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Growing up in the beautiful Catskill 
Mountains of upstate New york inspired 
Brian’s early interests in geology and water 
quality. although he majored in chemistry 
at SuNy oneonta, he was fortunate to meet 
art Palmer there and to take hydrogeol-
ogy and other courses in the earth Science 
Department. Brian earned his M.S. in geo-
chemistry from the university of Colorado, 
Boulder, under the guidance of Don 
runnells. after graduating, Brian worked 
for the uSGS in Long Island, N.y., where 

he was involved in early studies using nitrogen isotopes to deter-
mine groundwater contamination sources. after a few years, Brian 
transferred to the uSGS office in Maryland where he worked on 
watershed geochemistry studies of acid rain impacts in the Catoctin 
Mountains with owen Bricker, and on the uSGS/ePa national ur-
ban runoff program in Baltimore. Brian was accepted in the uSGS 
Graduate School Program and completed environmental engineer-
ing courses at Johns Hopkins university. Following the required 
transfer to the uSGS office in Tallahassee, Florida, Brian earned his 
Ph.D. in geology from Florida State university (FSu) studying geo-
chemical interactions between groundwater and surface water in a 
karst seepage lake system. 

During his uSGS career, Brian researched biogeochemical pro-
cesses that control water quality in natural and contaminated aqui-
fer systems. His current focus is on use of environmental isotopes 
and other chemical tracers to determine sources and chronology of 
contamination in groundwater and springs in karst aquifers, assess-
ing the impact of wastewater disposal on groundwater quality, and 
quantifying hydrochemical interactions between groundwater and 
surface water. Brian has authored more than 100 journal articles, 
uSGS reports, and other publications, and has mentored newly 
hired uSGS scientists. 

Brian is an adjunct professor in the Department of earth, ocean, 
and atmospheric Sciences at FSu. He served on masters and doc-
toral committees for students at FSu, the university of Florida, and 
the university of Central Florida. Brian’s extensive service to GSa 
includes the Student research Grants Committee (three years), as-
sociate editor for GSA Bulletin (six years), Hydrogeology Division 
Southeastern Section representative, and Secretary-Treasurer 
for the Hydrogeology Division (six years). He has convened nine 
topical sessions at GSa annual meetings and was guest editor for 
journal special issues including papers from these sessions. He was 
elected a GSa Fellow in 1996.
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The 2012 George Burke Maxey Distinguished Service award is 
presented to Dr. Brian katz for his selfless service to the Geological 
Society of america Hydrogeology Division and his continuing 
contributions to our discipline and science. Brian was elected Division 
Secretary/Treasurer in 2006, a position that it is responsible for 
coordinating many of the Division’s activities, managing all financial 
transactions including the Division’s various foundation funds which 
support our Division’s awards, lectureship, and student research 
programs, and for maintaining a record of Division business. Brian’s 
service is particularly notable with respect to our foundation funds 
which he managed with great savvy and thrift wisely utilizing and 
leveraging funds from our operating budget whenever possible thus 
minimizing the need to draw on the returns of our investment funds 
allowing us to grow our principle and maximize our fund growth 
during less certain financial times. Today, our Division is in great 
financial shape due to Brian’s efforts and his keen and diligent watch 
over our Division’s financial resources and investments. 

During six years of elected service, Brian attended numerous 
Management Board meetings, annual Meetings, Leadership Training 
workshops, and on-line and in-person Management Board and 
GSa Planning meetings, willingly given of his time to the Division 
- sacrificing his own professional development in order to attend. 
Brian also assisted with the annual Meeting planning by booking 
rooms for the various events such as the student reception and 
distinguished lectures, ordering luncheon and reception meals, and 
insuring that Division’s awards were ready for the annual meeting. 
Brian also willingly volunteered with annual Meeting activities such 
as the annual awards luncheon, the student reception and staffing 
the Division’s exhibit hall booth. Brian’s service was invaluable to 
six Division Chairs during his tenure, all of whom enthusiastically 
supported this nomination. Brian is willing to do anything and 
everything to serve and assist the Division. He models daily selfless 
service to the Hydrogeology Division and is a role-model to all of its 
members. Please join me in congratulating Brian, a most deserving 
recipient of our Divisions award for distinguished service.

—F. edwin Harvey, Citationist
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The Hydrogeology Division of The Geological Society of america (GSa) 
established the award for Distinguished Service, first given by the Division 
at the 1984 annual meeting. The award honors Dr. George Burke Maxey, an 
outstanding american hydrogeologist. This award is giving in recognition 
of distinguished service to the field of hydrogeology in the manner in which 
Burke Maxey devoted, with distinction, more than 35 years of his life.

The award is to be given annually for distinguished service and contribu-
tions to the field of hydrogeology by members of the GSa Hydrogeology 
Division. Hydrogeology, as defined in the Bylaws of the Division, is “that 
branch of geology which is concerned with the character, source, occur-
rence, movement, availability, and use of water”. The award is to be based 
on a history of sustained, creditable service to the hydrogeology profession.

PaST reCIPIeNTS
2011 Mary P. anderson 

David M. Diodato 
2010 John Van Brahanar
 Scott w. Tyler
2009 Ira D. Sasowsky
2008 F. edwin Harvey
2007 Janet S. Herman
2006 Jean M. Bahr
2005 ralph k. Davis 

Franklin w. Schwartz
2004 r. allan Freeze
2003 John D. Bredehoeft
2002 Mary Jo Baedecker
2001 Donald I. Siegel
2000 Leonard F. konikow
1999 richard r. Parizek 

warren w. wood
1998 John a. Cherry
1997 Stanley Davis 

Leonard wood
1996 John M. Sharp, Jr. 

Paul a. witherspoon, Jr.
1995 Tom Holzer
1994 Darryll Pederson 

Joe rosenshein

1993 Paul Seaber 
David a. Stephenson

1992 robert Farvolden 
Phyllis Garman 
eugene Simpson

1991 keros Cartwright 
Claire B. Davidson 
william e. wilson

1990 George Davis
1989 Charles L. McGuinness  

(posthumous) 
Gerald Meyer 
Jerry D. Vineyard

1988 william Back
1987 John C. Ferris 

wendall I. Marine 
Philip e. LaMoreaux, Sr.

1986 ralph Heath 
Philip e. LaMoreaux, Sr. 
Harry LeGrand

1985 Stanley w. Lohman 
Joseph F. Poland

1984 George B. Maxey  
(posthumous) 
Victor T. Stringfiel


