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Message from the Chair 
Susan Stover, Kansas Geological Survey, G&S Chair 
  

Greetings from the Geology & Society 
Division! There are exciting offerings from 
G&S in 2018. Geoscience is so important to 
informed decision making by policy makers, 
industries and individuals on areas ranging 
from water to rare minerals, energy to 
geohazards. Share your knowledge. Take 
part in one or more of the following and share 
ideas you have on other ways to reach out.  
 
New this year is the E-an Zen Fund 
Geoscience Outreach Grant to support 

innovative methods to bring geoscience knowledge to public audiences. This first year 
offers two $1,500 grants. The 1-page proposal deadline is June 1, 2018, with award 
notification by August 1, 2018. It will be an annual grant with selection by the G&S 
board and a former GSA/USGS Congressional Science Fellow. Read more on the E-
an Zen grant in the newsletter, below. 
 
G&S offers a Best Student Paper award at the annual meeting with a resume-worthy 
framed certificate and a $500 check. Students that give a talk in a session sponsored/ 
co-sponsored by this Division are eligible.  To opt in, contact G&S second vice chair 
Beth Bartel (Bartel@unavco.org). Judges attend your talk and provide feedback if 
you’d like it. One area weighed in the judging is if the student considers how their work 
impacts society – the “why it matters” aspect. Congratulations to the 2017 winner, 
Jillian Deines, Michigan State University, for her talk Mapping Annual Irrigation 
Dynamics in the Northern U.S. High Plains Aquifer Using Landsat Satellite Data. 
 
Not ready to commit to a 15-minute talk? Rapid Fire Research: Communicating the 
Connections between Geoscience and Society for the Modern Attention Span (#T20) is 
for 5-minute talks with 3 minutes of Q&A. This is open to professionals and students. 
 
Societal issues within the geosciences is also a G&S concern. The Pardee 



 

Session Women Rising: Removing Barriers and Achieving Parity will be Monday 
afternoon, November 5, 2018. Jane Willenbring, at Scripps Institute of Oceanography, 
who arguably began the #MeToo in the geosciences, will talk on perseverance and 
holding people accountable. Gender is only one barrier; many experience obstacles 
due to race, sexual orientation, physical challenges, or having limited support 
networks. Interactive scenarios, programs shown to work, and small group discussions 
are part of this Pardee. 
 
Students - want strategies to get the most out of attending GSA? Enroll in Ready to 
Engage: Selling Yourself at GSA 2018 and Beyond, a 2-hour short course Saturday 
afternoon, November 3. Learn how to connect with audiences, meet peers, and leave 
positive impressions. 
 
Come talk with us at the Rocks & Hops Soiree, 7-9 p.m., Sunday, November 4, at 
Granite City Food & Brewery, Indianapolis. This soiree is co-sponsored by the Geology 
& Public Policy Committee, the GSA/USGS Congressional Science Fellow program, 
GeoCorps/ Geoscientists-in-the-National Parks, and the G&S Division. Beer, wine and 
soft drink tickets will be available from sponsoring group board members and at the 
G&S booth at GSA’s Saturday night’s ice breaker. 

 
 

Call for G&S Management Board Nominations 
Bruce R. Clark, The Leighton Group, Chair of G&S Nominating Committee 
 
If you’re interested in playing a more 
meaningful role in the future of our Division, 
consider volunteering your name for 
nomination or nominating a worthy 
colleague as a candidate for the 
Management Board of the Geology & 
Society Division. We will be electing one 
new Board member as the Second Vice Chair (who then moves through the chairs to 
First Vice Chair, Chair, and Past Chair over the next 4 years), and a second new Board 
member as the Student Representative (who serves a two-year term). The Student 
Representative must be a student at the time of the election, but need not be a student 



 

for the entire two years. Both Board Members must be members of the Geology & 
Society Division. The Nominations Committee will select the top nominees and submit 
them to the Division members for election that will be held by mail/email toward the 
end of May. 
 
If you are interested, please send a paragraph of interest including a brief CV that 
emphasizes your commitment to the mission of the Geology & Society Division to the 
G&S Nominations Committee, in care of Dr. Bruce R. Clark 
at brucerclark@gmail.com on or before May 15, 2018. 

 
 

G&S Best Student Paper Winner: Jillian M. Deines 
John Chermak, Virginia Tech, G&S Vice Chair 
  
Over 30 excellent student presentations were evaluated in Geology & Society (G&S) 
sponsored or co-sponsored sessions to determine the Best Student Paper Award at 
the 2017 Geologic Society of America (GSA) annual meeting in Seattle. Student 
papers presented in G&S sponsored or co-sponsored sessions were considered.  
  

The G&S student presentation award was given to Jillian 
M. Deines, Department of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences, Michigan State University (MSU) on the 
subject of Mapping Annual Irrigation Dynamics in the 
Northern U.S. High Plains Aquifer Using Landsat Satellite 
Data. Her advisors included Dr. David Hyndman in 
the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
and Dr. Jack Liu in the Department of Fisheries and 
Wildlife at MSU. 
  
The mission of the Geology & Society Division is to 
advance the concept of “geology working for society,” by 

providing GSA members with opportunities to bring together multiple fields of 
geoscience in order to address important societal issues, and by recognizing student 
members already working in this space. 
  



 

In recognition of Jillian Deines achievement, the G&S Division will present her with a 
certificate of award and check for $500 at the GSA 2018 Annual Meeting in 
Indianapolis. Congratulations to Jillian for her outstanding work. 

 
 

To Our Student Members 
Erin Barry, EA Engineering, Science, and 
Technology, G&S Student Representative 
  
Happy (finally) spring! Huge congrats to everyone 
graduating in the coming weeks! 
 
This has been a busy spring for the Geology & 
Society Division and our student initiatives, not least 
because of the fabulous work our Ad-hoc Student 
Advisory Committee has been putting in to create 
programming by students, for students:  
 
Students-Only Short Course on Networking: 
Ready to network at GSA 2018? In response committee input, G&S is co-sponsoring 
the short course 525. Ready to Engage: Selling Yourself at GSA 2018 and Beyond, for 
Students. The course runs from 2-4pm on the Saturday before the meeting and will be 
a great opportunity to meet other students and practice networking skills to maximize 
your meeting experience. Word is the instructors will also be focusing on 
communicating the societal relevance of your research, for all audiences. Thanks to 
G&S support, this two-hour course is only $5. Sign up when you register fo the 
meeting! 
 
Student-Convened Technical "Lightning" Session: 
Our top initiative has been a technical session for this year's annual meeting in 
Indianapolis, IN, entitled Rapid Fire Research: Communicating the Connections 
Between Geoscience and Society for the Modern Attention Span (or 'In Five Minutes or 
Less'). This innovative session, convened by students of G&S, will be composed of 5-
minute talks followed by brief Q&A. We hope this will provide an approachable, 
engaging, and fast-paced environment for everyone, especially students who may not 



 

have a complete research project to present or are working on their public speaking. 
Talks are to address the "So what?" of their given topic to keep sight of societal 
relevance, but can draw from any geoscience discipline. Consider submitting an 
abstract to session T20 and being a part of this first for GSA and G&S! 
 
Student Networking Event: 
We are also working hard to put together a student networking event at the annual 
meeting to take advantage of GSA's new "Student Lounge" space that will be available 
during the entirety of the annual meeting. This, in addition to G&S' ever-popular Rocks 
and Hops social, we hope will make G&S an even more valuable resource to our 
student members in getting to know one another and making the connections needed 
to advance your science and careers. 
 
So excited to see you all in November and share these events with you! As always, 
you can follow us on the G&S Facebook Group. Don't hesitate to reach out to me 
at eebarry1@gmail.com with any questions, requests, or to get involved! 

 
 

E-an Zen Fund Geoscience Outreach Grant  
David Szymanski, Bentley University, 
Past Chair 
 
GSA and the Geology & Society Division 
are pleased to announce a new grant 
opportunity: The E-an Zen Fund 
Geoscience Outreach Grant. 
  
The E-an Zen Fund is open to all GSA members interested in developing innovative 
methods to bring geoscience knowledge to public audiences. In the inaugural year 
(2018-19), two grants of $1,500 each will be awarded to fund projects designed by the 
applicants to communicate geoscience information to a lay audience with the goal of 
increasing the understanding of geoscience and its impact on society among non-
geoscientists and decision-makers. 
  
Please see the description and guidelines for more details, including how to apply, 



 

required application materials, and information about the selection process. Application 
materials should be submitted by 1 June 2018. 
  
Contact Dave Szymanski, G&S Past Chair, with questions! 

 
 

 

GSA Science Communication Fellowship 
Justin Samuel, GSA 
 
Looking to expand your professional 
horizons? Passionate about 
communicating science to society? 
Ready for a unique challenge? GSA’s 
Science Communication Fellowship is an 
opportunity for a science writer, journalist 
or scientist with a passion for communicating to spend 10 months gaining experience 
and professional contacts, working in concert with GSA communications and member 
leaders. Apply by 31 May! 

 
 



An Update from the GSA 
Geology and Public Policy 
Committee 
Candace Kairies-Beatty, Winona State 
University, GPPC representative to G&S 
 
News from the Geology and Public Policy 
Committee Spring Meeting 
 
Updates on Position Statements 
Removing Barriers to Career Progression in 
the Geoscience 
The position statement was edited and 
improved based on the largely positive 
feedback received during the comment 
period that ended on February 15th. GPPC 
reviewed the comments and suggestions 
along with the updated draft, and voted unanimously to recommend that Council adopt 
the position statement.   
  
Promoting Earth Science Literacy for Public Decision Making  
After making very minor revisions, the GPPC committee voted unanimously to 
recommend the position statement to Council for their approval. 
  
Critical Mineral Resources 
A subcommittee of the GPPC completed a thorough revision/edit to the statement to 
include technical changes and updated references. The committee voted unanimously 
to recommend that Council adopt the revised position statement following some 
additional minor edits. 
  
Potential Future Position Statement Revisions 
Managing U.S. Coastal Hazards 
Updates to the position statement are currently being considered by a subcommittee of 
the GPPC. Further discussion will occur at the fall 2018 GPPC meeting in Indianapolis. 



 

 
Public Investment in Earth Science Research 
GPPC discussed the potential need for updates to the position statement. A 
subcommittee formed to review the current statement will bring suggestions or a 
modified draft to the fall 2018 GPPC meeting in Indianapolis. 
 
GSA members are encouraged to use position statements in their outreach activities. 
Full versions of these and other position statements are available on the GSA Position 
Statements webpage. 
 
Other News 
Kasey White, GSA’s Director for Geoscience Policy, highlighted GSA’s activities and 
efforts on Capitol Hill, including Climate Science Day, cosponsoring Congressional 
briefings (including recent briefings on extreme floods and landslides), letters and 
testimony, and supporting geoscience caucuses (e.g., the Hazards Caucus, the 
Climate Solutions Caucus, and the Earth and Space Science Caucus). 
 
On the Monday following the GPPC meeting, seven members of the GPPC remained 
in D.C. to visit 20 Congressional offices and committees pertinent to the geosciences. 
Discussions focused on FY 2018 and FY 2019 funding for the USGS as well as other 
federal agencies, including NASA and NSF (stressing the importance of maintaining 
funding for earth science programs in the latter two), among other issues. 
 
The GPPS and G&S encourage GSA members to participate in Geosciences 
Congressional Visit Days on September 12-13. 

 
 



 

 

Stay Informed, Get Involved 
 
We invite you to actively engage with your division 
leadership and fellow members through the following 
forums. We are constantly looking for more ways to 
connect with and support our division membership. 
Please let us know how we can better serve you, 
and how you would like to be involved. 

• Join the discussion on our G&S Facebook 
Group 

• Join the discussion on the GSA G&S Member Community forum 
• Join us at Rocks and Hops in Indianapolis at the GSA Annual Meeting 
• Volunteer to be the G&S web administrator - a great way to introduce yourself 

to G&S leadership (contact jeff.rubin@tvfr.com) 
• Keep up on GSA's News from the Hill 
• Write a brief piece for a future G&S newsletter (contact bartel@unavco.org) 
• Students: Opt in to be considered for our 2018 Best Student Paper competition 

(more info to come after the meeting program is published) 
• Students and non-students: Volunteer to serve as a judge for the 2018 Best 

Student Paper competition (more info to come after the meeting program is 
published) 

• Students: Join or learn more about the G&S Ad-hoc Student Advisory 
Committee (contact eebarry1@gmail.com) 

 
 

	



 

Your Geology & Society Division Leadership 
 
Management Board 
Board Chair  Susan Stover, Kansas Geological Survey 
Board 1st Vice Chair  John Alan Chermak, Virginia Tech 
Board 2nd Vice Chair  Beth Bartel, UNAVCO 
Secretary-Treasurer  Jim Heller, Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
Past Chair  David W. Szymanski, Bentley University 
Past Past Chair  Bruce R. Clark, The Leighton Group 
Student Representative  Erin E. Barry, EA Engineering, Science, and Technology 
 
Supporting Positions 
G&S Communication and Engagement Coordinator  Beth Bartel, UNAVCO 
GSA Geology and Public Policy Committee Representative  Candace Kairies-
Beatty, Winona State University 
GSA Councilor/Division Liaison Representative  Mark Little, University of North 
Carolina 
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