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Greetings from the Chair 
 

Craig Cooper, Idaho National Laboratory 

 

Heartland Institute versus Peter Gleick: 

What are the lessons? 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to share a recent 

incident in the communication of climate science.  The 

incident involved a prominent scientist who has been 

involved in policy advocacy (Peter Gleick), and his 

interactions with an opposing advocacy group.  Media 

commentators have publicly discussed how Gleick’s 

actions have tarnished his reputation, and may impact 

public perception of climate science at large.  I 

encourage all of you to reflect on what lessons we can 

“take home”.  If any of you are unaware of the incident 

involving Peter Gleick (Pacific Institute) and the 

Heartland Institute (prominent policy/political advocacy 

group), I encourage you to go online and learn more 

about it.  Andrew Revkin (NY Times) and Stephen 

Stromberg (Washington Post) both have blogs that 

provide entry points for you to learn more. This episode 

offers a “teachable moment” in how to effectively 

communicate our science, and provides a motivation for 

our division to continue its efforts to teach scientists how 

to communicate effectively with the public. 

 

Briefly, this incident began when Peter Gleick received 

anonymous documents detailing the Heartland Institute’s 

strategy to confuse the public about climate science and 

policy.  After reviewing these documents, Gleick 

solicited additional information from the organization 

using someone else’s name and then passed the 

information on to media outlets.   
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR 

(Continued) 

The accusations in these documents cast the 

Heartland Institute in a bad light, and they 

have responded forcefully and angrily.  

Gleick has since apologized for his lack of 

judgment and breach of ethics, but the 

controversy continues to simmer and 

influence public discourse on climate 

science and its impacts. 

 

Those who oppose the Heartland Institute’s 

agenda might be tempted to cheer Gleick.  

However, that would be a mistake.  Gleick 

violated a fundamental rule of public 

discourse in scientific issues.  The integrity 

of science must be maintained at all costs.  

Integrity is at the heart of the scientific 

process.  It is the key principle that enables 

scientists to discriminate between what we 

wish were true, and what is actually true.  It 

cannot be applied selectively – but must 

rather lie at the heart of all that we do. 

 

We are all human, and we all make mistakes.  

Many of us are passionate about 

communicating science to the public in order 

to help “save society” from bad choices.  

Gleick has reminded us that our passion can 

also be a weakness, and he has a valuable 

lesson to teach.  I encourage all of you to 

reflect on this incident, engage in 

discussions with your colleagues, and then 

help host forums to help discover how we 

can most effectively promote science and 

counter the untruths and distortions that may 

arise in response to our work. 

 

Thank you for all that you do.  The division 

looks forward to hearing your ideas. 

 

 

 

DIVISION FINANCIAL REPORT 

REVEALS A SUCCESSFUL YEAR 

 
Jon Goodwin 

Illinois State Geological Survey 

G&S Division Secretary-Treasurer 

 

The table below, provided by Mary Kerns at 

GSA headquarters, summarizes the financial 

status of the Geology and Society Division 

as of the end of the third quarter of the fiscal 

year.  The main additions to expenditures are 

the $410 spent for rental for exhibit booth 

spaces at the Northeastern ($110), 

Southeastern ($150) and North-Central 

($150) section meetings, and the $53.85 cost 

of a teleconference call for the management 

board held in January 2012. 

 

Attracting new members 

 

We are continuing to mount exhibits at as 

many section meetings as possible. 

Management Board members Larry Davis 

(1
st
 Vice Chair) and Suzanne O’Connell (2

nd
 

Vice Chair) set up the G&S Division’s booth 

at the Northeastern Section meeting in 

Hartford in mid-March, and Kelly Vance, 

the Southeastern Section’s representative on 

the Geology and Public Policy Committee, 

again offered his services to set up our booth 

at the Southeastern Section meeting in 

Asheville, NC. Your Secretary-Treasurer, 

Jon Goodwin, was operating our booth at the 

North-Central Section meeting in Dayton, 

OH, starting on Sunday, April 22.  

Regrettably, we weren’t able to find 

volunteers to mount exhibits at the South-

Central, Rocky Mountain and Cordilleran 

Division meetings this year.  
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What’s Deferred Dues Income? 

 

Referring to the table again: Mary Kerns 

explained that “Deferred Dues Income” is an 

accounting system used by GSA to reflect 

the possibility that a member who has paid 

his/her dues for the year might decide to 

drop his/her membership part-way through 

the year and GSA would have to refund that 

portion of the dues not yet consumed.  Each 

month, 1/12
th
 of the “Deferred Dues 

Income” is transferred up to the “Dues 

Income” line under the Revenue Sources 

category.  The total amount of dues paid to 

the G&S Division for the FY 2012 fiscal 

year, therefore, is the sum of the Deferred 

Dues and the Dues Income lines.  From 

Quarter 2 to Quarter 3, that sum has 

increased by $384, so we’re doing OK on 

dues being paid, and people don’t seem to be 

bailing out of their memberships. 

 

Future Expenditures 

 

The expenditures for the remainder of the 

fiscal year are expected to be modest. Some 

of the expenses for the annual meeting in 

Charlotte will have to be paid during the 

final quarter of 2012, but most of the 

expenses for the 2012 annual meeting will 

be paid during the first and second quarters 

of Fiscal 2013.  Those expenses will be 

covered in that fiscal year’s dues cycle. 

 

Contributing To Support Annual 

Operations 

 

If you’d like to contribute to the operating 

budget of the Division, you can do so 

through the GSA Foundation.  Just write a 

check to the GSA Foundation and enclose it 

with a letter stating that your contribution is 

for the current operating expenses of the 

Geology and Society Division.  As you can 

see, some $4,050 has been contributed for 

this purpose since the Division was founded  

in 2003 and arrangements were made with 

the Foundation to transfer those funds to the 

Division’s operating budget during FY 2012.  

Currently, so far as I know, such 

contributions cannot be made through a 

credit card payment. 

 

During an upcoming conference call, the 

Management Board will discuss specific 

projects for which contributions could be  

 

solicited not only from the membership, but 

also from the whole GSA membership, and 

from external sources.  We’d welcome any 

suggestions the members of the Division 

may have for projects/missions to be 

undertaken by the Division that could 

generate contributions. 

 

 

For the Nine Months Ending March 31, 2012 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

 

  REVENUE SOURCES 

 Division Dues Income $1,372.73 

Contributions 4,050.00 

 

___________ 

          Total Revenue 5,422.73 

  EXPENSES 

 Contract Services 31.25 

Postage, Shipping, Freight 31.09 

Grants & Awards, Cash 1,438.49 

Catering & Entertainment 544.27 

Building/Facilities Rental, 

Space Event Fees 410.00 

Utilities/Telephone  53.85 

          Total Expenses    2,508.95 

 

__________ 

NET INCOME/(LOSS)    2,913.78 

 

__________ 

  STATEMENT OF 

FINANCIAL POSITION 

 

  ASSETS 

 Cash 5,615.79 

          Total Assets 5,615.79 

 

__________ 

LIABILITIES AND 

EQUITY 

 Deferred Dues Income 1,150.26 

Net Assets, Begin. of Year 1,551.75 

Net Income/Loss Current 

Year 2,913.78 

 

___________ 

UNRESTRICTED NET 

ASSETS, Year to Date 5,615.79 



 

  4 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT 

SOUTHEASTERN SECTION MEETING 

FEATURES GEOLOGY AND SOCIETY 

 

Kelly Vance 

Georgia Southern University 

 

The 2012 Southeastern Section Meeting 

turnout was strong with ~ 755 registrations.  

Approximately 53% of the registrations were 

students and the undergraduate research 

showing was quite impressive with 88 poster 

presentations. The Southeastern Section 

Board meeting included a substantial amount 

of preparation for the 2013 meeting in 

Puerto Rico. The Geology and Public Policy 

Committee set up and ran a booth for the 

Geology and Society Division for the 

duration of the meeting.  One of the two 

Keynote Addresses of particular interest to 

the Geology and Society Division was 

delivered by Richard M. Wooten, Senior 

Geologist with the North Carolina 

Geological Survey.  The address was 

“Landslide Hazard Mapping 2005-2011: 

Findings and Lessons Learned”.  The 

address documented the important geologic 

hazard mapping of debris flows and other 

mass wasting events, usually triggered by 

heavy rainfall.  The termination of this 

successful and productive program is also a 

stark reminder of the uphill battle faced by 

any program that encourages restriction of 

development.  

 

 

 
Figure 1: Boulders on the Blue Ridge Parkway from the 

April 24, 2003, rockslide northeast of Asheville. (NC 
Geol. Survey) 

AWG 35TH ANNIVERSARY 

CONVENTION - A LIFETIME OF 

LEADERSHIP - MARCH 16 & 17 

 

Marilyn J. Suiter 

Program Director for Special Activities 

National Science Foundation 

The Association for Women Geoscientists 

(AWG) held its 35th Anniversary 

Convention in March 2012 in Hartford, 

Connecticut. The convention preceded the 

Geological Society of America Northeastern 

section meeting.  The AWG history, posted 

at the AWG website (www.awg.org/) 

indicates that AWG was founded in 1977 in 

the San Francisco Bay area. The early 

members met informally to discuss their 

research and their career situations. This 

year’s meeting theme was “A Lifetime of 

Leadership” to honor the many leaders and 

leadership efforts of the Association. 

The organizers – including Sara Welna, 

Heidi Hoffower, and Charlene Sundermann, 

AWG Presidents (one current and two past-

presidents) with a number of others 

supporting specific elements -- did a superb 

job in organizing and convening the 

meeting. Field trips on Friday were to 

Dinosaur Park and Peabody Museum of 

Natural History. Saturday’s schedule 

included two speakers: Denise Cox of Storm 

Energy and Marilyn Suiter of NSF. Denise 

Cox was an energetic speaker and gave 

focused guidance on job and leadership 

skills, with particular emphasis on extractive 

mineral industries. Marilyn Suiter’s 

presentation was an overview of her career 

told through stories and lessons learned, 

focusing on values and choices. The 

luncheon keynote was given by Marcia 

McNutt, Director of the USGS, who gave an 

informative and very personal overview of 

her career with specific comments on 

decision points and choices made. 

On Saturday afternoon there was a series of 

workshops.  Monica Ramirez, University of 

Montana-Helena, led a grant-

writing workshop, and two women from the 

American Chemical Society’s (ACS) 
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COACH project -- Lee Warren and Nancy 

Houfek, both of Harvard University -- led a 

workshop on strategic persuasion that was 

designed to provide attenders with skills to 

succeed in accomplishing their goals in 

negotiations and meetings. Both activities 

receive high praise from attenders. The third 

workshop was a trip to the late 19
th
 century 

writers’ enclave of Nook Farm in Hartford, 

led by Suzanne O’Connell, Wesleyan 

University. This group of homes and gardens 

included the residences of Mark Twain and, 

most notably, Harriet Beecher Stowe, the 

author of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” The visit 

was very informative and motivating (and 

the afternoon was 

lovely, so being 

outdoors part-time 

was a bonus). 

 

Plenary sessions 

included updated 

information on the 

status/activities of 

the association and 

the foundation. 

There were photos 

from past meetings 

of AWG, AWGF, 

and the past presidents’ retreats. It was great 

to have a good number of past presidents 

present to contribute to the celebration of 

AWG longevity. The two sponsored 

receptions were excellent networking 

sessions, and many folks attending the NE 

GSA meeting also attended. (See the 

conference program at the AWG website)  

AWG looks forward to the celebration of 

GSA’s 125
th

 anniversary in Denver in 2013. 

 

 

PARTICIPATE IN GEOSCIENCE 

CONGRESSIONAL VISITS DAYS 

 

Kasey White 

GSA Director for Geoscience Policy 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Come to Washington D.C. for the 

Geoscience Congressional Visits Day 

September 11-12, 2012 to 

meet with your Members 

of Congress and let them 

know about the issues 

facing the geoscience 

community and how 

geoscience can contribute 

to many of the issues they address such as 

climate change, fracking, energy policy, 

funding for the National Science Foundation 

and U.S. Geological Survey, and minerals 

development. Join other geoscientists for a 

day of briefings and training on the workings 

of Congress followed by a day of visits to 

key congressional offices. GSA staff will 

arrange your visits and provide materials.  

Please contact GSA’s Director for 

Geoscience Policy Kasey White at 

kwhite@geosociety.org or 202.669.0466 for 

more information or to sign up.  

 

 

POPULAR GEOLOGY WRITING AT 

THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL. 

 

Robert Titus, Hartwick College 

Oneonta, New York 

 

I used to be a very conventional professional 

scientific researcher. I spent 25 years, or so, 

studying the paleontology and patterns of 

evolution in the Ordovician Trenton 

Limestone of New York State. I published 

mostly in the Journal of Paleontology. 

However, over the past 20 years, I have 

increasingly shifted my focus to popular 

science writing, addressing that writing to 

first the residents of the Catskills, and then 

broadening to include the residents of the 

Hudson Valley. I continue to teach at 

Hartwick College, but make my residence in 

the eastern Catskills where I do most of my 

writing.  

 

I have recently completed my fourth book on 

the geology of the region and will soon 

publish my 500
th

 article in area newspapers 

and the regional magazine Kaatskill Life. I 

generally do, annually, a dozen or so public 

appearances, lectures, slide shows and 

geology walks. I have done a number of 

Figure 2: Harriet Beecher 

Stowe Home 

mailto:kwhite@geosociety.org
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local radio and television appearances. All 

this is, quite deliberately, grass roots. I am 

focused on raising the profile of our regional 

geology among the region’s populace. 

 

My flagship publication is in each of the 

quarterly issues of Kaatskill Life. I have been 

in every issue since 1991. I am allowed five 

pages, in each issue, with many full color 

photos. I have been doing mostly monthly 

articles with the Woodstock Times since 

1996. Woodstock is an educated, affluent 

community and I am able, and expected, to 

write at a more literate level for this 

audience. I have been doing weekly columns 

for the Register Star – Hudson Valley, 

Catskills newspaper chain (four papers) the 

past three years   

http://www.registerstar.com/columnists/win

dows_through_time/. This audience is more 

blue-collar and my focus is in introducing 

them to the basics of geology. This 

community is also more Protestant than most 

and I lead with a soft sell approach to the old 

earth concept, and theory of evolution. I 

have done considerable work with other 

papers – the Greenville Press and the 

Columbia County Independent. Sadly both 

of those papers closed in these troubled 

times. 

 

I interact with numerous civic groups. I like 

to work with local land conservancies, 

historical societies and outdoors groups. 

They, more and more frequently, approach 

me, as my presence has become more widely 

known. 

 

The focus of my writing is always 

deliberately local. All of us, in geology, are 

familiar with scores and even hundreds of 

outcrops and geological sites found where 

we live. Each is a potential newspaper 

column. All of us can travel through our 

regions and tell stories of the local 

geological history. These tales of the distant 

past are fascinating to a large segment of the 

general public. There is a natural interest, 

which is not necessarily manifest with the 

other sciences. 

 

My purpose here is to encourage some, or 

many of you to join me in this endeavor. 

Professional scientists need to reach out to 

the general public and this is an excellent 

way to accomplish this. In the future I plan 

to write more about this in this newsletter. 

You can reach me at titusr@hartwick.edu 

 

 
 

RIO +20: UNITED NATIONS 

CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT - RIO DE JANEIRO, 

BRAZIL June  20-22, 2012 
 

The United Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development (UNCSD) is being 

organized in pursuance of General Assembly 

Resolution 64/236. The Conference will take 

place in Brazil on 4-6 June 2012 to mark the 

20th anniversary of the 1992 United Nations 

Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED), in Rio de Janeiro, 

and the 10th anniversary of the 2002 World 

Summit on Sustainable Development 

(WSSD) in Johannesburg. It is envisaged as 

a conference at the highest possible level, 

including Heads of State and Government or 

other representatives. To learn more, see: 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/about.html 

 

 
 

http://www.registerstar.com/columnists/windows_through_time/
http://www.registerstar.com/columnists/windows_through_time/
mailto:titusr@hartwick.edu
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/about.html
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THE CHANGING…AND 

UNCHANGING…ROLE OF 

GEOSCIENCE IN OUR DIGITAL 

SOCIETY 

 

Harvey Thorleifson 

GSA 2011 Annual Meeting Chair 

State Geologist of Minnesota 

 

We geologists are passionate about geology. 

We are enthusiastic about our pursuit of an 

understanding of earth process, material, and 

history. We are enthralled by rocks and 

minerals, by soil and water, by landscapes 

and history. But this is not why we have our 

jobs, nor why we are funded. We are 

employed and funded because we bring 

benefits essential to society. 

 

Humans yearn for health, wealth, security, 

and heritage. Health encompasses physical 

and spiritual wellness, freedom from pain 

and disability, as well as enjoyment of 

longevity. Wealth spans the ability to 

acquire the materials and energy that allow 

us to optimize our existence. Security 

involves constraint and control of the risk of 

abrupt injury or death. Heritage encompasses 

our ancestors and descendants, arts and 

culture, and our natural heritage.  

 

In the protection of public health, we play a 

broad range of roles: ensuring the integrity 

of waste disposal ranging from landfills to 

nuclear waste; understanding naturally-

occurring toxic substances such as arsenic in 

water and cadmium in soils; and protection 

of our drinking water sources. The 

geosciences contribute broadly to our 

wealth, including the provision of energy, 

raw materials, and water resources. In the 

field of security, we contribute to 

minimizing risks associate with hazards such 

as earthquakes and volcanoes; dealing with 

climate change; and helping to understand 

topics such as flooding and shoreline 

recession. In the field of heritage, our 

contribution is huge, from an understanding 

of the history of our planet and evolution of 

life, to asserting sovereignty over 

landmasses. 

 

Geologists therefore play many roles in 

society, and our roles are well coordinated. 

We conduct research on concepts, mapping 

of areas, monitoring of phenomena over 

time, exploration in support of business 

decisions; we act as consultants, we lead 

programs of formal education, we arrange 

outreach with the public to convey 

information and to learn about needs, we 

engage in advocacy to ensure that 

development of public policy is supported by 

needed information, we are engaged in 

regulatory functions in fields related to 

geology, we manage resources, and we put 

much effort into the coordination of the 

geoscience community. 

 

 

Our product is 

information, in the 

form of reports, 

maps, and 

databases. In the 

now-distant past, 

people gained 

access to these 

information 

products through 

library card 

catalogs, and 

publication sales outlets. Today, the web is 

by far the most important vehicle for 

dissemination of information.  In the past, 

geological surveys would prepare a proposal 

for a project, acquire funding, conduct field 

work, do analyses, and prepare a map, 

database, and/or report. We would print 

copies of these products, and distribute them 

free of charge to libraries and partner 

agencies with whom we had a reciprocal 

agreement. We would put the remaining 

stock in publications sales, and sell copies 

until we ran out. Then, we would declare the 

publication to be out of print. At that stage, 

we would accept no responsibility for the 

publication, and we would refer interested 

users to libraries or interlibrary loan. 
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This has changed. Our publications are 

coming home, both literally and figuratively. 

They are literally coming home in the form 

of inventory reductions at libraries that no 

longer have room for our publications, and 

who beg us to accept them back. 

Fortunately, we now can readily scan and 

make searchable every publication we have 

ever produced. If there is a geologic issue in 

society, we have a responsibility to provide 

whatever information we can possibly 

provide without delay. The best way to do 

this is to submit large batches to a 

contractor, and ensure that the resulting web-

accessible versions are searchable based on 

optical-character-recognition (OCR) 

methods. We can wait for Google to do this 

for us, or we can accept that it is our 

responsibility to get it done. 

 

We are entering a world in which all of our 

information is, or will be, digital. Whether 

we are happy about this or not, users will 

demand that every map be zoomable from 

global to continental to regional to local 

scale. Expectations will escalate, so that we 

must produce 3D maps in which the 

thickness of multiple strata is mapped. Maps 

will be stitched together and reconciled, so 

that maps must become seamless mapping.  

We still require paper copies as backup, and 

traditional paper geologic maps still have a 

role. They are familiar, a format that will be 

usable decades into the future, printed with a 

thorough legend, and the format we use to 

facilitate authorship and peer review. 

 

Information agencies are distilling what they 

have to offer into a clear menu of linked 

databases, such as publications, geological 

mapping, geological observations and 

measurements, geological collections, 

geophysical data, and geochemical data. The 

goal of many agencies is to turn 100% of 

their databases into Open Geospatial 

Consortium (OGC)- compliant 

georeferenced web services. This will allow 

users working in multiple GIS platforms, 

and multiple web sites, to subscribe to our 

constantly-evolving databases, rather than 

forcing users to come to our web sites. 

The value of what we do can be 

quantitatively measured based on the 

funding we receive. We are funded to 

develop new geoscience information to 

support hydrocarbon exploration, mineral 

exploration, environmental and geotechnical 

consulting, the federal geological survey, 

state geological surveys, and research. 

According to AGI, the total of this activity 

adds up to $57 billion.  AGI also indicates 

that there are 265,000 geoscientists in the 

US, implying salary and project expenses on 

the order of $200,000 per person, which 

sounds about right. Given that the US 

economy now consists of $14 trillion in 

transactions per year, we see that the US 

geoscience information industry receives on 

the order of 1% of all expenditures in the 

nation. A similar level applies in Canada. 

This is huge. 

 

We thus have an obligation to society to 

spend these funds wisely, so that we 

efficiently and effectively provide the 

greatest possible return in the form of 

enhanced quality of life throughout our 

nation and the world. 

  

In conclusion, geology is an essential service 

needed by every member of our society. We 

are fortunate to be able to pursue our 

passions with the aid of such generous 

funding. Society is wise to invest in us, as 

we take our obligations to society very 

seriously, and we strive to return the 

maximum possible societal benefits that 

easily justify their investment. 
 

 

NEW! KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST 

NEWS FROM THE HILL.  

 

Subscribe to GSA's Geology & Public 

Policy RSS feed at 

http://www.geosociety.org/rss/gppNews.xml 

and have the headlines come to you. Recent 

updates include videos of GSA- sponsored 

briefings, new hydraulic fracturing 

regulations, release of greenhouse gas 

emission data, a new White House report on 

http://www.geosociety.org/rss/gppNews.xml
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energy, and a new open government 

initiative.  

 

 
 

 

SPECIAL FEATURE ARTICLE 

 

“USING GEOLOGY TO HELP THE 

PEOPLE OF SAN SALVADOR ISLAND, 

BAHAMAS AND USING SAN 

SALVADOR TO HELP OURSELVES 

PART 2: SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL.” 

 

R. Laurence Davis 

University of New Haven 

 

In the previous G&S newsletter, I described 

how the complex geology of San Salvador 

Island affected water supply and 

contaminant transport.  In this issue, I 

conclude my article about the island by 

describing the challenges of waste disposal 

on an island honeycombed with caves.  First, 

a little review. 

 

San Salvador Island is located in the east-

central part of the Bahamian island chain. It 

is composed of a thick (>3000 m) sequence 

of young carbonate rocks. Most of the 

islands in the chain are the emergent por-

tions of much larger submerged platforms. 

San Salvador, however, is isolated from 

these and sits on a narrow platform of its 

own.  

 

  

  

San Salvador is approximately 20 kilometers 

long and 12 kilometers wide. There is a low 

area along the shore ranging in width from a 

few tens of meters to a kilometer or so. All 

development has taken place there, and most 

of the island’s 1600 residents live in this 

area. In the interior are a series of arcuate 

ridges up to 40 meters high.  

 

 

These are consoli-

dated dunes 

formed from 

sediments which 

blew off the 

exposed platform 

during the 

Pleistocene low 

sea-level stands. 

Between many 

ridges are 

hypersaline lakes, 

some connected 

directly to the 

ocean by 

subsurface conduits, and others are isolated, 

receiving water from precipitation and 

seepage .  Caves and subsurface conduits 

have developed in many places along the 

shore and in the interior, generally at or near 

sea level. Because sea level rose and fell 

during glacial times, caves have developed 

to a depth of about 105 meters, creating a 

“swiss cheese” effect. The lack of soils, the 

karstified rock, and the many bedrock 

exposures make all sorts of waste disposal 

extremely difficult.  

  
I want to discuss the consequences of one 

other project that dealt with some of the 

fallout from the arrival of a Club Med resort 

on San Salvador. I have heard some describe 

these resorts as a “cruise ship that never 

leaves port”. Like cruise ships, Club Meds 

feature unending buffets. A guest arriving to 

dinner at say, 9:30, has every right to expect 

the same bounty as one who arrives at 7:30. 

The result of this is tremendous waste.  

 

N 
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On a small island, waste disposal is a real 

problem. This was already so before Club 

Med. There were two dumps (they were not 

landfills) where all the waste was carted. The 

next figure shows one of these at the 

northeast corner of San Salvador. Rats and 

flies were abundant and troublesome, and 

the tremendous amount of food available 

turned them into a plague.  

 

 
San Salvador dump before “renovation” 

University of New Haven graduate student 

Matt Robinson had already produced a GIS 

for San Salvador (Robinson and Davis, 

1999). For his master’s thesis (Robinson, 

2001) he used that GIS to look at land use 

capabilities. Based on a variety of 

environmental and economic criteria, he 

recommended several sites that would be 

suitable for a new landfill. It so happened 

that the prime recommendation was the 

existing site of the dump shown above. 

Subsequently, the government built a new, 

modern landfill here. They also forced 

everyone (including Club Med) to take their 

waste there. The result was especially 

gratifying. Today, rats and flies are no 

longer a problem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons learned 

 

It is hard to sum up all the lessons that my 

students and I have learned in the 26 years 

that I have been going to San Salvador. We 

have worked on challenging problems, 

encountered many “no, that can’t possibly be 

so!!” moments, met some wonderful people 

and been privileged to count them as friends, 

seen some fantastic scenery, and had many 

laughs. I think, however, that I will close 

with excerpts from a piece written by Kara 

Villone. Kara is an undergraduate 

environmental science major at the 

University of New Haven and she was on 

this years’ field trip to the island that 

returned only a couple of weeks ago as I 

write this.  Kara wrote: 

 

“The time spent on San Salvador in and 

out of class was an amazing experience that I 

am glad to have had. It is an island of great 

diversity and complexity, and it is a great 

place to learn by observation…The trip 

helped to put the lectures we had heard into 

a real life situation where we could apply the 

processes at hand…Another aspect of the 

trip that I really enjoyed was meeting people 

from other schools and hearing about what 

they had been doing during their visit to the 

island…The way that the majority of the 

world lives is a concept that doesn’t have 

much meaning unless you witness or 

experience it first-hand. Seeing how 

differently they lived and how little 

resources they have available to them really 

changed how I think about my own life and 

the things I have access to…. Experiencing 

what it is like in a different country was 

something that I will never forget, and I am 

glad that my first foreign experience was 

such a great one. San Salvador is a beautiful 

place and the people on the island are 

extremely friendly and welcoming…a nice 

change from the personality of the 

northeastern United States…It is something 

that I will take with me wherever I go.” 

 

 

 

 

New landfill that is no longer a “dump”. 
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GEOLOGY AND PUBLIC POLICY 

COMMITTEE HAS A BUSY AND 

PRODUCTIVE YEAR 

 

Tom Evans 

Assistant Director, Wisconsin Geological 

and Natural History Survey 

 

Recently, I was 

privileged to represent 

our division at the 

Spring 2012 Geology 

and Public Policy 

Committee (GPPC) 

meeting in Washington, 

DC.  The meeting was 

held on the afternoon of 

March 10 and the morning of March 11. 

   

Public policy is obviously important to GSA 

and there are three different expressions of 

that reality in the context of GSA’s mission 

and values: the GPPC, the Washington DC 

Office, and the Geology and Society 

Division.  The complementary functions of 

these three policy arenas within GSA are 

described at 

www.geosociety.org/publicpolicy/. 

  

As you know, the GPPC – a creature of GSA 

Council – is charged with providing advice 

to GSA Council on issues of public policy 

and the geosciences.  The products that flow 

out of this committee take the form mainly 

of Position Statements, formal expressions 

of GSA-wide perspectives that inform our 

members on specific public policy issues and 

are our professional organization’s stance on 

these issues.  GSA currently has 17 Position 

Statements, 2 white papers, and 4 critical 

issues.  These similar, but different, policy 

vehicles are described and are available at 

http://www.geosociety.org/geopolicy/.   

 

The GPPC is the principal mechanism used 

to peer review these different policy 

expressions and develop new “products,” 

revise/modify previously developed 

products, or to remove existing policy 

products that are no longer at issue. The 

committee includes 18 voting members, 

including representatives from sections (7), 

our division (1), GSA student members (1), 

GSA Council (1), congressional science 

fellows (2), at–large members (5), and the 

GPPC past-chair (1).  A chair and chair-elect 

are selected by the committee members from 

among these 18. 

 

In the past year, GPPC has taken the 

following actions: 

 

1. Recommended approval of new Position 

Statements on “Geoheritage” and 

“Supporting Planetary Exploration.” 

 

2. Recommended approval of revised 

Position Statements on “Water Resources”, 

“The Value of Geologic Mapping,” and 

“Geoscience and Natural Hazard Policy” 

(with additional minor changes). 

 

3. Recommended endorsement of AAU 

document, “Statement and 

Recommendations on Visa Problems 

Harming America’s Scientific, Economic, 

and Security Interests” to replace GSA’s 

position statement “Visas for Foreign 

Scientists and Students” adopted in 2005. 

 

4. Recommended approval of a Position 

Statement proposal on “Critical Mineral 

Resources.” 

 

5. Recommended minor changes to the 

Position Statement process requiring 

publication in GSA Today. 

 

6. Recommended for comment by GSA 

Council a draft Position Statement on 

“Rewarding Professional Contributions”.  

This is a significant revision of existing 

position statement on “Valuing Professional 

Contributions to Geoscience Public Policy 

and Education.” 

 

At the annual Spring meeting of GPPC in 

Washington, the Committee took the 

following actions: 

 

1. Reviewed and discussed proposed 

file:///C:/Users/mcdowell.OS/AppData/Local/Temp/www.geosociety.org/publicpolicy/
http://www.geosociety.org/geopolicy/
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position statement on “The Role of Geology 

in Waste Management.”  

 

2. Reviewed and discussed proposed 

Position Statement on “The Role of Geology 

in Planning and Building Infrastructure.”   

3. Discussed a Position Statement Proposal 

on the “Role of Geology in Coastal 

Management.”   

 

4. Discussed and proposed major revision to 

the existing GSA Position Statement (May 

2009) on “Integrating Geoscience in 

Sustainable Land-Use Management”. 

 

5. Proposed minor revisions to GSA Position 

Statement (adopted 2005; revised 2009) on 

“Geoscience Data Preservation.”  

 

6. Discussed possibility of a new Position 

Statement on “Open Data Access.” 

 

7. Extensively discussed hydraulic fracturing 

(hydrofracking) as it relates to shale gas 

development.  The Committee is considering 

development of a Special Statement in order 

to address issues of timeliness. 

 

8. Extensively discussed development of a 

GSA White Paper: “Towards a Sustainable 

Energy Future.”  GSA Council has asked for 

development of a Position Paper on the role 

of geology in energy policy and the GPPC is 

preparing to recommend the development of 

a White Paper instead.  Eldridge Moores is 

heading up this activity. 

 

As you can see, the Geology and Public 

Policy Committee of GSA is very active in 

promoting the Society’s engagement in 

critical issues.  Our work is never dull, and 

sometimes contentious, but we are all proud 

to be using our geoscience knowledge to 

serve GSA and advance our society in 

general.  I encourage you to follow our work 

and activities in GSA Today, and at the 

websites mentioned above. 

 

 

 

 

A HAIKU CONTEST 

EARTH SERVICE EXPRESSED IN VERSE 

WRITTEN ON YOUR BACK 

 

Rob McDowell, G&S Newsletter Editor 

University of Georgia 

 

The Division of Geology and Society is 

requesting haiku submissions from G&S 

Division members and GSA membership at 

large.  The purpose of the haiku should be to 

capture the essence of what it means to use 

geoscience to serve society.  It can be about 

anything from discovery of our world, to 

teaching, to whatever our members think the 

phrase "Geology Serving Society" means. 

 

G&S 

Division 

members can 

start 

submitting 

haiku 

now.  We 

will soon have an announcement on the 

Division website and in GSA Today for other 

GSA members.  We will gather submissions, 

screen them for appropriateness, and display 

them at the G&S booth at the annual 

meeting.  The winner will be decided by 

votes collected at the booth. All GSA 

members can vote, but G&S Division 

members can vote “early and often” 

(maximum of 3 votes, please). 

 

The contest winner will have their haiku put 

on a Division T-shirt.  The winner can have 

their name on the shirt as author of the 

haiku, or may honor whomever they wish 

with a short, appropriate phrase in place of 

the author.  The shirts will be sold at GSA 

meetings as a Division fund-raiser to help 

support our Distinguished Speaker Fund, 

and other endeavors.  Multiple submissions 

are allowed, and encouraged. 

 

Send your “Geology Serving Society” haiku 

submissions to mcdowell@cviog.uga.edu.  

Be sure to put “Haiku” in the subject line 

of your e-mail. The deadline is Friday 

October 19, 2012. 

mailto:mcdowell@cviog.uga.edu

