Chain Assistance Attestation Statement: 
Allowable Expenses

▪ Will only use funds to purchases domestic unprocessed or minimally processed 
foods in a wide variety of minimal processing states (whole, cut, pureed, etc.) 
and/or forms (fresh, frozen, canned, dried, etc.);
▪ Some allowable food products include:

▪ fluid milk and other dairy foods such as cheese or yogurt; 

▪ fruit and vegetables (including 100% juices); 

▪ grain products such as pastas and rice; 

▪ meats (whole, pieces, or food items such as ground meats); and 

▪ meat alternatives such as beans or legumes.

▪ Some unallowable food products include:
▪ Significantly processed or prepared food items

▪ Pre-made pizza;

▪ Baked goods, such as breads, muffins, or crackers;

▪ French fries, hash browns, or any formed potato item;

▪ Pre-packaged sandwiches or meals;

▪ Other prepared and/or precooked items such as chicken nuggets; and

▪ Non-domestic food products. 

▪ Will not use funds for any labor, indirect, or other administrative expenses; 

▪ Agrees to use funding for current/future allowable expenses;



Supply Chain Assistance Attestation Statement

▪ Will comply with nonprofit school food 
service account requirements as detailed at 
7 CFR 210.14;

▪ Will comply with all recordkeeping and 
review requirements per 7 CFR 
210.9(b)(17) and 7 CFR 210.18, which 
would include maintaining documentation 
demonstrating appropriate use of SCA 
funds; and 

▪ Will comply with all applicable Federal 
procurement and financial management 
requirements per 2 CFR 200. 



SCA Tracking Form - Sample 

▪ Will be posted for 
SFA use.





Local Food for Schools Funds and 
Supply Chain Assistance Funds

▪ Similar requirements for allowable products.

▪ Please ensure same products are NOT tracked for 
both funding sources. 



ISBE Local Wellness Policy Template

▪ Interactive Local Wellness Policy Template 

▪ Meets USDA requirements

▪ Turn-key Resource 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Local-School-Nutrition-Wellness-Policy.aspx



Local Wellness Policy: Triennial Assessment

▪ All schools participating in the National School Lunch Program 
and/or School Breakfast Program to complete a triennial 
assessment of their Local School Wellness Policy at least once 
every three years. 

▪ Triennial assessments must determine, for each participating 
school under its jurisdiction, 1) compliance with the wellness 
policy, 2) how the wellness policy compares to model wellness 
policies, and 3) progress made in attaining the goals of the 
wellness policy.



Financial Management 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-Financial-Management.aspx



USDA Professional Standards



Available Online Professional Development Options

▪ ISBE

▪ USDA

▪ Institute of Child Nutrition

▪ https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn

▪ University of Illinois Extension

▪ https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/

https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/


Summer Learning Institute Trainings Scheduled

▪ Aug. 1 in Pearl City

▪ Aug. 1 in Centralia 

▪ Aug. 3 in Roscoe

▪ Aug. 3 in Vandalia

▪ Aug. 7 in Robinson 

▪ Aug. 8 in Vernon Hills 

▪ Aug. 9 in Charleston 



USDA Smart Snacks

▪ Easy-to-understand tips on how 
to meet Smart Snacks standards 
and why they are important. 

▪ Share with anyone who sells 
foods and/or beverages to 
students outside of the school 
meals programs during the school 
day. 
▪ This may include school principals 

that might oversee vending 
contracts, snack bar managers, 
fundraising chairs, and local 
school wellness policy 
coordinators.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/guide-smart-snacks-school



Smart Snack Requirements

The nutrition standards apply to all 
foods/beverages sold to students: 

▪ Outside the school meals programs;

▪ On the school campus; and

▪ At any time during the school day

Applies to foods/beverages sold: 
• A la carte items

• In school stores 

• At snack bars 

• In vending machines

• For fundraising (i.e. bake sales)

Does not apply to foods/beverages:  
• Brought from home
• Fundraisers that occur outside of school
• Birthday/Classroom celebrations
• Sold in areas in which students have restricted 

access
• Sold as the entrée or main dish  of the 

reimbursable breakfast or lunch meals



General Food Standards

To be allowable for sale, a food item first must meet 
one of the following general standards: 

Be a whole grain-rich grain product

The first ingredient is either a fruit, 
vegetable, dairy, or protein food

Be a combination  food that contains at 
least ¼ cup fruit or vegetable

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/Policy-Memos/2012/SP30-2012os.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/SP23-2014os.pdf


Nutrient Standards

• Snack Items: ≤ 200 calories

• Entrée Items: ≤ 350 caloriesTotal Calories

• Total fat (≤ 35% of calories from total fat) 

• Saturated fat (<10% of calories from saturated fat)

• Trans fat (0 grams of trans fat)
Fats

• Snack items:  ≤ 200 mg 

• Entrée items: ≤ 480 mgSodium

• ≤35 % weight from total sugars in foodsSugar

Then, ensure the food(s) as packaged and sold meet the  
nutritional criteria for all of these nutrients: 



Smart Snacks Online Calculator 

▪ https://foodplanner.healthiergeneration.org/calculators/



SY2023-2024 WINS Annual Application

▪ Completed Annually - Updated Regularly! 

▪ WINS Application is now available, with a 
requested due date of June 30.

▪ Instructions are posted online on the main 
nutrition website under What’s New? 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/May2022-annualapplication.pdf



Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)

▪ Deadline:    June 30, 2023
▪ Data used to calculate the identified student 

percentage (ISP) is April 1 annually
▪ Check the CEP Group Information in WINS link for 

current participation information. 
▪ For CEP approved sponsors, if you are NOT currently at 

100% claiming free, take time to evaluate the identified 
student percentage now.   

▪ CEP Application completed in WINS.
▪ Training webinar, evaluation worksheets, other program 

guidance regarding CEP impact and more found online at 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Guidance-for-HHFKA.aspx.  

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Guidance-for-HHFKA.aspx


▪ Have a minimum level (40%) Identified Students as of April 1 in the year 
prior to implementing CEP; 

▪ Agree to serve free lunches AND breakfasts to all students for up to four 
consecutive years; 

▪ Agree to cover with non-Federal funds any costs of providing meals at no 
cost to all students above amounts provided in Federal assistance;

▪ Not collect free and reduced-price household eligibility applications from 
households in participating schools during the period of participation in the 
CEP;

▪ Count total breakfasts and lunches served to students; and 

▪ NOT be a residential childcare institution (RCCI) as that term is set forth in 
the definition of “School” in 7 CFR 210.2.

To be eligible for CEP, a school must: 



SY2023-2024 Household Eligible Applications

▪ Now Available

▪ SNAP/TANF case numbers – 9 digits case 
number

▪ Distribution of HEA can occur anytime 
AFTER July 1 annually.

▪ Recommend that you distribute HEA AFTER
you have directly certified students, as you 
would NOT distribute an HEA to any student 
directly certified.  

▪ Some schools have online systems for HEAs.   

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Household-Eligibility-Resources.aspx



Direct Certification with Medicaid –
Expansion to Reduced Price Eligibility

▪ Direct Certification matches include students eligible for 
reduced price meal benefits based on their participation 
in Medicaid at the appropriate reduced price income 
levels. 

▪ Such matches are on a separate downloadable export 
and print report.   

▪ It is important that these eligible students are notified 
and provided an HEA, as they may qualify for FREE 
meals benefits.  
▪ Case numbers should be monitored, as they cannot qualify 

for FREE based on a known REDUCED case number.



Save the Date: Direct Certification and Certification Training 

▪ August 9 from 1-2:30pm 
▪ Direct Certification

▪ August 10 from 1-2:30pm
▪ Certification of Household Eligibility Applications (HEAs)

▪ Registration links available under What’s New? At 
www.isbe.net/nutrition



ISBE Nutrition Programs 
Communication

• Outlook is published  every 
Monthly – July through June

• Mid-Month Communication sent 
via email

• Special Notification for MAJOR 
Issues
• Food Safety Alerts 
• Legislative Alerts

• UPDATE YOUR CONTACT 
INFORMATION IN WINS 
REGULARLY!   



Five Tips to Be in the Know

1. Monitor the “What’s New?” section 
at www.isbe.net/nutrition.

2. Use the A to Z Index of School Nutrition Programs
www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-A-to-Z-Index.aspx

3. Be sure to keep contacts up to date 
in WINS and EPS

4. Subscribe to The Outlook listserv 
at www.isbe.net/subscribe

5. Bookmark the SNP Administrative Handbook  

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-A-to-Z-Index.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/subscribe
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx


Pandemic – EBT (P-EBT)

▪ In partnership with the Illinois Department 
of Human Services (DHS)

▪ Provides monies directly to households to 
purchase food, due to the pandemic

▪ SY22-23 P-EBT

▪ Summer 2023 P-EBT

This will be the FINAL issuance of P-
EBT, due to the end of the Public 
Health Emergency.

NEW Summer EBT Program will 
begin Summer 2024.   More details 
will be shared once available.



SNP Back to School Conference 



Any Questions?  

Nutrition Department 

Illinois State  Board of Education
100 North First Street, W-270

Springfield, IL 62777-0001

Telephone: 800/545-7892 in Illinois only
217/782-2491

Fax: 217/524-6124

Email: cnp@isbe.net

Website: www.isbe.net/nutrition

mailto:cnp@isbe.net

