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When I think of Entitlement Dollars.



What are Entitlement dollars and how do you 
get them?
K-12 school districts receives a federal commodity dollars allotment each year to offset the cost of the school 
district’s meal programs. 

The dollars are calculated on the previous year’s meals reimbursement rate, currently at .3425 for NSLP (per lunch 
rate of .2350 Plus the 12% Provision dollars for the NSLP) 

Example:
329,443 total lunches served F, R & P (2018-19) x .3625 (2019-20 rate) 
= entitlement allotment of $119,423.05 for (2020-21) school year



How to spend/utilize your allotted entitlement 
dollars? 

There are three sources to utilize your entitlement dollars.

1. DOD Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Participation

2. Diversion to Processing 
a. K12 Foodservice 
b. ProcessorLink 

3. USDA Foods delivered (Brown Box)



https://www.isbe.net/nutrition





http://webapps.isbe.net/USDAFoods/LoginForm.aspx



Illinois Commodity System



Step 1 DOD Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Participation



How Much Should I put into DOD?

You Have 42 weeks of school 

You average $1,000 per week Fresh F & V

42 X $1,000 = $42,000 Total to The DOD 

Right?

NO!



Why?
School Breaks…

Thanksgiving, Winter Break, Spring Break 

and other multi day breaks 

End deliveries of DOD Middle of April

AND



FREE FOR ALL



What is the Free for all?

The state will announce the last date to use up all of the DOD 
commodities that have been requested. This is usually mid April

All of the unused funds are put into one account that anyone cane use 
until the money is used up. This usually opens late April or early May, 
depending on the funds that are available. 

This account becomes first come first serve until the funds are used up.  

I plan on approximately 30 weeks  
30 X $1,500 = $45,000 to DOD



Step 2 Diverting foods to Processing 



Step 2 Diverting foods to Processing 



Step 2 Diverting foods to Processing 



Diversion to Processing websites

K12 Foodservice ProcessorLink



Step 3 Choosing USDA Foods to be delivered 
(Brown Box)
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Step 3 Choosing USDA Foods to be delivered 
(Brown Box)

What’s Coming & When?
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Step 3 Choosing USDA Foods to be delivered 
(Brown Box)



My commodity usage over the last few years
Year I 
Started

→

Last Year →



Questions?

Kevin Harris, M.S. Ed, SNS
Director of Food Services 
McHenry School District 15


