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busy planning for a robust program that includes technical sessions, a Division 

awards ceremony, the Birdsall-Dreiss and Darcy lectures, an undergraduate 

poster session, and a student mentoring session.  More detailed information about 

some of these Division-sponsored events is included  throughout this newsletter.  

Below are some important dates and general information about the meeting. 

Abstract submission 

• The deadline to submit an abstract is August 4th, 2020 at 11:59 PM Pacific 

Time 

• The abstract submission fee is US$25 for students and US$50 for all other 

others 

• Submit your abstract here: https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2020AM/cfp.cgi 

Registration 

• Registration opened in early July 

• The early registration deadline is September 21st. 

• The cancelation deadline is September 28th. 

• Register here: https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/registration 

Schedule 

• A draft schedule of daily events for the meeting can be found here: 

https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/program/schedule. 

• All meeting times will be communicated in Eastern Time. 

• Morning technical sessions will run from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.  Afternoon 

technical sessions will run from 1:30 pm – 5:30 pm. 

• Lunch will be from 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm with a Feed Your Brain Lecture 

most days. 

 

 

GSA’s 2020 annual meeting will be 

hosted 100% online on 26th – 30th 

of October.   Despite the switch to 

an online format, the meeting will 

still include technical sessions, 

special lectures, and networking 

events.  The Hydrogeology 

Division Management Board is  

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2020AM/cfp.cgi
https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/registration
https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/program/schedule
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Chair’s Corner 

Ben Rostron,  

Chair GSA Hydrogeology  

Division 

Greetings everyone.  

It is impossible to put into words just how much the world has changed in the past few 

months. This is a different experience for each of us. We are all finding different ways 

to get through these extremely trying times. I am inspired by history: how citizens of the 

world managed through past multi-year global catastrophes - only to emerge 

stronger and better after. Once in a while when I emerge from my "cave of Zoom" I 

try to think of positive things that might come of this experience. What will the "new 

normal" be? Some day we will look back and wonder "why didn't we do that sooner"? 

One glaring example will be the 2020 Annual Meeting. As you hopefully know by now, 

the 2020 Annual Meeting will be completely online (more details below). What you 

might not know, is that the Hydrogeology Division has been pushing for some kind of 

"remote" or "blended" session(s) for several years now.  We were trying to reach and 

include people/speakers who couldn't attend the Annual Meeting. Last year we tried one remote lecture: we 

held John Doherty's Darcy Lecture from Australia. Completely remote talks might not prove to be the way 

forward, but there are endless possibilities if we embrace the opportunity. 

The Management Board of the Hydrogeology Division has been trying to keep up. Our primary function, namely 

Division awards, mostly escaped "COVID free". Congratulations to all our awardees this year. You can read their 

names on Page 8 of the newsletter below. The one change that the Management Board made was to "extend" 

the 2020 Birdsall-Dreiss Lecture (Dr. Jonathan Martin) into 2021. Both the speaker and the Board felt that B-D 

Lecture was "more" than just a series of lectures therefore converting the entire lecture tour to online was less 

than optimal. Thus, we decided to continue the existing speaker through 2021. Thanks to our speaker, Jonathan 

Martin, for taking up this challenge. 

Annual Meeting update: You will see on page 4 of the newsletter that the Division is sponsoring 24 technical 

sessions on a wide variety of topics. There are another dozen or so co-sponsored sessions, so there should be 

something for everyone. Abstracts are due August 4th and I urge each of you to consider submitting. Details of 

the Annual Luncheon and our Division Meeting are being worked out, but we are planning a virtual "award 

ceremony" to honour our awardees. We are also trying to organize some kind of remote social event, so stay 

tuned for details. I'm not sure how it is going to work… but we will learn from it and move forward. 

I hope everyone stays safe and healthy. Take some time for yourself and with family/friends. See you virtually 

soon. 

 

cheers, Ben 
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In Memoriam:  Doug James 

Dr. Douglas James passed away on April 3rd, 2020 after battling COVID-19.  Doug was 

born in Stockton, California in 1936.  He is survived by his wife Zhida, his two daughters 

Rocelia and Roxanne, his sister Diana, four grandsons and nephew.   

Doug earned his B.S., M.S. and Ph.D degrees from Stanford University.  He spent his 

career serving the water resources and hydrology community.  After serving on the 

faculty at the University of Kentucky and Georgia Institute of Technology, he took on 

the role of director of the Utah Water Resources Laboratory in 1976.   In 1992 he was 

appointed as the first director of the National Science Foundation’s Hydrologic 

Sciences Program.  In this role, he shepherded the  Hydrologic Sciences Program 

through its early years and helped build it into the robust research program that it is 

today.  While at NSF, he was instrumental in funding several programs, including 

SAHRA (Sustainability of semi-Arid Hydrology and Riparian Areas) and CUAHSI 

(Consortium of University for the Advancement of Hydrologic Science), that have had 

a lasting impact on the water resources and hydrology communities.  He retired from 

NSF in 2009. 

  There were many notable moments throughout Doug’s career.  In 1965 he published a manuscript in the very first edition 

of Water Resources Research.  He co-authored the textbook, “Economics of Water Resources Planning”, which was 

published in 1971 and quickly became a standard text in water resources.  In 1991 he was awarded the Utah Governor’s 

Medal for Science and Technology. He was a founding member of the American Institute of Hydrology and served as 

president of AIH from 1992 through 1994.  He was recipient of the 1994 AIH Founder’s Award, which is given in recognition 

of outstanding, long, and dedicated service to AIH.  

In addition to his scientific contributions to the field of hydrology, Doug is remembered for his valuable mentoring of 

students and junior scientists, his advocacy for funding research in the hydrologic sciences, and his efforts to build a 

community dedicated to hydrologic research. 

Do you have an interesting idea for a short scientific article? Perhaps an opinion on a new policy 
or technique? Any exciting news in your professional life? Upcoming conference? An 
announcement of interest to the hydrological community? If so, why not publish it in The 
Hydrogeologist? Send your submission ideas to troot@fau.edu.  

 

STUDENTS, WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU TOO! 

THE HYDROGEOLOGIST 

 

The Hydrogeologist is a publication of the Hydrogeology Division of the Geological Society of America. It is published electronically three 

times a year to communicate news of interest to members of the Hydrogeology Division and can be accessed at: 
https://community.geosociety.org/hydrodivision/home.  Members of the Hydrogeology Division who have electronic mail will receive 

notification of all new issues. Other members will receive paper copies.  

 

Contributions and material are most welcome and should be directed to the Editor. The deadline for the summer issue is June 30, 2020. 

 
Tara Root, Editor       

The Hydrogeologist 

Department of Geosciences, Florida Atlantic University    

777 Glades Rd.,       Phone: (561)400-7719 

Boca Raton, FL 33431      email: troot@fau.edu 

mailto:troot@fau.edu
https://community.geosociety.org/hydrodivision/home
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We hope that you consider submitting an abstract to one of the Division’s technical sessions at this year’s annual meeting.  

A list of these technical sessions is below.  While many details about the new online format for this year’s meeting are still 

being worked out, it is expected that technical talks will consist of a 12-minute-long pre-recorded presentation followed 

by 3 minutes of discussion. 

If you are conducting research with a focus on groundwater modeling, consider submitting an abstract to one of the 

following sessions: 

• T169 - Integrated and interdisciplinary approaches in hydrostratigraphic characterization 

• T172 - Groundwater availability and sustainability studies: Advances, methods, and approaches 

• T175 – Advances in understanding processes at or near the groundwater surface water interface 

• T176 – Novel approaches for understanding groundwater dependent ecosystems 

• T185 – Machine learning in hydrogeology 

• T186 – Groundwater in mountain systems 

If you are conducting research with a focus on climate change or the water energy nexus, consider submitting an abstract 

to one of the following sessions: 

• T170 – Heat in the hydrosphere: Elucidating environmental processes and environmental change using water 

temperature 

• T171 – Measuring and modeling the water cycle in cold regions 

• T174 – Fluid behavior in the subsurface related to energy development 

• T178 – The water energy nexus in sedimentary basins 

• T183 – Coastal and marine hydrogeology in an age of rising seas: From the shore to the ocean ridge 

• T187 – Geopressures in sedimentary basins: Causes and implications for water, energy, and mineral resources 

If you are conducting research with a focus on novel datasets or remote sensing, consider submitting an abstract to one 

of the following sessions: 

• T169 - Integrated and interdisciplinary approaches in hydrostratigraphic characterization 

• T172 - Groundwater availability and sustainability studies: Advances, methods, and approaches 

• T176 – Novel approaches for understanding groundwater-dependent ecosystems 

• T180 – Remote sensing applications in hydrology 

• T182 – Novel outcomes in the hydrologic sciences: Emerging areas of research, new educational approaches, 

broadening participation, and societal impact 

• T185 – Machine learning in hydrogeology 

• T186 – Groundwater in mountain systems 

If you are conducting research with a focus on water chemistry, biogeochemistry, or novel tracers consider submitting an 

abstract to one of the following sessions: 

• T173 – Arsenic, fluoride, manganese, and radiogenic contaminants in groundwater systems: Scientific knowledge, 

public health concerns, and removal technology 

• T175 – Advances in understanding processes at or near the groundwater surface water interface 

• T179 – Applications for DNA sequencing and microbial analysis in hydrogeology and environmental geosciences 

• T181 – Fate and transport of PFAS in the geologic landscape 

• T184 – Applications of novel isotopes in modern terrestrial to marine environments 

 

Division Technical Program at the 2020 Annual Meeting 
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Think you 

know where 

this is?  Let me 

know by 

submitting 

your guess to: 

troot@fau.edu 

Updates on the Birdsall-Dreiss Distinguished Lecture Series 
Dr. Jonathan Martin, Professor of Geological Sciences at the University of 

Florida, is the 2020 Birdsall-Dreiss lecturer.  He is offering talks on the following 

two topics: 

1.  High latitude hydrology: Water in a changing world 

2. Reversing springs:  Impacts on carbonate aquifers 

In light of travel restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Martin, 

will continue giving lectures through December 2021. Previously scheduled 

lectures for fall 2020 (https://community.geosociety.org/hydrodivision/ 

birdsall/birdsall-2020-tour-schedule) are either being postponed or moved 

to a virtual format depending on the needs of the institution. Dr. Jonathan Martin 

Jon is happy to present virtual lectures until travel restrictions are lifted.  He also recognizes that virtual lectures are a poor-

substitute for in-person meetings and would love to visit your institution in 2021 if the opportunity presents itself.  If you wish 

to schedule a lecture, he may be reached at jbmartin@ufl.edu.  

 

mailto:troot@fau.edu
https://community.geosociety.org/hydrodivision/
https://community.geosociety.org/hydrodivision/
mailto:jbmartin@ufl.edu
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  Where in the World is This? 

Think you 

know where 

this is?  Let me 

know by 

submitting 

your guess to: 

troot@fau.edu 

mailto:troot@fau.edu
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Photo by Abigail Marshall 

Where in the World was That? 

Maras Salt Mines, Peru 

The “Where in the World” in the last issue was  

the Maras salt mines in Peru.  The salt mines 

consist of evaporation ponds dug into 

terraces.  Water from the Salineras spring is 

diverted to fill the ponds. Traditionally, the 

ponds are filled to a depth of about 5 cm 

every 3rd day, and the salt that accumulates 

is harvested monthly.  Salt has been mined by 

this method in Maras since pre-Inca times. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING RECIPIENTS OF GSA AWARDS THAT WERE SELECTED BY THE DIVISION! 

Meinzer Award:  

• Dr. William W. Woessner, University of Montana 

Graduate Student Research Awards: 

• Jacob Clyne, The Ohio State University 

• Julia Cantelon, Dalhousie University 

• Kyungwon Kwak, Texas A&M University 

• William Andrews, Illinois State University 

• Jihyun Kim, University of Arizona  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING RECIPIENTS OF DIVISION AWARDS! 

Kohout Early Career Award:   
• Dr. Christa Kelleher, (Assistant Professor, Syracuse University) 

George B. Maxey Distinguished Service Award:   
• Dr. Steve Ingebritsen, (Hydrologist, United States Geological Survey) 

Birdsall-Dreiss Lecturer:   

• 2020 continues into 2021: Dr. Jonathan Martin (Professor, University of Florida) 

  

 

 

 

2020 Award Announcements 

Join us for the 

presentation of awards 

at the Division’s virtual 

awards ceremony at 

this year’s annual 

meeting. 

Top 10 Benefits of an Online Annual Meeting 

This year,’s Annual meeting will bring quality science directly to you and help you to deliver your research around the 

globe. To help you prepare, GSA has created a tip sheet with the 5 steps to preparing your perfect abstract. Submission 

deadline is 4 August. Here are a few more benefits of this online format to keep in mind: 

 

1.  A redesigned program full of scientific discoveries, networking, and community experience that fits your schedule. 

2.  Convenient restrooms. 

3.  A chance to watch every presentation—more than once if you want. Sessions are recorded, and you don’t have to   

     worry about all the seats being full. 

4.  Do-overs on your presentation. You create your recording. Don't like it? Do it again before you submit. 

5.  Better coffee? Free coffee? Certainly, convenient coffee from your own kitchen. 

6.  Greater accessibility. Closed captioning will be provided for both the recorded presentations and the live Q&A. 

7.  No printer problems for your poster, and no awkward poster tubes at the airport. 

8.  An impressively low carbon footprint—no flights, no car rides. 

9.  Skip the hotel rooms, meals, and air travel. 

10.  Stay grounded in the science and reconnect with colleagues. 

 

Don't delay. Submit your abstract today. 
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Important Dates 

Abstract submission deadline 4 Aug 

for annual meeting 

Geosciences congressional     15-16 Sept 

visits days  

Early registration deadline  21 Sept                                                       

for annual meeting 

 

Cancellation deadline for 28 Sept 

annual meeting 

 

International Earth Cache Day 11 Oct 

 

Earth Science Week  11-17 Oct 

 

GSA annual meeting 26-30 Oct 

 

 

 

JULY 2020 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 
AUGUST 2020 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 

 SEPTEMBER 2020 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

       

OCTOBER 2020 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/program/technical
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Science_Policy/gvd/GSA/Policy/CVD/home.aspx
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Science_Policy/gvd/GSA/Policy/CVD/home.aspx
https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/registration
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education_Careers/Field_Experiences/EarthCache/GSA/fieldexp/EarthCache/home.aspx
https://www.earthsciweek.org/
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Hydrogeology Division Contacts 

2020 Management Board 

• Chair: Ben Rostron, ben.rostron@ualberta.ca 

• First Vice-Chair:  :Andre Brookfield, 

andrea.brookfield@uwaterloo.ca 

• Second Vice-Chair: Yu-Feng Lin, yflin@illinois.edu 

• Secretary-Treasurer: Kallina Dunkle, dunkle@apsu.edu 

• Past-Chair: William Cunningham, wcunning@usgs.gov 

• Student Representatives: Martina Rogers and Miguel Valencia 

mroge044@fiu.edu; mvale095@fiu.edu 

Standing Committees 

• Technical Program Committee: Jeff McKenzie (Chair), Don 

Rosenberry (Associate Chair) 

• Nominating Committee: Abe Springer (Chair), Stephen Van 

der Hoven, William Cunningham 

• Meinzer Award Committee: Shemin Ge (Chair), Don 

Rosenberry, Bridgett Scanlon, Tom McKenna, Laura Lautz 

• Kohout Early Career Committee: Dorothy Vesper (Chair), 

Martin Briggs, Scott Jasechko, Barret Kurylyk 

• Maxey Distinguished Service Award Committee: Carol Wicks 

(Chair), Todd Hallihan, Alan Fyar  

• Birdsall-Dreiss Lecturer Committee: David Boutt (Chair), Laura 

Crossey, Randy Hunt, Susan Swanson, Eric Peterson 

• Archives: Jim Thomas 

Ad Hoc Committees 

Section Representatives: 

Cordilleran, Beth Weinman 

Northeastern, Todd Rayne 

North Central, Sue Swanson 

South Central, Marcia Schulmeister 

Rocky Mountain, Andrew Manning 

Southeastern, Jeffrey Wilcox 

International, Prosun Bhattacharya 

 

Representatives to Other Societies: 

American Geophysical Union, Barbara Bekins 

American Geosciences Institute, David Wunsch 

CUAHSI, Holly Michael 

National Groundwater Association, Bill Alley 

International Association of Hydrogeologists, Jack Sharp 

SEPM, Gary Weissman 

Soil Science Society of America, Michael Young 

 

Communications: 

Website Administrator, Mike Sukop 

Newsletter Editor, Tara Root 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

mailto:ben.rostron@ualberta.ca
mailto:andrea.brookfield@uwaterloo.ca
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mailto:mroge044@fiu.edu
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