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Greetings from the Chair 
 
 
Welcome to the March 2009 edition of the 
Geology & Society Division Newsletter.  I am 
happy to report that the Division is healthy 
financially, and growing in membership.  
Preparations for the 2009 GSA Annual 
Meeting in Portland are proceeding in a timely 
manner.  The division will have booths at each 
of the sectional meetings this spring and 
encourages any volunteers to help staff them.  
In addition, several efforts are underway to 
help coordinate member activities in engaging 
government officials and the public in 
geologic knowledge. One of these is a new 
interactive web presence for the Division that 
is in the testing phases, so watch soon for the 
public launch. I encourage you to take an 
active role this year bringing geology to 
society, taking advantage of the new climate 
in government that welcomes citizen 
participation with a new Congress and the 
new Administration. 
 
Karen McCurdy, Chair, GSA Geology & Society Division 
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Special Article 
 
OneGeology – Sharing Geoscience 
on a Global Scale 

Ian Jackson, British Geological Survey, 
Nottingham, NG12 5GG, UK. ij@bgs.ac.uk

 
A VERY SHORT HISTORY 
 
 

   

 
 
 
On 6 August 2008, at the opening of the 33rd 
International Geological Congress in Oslo, 
Simon Winchester, author of the best-selling 
book about the English geologist, William Smith 
and his “Map that changed the world”, launched 
the web portal of a global project called 
OneGeology. Had you used the term 

“OneGeology” 32 months earlier – or typed it 
into Google - you would have registered a blank. 
The project and its name did not exist.  So what 
is this project that appeared from nowhere in 
2006 and took centre stage at the IGC in 2008?  
At the beginning of 2006 and with the potential 
stimulus of the UN International Year of Planet 
Earth (IYPE) very much in mind, an embryonic 
idea was presented at short notice to the General 
Assembly of the Commission for the Geological 
Map of the World (CGMW) in Paris.  Could we 
use this UN Year to begin the creation of an 
interoperable digital geological dataset of the 
planet at 1:1 million scale?   

Geological data from across the world in real time. 
 

Would it be possible to design and initiate a 
multi-lateral and multi-national project that 
mobilised geological surveys, as part of an 
ongoing contribution, to act as the drivers and 
sustainable data providers of this global dataset?  
Could we synergistically use this vehicle of 
creating a tangible geological map to accelerate 
progress of an emerging global geoscience data 
model and interchange standard? Finally, could 
we use the project to transfer know-how to 
developing countries and reduce the length and 
expense of their learning curve, while at the 
same time allow them to serve maps and data 
that could attract interest and investment?  These 
aspirations, plus the chance to generate a global 
digital geological dataset to assist in the 
understanding of global environmental problems 
and the opportunity to raise the profile of 
geoscience as part of IYPE, seemed more than 
enough reasons to take the proposal forward. 

Throughout 2006 geologists and geological 
surveys around the world were canvassed for 
their views on this proposition and in the autumn 
of 2006 it was apparent that the concept was 
proving attractive to more than enough 
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geological surveys and international bodies to 
organise a meeting to kick-off the initiative; an 
initiative which had by now adopted the name 
“OneGeology”. This kick-off meeting took place 
in March 2007, in Brighton, UK. Eighty-one 
participants from forty-three nations and fifty-
three national and international bodies discussed 
the OneGeology aims and how best to achieve 
them. The workshop was a success and 
participants unanimously agreed a “Brighton 
Accord”.  This Accord gave the OneGeology 
initiative the international backing it needed but 
just as importantly, OneGeology through the 
Brighton meeting and Accord, captured the 
imagination of the world’s press and media and 
the story was taken up across the globe, 
increasing the profile of IYPE, the relevance of 
geoscience and placing OneGeology very much 
in the public eye. The goals that the Brighton 
meeting agreed for OneGeology were 
deceptively simple. They were to: 
 
• improve the accessibility of geological 

map data; 
• exchange know-how and skills so that all 

nations could participate; 
• accelerate interoperability in the 

geosciences and the take up of a new 
“standard” (GeoSciML). 

 
EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS 
 
The international project coordination and 
technical teams began work on these goals 
immediately and in less than 18 months made 
astounding progress. They made significant 
amounts of geological map data accessible – 
currently 94 nations are participating and up to 
40 of these are serving data. They delivered a 

web map portal and the protocols, registries and 
technology to “harvest” and serve data from 
around the world. They exchanged know-how 
and produced guidance (“cookbooks”) and 
provided support so that any geological survey 
can participate and serve their data. They moved 
forward and raised the profile of a crucial data 
model and interoperability standard – 
GeoSciML.  
 
The technology to achieve OneGeology is not 
complex, but it in terms of the scale of the 
deployment it is world leading.  A basic 
principle of OneGeology is that it must be open 
to all geological surveys to participate, 
regardless of development status and the project 
has devised protocols and systems to ensure this. 
OneGeology is thus open to those who currently 
possess only traditional paper geological maps, 
and to those operating sophisticated web 
mapping systems. The end-user does not require 
specialist software, only access to the Internet 
via a web browser. In this first phase 
OneGeology is delivering digital geological map 
data from participating nations using Web Map 
Services (WMS). This is a distributed, dynamic 
and sustainable model, which leaves the data 
where it is best looked after and updated; that is 
with the provider nations. Each survey either  

 
registers its web service with the OneGeology 
Portal or works with a partner survey (a 
“buddy”) to serve that data. OneGeology 
technology is compliant with the international 
Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) Web Map 
Service standard. Geological surveys may use a 
variety of software (e.g. MapServer) to serve 
their data. The Portal displays the map data 
served by each country and provides users with 
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the ability to zoom, pan, switch map data on and 
off, change its opacity and even transfer it to 
Google Earth. 
 
The deliverables above are not the limit of the 
project achievements. In delivering its portal and 
technical protocols OneGeology has progressed 
something major global and regional bodies 
(including the United Nations and the European 
Union) have been advocating for some years – 
the creation of a spatial data infrastructure for 
planning and policy-making.  The project has 
now been unanimously endorsed by the 
Directors of the geological surveys of the world 
meeting in Oslo and is providing a tangible 
catalyst for future collective and coherent action 
by surveys.  Google references to OneGeology 
grew from 4000 on 1 August 2008 to over 220 
000 in mid-August; it is not the size of this 
number alone that excites; when you look more 
closely at some of these web pages you see the 
way that “liberating” the data has allowed others 
to innovate and use their imaginations – from 
new teaching resources for geography students, 
to animated mash-ups and fly-throughs of Mount 
Fuji. The outreach has not stopped at the science 
and academic community; media interest in 
OneGeology has been extraordinary – over 700 
articles and broadcasts worldwide in 4 weeks, 
from Nature to Vatican Radio, each in its own 
way presenting an opportunity to describe to 
audiences, who we would usually never reach, 
why geology is important to society - and never 
more important at a time of intense interest in 
energy needs and the impact of climate change.  
 
The OneGeology initiative has made progress in 
other areas too. The European Commission, 
under its eContentplus programme, has agreed to 
fund a 2-year, €3.25 million, 19 nation project 
known as OneGeology-Europe. This will move 
OneGeology forward faster and allow 
developments in higher resolution and applied 
data too.  In the USA the National Science 
Foundation is providing almost $700,000 for a 
similar initiative in the 50 US states – a 
Geoscience Information Network. These and 
other continental initiatives will be well linked to 
ensure complementarity of development and 
maximum synergy and benefit globally. 
 
WHY AND WHAT NEXT? 
 
For the OneGeology team – geoscientists, 
informatics experts, managers and 

communicators - the experience of the last year 
has been exhilarating. OneGeology is, in many 
ways, unlike most other international geological 
projects that have gone before. It is, in every 
sense, a child of its time – an open Internet 
paradigm, a project whose technical 
interoperability (sharing) goals are in reality its 
whole ethos. The project has been allowed to 
grow and extend as just as fast and as wide as its 
actors agree to take it, for the most part free from 
the territoriality and bureaucracy that frequently 
inhibit such initiatives. That it has been allowed 
this freedom is a credit to those who run 
geological surveys around the world because it is 
absolutely beyond doubt that a conventionally 
run (and thus constrained) OneGeology project 
would not have achieved its goals so 
spectacularly and in such a short space of time. 
 
Where does OneGeology go next and how can 
we sustain the progress made? The team are now 
taking steps to put in place a robust, and yet still 
flexible, governance and operational structure. 
They are also continuing the technical progress, 
increasing the number of nations serving data 
and moving towards Web Feature Service 
technology which will provide significantly 
more functionality. Some difficult questions 
remain however: how to fund and provide 
continuity for a growing and thus more 
demanding infrastructure and user base? 
Whether to expand the portal to include map 
data from academia, commerce and the public 
(and how to maintain authentication if that 
happens)? Should OneGeology serve more 
downstream geoscience data – and try to spread 
the best practice in advanced applied or thematic 
information delivery in national geological 
surveys, for example geohazards, or carbon 
capture sites? 
 
These are big challenges but with the same open 
and determined approach that OneGeology has 
adopted in its short life to date, none of them are 
insoluble.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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scientists, informatics experts and managers in 
geological surveys and global and regional 
organisations around the world. Without their 
effort, commitment and goodwill OneGeology 
would still be a concept. 
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Geology & Society Division 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting 
October 6, 2008 
George R. Brown Convention Center 
Houston, Texas 
 
The meeting was called to order by current chair 
Marilyn Suiter at 7:20 PM.  Sadly, only 8 
Division members were in attendance, most of 
whom were members of the Management Board 
who had met earlier in the day.  Those who 
attended the meeting were: Marilyn Suiter 
(NSF), Karen McCurdy (Georgia Southern 
Univ.); Jim Davis (COSMOS); Jon Goodwin 
(ISGS); Rex Buchanan (Kansas Geological 
Survey); Dick Berg (Illinois State Geological 
Survey); Tom Evans (Wisconsin Geological & 
Natural History Survey); Rob McDowell 
(Georgia Environmental Protection Division); 
Craig Cooper (Idaho National Lab). 
 
Prior to the business meeting, about 40 to 50 
people had attended a presentation by the 
Division=s distinguished lecturer for 2008, Dr. 
William L. Fisher, professor of geology at the 
University of Texas-Austin, former director of 
the Texas Bureau of Economic Geology, Deputy 
Secretary of the Interior for Energy and Minerals 
and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy, 1975 
to 1977, and a noted expert on energy and 
policy.  The presentation was followed by a 
reception for the audience and the speaker.  As 
the Division=s expression of thanks to Dr. Fisher 
for generously donating his time to come to 
Houston to present his talk, Chair Marilyn Suiter 
presented Dr. Fisher with a copy of the new 
volume on the history of the founding of the 
Association of American State Geologists 
autographed by all of the current members of the 
AASG who had attended the Association=s 100th 
anniversary meeting in June 2008. 
 
As the first order of business, the chair 
recognized Jon Goodwin, the secretary-treasurer, 
to present his report.  He reported that the total 
revenues to the Division for fiscal 2008 were 
$2,244 and the total expenditures were $2,208 so 
the Division closed out the year with a surplus of 
$36.  The single largest expenditure each year 
has been the cost of catering for the 
distinguished lecture series reception.  The only 
source of revenue for the division is the dues 
paid to the GSA by those members who choose 
to join.  In an effort to encourage greater 

numbers of people to join the Division, we had 
exhibit booths at all of the Section meetings held 
during the year.  It remains to be seen whether 
more GSA members will join the G&S division 
since the dues collection process for the coming 
fiscal year has only just begun.  Since the 
division was first organized in 2003 our 
membership has remained just above or below 
400Cabout 2 percent of the membership of the 
Society.  In 2008, we had 378 members, 
including 200 professionals and fellows, 84 
senior members, for whom dues are waived, and 
81 recent graduates and student members, 5 K-
12 teachers and 8 affiliates, all of whom pay 
one-half the standard dues rate of $8. The 
Secretary recognized two Division members who 
received awards from the GSA this year:  Larry 
Woodfork, former director of the West Virginia 
Geological Survey received the AGI Medal in 
honor of Ian Campbell and James Robertson, 
Director of the Wisconsin Geological and 
Natural History Survey received the GSA 
Distinguished Service Award.  Two division 
members also were elected fellows of the GSA 
this year: Rex Buchanan, Deputy Director of the 
Kansas Geological Survey and the Division=s 
representative on the Geology and Public Policy 
Committee, and Tom Evans, secretary-treasurer 
of the division during the first 4 years of its 
existence and currently our representative on the 
GSA=s ad hoc committee on Section-Division 
Integration.  Finally, the assembly observed a 
moment of silence in honor of the 5 members of 
the division whose passing had been reported 
during the preceding year: Sankar P. Das Gupta 
of Calcutta, India, Ludwig J. Frank II of Auburn, 
WA, J. Laurence Kulp of Puyallup, WA, Akiho 
Miyashiro of Albany, NY, and Christoper J. 
Schuberth of Marlton, NJ. 
 
The treasurer=s report was accepted as read. 
 
The Chair recognized First Vice Chair Karen 
McCurdy to announce the winner of the 2007 
Best Student Paper Presentation award. Only the 
student papers presented in technical sessions 
sponsored by the Division are considered for the 
award.  The winner receives a plaque, a check 
for $300, and an opportunity to publish a 
summary of the award-winning paper in the 
Division=s newsletter. The winner, who was not 
present at the GSA meeting this year, was 
Rachel Pirot, for her presentation entitled, 
AMassive Debris Flow Generation on Mount 
Hood, Oregon, November, 2006.@ 
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Rex Buchanan reported briefly on current efforts 
in judging student papers this year.  
Approximately 40 papers are being considered. 
 
The Chair asked for volunteers to join the 
Nominating Committee to seek candidates to run 
for the offices of Second Vice-Chair and 
Secretary-Treasurer in the spring 2009 elections.  
Jon Goodwin, the current Secretary-Treasurer 
indicated that he is willing to run for a second 
two-year term for that office if the nominating 
committee approves.  Tom Evans and Rob 
McDowell volunteered to serve on the 
nominating committee.  Karen McCurdy, the 
new Chair of the Division, will seek and 
appoint a third division member to serve on 
the committee. 
 
The Chair announced that in the annual meeting 
of Division Chairs held on Saturday, the GSA 
had requested a list of documents to be 
electronically archived by GSA to track the 
growth of the Division.  Jim Davis 
recommended that a list be compiled of Division 
members, by Section, who attended each annual 
meeting of the Society.  A list of suggested 
candidate documents was supplied by GSA 
and will be circulated to the management 
board by Karen McCurdy. 
 
Murray Hitzman, the new council member who 
is to serve as the liaison to the Division, was 
unable to be present.  
 
Rex Buchanan reported briefly on the work of 
the Geology and Public Policy Committee.  
There currently are no policy statements in the 
works.  All those that had been under 
consideration have been released and are 
available on the GSA web site.  Most of the 
policy statements released earlier are being 
reformatted to conform to a new format specified 
by the GPPC.  The members of the National 
Leadership Initiative committee have not met so 
far this year. 
 
The members present discussed opportunities for 
increasing interactions between the Division and 
the Sections. Tom Evans is the Division=s 
representative on the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Division-Section integration. There is a need to 
work toward more Division-sponsored technical 
sessions at Section meetings across the country 
as a way to increase Division-Section 
interactions.  As discussed at the Management 

Board Meeting earlier in the day, Noel Potter has 
asked the Geology and Society Division to assist 
him in organizing a major event at the 2010 joint 
NE-SE Section meeting.  This meeting, to be 
held in Baltimore, will offer a unique 
opportunity to organize a major event that will 
impact geologists and policy makers along the 
entire eastern seaboard of the US and Canada.  
Jon Goodwin has passed Noel Potter=s business 
card to Jim Davis. For the 2009 section 
meetings, Dave Wunsch, New Hampshire State 
Geologist, has offered to organize a session for 
the NE Section meeting on water resources.  
Dick Berg and Michael Bacon have volunteered 
to organize a session on Geology and Public 
Health at the North Central Section meeting in 
Rockford, IL.  There is a need to name Section 
coordinators for each Division.  Greater Section-
Division integration is mainly a matter of 
coordination.  As Tom Evans noted at the noon 
meeting, there is a need to modify the Section 
meeting planning manual.  To spread the 
Division=s action base we need to redouble our 
efforts to increase the number of G&S Division 
members in every Section. 
 
Marilyn Suiter, the outgoing division chair, 
introduced Karen McCurdy, the incoming 
division chair. 
 
Jon Goodwin volunteered to work on organizing 
Geology and Society exhibit booths in 
coordination with the Geology and Public Policy 
Committee at each section meeting next year as 
we did this year. 
 
Jon Goodwin will submit the draft minutes of the 
meeting to the members of the Management 
Board as soon as possible. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Report prepared by Jon Goodwin, G&S Division 
Secretary-Treasurer  
 
 
G&S Division Best Student Paper 
Award Winners for 2008 
 
Each year the Geology and Society Division 
sponsors an award for the best paper presented 
by a student in a session sponsored (or co-
sponsored) by the Division at the GSA Annual 
Meeting. This year’s Houston meeting produced 
two winners: Andrew Leaf at the University of 
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Wisconsin-Madison and Philip Stokes at the 
University of Arizona.  
 
Andrew’s paper, co-authored 
with Jean Bahr at UW-
Madison, was entitled “Water 
Quality Changes during 
Aquifer                     
Storage Recovery in the 
Cambrian-Ordovician 
Aquifer, Oak Creek, 
Wisconsin” and was 
presented in the session on  Andrew Leaf 
managed underground  storage  
of recoverable water.   
  
Philip’s paper was entitled 
“Spreading Roots: The Goals 
and Challenges of 
Establishing a Self-Sustaining 
Diversity Program in 
Southern Arizona,”                    
presented as part of the 
session on geoscience  
diversity.     Philip Stokes  
  
Papers were judged on their originality, 
significance, presentation quality, and relevance 
to geologic policy.  
  
Only oral presentations made by students were 
eligible. The winners will receive a citation and 
cash award at the 2009 Annual Meeting in 
Portland. 
  
Because of the range of papers and the quality of 
student presentations, this is the first time the 
Division has had co-winners of the award.  
Congratulations to them both. And thanks to all 
the volunteer judges for their time and thoughtful 
analysis of the papers. 

Rex Buchanan 
Kansas Geological Survey 

 

 
Welcome – Rhea Graham, G&S 
Division Second Vice-Chair 
 
When Rhea Graham was confirmed as the 19th 
Director of the U.S. Bureau of Mines in the 
Department of the Interior in 1994, she was 
unexpectedly given the opportunity to manage 
the termination of a federal agency’s mission for 
sound science provided by geologists, 
economists, and engineers.  This experience 

informs her perspective on integrating the 
geosciences into water resources policy-making 
for tribal and state 
government. Prior to 
her appointment, she 
served as the New 
Mexico Director of the 
Mining and Minerals  
Division of the Energy, 
Minerals, and Natural    
Resources Department, 
where she helped manage        Rhea Graham 
federal regulatory and permitting actions for coal 
mines, and the State’s first hard rock mine 
reclamation law was enacted.  She returned to 
New Mexico to work for the Pueblo of Sandia as 
their Water Resource Manager in 1997, with a 
stint working for the New Mexico Interstate 
Stream Commission in water planning from 
2000 to 2004, during which time the State’s first 
water plan was adopted.  She was a member of 
the National Research Council’s Board on Earth 
Sciences and Resources from 2001 to 2007.  
Currently she is lending Rocky Mountain 
pragmatism to California water resources 
challenges.  She joined EDAW|AECOM in 
Sacramento as Senior Water Resources Project 
Manager in July 2008, as part of a team working 
on permitting issues for levee improvements.  
Rhea is a Registered Geologist in Oregon and 
Indiana, and a Registered Engineering Geologist 
in Oregon.  She earned an A.B. in geology from 
Bryn Mawr College, and an M.A. in 
Oceanography from Oregon State University.  
She is a Fellow of GSA and former Councilor, 
and has served GSA on several committees and 
the Engineering Geology Division.  She is 
pleased to be joining the Geology and Society 
Division, and pledges to work hard on behalf of 
GSA’s membership while we move ahead in 
changing and challenging times. 
 

 
GSA Policycomnet Tool: Providing 
GSA Members with Greater 
Opportunities for Input to Policy 
Makers at Regional, State and 
Local Levels 
  
By James Davis, First Vice-Chair G&S 
Division, and Richard Berg, Chair GPPC and 
Newsletter Editor G&S Division  

 
DG&S and the GPPC plan for the 
GSApolicycomnet 1.0 tool to be introduced at 
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the G&S Division booths which will be present 
at each of the GSA Section meetings in March 
and April of 2009. Division members and other 
GSA members who wish to help inform visitors 
at the booths may contact Jon Goodwin at 
geolojon@comcast.net. Booth volunteers will be 
oriented to the use on the tool prior to each 
meeting. 
 
Providing Geoscience insights to improve public 
policies is a high priority of GSA in order to 
fulfill its Mission which includes “promoting the 
geosciences in the service of humankind and 
stewardship of the earth”. The GPPC has the 
responsibility to develop GSA Position 
Statements on important public policy issues. 
Because GSA is a trusted source of nonpartisan 
geoscience information, these consensus 
statements of the Society that have been arrived 
at through the use of expert panels and vetted 
with the members of the Society under the 
auspices of the GPPC, have weight and 
credibility with public policy makers. GSA 
members are encouraged to use them in their 
communications with policy developers and 
officials who implement policy through their 
decisions.  
 
To further fulfill its public policy mission the 
GSA created the advocacy office of the Director 
of Geoscience Policy in 2007 which is located in 
Washington DC. The G&S Division has an 
important complementary role to advocate the 
use of geoscience insights in policy by 
facilitating outreach of the GSA membership to 
provide input to policy makers on issues at the 
regional, state and local jurisdictional levels. To 
accomplish this, the G&S Division and the 
GPPC have worked with GSA staff to develop 
and co-sponsor the GSApolicycomnet – an on-
line tool with access links at the DG&S, GPPC, 
Position Statement, and each GSA Section pages 
of the GSA website. The tool uses Wikidot.com 
technology to facilitate GSA members to 
propose communication on specific regional, 
state or local policy issues to their fellow 
members and to begin an e-mail dialog with 
them to develop consensus about which 
geoscience insights to present, how to 
communicate them and who the appropriate 
policy recipients should be.  
 
GPPC has developed a companion article for this 
newsletter which presents a list of insights on 
achieving successful policy communications that 

have been developed over the years by social 
science investigators. We invite members to 
consider these in their policy communication 
planning. 
 
Please make your fellow G&S Division and 
GSA members aware of the opportunity to plan 
and develop geoscience input communications to 
public policy officials on regional, state on local 
issues that will benefit from their inclusion. Visit 
the GSApolicycomnet site when it becomes 
available in March 2009. The site’s welcome 
page includes a button that will facilitate your 
invitation to colleagues to participate. You can 
include nonmember scientists who can make 
important input from the perspective of relevant 
geoscience disciplines.  
 

 
Guidelines for Using Policycomnet    

 
1. Policycomnet is a tool to assist GSA members 
to help fulfill an important element of the 
Society’s Mission, “promoting the geosciences 
in the service of humankind and the stewardship 
of the earth” (see Purpose of GSA Policycomnet 
on Welcome Page). GSA is a trusted nonpartisan 
source of geoscience information. Therefore, all 
member’s communications with policy makers 
must avoid endorsing candidates for elected 
office. Members may, of course, make their own 
endorsements as citizens, but not on behalf of the 
Society. 
 
2. Any relevant geoscience issue can be 
discussed using policycomnet. However, 
whenever possible, GSA member 
communications using policycomnet should 
make reference to specific GSA Position 
Statements when they are relevant to the 
geoscience insights that are being considered in 
local, state, or regional policy. Position 
Statements have been developed based on 
consensus conclusions of expert panels working 
with the Geology and Public Policy Committee 
and the Statements have been adopted by the 
governing GSA Council.  
 
3. If you wish to communicate on policy issues 
at the national level (congressional, presidential 
or federal agencies, etc.) please explore 
coordination of your messages with Craig 
Schiffries, GSA Director of Geoscience Policy. 
You may get possible additional background for 
you messages in the context of other 
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communications from the DGP Office that may 
be under development or have previously been 
communicated. The DGP Office may be 
contacted by using the information on the 
“Public Policy” section of the GSA website. 
4. When a GSA member wishes to convey 
geoscience insights that are not in agreement 
with GSA Position Statement conclusions and 
recommendations, the member should provide 
the policy advice as a citizen and not on behalf 
of GSA. In such cases, please point out the 
differences of opinion in regard to the 
geoscience conclusions of the Position Statement 
to the GPPC by using the “Contact Us” button 
on the Position Statement or the GPPC pages of 
the GSA website. GSA wishes to be aware of the 
member’s point of view in such cases. 
 
5. If desired, you may wish to invite a scientist in 
a relevant subdiscipline who is not a member of 
GSA to join in your policycomnet facilitated 
communication planning. Invite them to join the 
discussion using the “Join Policycomnet “or 
“Invite Your Colleagues” pages of the site. 
 
6. If you have feedback or suggestions for 
improving policycomnet, including questions 
about or suggestions for the” Guidelines for 
Using Policycomnet”, please contact us using 
“Contact Policycomnet”. We welcome feedback. 
  

 
Methods to Achieve Successful 
Communications of Geoscience 
Insights to Public Policy Officials 
 
IMPORTANCE OF SUCCESSFUL 
COMMUNICATIONS: To be effective in their 
policy communication process it is helpful for 
GSA members to consider some of the 
characteristics of successful policy 
communication reached by the social science 
research community. 
 
MEASURES OF SUCCESSFUL 
COMMUNICATION:  
For the Communication to be Successful – 
• LAY POLICY RECIPIENTS MUST 

UNDERSTAND THE MESSAGE AND 
ITS GEOSCIENCE INSIGHTS – 
Messages are most likely to be understood 
by lay policy people if they are present in a 

clear, well organized way using lay 
language.  

• RECIPIENTS MUST BELIEVE THE 
MESSAGE AND THE DESIRABILITY 
OF APPLYING THE PROPOSED 
GEOSCIENCE INSIGHTS IN THEIR 
POLICY ACTIVITIES – Credibility is 
very important. Presenting GSA Position 
Statements that are relevant to the 
geoscience insights in member public 
policy communications in support of the 
advocacy message adds credibility because 
Position Statements are consensus 
perspectives of GSA which is a trusted 
non partisan source.  

• RECIPIENTS MUST APPLY THE 
RECOMMENDED GEOSCIENCE 
INSIGHTS IN THEIR PUBLIC POLICY 
DEVELOPMENT AND IN DECISION 
MAKING UNDER THE 
IMPLEMENTED POLICY – It is 
important to offer continued contact 
availability with the recipient and seek 
opportunities to reinforce and to clarify the 
original communications. Questions and 
need for further advice often arise when 
policy officials endeavor to apply 
geoscience insights in their policies and 
decisions. Leave your name and means of 
being contacted as part of the initial 
communication process. 

FOLLOW UP TO COMMUNICATION 
EFFORTS –  
• IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT 

YOUR COMMUNICATION 
EXPERIENCE – Please contact Richard 
Berg, GPPC Chair at 
berg@isgs.illinois.edu with your 
questions. You will be contacted with a 
reply by the GPPC Chair or by a DG&S or 
GPPC member. 

• SHARE YOUR COMMUNICATION 
EXPERIENCE – Please share your 
geoscience insight communication 
experience by posting your conclusions on 
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the “share your success stories” location 
on the GSApolicycomnet Welcome page. 

 

2008 Benjamin Banneker  
Legacy Awards 
  
The National Association for Black Geologists 
and Geophysicists (NABGG) received a 2008 
Legacy Award from The Benjamin Banneker 
Institute for 
Science and 
Technology in a 
gala ceremony 
on November 
21, 2008, at the 
Historic Capital 
Hilton Hotel in 
Washington, 
DC.   NABGG is          Mitchell Leverette 
one of four national and local organizations  
so honored.  
 
The Institute indicated that the award recognizes 
NABGG’s significant contribution to the mission 
of increasing the number of African Americans 
involved in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) fields of study and 
professions.  Mitchell Leverette, Bureau of Land 
Management, U.S. Dept. of the Interior, and 
NABGG member, accepted the NABGG award.  
 
NABGG members Marilyn Suiter, and Bryant 
(Ibrahim) Goodwin also attended the Benjamin 
Banneker 2008 Awards event and represented 
NABGG.  
   

 
Announcement –  
9th Annual Technical Forum, 
Geohazards in Transportation in 
the Appalachian Region  
 
This annual Technical Forum has produced 
excellent, state-of-the-art, practical presentations 
and discussions related to geohazards in 
transportation within the Appalachian region. 
The forum is organized by a coalition of 
government and private entities from across the 
Appalachian states representing disciplines of 
geology, engineering, earth science, design and 
construction professionals in transportation.   
 

Forum sessions include those on landslides; 
earthquake damage response/mitigation; 
instrumentation; mapping and information 
technology; problems with pyrite; mine 
subsidence; water issues; geotechnical 
reconnaissance, exploration, and testing; and 
rockfalls.   
 
For general information and who to contact for 
abstract submissions, contact Tony Szwilski 
(304 696-5457; szwilski@marshall.edu), John 
Keifer (859 257-5500; keifer@uky.edu), or Matt 
Crawford (859 257-5500; mcrawford@uky.edu). 
 
For registration, contact Martha Horseman (859 
257-4531; mhorseman@uky.edu), and for hotel 
reservations contact Embassy Suites at 859 455-
5500. 
 
The forum is sponsored by the Nick J. Rahall, II 
Appalachian Transportation Institute, Center for 
Environmental Geotechnical and Applied 
Sciences at Marshall University, the Kentucky 
Transportation center, and the Kentucky 
Geological Survey. 
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