
Janet Herman 

The award for Distinguished Service is presented to Janet S. Herman in recognition of her exceptional 
service to the profession of hydrogeology. The award specfically acknowledges her avid membership and 
enthusiastic leadership of the Hydrogeology Division and its Management Board. Janet is a distinguished 
scientist who has melded the fields of geochemistry and hydrogeology seamlessly in her research. She has 
long been a leader in the area of chemical hydrogeology. Some current research involves investigating the 
multitude of processes controlling the fate of agricultural chemicals in a highly heterogeneous soil underlain 
by deeply weathered and fractured limestone and elucidating the surface water-groundwater interactions 
that modify the chemical character of natural and contaminated water resources. Her professional service 
connects across the fields of geochemistry and hydrogeology as well. Janet served as an Associate Editor of 

Ground Water, published by Association of Ground-water Scientists and Engineers (1985–1989); Applied 
Geochemistry, published by the International Association of Geochemistry and Cosmochemistry (1992–
2003); GSA Bulletin (1993–2001); and Water Resources Research, published by the American Geophysical 
Union (2000–present). 

Janet made her first presentation at the 1979 GSA Annual Meeting, and she has presented more than a few 
talks and posters since then. A member since 1984, she has served the Division in a variety of roles. Her 
official status in the Division began with her election to the Management Board in 2003. In Janet’s own 
words, “the three most important functions of the Hydrogeology Division are to promote its programs, to 
work to insure its future, and to recognize the outstanding professional accomplishments of our peers.” 
Janet has pushed forward on each of these fronts by energetically soliciting a large and diverse Technical 
Program for the Annual Meeting, welcoming young researchers into the Division, encouraging the 
membership to support the Graduate Student Research Awards through the Historical Mug sales, and 
orchestrating a highly successful Student Reception. During her tenure as Chair in 2005, she was 
responsible for a campaign to nominate deserving members of the Division as Fellows of GSA. That effort 
resulted in 15 outstanding hydrogeologists being selected as Fellows in 2006. Janet has been a staunch 
supporter of the Birdsall-Dreiss Distinguished Lecture tours and both exhorted the membership to contribute 
and has herself given annually to that GSA fund. 

Few have worked as hard as Janet has for the long-term health of the Division and the promotion of its 
goals. Therefore, we honor and acknowledge Janet S. Herman’s outstanding professional accomplishments 
by awarding her the Geological Society of America Hydrogeology Division’s Distinguished Service Award for 
2007. 

 

Janet Herman (center) was the 2007 recipient of the Division's Distinguished Service Award. She is joined 

here by her citationist, Carol Wicks (left) and 2007 Division Chair, Scott Tyler (right). 


