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Greetings from the Chair 

eology & Society Division has been quite busy 
t newsletter. You will see evidence of our good 
arter work in these pages. 

er, it seems worth noting that it has been a busy 
cience outside of the G&S Division. The month 
 notable seismic activity…first in the Alaska 
en in the Illinois Basin, in western Nevada, and 
California. And in “people news,” Dr. Suzette M. 
 been named Associate Director for Geology of 
logical Survey. Kimball is the first woman to 

ition. And we have all watched the steady climb 
f gasoline at the pump. It seems to be driving 
terest in renewable energy sources…the debates 
rbines are building in many U.S. locations.  

s front, we can report that the G&S Division has 
ric season at the GSA section meetings during 
l. This year for the first time G&S had a booth at 
ix GSA section meetings. It was wonderful to 
nce in the regions where our colleagues are, and 
ussions with you about the local geoscience issues 
ur lives. A big “thank you” to the many G&Sers 
who made that presence possible!  (See the article, 
ion Booth is at all GSA Section Meetings” on 
 also have been spending a fair amount of time 
tting ready for the GSA Annual Meeting, such as 

r 2008 G&S Distinguished Lecture that features 
nal geoscientist, educator, and leader, Dr. William 
e University of Texas at Austin. We have also 
n exciting meeting event for our younger 
in partnership with the Geology and Public Policy 
GPPC). “Getting into Geoscience Policy: 
 Avocations” is a workshop that features a panel

mailto:jamesdavis93@comcast.net
mailto:goodwin@isgs.uiuc.edu
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of geopolicy experts – Congressional Fellows, 
geoscience policy directors, state-based resource 
managers, and even a policy intern.  
 
G&S also is sponsoring or co-sponsoring 22 topical 
sessions on topics that align with our interests as a 
division (hopefully that means YOUR interests as 
well). Please take a look at the list (see G&S 
sponsored sessions on pp. 8-9) and submit an abstract 
to a session in which you can lend your expertise. 
The GSA meeting is more engaging when you are 
part of it, and you will find the opportunity to connect 
with your colleagues is priceless. 
 
Other special topics of interest in this newsletter issue 
include two articles from the Critical Issues Caucus, a 
group of mostly senior (geo)scientists who dedicate 
some of their time to exploring provocative ideas and 
issues in the geosciences (see pp. 4-5). Also, there’s 
an interesting article on a climate change session 
planned for GSA; the article leads one to think a bit 
more seriously about the role of climate change in 
our offices and classrooms, and offers a glimpse of a 
stellar keynote speaker as well (see pp. 2-4).  
 
And just to keep you informed, we have a few reports 
from meetings within GSA where we hope we 
reflected your interests and thus represented you 
well: the GSA Division Chairs meeting last fall, and 
the Geology and Public Policy Committee meeting 
this spring (see p. 6).  
 
And last, but far from least, the G&S Division 
extends Congratulations to the American 
Association of State Geologists (AASG) on their 
100th anniversary. We salute these colleagues in 
their efforts “to advance the science and practical 
application of geology and related earth sciences in 
the United States and its territories, commonwealths, 
and possessions” (see also a brief article on p. 10). 
 
Invitation: we would like to hear from you about your 
interests and concerns in geology and society issues. 
Concerns about citizens’ access to natural resources – 
whether it is clean air, water, or energy – continue to 
be at the forefront for the community, along with 
issues in climate, education, and the geoscience 
workforce. But, however global the topics may be, 
the issues are local to each of us, and that is where we 
can each play a role. 
 
The GSA G&S Newsletter is your vehicle for sharing 
ideas, building coalitions, and moving action items 
into play. Come on board! 
 

             Marilyn Suiter, Chair G&S Division  

In This Newsletter Issue: 
 

Page 2 -   Article - Climate-Change Science Claims Center 
Stage at Joint Annual Meeting in Houston 

 

Page 4 -   Article - Can Recognition of Rapid Geological 
Change Help to Balance Fears of Impending Doom? 

 

Page 5 -  Article - Bridging the Gulf Between Carbon 
Sequestration and Global Sustainability 

 

Report on the Meeting of GSA Division Chairs 
 

Page 6 -   Report from the GPPC Spring Meeting in 
Washington, DC 

 

  Report – G&S Division Booth is at all GSA 
Section Meetings in 2008! 

 

Page 8 -  Report – GSA Leadership Weekend, May 2008 
 

Announcement - G&S Division Sponsored and 
Co-Sponsored Sessions for the 2008 Annual 
Meeting in Houston, TX 

 

Page 9 -  Announcement - 8th Annual Technical Forum: 
Geohazards in Transportation in the Appalachian 
Region 

 

Page 10 - Congratulations to the American Association of 
State Geologists 

 

Student opportunity - GSA Research Grants are 
for Geopolicy Research Too! 

 

Page 11 - 2008 Election Begins: Candidates for Second 
Vice-Chair Announced 

 

Page 12 - Geology & Society Division Officer Ballot 
  

 

Climate-Change Science Claims 
Center Stage at Joint Annual 
Meeting in Houston 
 

George T. Stone, Milwaukee Area Technical 
College, Milwaukee, WI  stoneg@matc.edu   
 

Andrew M. Buddington, Spokane Community 
College, Spokane, WA 
a.buddington@scc.spokane.edu
 
In Celebrating the International Year of Planet Earth 
(IYPE) at the 2008 Joint Annual Meeting in Houston, 
the Geological Society of America (GSA) and five 
associated societies will feature Joint Plenary Session 
categories that “encompass the 10 broad, societally 
relevant and multidisciplinary themes” that comprise 
the IYPE Science Program.  Among these categories 
are climate change, water, energy, coastal impacts, 
and carbon sequestration.  Bravo!  It is timely and 
entirely appropriate for GSA and its associated 
societies to address and spotlight these compelling 
geoscience topics.          
 
In its position statement on climate change adopted in 
October, 2006, “The Geological Society of America 

http://www.geosociety.org/grants/
mailto:stoneg@matc.edu
mailto:a.buddington@scc.spokane.edu
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(GSA) supports the scientific conclusions that Earth’s 
climate is changing; the climate changes are due in 
part to human activities; and the probable 
consequences of the climate changes will be 
significant and blind to geopolitical boundaries.” 
 
We feel strongly that GSA should assume a more 
active leadership role in communicating hard science 
relevant to current climate change to the geoscience 
community and the community at large.  Are we not 
both scientists and citizens?  We believe that it is our 
professional responsibility to reach out to and educate 
the public, especially in matters of vital public policy.  
Science should serve the public and the public 
interest, and the scientific method should prevail over 
politics, inertia, and emotional attachment to long 
held views and cherished concepts. 
 
At the 2007 GSA Annual Meeting in Denver, we co-
chaired a topical session titled Teaching Climate 
Change and Energy Issues in the Classroom: An 
Imperative for Educated Citizens and Geoscientists.  
Because eighteen excellent abstracts were submitted, 
our time was extended to one and a half sessions.  
They were very well attended, and the questions and 
comments were enthusiastic and positive.  Buoyed by 
the success of our sessions on teaching climate 
change, we decided to propose a session focused on 
the methodology and evidence of global warming 
science for the Joint Meeting in Houston. 
 
In this spirit, we submitted a proposal for a session in 
Houston titled Global Warming Science: Implications 
for Geoscientists, Educators, and Policy Makers, and 
we are pleased to report that our proposal was 
accepted as a Topical Session (T11 at 
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/index.epl) in 
the categories Environmental Geoscience, 
Geoscience Education, and Public Policy.  We urge 
all scientists with relevant researchers to submit an 
abstract for this session prior to the June 3 deadline! 
 
As geoscience educators, we felt duty bound to 
provide a forum for the presentation of rigorous 
science regarding current climate change and its 
implications.  After all, an immense body of evidence 
from the diverse disciplines of the earth sciences 
affirms the reality and anthropogenesis of global 
warming.  Projections indicate that dangerous 
environmental impacts will very likely occur unless 
decisive action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is 
undertaken immediately.  And such action will 
require informed geoscientists, educators, policy 
makers, and citizenry. 
 
Geoscientists are uniquely qualified to communicate 
the essence and urgency of the challenges 
encompassing climate change and energy resources.  
It is therefore incumbent upon them to report 

rigorous science and promote informed policy 
decisions -- particularly in areas of overarching 
importance to the future of humanity.  We 
determined to invite highly qualified and respected 
researchers from a wide range of geoscience fields 
germane to global warming so that our session would 
meet our dual objectives of attracting a large and 
diverse audience and deepening general 
understanding of this essential science.  To these 
ends, we urge you to attend. 
 
We were highly gratified by the positive responses 
we received from prospective sponsors and speakers 
for our proposed session.  Four divisions of GSA and 
three affiliated organizations offered to serve as 
sponsors: GSA Geoscience Education Division; The 
American Quaternary Association (AMQUA); GSA 
Geology and Health Division; GSA Geology and 
Society Division; GSA Quaternary Geology and 
Geomorphology Division; National Association of 
Geoscience Teachers (NAGT); and Gulf Coast 
Association of Geological Societies. 
 
Eric Grimm of the Illinois State Museum wrote, “I 
am pleased to say that the AMQUA Council 
unanimously endorses joint AMQUA sponsorship of 
your proposed technical session.”  John Clague, Past 
President of INQUA, added, “Count me in. As you 
know, your proposal was embraced by AMQUA, of 
which I am a Councilor - and rightly so; it's excellent 
that you and Andy are doing this.”  John also 
reported that INQUA recently approved a climate 
position statement. 
 
Geoffrey Plumlee (USGS) exclaimed, “It sounds 
great. Gabe agrees. We (Geology and Health 
Division) would be delighted to sponsor or co-
sponsor the session;” Marith Reheis (USGS) added, 
“I think this would be very appropriate for 
sponsorship by the Quaternary Geology and 
Geomorphology Division and am happy to extend 
this to you;” and Eric Riggs (Purdue) reported, “The 
NAGT board votes YES – we are happy to extend 
sponsorship for your session proposal.” 
Comments from prospective speakers included the 
following: “I think this is a very important session 
and will finally give the right signal. If I can do my 
share to help, I would be very happy” (Caspar 
Ammann/NCAR); “I strongly support the initiative 
you are taking, and would be happy to contribute” 
(Peter J. Barrett/Antarctic Research Centre/Victoria 
University of Wellington); “This session looks 
GREAT! Exactly the type of session that I was going 
to propose, but now I don't have to!” (Gabriel 
Filippelli/Indiana University-Purdue University); “It 
is very important to do this and I commend you on 
your efforts” (James Kennett/University of California 
- Santa Barbara); “This sounds like a wonderful 

http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/index.epl


forum, and something I'd really like to participate in” 
(Michael E. Mann/The Pennsylvania State 
University); and “The session you are proposing for 
the 08 meeting sounds like it will be a perfect fit for 
one of the main themes of the meeting”(Heather 
Petcovic/Western Michigan University). 
 
Emboldened by this enthusiastic support, we decided 
to invite Jim Hansen to Houston to address the 
geoscience community.  Director of NASA’s 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies at Columbia 
University, Dr. Hansen has collected and analyzed 
global surface temperatures and studied the earth’s 
atmosphere since the 1970s.  He is widely recognized     
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as one of the planet’s preeminent climate scientists.  
Hansen was elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences in 1996, and in 2001 was awarded the 
prestigious Heinz Award in the Environment “for his 
exemplary leadership.”  He was listed as one of Time 
Magazine's “100 Most Influential People” in the 
2006 Time 100 list. 
 
In his current paper “Target CO : Where Should 
Humanity Aim?

2
” (submitted to Science), Hansen and 

co-authors assert that “If humanity wishes to preserve 
a planet similar to that on which civilization 
developed and to which life on Earth is adapted, 
paleoclimate evidence and ongoing climate change 
suggest that CO2 will need to be reduced from its 
current 385 ppm to at most 350 ppm.”  Inasmuch as 
many mitigation 
strategies strive 
to level C02 at 
450 ppm, this 
sobering 
conclusion 
captures the 
awesome 
magnitude of the 
challenge we 
face.  It is time for                  Jim Hansen  
our geoscience community to give James Hansen 
center stage.  Needless to say, we are more than 
delighted to report that Dr. Hansen accepted our 
invitation and that GSA has arranged a special 
plenary session for him over the noon hour on 
Tuesday, October 7.  We urge you to be there! 
 
Daunting as are the challenges of climate change, let 
us be heartened by the opportunities they present.  If 
stability induces complacency, change inspires action 
and innovation.  May we embrace the timeless 
wisdom of Plato: A need or problem encourages 
creative efforts to meet the need or solve the problem.  
Let us step up as dedicated and responsible 
geoscientists to investigate and promulgate the new 
realities of the twenty-first century! 
  

 

Can Recognition of Rapid 
Geological Change Help To Balance 
Fears of Impending Doom? 

  

 A.R. Berger, GSA Critical Issues Caucus  
Wolfville, NS Canada bergerar@telus.net
 

Much concern is being expressed over climate 
change and environmental degradation, whether in 
one’s own back yard or far away. A sense of panic 
can even be detected in movies on climate warming 
and natural disasters, and in books such as: 
“Collapse; Field Notes from a Catastrophe”; “Heat: 
How to Stop the Planet from Burning”; and “A Brief 
History of the End of the World.” With serious 
worries growing over the likely effects of climate 
change, it cannot be easy for young people to look 
forward to a future being forecast as one of rapid and 
widespread change, even catastrophe - a world vastly 
different from that of their parents and grand-parents.  
There seems to be a deep-seated conviction that if 
only people ceased to stress and harm Nature – 
climate, ecosystems, wilderness landscapes - there 
would be stasis, equilibrium, and harmony. Aside 
from obvious exceptions such as tsunamis, 
earthquakes, and floods, landscapes undisturbed by 
human action would remain in some sort of pre-
historic condition, and Nature would continue to 
provide a benevolent background for people, plants, 
and animals. Obviously there is a need to reduce the 
collective human footprint and the many ways in 
which people degrade the natural environment. But 
much natura naturans – non-human nature doing 
what it has always done – may now be trumped by 
anthropocentric drivers, it has neither disappeared, 
nor clearly weakened.   
 
I believe that Earth Science can help to counter 
potential despair by emphasizing that the surface of 
the Earth has always been subject to change, fast or 
slow, widespread or localized. In different ways such 
changes, many of which can be seen within a normal 
human lifetime, have influenced human history, 
sometimes linked to climate, sometimes not.  
Examples include karstification, frozen ground 
activity, dust storms, sea-level change, movements in 
shoreline position, the migration of sand dunes, 
fluctuations in glaciers, groundwater level and soil 
quality (see www.geoindicator.org). When these and 
other non-catastrophic changes are added to the 
panoply of rapid-onset natural disasters, the global 
landscape is seen in a much more dynamic light. 
Recognizing that change, not stasis, is the norm 
might help us to design our policies so as to take into 
account natural changes, with their various rates. 
Such efforts could counteract a sense of helplessness 
and encourage efforts to adapt to environmental 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:James_Hansen.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_100
http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/2008/TargetCO2_20080407.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/2008/TargetCO2_20080407.pdf
mailto:bergerar@telus.net
http://www.geoindicator.org/
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change, rather than view this as an entirely human 
overlay and virtually unstoppable. Yet, as long as the 
perception persists that geology works too slowly to 
be of human concern, that environmental change is 
either “humanly short and rapid” or “geologically 
slow”, earth science will continue to be marginalized 
in this respect. Renewed attention to the short term, 
on rapid landscape change, could help to balance 
such a view, by demonstrating that natural change 
has always been around – on various temporal and 
spatial scales – and that so far the human species has 
proved to be resilient.  
 

Bridging the Gulf Between Carbon 
Sequestration and Global 
Sustainability 
 

Submitted by the GSA Critical Issues Caucus 
 
We members of the Critical Issues Caucus have been 
engaged in a discussion about the efficacy and 
adequacy of carbon sequestration as a way to 
improve the chances that world societies may evolve 
in a sustainable way.  Here we outline some of our 
concerns. 
 
We agree that carbon sequestration in geological 
media and on a mega-industrial scale is not only 
feasible, but could significantly contribute to 
reducing global carbon dioxide emission and thereby 
to ameliorating global warming. We are fortunate 
that one of our members, Julio Friedmann, is a leader 
in this research program at Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratories, so he can keep us abreast of the status 
of current technology in geological sequestration.  
We do wonder, however, whether such an enormous 
undertaking could take off in a timely way on a 
global scale, and even if it does, what might be the 
environmental, geochemical, and geological 
consequences of large scale insertion of carbon 
dioxide into the subsurface. Wyoming has recently 
passed a law that assigns ownership of pore spaces in 
rocks to the owners of the land surface. This law is 
intended to facilitate sequestration by clarifying the 
legal context; but might it lead to a “Not Under My 
Backyard (NUMBY) syndrome”?  What can 
scientists do to help shape such deliberations to avoid 
unintended consequences that might carry a heavy 
social price? 
 
Whereas our group supports the concept of large 
scale geological carbon sequestration, we think that it 
is not too early to discuss issues beyond 
sequestration. The main role of technology will 
probably be to provide a bridging technology that 
could give us 30 to 50 years to develop economic 
low-carbon and zero-carbon technologies.  What will 
be the nature of the sustainable follow-up 

technologies that can see the world through the years 
beyond carbon sequestration? 
 
Accepting that carbon sequestration and even future 
next-generation high-tech capabilities could buy the 
world some badly needed time, how should we use 
that time? The twin challenges of growing world 
population and of increasing per capita demand for 
resources are bracketed by the limits of the closed 
system of our Earth. Would the shifting combinations 
of high-tech, geographic realities for carbon 
sequestration, needs for ecosystem protection, and 
world-wide human needs and expectations be 
adaptive enough to ensure a long-term and sufficient 
infrastructure? How can we Earth scientists make 
significant contributions? 
 
We need to send a message to both the affluent and 
materially deprived societies that they both must 
assume responsibility for the transit towards long 
term, global sustainability. Urgently, the affluent 
societies must cleanse themselves of their addiction 
to ever-inflating and ostentatious consumption. At the 
same time, the materially deprived societies need to 
examine the nature of their expectations of improved 
life, as they break free of the stranglehold of poverty 
and deprivation, and avoid falling into the trap of 
conspicuous consumption. These two sets of actions 
need to be carried out in coordination in order to 
prevent cheating and to build mutual trust, and they 
should aim to converge to a globally sustainable 
economy.  Yet, how do we impart the importance of 
the long view on sustainability to people accustomed 
to seeing no further than the next election cycle, or at 
best no further than their children’s transition into 
adulthood?  How do we avoid sending an unintended 
message of despair? 
 
Hope, and its opposite, despair, are not scientific 
concepts, yet these are often the forces that drive 
society’s actions and innovations: hope is the basis 
for a sustainable world. We may or may not be able 
to count on high-tech solutions or serendipity to bail 
us out, and we would be foolhardy to rely on them 
alone. All of us need humility and open minds to 
survive on a closed planet. 
  

 

Report on the Meeting of  
GSA Division Chairs 
 

The chairs of GSA’s divisions met during the GSA 
Annual Meeting in Denver, CO in October 2007. 
This report provides key highlights from a meeting 
that was quite diverse in topics, and which had good 
discussion. 
 

Jack Hess, GSA executive director, reported that 
GSA membership has increased to ~21,000 and GSA 



Denver meeting registration was expected to tally at 
~6,500 attendees (actual total >6,700).  
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The number of divisions with two-year terms for 
officers is growing. Divisions with this framework 
find that it helps preserve institutional memory at 
Division Meetings, and is critical for continuity of 
division programs. 
 

Some Divisions would like the review period for 
approving session sponsorship to be extended. This 
would ensure that sessions are appropriate for that 
division’s sponsorship. There was also discussion of 
an overall mechanism for formalizing sponsorship to 
increase quality of sessions and avoid confusion on 
subject relevance.  
 

The Geology & Society Division wants to gauge 
interest in half-day sessions on interfacing with 
policy, legislators, decision makers, educators 
through letter writing, etc., as well as on preparing 
geoscientists for interviews with the media. One 
suggestion is that such sessions might be best at 
section meetings (lower costs, better member access).  
 

Division leaders requested lists identifying division 
members and providing basic demographic 
information (state of residence; section membership) 
to help target and recruit participation in Division 
activities. Some privacy issues complicate fulfilling 
this need, but possible solutions include sending 
messages out through GSA Headquarters. 
 

GSA Council has developed an ad hoc committee on 
section-division integration to increase interaction 
between sections and divisions. Chairs note that both 
division and section leadership support this idea. The 
Committee wants to encourage student participation. 
The contact person is Jerry DeGraff.  
 

All GSA divisions (17) agreed to co-sponsor a 2008 
Pardee Symposium on the future of the geoscience 
workforce. The session is envisioned with traditional 
presentations (papers), with the follow-up of the 
production of a white paper or executive summary 
for distribution to academic administrators, media, 
and others. There would be effort made to involve 
associated societies. The leads to implement this 
effort are John Holbrook and Kevin Bohacs. 
 

                     Marilyn Suiter and Sue Halsey 
 

Report from the GPPC Spring 
Meeting in Washington, DC 
 

Climate change, evolution, energy policy—
Americans are grappling with a number of issues that 
fall directly under the purview of the geoscience 
community. One way for the geologic community to 
make its voice heard on public policy is through 
GSA’s Geology and Public Policy Committee 

(GPPC), which develops position 
statements about these and other 
publicly prominent issues. These 
statements are then used in 
working the public, in legislative 
and Congressional hearings, and in 
cooperation with other              
professional societies. Because  
these position statements directly             
involve public policy, members of          Rex Buchanan 
the Geology and Society Division  
have a strong stake in the GPPC and its work.             
 

Current position statements are on GSA’s website at 
http://www.geosociety.org/positions/index.htm. New 
position statements are regularly being developed and 
forwarded to the GSA Council for approval. The 
GPPC meets twice a year to develop new statements, 
update existing statements, discuss public policy 
issues with representatives of other societies (such as 
AGU and AGI), and talk with Craig Schiffries, who 
heads up GSA’s Washington, D.C., office. 
 

At its most recent meeting in March, the GPPC 
reviewed the status of position papers on energy and 
mineral resources, water, protection of geoheritage 
sites (locations of paleontological or geologic 
importance), coastal zone management, open access 
to data and publications, and diversity. In addition, 
there was considerable discussion of methods to 
measure the effectiveness of these position 
statements, and the possibility of drafting a white 
paper for the new presidential administration. 
 

All of the topics under consideration by the GPPC, 
along with others, should be of interest to members 
of the Geology and Society Division. If you haven’t 
already done so, take a look at the GSA position 
papers, and comment on those where you have a 
stake. If you have thoughts about existing position 
statements, or see the need for additional statements, 
pass those along to me or any member of the 
committee. These statements are one way of 
equipping the geologic community to become more 
engaged with the issues that all of us face. 
 

Rex Buchanan 
Kansas Geological Survey rex@kgs.ku.edu  
G&S Division Representative to the GSA GPPC 
 

Report – G&S Division Booth is at 
all GSA Section Meetings in 2008!  
 

For the first time, the G&S Division had a booth in 
the exhibit halls at all six GSA Section meetings this 
spring. This may be a first for any GSA division for 
any year. We thank everyone who staffed the booths.  
G&S presence at these meetings is a commitment to 
discussing the importance of geology and public policy 
with the membership and receiving input on significant 

http://www.geosociety.org/positions/index.htm
mailto:rex@kgs.ku.edu


state and local issues from the membership. Promoting 
public policy issues in partnership with GSA’s Geology 
& Public Policy Committee (GPPC) and having a joint 
active role in Sectional meetings via a booth presence 
and sponsorship of technical sessions are important 
missions of the Division.  
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Northeastern 
27-29 March 2008, Buffalo, New York  
Southeastern  
10-11 April 2008, Charlotte, North Carolina  
South-Central  
30 March-1 April 2008, Hot Springs, Arkansas  
North-Central  
24-25 April 2008, Evansville, Indiana  
Cordilleran-Rocky Mountain  
19-21 March 2008, University of Nevada – Las Vegas 
(combined meeting) 

 
NORTHEASTERN and  SOUTH-CENTRAL 
G&S booth staff from the Northeastern and South-
Central meetings report that booth success was based 
on booth location. From Northeastern: “We were right 
next to the poster booths...during the welcoming party 
we were near the food, so that worked out well…the 
next morning, …we moved the table and set up next to 
the GSA bookstore… We had lots of students and 
teachers and others interested in the position statements 
and how to use them, plus there was interest in joining 
the Division. The booth was also a place to ‘hang out’ 
for Geo-types who wanted to just sit and talk, which 
was also good.” Similarly, the folks at South-Central 
indicated that by sharing booth space with another 
program area, and by locating in the lobby near the 
exhibit area entrance, they got good exposure and 
networking with meeting attendees. 
 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN and CORDILLERAN 
The booth at the Rocky Mountain-Cordilleran 
Section joint meeting was a demonstration of 
perseverance and teamwork at an impressive scale. 
The timing was such that it became difficult to 

distribute limited booth materials in a timely manner, 
as several meetings were held in mid- to late-March, 
and the booth staffing was uncertain. However, the 
determination of both G&S management team 
members and the Nevada Geological Survey staff 
prevailed. In the end, there was extraordinary 
staffing, with extended booth visits by the GSA 
Executive Director, the GSA Foundation President, 
and the State Geologist of Nevada. 
 
SOUTHEASTERN and NORTH-CENTRAL 
G&S leaders made the G&S booth a strikingly 
handsome one at the Southeastern and North-Central 
section meetings, by the reports we received. Booth 
staffing reflected G&S folks as well as colleagues 
from the state geological surveys in Kentucky, 
Illinois, and others. Apparently location was again a 
key factor in booth attendance. At the Southeastern 
Section, the number of visitors to the booth was 
reported to be rather small -- perhaps 40 or 50 
students and professionals over the two days -- 
mainly because the exhibit hall was in an isolated 
location away from the rest of the meeting rooms.  
The fact that poster sessions also were held in a 
separate room and refreshment breaks were set up in 
a hallway outside the meeting rooms away from the 
room where the exhibits were displayed also may 
have limited the exhibit hall traffic. 
 

By contrast, at the North-Central Section meeting, the 
exhibit hall played a central and positive role in the 
G&S booth’s successful operation. Refreshment 
breaks were set up in and near the exhibit hall and 
poster sessions were held in the same hall, ensuring a 
steady flow of traffic passing the exhibits throughout 
the meeting. Students and professionals took the time 
to engage in conversations with G&S folks over the 
two days of the meeting, and some of those 
conversations were extensive. 
 

Adding excitement to the North-Central meeting was a 
magnitude 5.2 earthquake in nearby southeastern 
Illinois that preceded the North-Central meeting by a 
few days and an aftershock that jiggled the Aztar 
Casino conference center and the surrounding areas of 
Illinois and Indiana while the meeting was underway. 
These events highlighted the importance of geologic 
knowledge in making decisions to protect the health 
and safety of citizens. The meeting became a significant 
television news event for the Evansville market. 
 
SUMMARY 
Craig Schiffries, GSA’s new Director for Geoscience 
Policy, spent time at the G&S booths at the 
Cordilleran-Rocky Mountain and the North-Central 
section meetings, discussing GSA position 
statements and related topics. (The most popular 
position statements were those on Global Climate 
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Change, Teaching of Evolution, and The Importance 
of Teaching Earth Science in Schools.) Craig 
indicated that he had numerous contacts with GSA 
members on an array of public policy issues, 
information sharing, and educational efforts 
involving geoscience in the legislative and executive 
branches of government.  
 
A very large “thank you” to all of you who visited 
and especially to those who staffed or otherwise 
facilitated the G&S booth at the section meetings this 
year. A special note of appreciation to GSA’s Ginger 
Williams, a member of Jack Hess’ executive team, 
who helped ensure that copies of all the GSA 
Position Statements were available as handouts at the 
booths.   
 
Finally, an attendee at the Northeastern Section 
meeting, a K-12 teacher, wrote to one of the G&S 
booth staff: “I wanted to drop a line and just say a 
quick ‘Thank You’ for the time you spent with me at 
the most recent GSA Conference in Buffalo. While 
we really only chatted for a few minutes at your 
booth, I walked away with a better understanding of 
how directly I could share the goals of the GSA 
(those that match my own personal goals) with my 
high school juniors and seniors.  I currently teach a 
college-level Physical Geology course to students (as 
well as Earth Science to high school sophomores). 
Thanks again for your time, handouts, and 
influence!”  
 
That is an excellent reflection of why we established 
the booth…and why we will be at the section 
meetings again in 2009. See you there. 
 

Report – GSA Leadership Weekend 
May 2008 
 

“How do we make it all work together?” was the title 
for the May 2 and 3 weekend event hosted in Boulder 
by GSA for its leadership, including GSA Council, 
GSA Foundation trustees, GSA/GSAF staff, and 
representatives from GSA divisions, sections, 
committees, and Associated and Affiliated Societies.  
 
The meeting began on Friday with the functional 
groups discussing their charge, which was to update 
the language of the strategic plan so as to reflect the 
interactions between/among the units (divisions, 
sections, etc.), the roles of the groups including 
implementing the strategic plan, and the most 
effective implementation of the plan. In the 
afternoon, the discussion was plenary and addressed 
enhanced communication and organization, as well as 
discussion of the strategic planning process overall, 
including the GSA mission and goals. On Saturday, 
the discussions continued, with focus on integrating 

the brainstorming of the previous day into the 
strategic plan, and reporting out in the afternoon.   
 
G&S Division Chair Marilyn Suiter participated in 
the breakout discussion session on the goal: “To 
promote geoscience in the service of society,” which 
embraced education and outreach, and government 
affairs. The discussion included a new consideration 
of globalization and international community. 
Interesting aspects of the discussion on government 
affairs included possibilities such as tracking relevant 
legislation, and educating members to respond 
responsibly and effectively as local geoscience issues 
arise. 
 
GSA Executive Director Jack Hess and GSA 
President Jack Sharp indicated that the resulting 
document will be reviewed at multiple levels, 
including a follow-up with the meeting participants, 
and a timeline of doing so by Fall 2008. 
Monica Gowan, GSA Council Liaison to Divisions, 
reported on the Division commentary from the 
leadership meeting to the GSA Council on May 4 and 
5. A summary is anticipated for a future newsletter. 
Also there is an exciting new funding initiative from 
the GSA Foundation that embraces geology and 
society activities, among other service-oriented 
opportunities. 
 

Announcement –  
G&S Division Sponsored and  
Co-Sponsored Sessions, GSA 2008 
Annual Meeting, Houston, TX 
 

The G&S Division strongly encourages its members 
to submit abstracts to the following G&S sponsored 
and co-sponsored sessions for the 2008 Joint Meeting 
of the Geological Society of America, Soil Science 
Society of America, American Society of Agronomy, 
Crop Science Society of America, and the Gulf Coast 
Association of Geological Societies, with the Gulf 
Coast Section of SEPM. The meeting will be held at 
the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, 
TX, October 5-9, 2008. The theme of the meeting is 
Celebrating the International Year of Planet Earth. 
 
Please note that the abstract submission date is 
earlier than in previous years – June 3, 2008.  
 
The G&S sponsored and co-sponsored sessions 
are listed below alphabetically. 

JOINT SESSIONS  

• Can Wetland Functions be Meaningfully 
Characterized from Landscape Position, 
Climatic Settings, and other Proxy Data?  

http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/joint/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21474&Hash=3110834c783d1550aa9b9b68a1cb562d&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/joint/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21474&Hash=3110834c783d1550aa9b9b68a1cb562d&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/joint/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21474&Hash=3110834c783d1550aa9b9b68a1cb562d&PrintCloseMessage=1
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• Subsurface Fate and Transport of 
Agricultural Contaminants  

TOPICAL SESSIONS  

• T157. Dealing with Water Resources in 
Intra-state Violent Conflicts Between 
Central Governments and Local or 
Regional Communities  

• T201. Geoantiquities and Unique Geological 
Heritage  

• T196. Geologic Mapping: Digital Methods, 
3D Model Construction, Computational 
Applications, and Information 
Dissemination 

• T197. Geologic Mapping: Innovations and 
Interoperability (Posters) 

• T181. Geology Field Trips in Urban 
Settings: Making the Most of a "Paved-
over" Landscape  

• T173. Geology in the National Parks: 
Research, Mapping, and Resource 
Management  

• T206. Geoscience Diversity 2008: Status, 
Strategies, and Successful Models  

• T11. Global Warming Science: Implications 
for Geoscientists, Educators, and Policy 
Makers  

• T149. Groundwater Arsenic: A Global 
Environmental Health Problem and 
Sustainable Mitigation  

• T208. History of the Influence of Religion 
on Geology and Geology on Religion  

• T195. International Research Experiences 
for U.S. Students: Best Practices, 
Experiences, and Projects  

• T112. Landslide Inventories, Landslide 
Hazards, Databases and Mapping: Status of 
Information and Progress Toward a Shared 
Standard (Posters)  

• T154. Managed Underground Storage of 
Recoverable Water  

• T113. Natural Hazards Assessment, 
Evaluation, and Mitigation using HAZUS-
MH.  

• T117. Problem Geologic Units in Slope 
Stability  

• T192. Professional Society, Organization, 
Institution, and Federal Agency 

Achievements Supporting K–12 Teachers 
and Students  

• T202. Propagating Geoinformatics and 
Virtual Globe Resources into the K–12 
Environment: Integrating spatial Earth 
system data with classroom science for a 
future workforce  

• T1. Response of Coastal Environments to 
Accelerated Sea Level Rise  

• T174. Teaching and Learning about 
Complex Earth Systems: Effective 
Strategies in Undergraduate Classrooms 
and Teacher Development Programs  

• T186. Using GPS Technology to Bring 
Geoscience to the Wider Community  

 

Announcement –  
8th Annual Technical Forum: 
Geohazards in Transportation in 
the Appalachian Region 
 
A forum sponsored by the Nick J. Rahall, II 
Appalachian Transportation Institute (RTI) and the 
Marshall University Center for Environmental, 
Geotechnical, and Applied Sciences (CEGAS) is 
scheduled for August 5-7, 2008, at the Charleston 
Marriott Town Center, Charleston, WV. 
 
RTI, a U.S. Department of Transportation University 
Transportation Center, was established at Marshall 
University by the U.S. Congress in the Transportation 
Equity Act for the 21st Century on June 8, 1998. The 
grant includes 4 partner schools in southern West 
Virginia. CEGAS was established in May 1993 at 
Marshall University with support from Congressman 
Nick J. Rahall, II and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  
 
The goal of the Center is to forge close relationships 
among the business community, higher education 
institutions, and government agencies, in technology-
based endeavors. CEGAS conducts research, 
development, and science projects in environmental 
management, geotechnical emergency, and 
information technology. 
 
The Appalachian states are tied by common 
geographical and geological challenges, and multi-
modal transportation in the Appalachian region is 
essential for economic development. The objectives of 
the Forum include sharing of resources and 
information, exchange of methodologies and 
experiences, and collaboration on geologic projects and 
research activities. The most exciting prospect is 

http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/joint/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21424&Hash=ccd7b62d81121b68c66e732f7e72a30e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/joint/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21424&Hash=ccd7b62d81121b68c66e732f7e72a30e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21566&Hash=af27c23f1b9720e11e0ed0795f8dff19&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21566&Hash=af27c23f1b9720e11e0ed0795f8dff19&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21566&Hash=af27c23f1b9720e11e0ed0795f8dff19&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21566&Hash=af27c23f1b9720e11e0ed0795f8dff19&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=20966&Hash=22fc51038ae080267b84ce6ecb5444a1&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=20966&Hash=22fc51038ae080267b84ce6ecb5444a1&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21308&Hash=36be1a12f95c6381b40565cab602c5bc&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21308&Hash=36be1a12f95c6381b40565cab602c5bc&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21308&Hash=36be1a12f95c6381b40565cab602c5bc&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21308&Hash=36be1a12f95c6381b40565cab602c5bc&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21527&Hash=7b6699ce4a4ee8b18cd5c91d77ee02a8&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21527&Hash=7b6699ce4a4ee8b18cd5c91d77ee02a8&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21527&Hash=7b6699ce4a4ee8b18cd5c91d77ee02a8&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21465&Hash=80abcc19a1a8952470c445d8a36ef2ab&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21465&Hash=80abcc19a1a8952470c445d8a36ef2ab&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21465&Hash=80abcc19a1a8952470c445d8a36ef2ab&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21204&Hash=68f45f6458c415ade5ebc9d96458b5e5&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21204&Hash=68f45f6458c415ade5ebc9d96458b5e5&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22163&Hash=becbe1d540d5c2e732c62a3b3a4b6daa&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22163&Hash=becbe1d540d5c2e732c62a3b3a4b6daa&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22163&Hash=becbe1d540d5c2e732c62a3b3a4b6daa&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22057&Hash=c53fbb03aab533a0fba66a0d9aeb5416&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22057&Hash=c53fbb03aab533a0fba66a0d9aeb5416&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22057&Hash=c53fbb03aab533a0fba66a0d9aeb5416&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21710&Hash=cbaf1e1aabf56a9f25223422acb8439e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21710&Hash=cbaf1e1aabf56a9f25223422acb8439e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21845&Hash=7699b5cd656f2f976a26e07a627ca53d&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21845&Hash=7699b5cd656f2f976a26e07a627ca53d&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21845&Hash=7699b5cd656f2f976a26e07a627ca53d&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22060&Hash=45a4ef0e87607c044640b9d601142990&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22060&Hash=45a4ef0e87607c044640b9d601142990&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22060&Hash=45a4ef0e87607c044640b9d601142990&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22060&Hash=45a4ef0e87607c044640b9d601142990&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21365&Hash=cb03254bee9163ff8ca4ef4fd1765aa4&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21365&Hash=cb03254bee9163ff8ca4ef4fd1765aa4&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22032&Hash=535b933945ac6feee4cd79769644d046&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22032&Hash=535b933945ac6feee4cd79769644d046&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=22032&Hash=535b933945ac6feee4cd79769644d046&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21788&Hash=615c4dd56cd90d44d07f08c150358e92&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21788&Hash=615c4dd56cd90d44d07f08c150358e92&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21346&Hash=6bece98b7256415422fe118089cb9b46&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21346&Hash=6bece98b7256415422fe118089cb9b46&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21346&Hash=6bece98b7256415422fe118089cb9b46&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21508&Hash=45783343fe7e15f64ed69908c7172e61&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21508&Hash=45783343fe7e15f64ed69908c7172e61&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21508&Hash=45783343fe7e15f64ed69908c7172e61&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21508&Hash=45783343fe7e15f64ed69908c7172e61&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21508&Hash=45783343fe7e15f64ed69908c7172e61&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21660&Hash=80d9f76f7de91120720dd8e0fa3da90a&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21660&Hash=80d9f76f7de91120720dd8e0fa3da90a&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21880&Hash=82d292db5e7340239daf849f0672c44e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21880&Hash=82d292db5e7340239daf849f0672c44e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21880&Hash=82d292db5e7340239daf849f0672c44e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21880&Hash=82d292db5e7340239daf849f0672c44e&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21416&Hash=3583310a3f671ef77459d2c1d1ca85be&PrintCloseMessage=1
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2008AM/top/sessions/viewsession.cgi?RecordType=Session&Recordid=21416&Hash=3583310a3f671ef77459d2c1d1ca85be&PrintCloseMessage=1


collaborative work with federal, state, and private 
entities all faced with prevention, correction, or 
remediation of similar geologic problems in the region. 
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Photo courtesy of Rahall Appalachian Transportation 
Institute, Geohazards 2008 Brochure.  
 
Technical session topics include: (1) Hydrologic & 
Hydrogeologic Investigations, (2) Seismic Hazard, Risk 
Assessment & Transportation, (3) Infrastructure, Man-
agement, (4) Extreme Geotechnical Construction, (5) 
Site Characterization and Transportation Infrastructure, 
(6) River Processes & Influence on Geohazards, (7) 
Remote Sensing, (8) Subsurface Investigation Innova-
tions, and (9) Modeling and Simulation. 
 

Photo courtesy of Rahall Appalachian Transp
Institute (http://www.njrati.org/?q=node/3). 
 
For further information, contact Barbara Roberts 
(800-284-9853 or robertsb@marshall.edu) or Tony 
Szwilski (304 696-5457 or szwilski@marshall.edu). 
 

 

Congratulations to the American 
Association of State Geologists  
 

The G&S Division extends congratulations to the 
American Association of State Geologists (AASG) for 
their 100th anniversary. The AASG represents the Sta

Geologists of the 50 United States and Puerto Rico. 
Founded in 1908, the organization seeks to advance the 
science and practical application of geol

te 

ogy and related 

nd 

h 

o industry, 

ex.html

earth sciences in the United States.  
 
The association will celebrate the event at its Annual 
Meeting in Sheperdstown, WV on June 28 – July 2.  
The theme of the meeting is “Celebrate our Past, a
Visualize our Future.”  A pre-meeting field trip is 
planned for Gettysburg, and a post-meeting trip is 
planned on Appalachian Geology. Co-sponsoring the 
meeting will be the U. S. Geological Survey, whic
played an important role in founding the AASG.  
Continued USGS and AASG cooperation through 
valuable partnerships will be a key to successfully 
providing needed geological information t
education, and all levels of government.  
 
For more information on this meeting, please refer to: 
http://www.wvgs.wvnet.edu/www/aasg08/ind
 

GSA Research Grants are for 
Geopolicy Research Too! 
 

Graduate student members of GSA, including those 
pursuing geoscience policy, are en
for a GSA Research Grant. See: 

couraged to apply 

http://www.geosociety.org/grants/. 
 
The primary role of the GSA research grants program is 
to provide partial support of master's and doctoral thesis 
research in the geological sciences for graduate student
enrolled in universities in the United States, Canada
Mexico and Central America. In 2008, 53% of the 
applicants received funding. Eligibility guidelines 
indicate that applicants must be GSA members;  mu
currently enrolled in a U.S., Canadian, Mexican or 
Central American university or college in an Earth 

s 
, 

st be 

t’s 

t 

 

r additional information please, contact:  

ards & Recognition 
ety of America 

   

E-mail: awards@geosociety.org

science degree program (with a geologic component); 
and must have a valid e-mail address to apply. The GSA 
research grant application has an area on the applican
professional interest to complete via a “pull down”  
menu. One of the fields listed is “policy/regulatory”. 
 
Students may now only receive a GSA graduate studen
grant once at the Master's level and once at the Ph.D. 
level. This policy is retroactive to the beginning of your 
GSA research grant activity. Grant applicants who have
applied in the past and have not been awarded may re-
apply. Fo
 

Mail:  
Program Officer for Grants, Aw
Geological Soci
P.O. Box 9140 
Boulder, CO 80301-9140
 

Phone: (303) 357-1028  
 

 

mailto:robertsb@marshall.edu
mailto:szwilski@marshall.edu
http://www.geosociety.org/grants/


2008 ELECTION BEGINS: Candidates for Second Vice-Chair Announced 
 

The Nominating Committee has selected two Geology and Society Division members from the 
Rocky Mountain Section as candidates for the office of Second Vice-Chair for the 2008 election.  
The person who is elected will take office at the close of the annual meeting on Monday, October 
6, 2008 in Houston, and will serve for four years as a member of the Management Board of the 
Division, succeeding to the office of Chair in 2010. Until last year, when Californian Jim Davis 
was elected second vice-chair, the management board has comprised members of the North-
Central, Northeastern and Southeastern Sections, and candidates from beyond these sections have 
rarely been offered. To ensure broader geographical representation on the management board, the 
Committee put considerable effort into seeking strong candidates from the Cordilleran and Rocky 
Mountain Sections, where nearly half our members reside and work. The members of this year’s 
nominating committee included Jonathan Goodwin, Chair; Rex Buchanan, Jim Davis, and R. 
Laurence Davis. Following, in alphabetical order, are the profiles of the two candidates selected by 
the Nominating Committee. Please vote. The ballot is on p. 12 of this newsletter. 
 

Boak, Jeremy.  Petrology, geochemistry, risk assessment.  Educ: BA 
Geol Sci, Harvard Univ; MS Geol Sci, Univ Washington; MS Geol 
Sci, PhD Geol Sci, Harvard Univ.  Prof Exp: ARCO Alaska, Inc, 
Petroleum Geologist 83-85; ARCO Oil & Gas, Petroleum Geologist, 
85-87; Self-employed Consulting Petroleum Geologist, Ithaca, 87-89; 
US Dept of Energy, Yucca Mountain Project, Physical Scientist 89-91, 
Branch Chief, 91-94; Los Alamos Natl Lab, Technical Staff Mbr 94-
05, Colorado School of Mines (CSM), Colorado Energy Research 
Institute, Project Manager, 06-present.  Concurrent Pos:  Director 

Center for Oil Shale Technology & Research, CSM, 08-present. Prof Affil: GSA since 76, G&S 
Div since 03; AAPG, American Nuclear Society. Statement of Interest: The topics that brought me 
to the Geology and Society Division are those where geologic time and the incompleteness of the 
record drive large uncertainties: evolution, long-term disposal of radioactive waste, climate 
change.  Communicating what we can know and still need to investigate is more than a two way 
street, it is a two way braided stream.  I hope to emphasize the listening side to see if we can 
improve the visibility of the geosciences in the debates on these subjects. 
 

Graham, Rhea Lydia.  Engineering geology, water resources, public 
policy.  Educ: AB Geol, Bryn Mawr College; MA Oceanog, Oregon State 
Univ.  Prof Exp: Geophysicist, Exxon 77-78;  Engg Geologist, CH2M Hill 
78-83; Geologist, PNW Forensic Sci Lab 83-84; Manager Envtl Sci, Deuel 
& Assoc 85-88; Sr Scientist SAIC 88-91 & 93-94; Director Mining Min 
Div State of NM 91-93; Director US Bureau Mines 94-96; Director 
Planning & Comm, NMISC, 00-04; Water Res Mgr, Pueblo of Sandia 97-
00 & 04-present. Prof Affil: GSA since 76, Fellow 97, G&S Div since 03; 
AEG, AWG, NABGG. GSA Service: Engg Geol Div officer/mgmt brd 91-
95, chair 94; GSA Fndtn Dvpt Cmte 99; GSA councilor 98-00; Minorities 
& Women Cmte, Cncl liaison 99-00, GSA rep to ASCE-GSA-AEG Engg 

Geol Cmte 00-02; Mbrshp Cmte 05-08, Finance Cmte 05-08. Honors/Awards: NAS Board on 
Earth Sci 01-07. Statement of Interest: GSA’s embrace of the ecosystem sciences into the 
interdisciplinary field that has become geology is a positive and timely step forward.  Utilization 
of the earth’s resources in harmony with likely long-term changes in climate will sharpen the 
focus on geology and public policy, especially when trying to improve quality of life for the 
largest human population ever to live on our planet. 
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Geology and Society Division Officer Ballot 
 
Ballot Instructions.  
This is the ballot for the election of 2008-09 officers for the GSA Geology & Society 
Division. Please refer to the candidate biographies on the preceding page. Vote for no 
more than one candidate for each office. Submit your vote in one of the following ways:  
 
1) By Mail: Vote on the paper ballot below. Complete the bottom section of the ballot. 
Mail the completed ballot to: Geological Society of America, PO Box 9140, Boulder, CO  
80301, Attn: Division Ballot. Ballot must be received at GSA by August 31, 2008 or 
 
2) By Fax: Vote on the paper ballot below. Complete the bottom section of the ballot. 
Fax the completed ballot to GSA, Attn: Division Ballot, at (303) 357-1074.  Ballot must 
be received at GSA by August 31, 2008 or 
 
3) Online: Vote online at <https://rock.geosociety.org/ballot/vote.asp?Name=soc>. Log 
onto the ballot using your GSA member number (given on your mailing label) or your e-
mail address (which will work only if your e-mail address is in your GSA member 
record). For assistance, please contact GSA at <gsaservice@geosociety.org> or (303) 
357-1000 (option 3) or tollfree in the U.S. at (888) 443-4472. Electronic votes must be 
submitted by August 31, 2008. 
 
Ballot – Geology & Society Division.  
Vote for no more than one individual for each office. Term of office is one year. Second 
vice-chair will ordinarily proceed in successive years to the offices of (one year each): 
first vice-chair, chair, and past chair. 
 
Second Vice-Chair: (vote for one) 
 

 Jeremy Boak 

 
 Rhea Graham  

 
 Write-In _________________________

 
 
Your Name (printed) ______________________________________________________ 
 
Your Signature (required) __________________________________________________ 
 
Your GSA Member Number (required)* _______________________________________ 
 
* Given at the top of your mailing label.  For assistance, please contact GSA at 
<gsaservice@geosociety.org> or (303) 357-1000 (option 3) or tollfree in the U.S. at  
(888) 443-4472. 
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