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Greetings from the Chair 
 
As summer becomes fall, it seems that many issues in the 
geoscience community are also changing.  
 
The shift in the pace of the Presidential political race is clear. 
With the two conventions now past, we are now firmly in the 
last weeks of the campaign season, with increased focus and 
greater intensity than in past months.  
 
A number of states have recently experienced a wildfire 
season unlike any other for decades, reflecting yet another bit 
of drought-associated collateral damage. The California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (as of this writing) 
reports 1,781 fires at the peak of the crisis, with 1,458 fires 
contained, 323 actives fires at present, and more than 630,886 
acres burned http://www.fire.ca.gov/index_incidents.php. 
 
I am pleased to note that we have a new partner in geoscience 
policy. Catherine O'Riordan, has been chosen as the new head 
of the American Institute for Physics’ Physics Resources 
Center, with responsibility for AIP’s educational, statistical, 
historical, media and public policy programs and services (see 
article on page 6). Cathy follows Jim Stith in this position 
http://aip.org/press_release/oriordan.html. 
 
The centennial meeting of the American Association of State 
Geologists (AASG) was quite compelling, with keynotes 
from geoscience community leaders on energy, minerals, 
water, hazards, and climate change, and guest speakers from 
the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, 
and the British Geological Survey. The strength of our 
community was evident, especially in the abiding partnerships 
among key Earth science agencies, such as the state surveys 
and the USGS. Other agencies were also active partners  

mailto:jamesdavis93@comcast.net
mailto:goodwin@isgs.uiuc.edu
mailto:rex@kgs.ku.edu
mailto:berg@isgs.illinois.edu
http://www.fire.ca.gov/index_incidents.php
http://aip.org/press_release/oriordan.html
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(e.g., National Park Service), and a 
number of organizations had 
representatives there to celebrate the 
longevity and contributions of 
AASG and the surveys it brings 
together. 
 
We are approaching the time for the 2008 
GSA Annual Meeting, this year a joint event 
with the Soil Science Society of America 
(SSSA), American Society of Agronomy 
(ASA), Crop Science Society of America 
(CSSA), and the Gulf Coast Association of 
Geological Societies with the Gulf Coast 
Section of SEPM (GCAGS), and hosted by 
the Houston Geological Society (HGS). The 
GSA G&S Division is proud to present its 
Distinguished Lecture, featuring Dr. 
William L. Fisher, who is the Barrow Chair, 
Professor and former Dean, Jackson School 
of Geosciences, at The University of Texas 
at Austin. The event will be on Monday, 6 
October, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. in the George R. 
Brown Convention Center in Houston, 
Texas (Rm. 342CF).  A reception and the 
G&S annual business meeting follow the 
lecture. We hope to see you there and at the 
many sessions sponsored or co-sponsored by 
G&S (15 sessions) throughout the meeting 
(page 10).  
 
G&S is also co-hosting a 90-minute session 
on “Getting into Geoscience Policy: 
Careers and Avocations” with the Geology 
and Public Policy Committee at the GSA 
meeting. Ever wonder just what jobs are 
there that combine geoscience with policy? 
This session features a panel of geopolicy 
experts – Congressional Fellows, geoscience 
policy directors, state-based resources 
managers, even a policy intern. The panel 
will discuss their paths to those positions, 
the skill/knowledge requirements, and their 
experiences – the greatest successes (and 
failures). The panelists will speak only 
briefly however, so that the audience 
participants will have plenty of time for 
questions-and-answers. Whether you are a 

“seeker” or just curious, …come. You’re 
invited! Monday, October 6, 2008, from 
3:00 to 4:30 pm in the George R. Brown 
Convention Center, in Room 370EF. 
 
We would like to hear from you about your 
interests and concerns in geology and 
society issues. Concerns about citizens’ 
access to natural resources – whether it is 
clean air, water, or energy – continue to be 
at the forefront for the community, along 
with issues in climate, education, and the 
geoscience workforce. But however global 
the topics may be, the issues are local to 
each of us, and that is where we can each 
play a role. 
 
The GSA G&S Newsletter is your vehicle 
for sharing ideas, building coalitions, and 
moving action items into play. Come on 
board! 
  M. Suiter, Chair 
  Geology & Society  Division 
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2006 Winner – Geology & Society 
Division Best Student Presentation  
 
David Vinson, Division of Earth & Ocean 
Sciences of Nicholas School of the 
Environment, Duke University  
 
I am honored to have received the Geology and 
Society Division's award in 2006 for Best Student 
Presentation for a talk given at a Division-sponsored 
session on Geology, Health, and Public Policy.  The 
presentation, entitled “Transfer of radon from 
groundwater into homes and the contribution of 
showering to indoor radon: Policy implications for 
unregulated private well owners at the intersection of 
geology and health in the North Carolina Blue 
Ridge,” included co-authors Ted Campbell of the 
North Carolina Division of Water Quality and Avner 
Vengosh, my thesis advisor at Duke University.  
Also, an article based on this research was recently 
accepted by the journal Applied Geochemistry. 

 
Our work focused on the role that showering may 
play in causing short-term increases in indoor radon 
levels in homes using private wells.  Although our 
field area was in western North Carolina, mostly in 
an area of granitic gneiss where high radon levels 
were seen in a previous study, elevated levels of 
radon have been observed in many areas of the 
United States.  High levels of radon-222 in indoor air 
and groundwater have been documented in 
crystalline rocks from Alabama to Maine, especially 
in granitic rocks that contain relatively high levels of 
uranium-238, which decays through several steps to 
radon-222.  Groundwater obtained from these 
fractured rocks also may contain high levels of 
dissolved radon, produced by the decay of its parent 
radium-226 adsorbed to fracture surfaces.  Because 
radon is a significant cause of lung cancer 
(responsible for about 20,000 deaths per year in the 
United States, according to the U.S.EPA), systems to 
reduce indoor airborne radon or remove radon from 
water supplies are appropriate for some homes. 

 
On average, most radon in homes is drawn directly 
into the home from the soil rather than contributed by 
the water supply.  Radon from either source can mix 
into the house and disintegrate into several 
radioactive decay products that may be inhaled.  
Radon can be released from water into household air 
through water uses that cause aeration, such as 
laundry, dishwashing, and showering.  Measurement 
at multi-day or longer time scales, which includes 
times that no one is at home, can determine the 
average long-term level of indoor radon, but 

additional radon exposure can occur at shorter time 
scales.  Some previous research suggests that because 
people are usually in close proximity to these 
household water uses, residents could be exposed to 
higher radon contributions from the water supply 
than indicated by multi-day averages.  However, few 
studies have attempted to quantify extra short-term 
exposure, in this case from showering. 

 
Our results suggest that short-term shower exposure 
is, on average, a small addition (a few percent) above 
radon contributions from water determined by multi-
day measurements.  The cumulative effect of short-
term water uses throughout the home may be 
significant in homes where contributions of radon 
from water are relatively large or where overall radon 
levels are close to a health-based threshold.  
However, on average, the radon contribution from all 
water uses is smaller than that drawn directly from 
soil into homes.  This work contributes to the need to 
provide sound advice to unregulated users, such as 
private well owners, and to the ongoing debate on 
proposed regulation of radon in public water systems 
that use groundwater sources. 
 
**Announcement – Volunteers 
Needed at G & S Booth in Exhibit 
Hall for Houston Annual Meeting** 
  
The Division will have an exhibit booth at the GSA 
Annual Meeting in Houston, October 5-9. Members 
are urged to spend some time at the booth providing 
information to people interested in learning more 
about the Geology and Society Division and urging 
GSA members to join the Division.  Please plan to 
spend at least two hours at the booth on one of the 
days of the convention when the exhibits are open.  
All members are welcome to participate.  The exhibit 
hours are as follows: 
  
Sunday, October 5: 7:00 - 9:00 PM (during the 

welcoming party) 
Monday, October 6:  9:00 AM - 6:00 PM (Volunteers 

are especially needed from 11 AM - 1:30 PM 
this day) 

Tuesday, October 7:  9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Wednesday, October 8:  9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
  
For further information, please contact Jon Goodwin, 
the Secretary-Treasurer, geolojon@comcast.net or 
goodwin@isgs.illinois.edu 

 
 
 

mailto:geolojon@comcast.net
mailto:goodwin@isgs.illinois.edu
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Volunteers Needed for 2008-2009 
Nominating Committee 
  
Members of the G&S Division are needed to serve on 
the committee that will seek persons to run for 
the office of Second Vice-Chair of the Division in the 
elections to be held in the Spring of 2009.  The 
person elected to this office in 2009 will succeed in 
following years to the offices of First Vice-Chair, 
Chair, and Past Chair.  If you would like to serve on 
the nominating committee, please send your name 
and contact information to the current First Vice- 
Chair, Karen McCurdy at the address below.  The 
Management Board hopes to select committee 
members to represent most of the regional GSA 
sections. For information contact, Dr. Karen M 
McCurdy at kmccurdy@georgiasouthern.edu. 

 
Announcement – G&S Division 
Best Student Paper Award and Call 
for Judges 
  
The Geology and Society Division presents a Best 
Student Paper award at the GSA Annual Meeting. 
The recognition goes to the best presentation by a 
student member in a Geology and Society-sponsored 
session. Only oral presentations are eligible, and the 
student member must be a presenter.  Papers are 
judged on scientific originality; significance of the 
scientific contribution; clarity, delivery, and 
illustration quality; and the tie between science and 
public policy issues and concerns.  The winner 
receives a monetary award. 
 
At the 2008 Annual Meeting, the Geology and 
Society Division is sponsoring or co-sponsoring 15 
sessions. If you would like to serve as a judge, 
contact Rex Buchanan (rex@kgs.ku.edu).  The 
winner of the 2008 Best Student Paper Award will be 
recognized at the 2009 Annual Meeting. 
 
Announcement - National 
Association of Black Geologists and 
Geophysicists: “Amazing Africa” 
 
The National Association of Black Geologists and 
Geophysicists (NABGG) is a professional 
organization that has been in existence for twenty- 
seven years. Its primary mission is to increase  
the exposure of geosciences to minority students and 
the public at large. The NABGG is a member society 
of the American Geological Institute, Geological 
Society of America, and American Association of 

Petroleum Geology. It also holds a seat on the 
National Petroleum Council. A totally volunteer 
based entity, the NABGG leverages expertise from 
its membership to educate young minds on the vast 
geological and natural resources on planet Earth and 
how important it is to preserve them. In this regard, 
Dr. Amanda Mosola, ExxonMobil geoscientist and 
NABGG National Outreach Committee Chair, 
created an innovative series of lectures on the African 
continent. Following is her article from the NABGG 
Prism Volume 1, 2008. It is titled “Amazing Africa 
Outreach Activity 2008.” 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
In addition to the scheduled outreach events this year, 
a presentation titled “Amazing Africa” has been 
developed for NABGG members to reach out to the 
local schools in your area.  We call on members to 
visit your local school and present this talk on natural  
features of Africa.  The presentation targets middle 
school and older elementary school students, though 
it is suitable or adaptable for any audience.  It is a 
general presentation that shows the general 
geography, geology, and climate belts of Africa, then 
highlights the most spectacular geologic features of 
the continent.  With each natural feature, the 
geographic location is identified on maps so that 
students can mark it on maps provided to them.  The 
slide presentation is primarily beautiful pictures and a 
few words to provide basic geographic information 
about Africa, convey a message of a diverse and 
resource rich continent, and introduce some of the 
geologic processes that impact the landscape.  The 
presentation includes complete lecture notes so that 
members do not have to be personally familiar with 
the geology of Africa to give the talk.  Of course, 
members may add to or modify the talk to 
incorporate their own experience and knowledge.  
Two or three members can successfully present the 
talk to a small to medium sized audience of children.  
Members are encouraged to schedule presentations 
on their own.  Please be sure to email your chosen  
site to Amanda Mosola to track our impact.  Be sure 
to bring a digital camera and email the photos to the 
Outreach Committee.  For those who do not have 
contacts with schools, institutions, or programs 
serving African-American student populations, help 
is available to identify Houston area schools.  
Questions may be directed to Amanda Mosola, 
amanda.b.mosola@exxonmobil.com, cell phone 832-
922-3456.  
 
The 27th Anniversary Technology Conference of the 
National Association of Black Geologists & 
Geophysicists will convene September 24-27, 2008, 
at the Westin Peachtree Plaza Hotel located in 
downtown Atlanta, Georgia. 
 

mailto:kmccurdy@georgiasouthern.edu
mailto:rex@kgs.ku.edu
mailto:amanda.b.mosola@exxonmobil.com
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Image from the Amazing Africa lecture series 
 
NABGG members will come together from all across 
the nation and abroad to 1) Conduct the business of 
the organization, 2) Award scholarships to deserving 
college students, 3) Research new career 
opportunities and 4) Interact with professional 
geoscientists in technical and academic presentations 
of the latest trends in technology, environmental, 
astrophysics, and geosciences. In addition, numerous 
corporations, education institutions and other 
professional organizations have been invited to 
showcase their resources. For more information visit: 
www.nabgg.org.               
 
Submitted by Robert J. Johnson, NABGG National 
President.   

Announcement - Dig It! The Secrets 
of Soil: A New Exhibit at 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
Natural History 
July 18, 2008 through January 3, 2010  
 
For generations upon generations, we have lived on 
and learned to use soils. Soils sustain our world. 
Visitors to the Smithsonian National Museum of 
Natural History will journey into the skin of the earth 
and explore the amazing world of soils in “Dig It! 
The Secrets of Soil.” Completely familiar yet largely 
unknown, soils help sustain virtually every form of 
life on Earth. “Dig It!” will transport visitors to the 
world of fungi, bacteria, worms, and countless other 
organisms. Visitors will discover the amazing 
connections between soils and everyday life and 
think about this hidden world in a whole new way. 
Without soil, life on land would not exist as we know 
it. The soils under our feet are a vast reservoir for life 
and play a part in almost every aspect of human 
existence – food, housing, clothing, medicine, 
ecosystems, and much more.  This vital living system 

is the focus of this dynamic new 5,000 square-foot 
exhibition. 
  
Over most of the Earth’s land, and under some 
shallow waters, lies a thin layer of soil.  This “skin” 
is a complex and variable mixture of minerals, air, 
water, decaying remains of life, and countless living 
organisms. “Dig It!” will advance public 
understanding of the diversity, complexity, and 
importance of soils for daily life. An interdisciplinary 
approach to the subject will provide a new context to 
explore the Museum’s diverse collections including 
the many organisms that live in soils, the geological 
and environmental conditions that produce soils, and 
the cultures that rely on soil for survival.  
 
Through dioramas, soil cross-sections (or 
"monoliths"), engaging multimedia programs, and 
hands-on activities, “Dig It!” will examine the 
physical and biological characteristics of soils, the 
processes that transform rocks to soils, the uses and 
benefits of soils, the global links of soils to air, water 
and climate, and the influence of soils on culture. 
Visitors will be surprised at the range of colors and 
patterns that are found in soils, and the many ways in 
which soils touch our everyday lives. 
 
The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural 
History is located at:  
 
10th Street & Constitution Ave. NW, in Washington, 
D.C. 20560 
 
Article from http://forces.si.edu/soils/. 

Announcement - John F. Mann 
Center for the GeoSciences & 
Society 

The GSA Foundation is pleased to announce the 
official start of the John F. Mann Center for the 
GeoSciences and Society strives to enhance the 
contribution of geoscience to the resolution of 
society’s growing environment and natural resource 
challenges. With global population continuing to 
climb, geoscientific knowledge and expertise provide 
an increasingly important foundation for effective 
action in such areas as water quality and supply, 
natural resources development, and ecosystem 
protection and restoration. 

John F. Mann, Jr., was a central figure in the long and 
continuing saga of ground water management in 
southern California. His work with the United Water 
Conservation district, United States Borax and 
Chemical, and the Los Angeles Department of Water 

http://www.nabgg.org/
http://forces.si.edu/soils/
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and Power, among many other clients has been 
crucial to the adjudication of the ground water rights 
in the region to the evaluation and protection of 
ground water resources, and to the theoretical 
development of ground water hydrology. 

Dr. Mann’s work embodies three overarching tenets: 
environmental processes must be studied and 
understood as system; good science drives good 
natural resource decisions; and scientists have a 
responsibility to apply their insights for the benefit of 
society. In turn, these three tenets underlie and unify 
all of the activities of the John F. Mann Center for the 
GeoSciences & Society. 

In 1994, Dr. Mann and his wife Carolyn created the 
Mann Charitable Unitrust. The proceeds of the 
planned gift would augment his vision for the 
geosciences. With Dr. Mann’s passing in 1999, and 
Carolyn’s passing in 2007, the Unitrust has now 
moved into the John F. Mann Fund and the Center 
has been formally established. For more information, 
please see: 
http://www.gsafweb.org/CurrentEvents/johnmanncen
ter.html. 

Announcement – American 
Institute of Physics’ New Vice 
President, Catherine O'Riordan, to 
Focus on Public Policy  

Press release – College Park MD, July 2008 — An 
expert in science program management will guide the 
future of the educational, statistical, historical, media 
and public policy programs and services of the 
United States’ premier physics publisher, the 
American Institute of Physics, a nonprofit 
organization based in College Park, MD. 

Catherine O'Riordan, an ocean scientist with broad 
experience in program management, has been chosen 
as the new head of the AIP's Physics Resources 
Center, the institute announced today. The Physics 
Resources Center supports 10 physics societies by 
providing joint benefits and services to advance the 
science and profession of physics. 

"O'Riordan brings an outstanding leadership 
background from her prior positions that will enable 
the Physics Resources Center to continue to serve 
strongly the needs of the physical sciences 
community and AIP's member societies," said Louis 
Lanzerotti, the Chair of the Governing Board of AIP. 

O'Riordan comes to AIP from the Consortium for 
Ocean Leadership in Washington, DC, where she 
managed ocean research and education programs 
including U.S. participation in an international 
program of basic research in marine geosciences. She 
formerly served as the manager of public affairs and 
other programs at the American Geophysical Union, 
a member society of AIP. Before working at AGU, 
O'Riordan conducted research with French and 
European colleagues on the physics and 
biogeochemistry of the marine environment along the 
coast of France. 

"Catherine has excellent scientific credentials as well 
as first-rate managerial and communication skills, 
which should enable her to make this highly visible 
post a success," said H. Frederick Dylla, AIP's 
executive director. O'Riordan will work closely with 
Dylla and the vice president of AIP's publishing 
operation, located in Melville, NY. She also plans to 
work with AIP's member societies to increase 
international cooperation and cultural diversity in the 
physics community. She has experience in managing 
programs that help early- career scientists navigate 
their new lives and in connecting scientists with 
government decision-makers. 

O'Riordan holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering 
from Case Western Reserve University and a M.S. 
and Ph.D. in Environmental Fluid Mechanics (Civil 
Engineering) from Stanford University. 

O'Riordan will replace James H. Stith, who has 
served in the position for 10 years. She begins in her 
new position on September 2, 2008. 

http://aip.org/press_release/oriordan.html 

Announcement – Earth Science 
Week 2008 

Now is the time to make plans for Earth Science 
Week 2008. The 11th annual Earth Science Week 
will celebrate the theme "No Child Left Inside" with 
a wide range of exciting activities, programs, and 
resources designed to help young people explore 
Earth science firsthand. 

Pitch in to promote science literacy. Dig up fossil 
evidence of past life, record observations of cloud 
patterns, or visit science centers and parks. 

Conduct activities described on the Earth Science 
Week website at: 

http://www.gsafweb.org/CurrentEvents/johnmanncenter.html
http://www.gsafweb.org/CurrentEvents/johnmanncenter.html
http://aip.org/press_release/oriordan.html
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http://www.earthsciweek.org/forteachers/index.html. 
For more ideas, see recommendations at: 
http://www.earthsciweek.org/forplanners/index.html. 

This year's event is shaping up to reach even more 
than last year's total estimated audience of over 5 
million people. For the past decade, AGI has 
organized Earth Science Week to foster public and 
professional awareness of the status of Earth science 
in education and society. To learn more or to order an 
Earth Science Week 2008 Toolkit, visit the event 
website at http://www.earthsciweek.org. 

Announcement – Science Education 

Worried about the weak heartbeat of education in 
your schools? You can check The Pulse of Earth 
Science Education, AGI's website that monitors Earth 
science education trends nationwide. The site, new 
last year, offers detailed, up-to-date information on 
the status of geoscience education in every state, as 
well as guidance for advocates. 

The website, at 
http://www.agiweb.org/education/statusreports, 
features findings that many find surprising. Find out 
whether your state is one of the many where Earth 
science is included in education standards, but fails to 
carry through to curriculum requirements or high 
school exit exams. The site also offers an Advocacy 
Guide with recommendations for taking action within 
your state and local school systems. 

The information presented is based on available data 
collected from numerous sources. Viewers are invited 
to help update information by contacting AGI at 
aeb@agiweb.org. 

Educators internationally are contributing to a new 
online resource called Earth Learning Idea (ELI). ELI 
offers a wide variety of Earth science instruction 
ideas, all designed to provide practical tools for 
teachers and teacher-trainers. 

For the International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE), 
ELI is publishing one activity a week through 2008. 
Each activity is designed to maximize student 
participation, learning, and enjoyment while 
minimizing cost. Strategies promote interactive 
teaching and students' investigational and thinking 
skills. Visit ELI at http://www.earthlearningidea.com. 
The site also offers a blog at 
http://www.earthlearningidea.blogspot.com. 

IYPE, officially spanning from February 2007 to 
December 2009, is a major focus of Earth Science 
Week 2008. IYPE aims to demonstrate new and 
exciting ways Earth science can help future 
generations meet the challenges of ensuring a safer 
and more prosperous world. Outreach includes 
educational ventures such as lecture tours, geology 
excursions, articles, competitions, and many other 
items and activities. To learn more, visit 
http://www.esfs.org online. 

Announcement - NASA – Ozone 
Monitoring 

NASA is launching a new website to help students 
plant ozone monitoring and bioindicator gardens at 
their schools or in their backyards. The website 
expands on the May activity - "Plant an Ozone 
Monitoring Garden" - of the Earth Science Activity 
Calendar for the 2008-09 school year, featured in this 
year's Earth Science Week Toolkit. 

NASA encourages teachers to bookmark the site and 
visit often. This fall you'll find background 
information on ozone-induced plant injury, training 
in identifying ozone injury to specific plants, 
activities and links for getting involved, and learning 
resources for educators and citizen scientists. 

The site is designed to help young people discover 
the importance of understanding ozone in the Earth's 
atmosphere and in their own backyards. As the site 
develops, you'll have the opportunity to share data 
with NASA - and eventually with students and 
researchers worldwide as part of the larger GLOBE 
project. Visit 
http://ozonegarden.larc.nasa.gov/index.html to learn 
more. 

Article - The International Year of 
Planet Earth 2007-2009: Earth 
Sciences for Society www.esfs.org  
 
Ralph W. Baird, Director, Board of Officers 
Corporation of the International Year of 
Planet Earth 
 
In this short article, it’s difficult to provide the details 
of the hundreds of events and programs initiated by 
partners of the IYPE. The international web site 
(www.esfs.org ) has information and calendars of  
 

http://www.earthsciweek.org/forteachers/index.html
http://www.earthsciweek.org/forplanners/index.html
http://www.earthsciweek.org/
http://www.agiweb.org/education/statusreports
mailto:aeb@agiweb.org
http://www.earthlearningidea.com/
http://www.earthlearningidea.blogspot.com/
http://www.esfs.org/
http://ozonegarden.larc.nasa.gov/index.html
http://www.esfs.org/
http://www.esfs.org/


activities for you to access. There are two questions 
for you to consider while learning about the IYPE: 
(1) How can the International Year of Planet Earth 
initiative help you work with society? And (2) How 
can you join the IYPE initiative to improve 
awareness by the general public and policy makers of 
the knowledge of Earth sciences? 
 
GSA and IYPE 
 
The Geological Society of America is an Associate 
Partner and an International Partner of IYPE. The 
International Year of Planet Earth is a global 
initiative to improve public awareness of Earth 
sciences. Geology and society have run hot and cold 
in public debates and discussions. In the late 
seventies, geology was acceptable and exciting to 
talk about at standup affairs. That changed and 
changed once more. Today, the citizen public is 
focused again on geology and Earth sciences and 
wants answers and solutions to consider. 

IYPE logo with colors representing core, land, ocean, and 
atmosphere 
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Theory about Earth’s processes must be separated 
from known cause and effect relations. Too often 
recently, obscure data and interpretation methods 
have been sited as fact when there is no reliable, 
understood cause to relate the sparsely measured 
effects. Earth scientists are continuing to explore and 
discover the relationships needed for policy decisions 
and will melt these to form a knowledge base of 
common sense. The Earth science community is at 
the front and center of policy makers. 
 
Background of IYPE 
 
The idea of an International Year of Planet Earth was 
launched in 2000 at an IUGS Council meeting. 
Proclamation of an International Year was seen as a 
potentially powerful means of demonstrating how 
society could profit from the accumulated knowledge 
of the solid Earth as part of System Earth. Following 
a feasibility study, immediate support was provided 
by UNESCO’s Earth Science Division, making it a 
joint initiative by IUGS and UNESCO (Initiators). It 
was decided in 2002 to seek proclamation of the 
International Year of Planet Earth by the General 
Assembly of the UN, with a view to providing the 
best possible exposure to national governments. 

 
On August 26, 2004, the joint Council of IUGS and 
the International Geological Congress, together 
representing Earth science communities in 140 
countries and regions, adopted a Declaration on the 
International Year. This invited UNESCO’s 
Executive Board to adopt an International Year of 
Planet Earth, considering that: 

• the geosciences can contribute significantly 
to a safer, healthier and wealthier world; 

• this potential contribution is seriously under-
used by society and should be substantially 
increased; 

• proclamation of an international year under 
the aegis of UN member states would help 
the Earth sciences to make their full 
contribution to the sustainable stewardship 
of the planet.  

 
Proclamation of 2008 as the International Year of 
Planet Earth was effected at the UN General 
Assembly in New York on 22 December 2005. At 
least three years will be needed to realize most of the 
ambitious science and outreach plans, and the Year’s 
triennium will thus run from 2007 to 2009. 
 
Very few Earth scientists articulate their common- 
sense knowledge to non-Earth scientists and to the 
citizen public and policy makers. The International 
Year of Planet Earth, since January 1, 2007, has 
helped inform non-geoscientists about Earth 
processes and predictions. There are now 73 national 
committees in 73 countries and public events in most 
countries have attracted interest in the Earth sciences. 
In the US, the United States National Committee  

World Map, showing locations and coverages of national 
committees 
 
(USNC) with leadership and representatives from the 
GSA, AAPG, AGI, AIPG and SEG, has planned 
educational programs, a lecture series and public 
events during the triennium to inform, involve and 
enlighten the public including the next generations. 
 
 



More Earth Science Measurements Needed Now 
 
“One of the major goals of the International Year of 
Planet Earth is to demonstrate the enormous benefits 
the Earth sciences have brought and can bring to 
society. Consider the tsunami that killed a quarter of 
a million people three years ago. How many of you 
associate that staggering death toll with a lack of 
seismological monitoring stations to alert countries to 
the underwater earthquake that was it cause?” 
 
More Earth Scientists Needed Now 
 
The IYPE aims to ensure greater and more effective 
use by society of knowledge and skills accumulated 
by the world’s 400,000 Earth scientists. Unfor-
tunately the numbers of Earth scientists is in decline 
because of fewer and fewer young people studying 
the Earth sciences, a situation that will inevitably lead 
to the closing of geology departments in many 
universities. This is shortsighted to say the least. 
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Hot air balloon in Sao Paulo Brazil 
 
In Germany, university enrollment in Earth sciences 
had been declining when it initiated its own National 
Year of Earth Science in 2002. This was a great 
success, and enrollment quadrupled in one university. 
Since then, long term funding for Earth sciences has 
grown, and universities have reorganized with 
interdisciplinary ‘geocenters’ launched at several 
universities. In the USA, there is a challenge to do 
the same and for others to replicate this success story 
on a global scale. 

Outreach 
 
By means of the IYPE outreach program that is 
designed for the general public that includes contests, 
events and publications, the IYPE will display the 
exciting side of Earth sciences and the remarkable 
contribution they make to sustainable socio-economic 
development. 
 
Geoparks There are now 53 Geoparks in 17 countries 
to attract geotourism and high quality geoproducts for 
the benefit of local economies. Each Geopark has as 
strong educational component for visitors. 
 
OneGeology UNESCO has supported a 55 nation 
research project called OneGeology. OneGeology 
will ultimately arrange for national geologic data to 
be stored in an internet databank by every nation in 
the world, thus completing the biggest jigsaw puzzle 
ever. 
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G&S Events & Sponsored Sessions 
 

 
Sunday   
am 

Sunday 
 pm 

Monday   
am 

Monday  
pm 

121-P5 
Emerging 
Workforce 
Crisis GRB 
Theater 
Hall A  
 

174-T154 
Managed 
Storage  
Recoverable 
Water GRB 
350DEF 

11:00-12:00 
G&S 
Division 
Manag. 
Board 
Meeting 
GRB 213  

 

140-T206 
Geoscience 
Diversity 
GRB 
310CF 

176-T206 
Geoscience 
Divsersity 
GRB 310CF 

 3:00-4:30 
Getting into 
Geoscience 
Policy GRB 
370EF 

P 155-T112 
Landslides 
GRB Hall E 

P 155-T112 
Landslides 
GRB Hall E 

  

 175-T174 
Teaching/ 
Learning 
Earth 
Systems 
GRB 342CF 

P 202-T174 
Teaching/ 
Learning 
Earth 
Systems 
GRB Hall E 

P 202-T174 
Teaching/ 
Learning 
Earth 
Systems 
GRB Hall E 

 12:15-1:15 
Commun. 
with 
Congress 
GRB 310CF 

 5:45-8:45 
G&S  Div. 
Lecture, 
Reception, 
& Business 
Meeting 
GRB 342CF 

Meeting session # - Topical, Pardee, or Joint # 
Abbreviated session/event title 
Convention Center room  
P = Poster sessions 
Other sessions and meetings of interest 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting at-a Glance 
 
 
Tuesday  
am 

Tuesday  
pm 

Wednesday  
am 

Wednesday  
pm 

P 67-J21 
Agricultural 
Contam. 
GRB Hall E 

P 67-J21 
Agricultural 
Contam. 
GRB Hall E 

282-T1 Coastal 
Environments 
& Sea Level 
Rise GRB 
Theater Hall A 

 

228-T11 
Global 
Warming  
GRB 
Theater 
Hall B 

264-T11 
Global 
Warming 
GRB Theater 
Hall B 

297-T149 
Groundwater 
Arsenic GRB 
342BE 

327-T149 
Groundwater 
Arsenic GRB 
342BE 

 276-T208 
Geology and 
Religion 
GRB 361C 

298-T192 
Achievements 
Supporting K-
12 Teachers & 
Students GRB 
342CF 

 

 5:30-7:30 
Cong. Sci.. 
Fellows 
Panel 
Discussion / 
Reception 
GRB 310BE 

  

 
Note – There are no G&S events or sponsored 
sessions on Thursday, October 9. 
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