
PETRA ALFRED 
 
 Present position  
Senior human factors scientist, Pacific Science & Engineering Group, San Diego, CA 
 
Work experience  
2012-present Senior human factors scientist, Pacific Science & Engineering Group 
2002-2012 Research psychologist, U.S. Army Research Laboratory 
2001-2002 Survey statistician, U.S. Army Research Institute 
1999-2001 Research fellow, Consortium of Universities 
 
Education 
M.S.,  human systems integration, Naval Postgraduate School, 2006 
M.A., industrial/organizational psychology, George Mason U., 2001 
B.A., psychology, U. of Maryland, 1999 
 
Current HFES activities   
Program chair, System Development Technical Group, 2017-present 
Member at large, San Diego Chapter, 2015-present 
 
Current activities in other professional organizations  
None listed 
 
Significant accomplishments and contributions to the profession  
Program chair, Macroergonomics Technical Group, 2010-2011 
Reviewer, Journal of Work, 2010-2011 
Department of the Army Achievement Medal for Civil Service, 2010 
Vice President, HFES Alamo Chapter, San Antonio, TX, 2007-2009 
 
Goals/direction for HFES  
If elected to the at-large Executive Council position, my primary goal will be to find ways for 
HFES to extend its reach and stay relevant among a new generation of interdisciplinary, non-
classically trained human factors and ergonomics professionals. Specifically, I think there is a 
great need for us to strengthen our partnerships with the highly related User Experience (UX) 
and Design discipline. As technology and products continue to advance, new disciplines will 
emerge, and we as a professional society must continue to evolve to meet these changing needs. 
From my experience, most have minimal knowledge of our discipline, and no desire to join our 
professional society. We must find ways to reach them, and align with their needs. I strongly 
believe outreach and education are key, however it must go both ways. Not only must we teach 
them about how they fit within the HFES community, but we must also listen and learn from 
them for the future of our Society. As a starting point, I plan to reach out to local university 
programs and attend local UX meetups, using the local San Diego chapter of HFES can serve as 
one potential means to begin bridging the gap.   
 
 


