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Scott took his B.a. in geology from the 
College of wooster and his M.S. and Ph.D. 
from Penn State. He worked at Stone & 
webster engineering Corporation for six 
years following graduate school.  Tired of 
corporate politics and recalling academe to 
be devoid of it, Scott joined the faculty at 
ohio State in 1985. He’s taught courses in 
earth science, water resources, speleology, 
petroleum geology, hydrogeology, hydro-

geologic field methods, and groundwater flow modeling.  In 1991, 
he received ohio State’s highest award for teaching excellence; as 
penance he served six years as department chair. Scott has advised 
37 graduate students who worked on projects funded by state 
agencies, NSF, uSePa, uSDoe, uSDa, and uSGS.  He served as 
an associate editor of Ground Water for 11 years and on the ohio 
Hazardous waste Facilities Board for three governors. Scott likes to 
talk. He’s presented seminars at more than 90 colleges and universi-
ties, federal and state agencies, the ohio Bar association, Harvard 
Law School, and the National research Council. For the past 27 
years, he’s co-taught short courses for the National Ground water 
association including Principles of Ground-water Flow, Transport 
and remediation; aquifer Test Design and analysis; Ground-water 
Control and Construction Dewatering; and artificial recharge and 
Induced Infiltration. He is a GSa Fellow, was the 23rd Birdsall-Dreiss 
Distinguished Lecturer sponsored by the Hydrogeology Division, 
and served as division chair. He is co-author of the quasi-successful 
textbook Applied Problems in Groundwater Hydrology. Scott served 
as a technical reviewer for the Centers of Disease Control’s investi-
gation of male breast cancers at u.S. Marine Corps Base Lejeune. 
He is a member of the uSePa Science advisory Board on Hydraulic 
Fracturing. Next year, Scott and his wife, Julie, will retire to the 
outer Banks of North Carolina to enjoy the sun, surf, and sand un-
til rising sea level carries them away.

e. Scott Bair



The 2013 George Burke Maxey Distinguished Service award 
is presented to e. Scott Bair in recognition of his long and distin-
guished service record to the hydrogeology profession and to the GSa 
Hydrogeology Division.  Scott is a GSa Fellow, was the 2000 Birdsall-
Dreiss Distinguished Lecturer, and served as the 2010 Hydrogeology 
Division Chair.  He has served on the Birdsall-Dreiss Selection 
Committee and the o.e. Meinzer award Committee.  He has served 
as an associate editor for the journal Ground Water and is now serv-
ing on the u.S. ePa Science advisory Board on Hydraulic Fracturing.  
He has made numerous contributions to improving hydrogeology 
instruction including leading On the Cutting Edge workshops and 
has received various teaching accolades for his instruction in the field 
of hydrogeology at The ohio State university, including two distin-
guished teaching awards.  

Many of his contributions to the hydrogeology profession have 
been related to environmental litigation, including his work on the 
landmark woburn municipal water supply contamination case, 
which was documented in the movie A Civil Action.  He received an 
Innovative Teaching grant from ohio State and later an NSF grant to 
improve undergraduate education by incorporating data, maps, trial 
testimony and exhibits, photographs, and newspaper articles from the 
actual woburn trial into a complete mock trial course and into mod-
ules within existing environmental geoscience courses.  He has written 
several books, book chapters, and articles on the case, including the 
textbook “Practical Problems in Groundwater Hydrology,” which fea-
tures spreadsheet-based problems using the data he collected for the 
woburn mock trial course. 

Beyond his numerous and substantial contributions to the hy-
drogeology profession and the Division, Scott is a great colleague 
and a pleasantly charismatic person.  at GSa meetings, you can 
regularly find him chatting with colleagues, old and new, at the GSa 
Hydrogeology Division Luncheon and meeting students and playing 
trivia games at the GSa Hydrogeology Division Student reception.  
I’m told that when he was division chair he even showed up in a water 
wizard outfit to get students involved in the student reception.  

For his contributions to the profession and our Society, the 
Hydrogeology Division is pleased to present edwin Scott Bair with the 
2013 George Burke Maxey Distinguished Service award.

—Laura k. Lautz, Citationist
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The Hydrogeology Division of The Geological Society of america (GSa) 
established the award for Distinguished Service, first given by the Division 
at the 1984 annual meeting. The award honors Dr. George Burke Maxey, an 
outstanding american hydrogeologist. This award is giving in recognition 
of distinguished service to the field of hydrogeology in the manner in which 
Burke Maxey devoted, with distinction, more than 35 years of his life.

The award is to be given annually for distinguished service and contribu-
tions to the field of hydrogeology by members of the GSa Hydrogeology 
Division. Hydrogeology, as defined in the Bylaws of the Division, is “that 
branch of geology which is concerned with the character, source, occur-
rence, movement, availability, and use of water”. The award is to be based 
on a history of sustained, creditable service to the hydrogeology profession.

PaST reCIPIeNTS
2012 Brain G. katz
2011 Mary P. anderson 

David M. Diodato 
2010 John Van Brahana
 Scott w. Tyler
2009 Ira D. Sasowsky
2008 F. edwin Harvey
2007 Janet S. Herman
2006 Jean M. Bahr
2005 ralph k. Davis 

Franklin w. Schwartz
2004 r. allan Freeze
2003 John D. Bredehoeft
2002 Mary Jo Baedecker
2001 Donald I. Siegel
2000 Leonard F. konikow
1999 richard r. Parizek 

warren w. wood
1998 John a. Cherry
1997 Stanley Davis 

Leonard wood
1996 John M. Sharp, Jr. 

Paul a. witherspoon, Jr.
1995 Tom Holzer
1994 Darryll Pederson 

Joe rosenshein

1993 Paul Seaber 
David a. Stephenson

1992 robert Farvolden 
Phyllis Garman 
eugene Simpson

1991 keros Cartwright 
Claire B. Davidson 
william e. wilson

1990 George Davis
1989 Charles L. McGuinness  

(posthumous) 
Gerald Meyer 
Jerry D. Vineyard

1988 william Back
1987 John C. Ferris 

wendall I. Marine 
Philip e. LaMoreaux, Sr.

1986 ralph Heath 
Philip e. LaMoreaux, Sr. 
Harry LeGrand

1985 Stanley w. Lohman 
Joseph F. Poland

1984 George B. Maxey  
(posthumous) 
Victor T. Stringfiel


