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The Division’s 2011 Distinguished Service Award is presented to Mary Pikul Anderson for service to GSA 

and the hydrogeological profession. Mary, a GSA Fellow and recipient of the O.E. Meinzer Award, regularly 

participates in GSA annual meetings, most recently in a 2009 technical session to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the Division. Currently, with Don Siegel, she is writing a paper on advances in hydrogeology 

in the last 50 years for GSA’s 125th anniversary in 2013. Mary’s interest in the history of hydrogeology led 

her to accept an invitation to serve as editor for the groundwater volume of the Benchmark Papers in 

Hydrology series, published by IAHS in 2008.  

Mary is probably best known for her two textbooks on groundwater modeling, with co-authors Herb Wang 

and Bill Woessner. These textbooks have benefited generations of students and the community by their 

clear and accessible exposition of both the theory and practice of groundwater modeling. As a professor for 

34 years at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, she taught scores of students the “mysteries” of modeling 

and served as major professor for 49 students who produced 19 PhD and 36 Master’s theses. Today, her 

students hold influential positions in academia, government, and industry.  

Last year, Mary stepped down after nine years as editor-in-chief of the journal Ground Water. In a guest 

editorial (Ground Water: March-April 2011), John Bredehoeft observed that the editor is faced with 

balancing the desires of practitioners for papers that have immediate application to practical problems and 

academics who want cutting edge science. John noted that “Mary has been a master at balancing these 

interests, both openly and fairly.” We join in thanking Mary for her many years of service to the 

hydrogeological community as committee member, author, editor, teacher and mentor.  
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