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Over the past four decades, John Van Brahana has served the geological profession in the academic and 

government arenas.  His cheerleading of the hydrogeologic profession is famous, bringing many students 

and professionals to appreciate the varied aspects of our discipline.  

After starting his career at the Illinois State Geological Survey while studying at the University of Illinois, 

Van consulted prior to gaining his Master’s and Ph.D. at the University of Missouri – Columbia.  Van then 

went to the USGS and served for over 25 years publishing on a range of topics.  For the last 20 years, Van 

has been associated with the University of Arkansas providing an understanding of the ways that structural 

geology and soil processes affect flow and transport in karst aquifers in the area.  

Van's service to the profession and to GSA, specifically the Hydrogeology Division, illustrates his strong 

commitment to the discipline. Van has served on the Hydrogeology Volume Committee of the DNAG series, 

on the JTPC, and on the South-Central GSA Board of Directors.  He has also served as the Program 

Chairman and the Secretary-Treasurer of the Hydrogeology Division, as the Technical Program Chair for the 

South-Central GSA, and as a convener and chair for numerous theme sessions at GSA meetings.  

One of Van’s greatest contributions to the field has been his mentoring of hydrogeologists. Van has educated  

100’s of students on the theory and application of Hydrogeology, specifically in the area of Karst  

Hydrogeology. Van encourages students to “Be the Aquifer” in order to conceptualize the processes and to 

better understand the physics and mechanics behind theory.   

There are few active hydrogeologists who have contributed as much or as broadly to the development of our 

discipline. The Hydrogeology Division takes pride in presenting John Van Brahana the GSA Hydrogeology 

Division Distinguished Service Award.  

  


