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Professor Bob Ritzi’s passion for the 
earth sciences was sparked and nurtured 
at Wittenberg University (B.S., 1981).  His 
focus on hydrogeology was initiated and 
developed at Wright State University (M.S., 
1983), and his background and research on 
modeling hydrologic processes were honed 
in the Department of Hydrology and Water 
Resources at the University of Arizona 
(Ph.D., 1989).  He was strongly influenced 

by exceptional faculty at all three institutions. Prof. Sorooshian 
served as his doctoral advisor and provided an excellent example 
for an academic career rich in professional service.

After receiving his Ph.D., Ritzi returned to Wright State to join 
the faculty in the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
where he still resides.  Ritzi’s courses earn high praises in student 
evaluations.  He has been primary advisor to sixty three graduate 
students, including M.S. and Ph.D. recipients, and postdoctoral 
scholars. His research focuses on how fundamental processes in 
subsurface fluid flow and mass transport are influenced by aquifer 
heterogeneity.  He is currently involved in studies relating solute 
dispersion and time-dependent retardation to hierarchical sedi-
mentary architecture, and in new studies of capillary trapping of 
CO2 in georeservoirs. He has also published scholarship on the 
history of hydrogeology, elucidating connections between Henry 
Darcy and Jules Dupuit.

Throughout his career, Ritzi has made the Hydrogeology 
Division of GSA his primary professional home.  He was techni-
cal program chair for the Hydrogeolgy Division in 2000, Chair of 
the Division in 2003, and has served within other division offices 
and committees.  He is a Fellow of GSA, has convened numerous 
topical sessions at the annual meetings, and was primary organizer 
of environmental and hydrogeology sessions at the recent North-
Central Section meeting in Dayton. He was recognized in 2010 with 
the Wright State University Outstanding Alumni Award based in 
part on his 25 years of volunteer public service in technical advisory 
roles to the Dayton region.

Robert W. Ritzi, Jr.



The George Burke Maxey Distinguished Service Award is pre-
sented to Robert “Bob” Ritzi in recognition of his outstanding ser-
vice to the Hydrogeology Division. The award specifically acknowl-
edges his transformative leadership of the Division that contributed 
to its success well beyond his term of service.  

Bob accomplished much during his time as Division Chair 
(2003), a period of rapid expansion in Division activities con-
comitant with shrinking fiscal resources caused by the early 2000s 
recession.  He worked thoughtfully with the Management Board 
and membership to build consensus for difficult changes: in-
creased membership dues (the first since 1995) and cost-saving 
changes to the meeting structure. Bob carefully guided proposed 
changes to the Meinzer Award through the process of member-
ship consideration and voting.  During his tenure, the Division’s 
role in the Annual Meeting continued its exponential growth, the 
Darcy and Birdsall-Driess Lecture exchange between NGWA and 
GSA was instituted, and the 2003 Annual Meeting placed special 
focus on (bi)centennial celebrations of Henry Darcy and M. King 
Hubbert.  Bob also made useful contributions to the organization 
of the Management Board by converting the Chair’s notebook to 
a single CD that has ever since been forwarded to new Division 
Chairs, making their tenures immeasurably easier while ensuring 
the success of the Division.

Bob’s single-handed effort to move the funding for the Birdsall-
Dreiss Lectureship to a new level, both fiscally and philosophi-
cally, is recognized by this award.  Bob personally undertook a 
letter-writing campaign to all members of the Division explain-
ing the importance of the Lectureship to the Division and to the 
broader hydrogeological community.  He justified the critical need 
for philanthropic funds to support the Lectureship.  This effort to 
engage the membership transformed the financial basis for the 
Lectureship and helped members feel invested in this aspect of our 
Division’s activities.

Bob is one of the most selfless and steadfast of citizens serving 
the Hydrogeology Division.  When subsequent Division Chairs 
call upon Bob to explain the job, he is unfailingly patient and sup-
portive, providing factual details as well as encouragement.  Every 
effort to thank him for his help elicits the response, “I like to be 
useful.  I like to help if I can.”

—Janet S. Herman, Citationist
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The Hydrogeology Division of The Geological Society of America (GSA) 
established the Award for Distinguished Service, first given by the Division 
at the 1984 annual meeting. The award honors Dr. George Burke Maxey, an 
outstanding American hydrogeologist. This award is giving in recognition 
of distinguished service to the field of hydrogeology in the manner in which 
Burke Maxey devoted, with distinction, more than 35 years of his life.

The award is to be given annually for distinguished service and contribu-
tions to the field of hydrogeology by members of the GSA Hydrogeology 
Division. Hydrogeology, as defined in the Bylaws of the Division, is “that 
branch of geology which is concerned with the character, source, occur-
rence, movement, availability, and use of water”. The award is to be based 
on a history of sustained, creditable service to the hydrogeology profession.

PAST RECIPIENTS
2013 E. Scott Bair
2012 Brian G. Katz
2011 Mary P. Anderson 

David M. Diodato 
2010 John Van Brahana
 Scott W. Tyler
2009 Ira D. Sasowsky
2008 F. Edwin Harvey
2007 Janet S. Herman
2006 Jean M. Bahr
2005 Ralph K. Davis 

Franklin W. Schwartz
2004 R. Allan Freeze
2003 John D. Bredehoeft
2002 Mary Jo Baedecker
2001 Donald I. Siegel
2000 Leonard F. Konikow
1999 Richard R. Parizek 

Warren W. Wood
1998 John A. Cherry
1997 Stanley Davis 

Leonard Wood
1996 John M. Sharp, Jr. 

Paul A. Witherspoon, Jr.
1995 Tom Holzer
1994 Darryll Pederson 

Joe Rosenshein
1993 Paul Seaber 

David A. Stephenson
1992 Robert Farvolden 

Phyllis Garman 
Eugene Simpson

1991 Keros Cartwright 
Claire B. Davidson 
William E. Wilson

1990 George Davis
1989 Charles L. McGuinness  

(posthumous) 
Gerald Meyer 
Jerry D. Vineyard

1988 William Back
1987 John C. Ferris 

I. Wendell Marine 
Philip E. LaMoreaux, Sr.

1986 Ralph Heath 
Philip E. LaMoreaux, Sr. 
Harry LeGrand

1985 Stanley W. Lohman 
Joseph F. Poland

1984 George B. Maxey  
(posthumous) 
Victor T. Stringfiel


