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In light of Scott Tyler’s sustained good deeds in the field of hydrogeology as educator, researcher, mentor, 
role model, and leader, it is a pleasure to document bestowal upon him of the 2010 Distinguished Service 
Award.  

Scott’s service to hydrogeology pervades his career. Obvious contributions include leadership of the Division 
as President in 2007, during which he launched the 50th Anniversary Campaign and facilitated fruition of 
GSA’s 2008 Joint Meeting with the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) and allied societies.  

Less visible contributions include educating the broadest possible audiences about the interconnected worlds 
of water, geology, and environment, regardless of (more accurately, with particular attention to) audience 
background. In teaching he has consistently modeled service by example, facilitating place-based education 
about serious problems in developing regions with respect to safe water supplies, leading students in 
handson expeditions to Haiti, Chile, and Africa to train local villagers in well construction and resource 
management. His approach combines service, research, and education.  

Scott’s service includes identifying, nurturing, and challenging others to become leaders of hydrogeologic 
science. He served five years as Director of the Graduate Program in Hydrology at his university, 
strengthening the program substantially. Scott works energetically with the Consortium for the  
Advancement of Hydrologic Sciences (CUAHSI) to promote new technologies for research. He is currently 
fomenting new applications of fiber-optic-based distributed temperature measurements.  

Service in the form of research achievements earned Scott recognition as Fellow of GSA, SSSA, and ASA. 
Scott served as the National Groundwater Association’s 1999 Distinguished Darcy Lecturer. He currently 
serves on the editorial boards of GSA Bulletin and Advances in Water Resources, and previously served on 
the boards of Hydrogeology Journal and Groundwater. Scott served as a senior editor of Water Resources 
Research in 2005–2008. Scott currently serves on the Board of Directors of CUAHSI and currently serves on 
the National Academy of Sciences Panel on Challenges and Opportunities in the Hydrologic Sciences.  

In consideration of manifold contributions to the science and application of hydrogeology, the Distinguished 
Service Award is a fitting acknowledgement of Professor Scott Tyler’s many pro bono publico labors of love.  

  


