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The award for Distinguished Service is presented to Ira Sasowsky in recognition of his outstanding and 
sustained service to the Hydrogeology Division.  The award specfically acknowledges his active management 
of Division communications, most notably editing the Newsletter and leading its transition to electronic 

format and his service as co-editor ofEnvironmental & Engineering Geoscience in which he brought 
manuscript reviewing into fully digital format.  

In 1997, as soon-to-be Newsletter Editor, Ira discussed the radical change to electronic format with the 
Management Board.  During the course of this lengthy Management Board Meeting, costs, possible 

problems, and potential alienation of membership were all discussed in the context of transitioning from 
paper to electronic format.  With endorsement for the idea to go digital, Ira began editting the “new” 
Newsletter in 1998 and continued for the four years allowed by the Division Bylaws.  Critical to the smooth 

transition to the cost-saving electronic newsletter was effective communication through the mail with all 
members alerting them (warming them!) to the coming change.  Concurrently with the shift to electronic 

format, Ira hosted the newly created Division web page with Dave Diodato as webmaster.  

Ira’s care and attention to detail in communication to Division members is characteristic of his broader 
contributions to the discipline He has been instrumental in convening numerous special sessions celebrating 

the careers of our senior members. Ira has made contributions to communication that  builds bridges to 
other societies, as well.  In his service to a GSA-affiliated society, the Karst Waters Institute, Ira served as 

Vice President for Communications for 16 years.  Through his work with KWI and his commitment to 
scientific communication, Ira has expanded the presence of karst research at annual GSA meetings.  Ira 

regularly contributes topical sessions which bridge the disciplines of hydrogeoloy, geimorphology, 
sedimentology, and climate change, helping to bring the subject of karst to the current high level of 

recognition that it now enjoys at GSA.  

For his lasting impact on the successful communications that support our Division, for his commitment to 
awareness of Division history, and for building professional bridges to affiliated societies, the Hydrogeology 

Division takes pride in presenting Ira Sasowksy with the Distinguished Service Award for 2009.  

  
Ira Sasowsky (right) was the 2009 recipient of the Division's Distinguished Service Award. He is joined 

here by his citationists, or in this case, singing duet (you had to be there) Janet Herman (left) and Bill 
Simpkins (right).  


