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PGD Chair Emily Martin from The Center 

for Earth and Planetary Studies, Smithsonian 

Institution, Washington, D.C. 

 

Message from the Chair  

It was wonderful to see everyone at the GSA 

Fall meeting in Phoenix! We had many 

excellent sessions including a 10-year 

anniversary session for the Lunar 

Reconnaissance Orbiter. The Fall meeting 

also marks the rotation of Sharon Wilson 
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Purdy into the role of Past Chair, and the 

introduction of our new Secretary/Treasurer 

Marisa Palucis (Dartmouth College) and our 

new Junior Student Advisory Member, Laura 

Chaves (Purdue University).  

 

I had the pleasure of co-chairing our G. K. 

Gilbert Award session with Past Chair 

Sharon Wilson Purdy honoring Alfred 

McEwen. This was a super unique Gilbert 

session designed by Alfred to specifically 

“inspire student to pursue careers in planetary 

science, and to encourage early career 

scientists to persist.” Mission accomplished! 

We all enjoyed the excellent banquet planned 

by PGD Officer Nick Lang, which I think is 

always my favorite part of GSA. It’s great 

getting to see the PGD family in one big room 

to catch up, relax, and enjoy one another. As 

we move through the holiday season, I am 

very grateful for our community. I can’t think 

of another division that is as welcoming, 

familiar, and supportive as ours, and this is 

something we should all be really proud of! 

 

Our GSA booth continues to serve as an 

excellent meeting place for students and 

community members alike, and I have 

encountered many students who came to the 

booth to find someone who had said “meet 

me at the PGD booth.” Have you ever just 

needed a few minutes to chill at a big 

meeting? The booth is pretty much our club 

house where you will always find someone 

you know…and if you happen to knock out 

some early holiday shopping, even better! 

We doubled our order of space related pins 

and stickers and they still sold out by Monday 

morning.  

 

I really want to highlight all the work our 

past-chair Sharon has done to bolster our 

endowed funds that support the Dwornik 

Award. You have likely all seen the 

reminders across many platforms asking for 

donations. The minimum recommended 

requirements for fostering healthy 

endowments has changed over the years and 

we want to bring Dwornik UpToDate! We 

understand that the Dwornik Award requires 

an enormous amount of time and support 

from the whole planetary science 

community, and the PGD has worked hard to 

be good stewards. As student interest in the 

award continues to grow, we continue to 

improve the Dwornik Award. Former 

division chair Brad Thompson, for example, 

implemented an online system where 

students can access the feedback from judges. 

We have been so thankful that judges have 

responded overwhelmingly with feedback so 

that students can continue to work on their 

presentation skills. If you haven’t done so 

already, please consider making a 

contribution to the Dwornik endowment so 

we can keep growing this prestigious student 

award program.  

 

2020 promises to bring lots of exciting things 

to planetary science. We will continue to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary of many Apollo 

successes, the launch of the Mars 2020 rover, 

ESA’s Rosalind Franklin rover, as well as 

lots of ongoing missions working towards 

sample return.  

 

Look out for us at LPSC where we will host 

another booth with all the free swag we can 

find (please contact me if you have old 

mission swag cluttering your offices! We 

want it!). We will also reveal our new PGD 

2020 button at LPSC, so make sure you vote 

for your favorite artwork submissions 

coming up in February! 

  

 

Cheers to a healthy and productive 2020,  

Emily Martin 

PGD Chair 
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Upcoming 2020 Annual Meeting 

 
 

Bienvenue à Montréal! Mark your calendars 

for the upcoming 2020 GSA Annual Meeting 

from October 25-28.  

 

Abstract deadline: Summer 2020 

 

More information about the meeting can be 

found at: 

 

https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/h

ome 

 

Call for Technical Session proposals: Help 

guide the direction of the Fall 2020 technical 

program by proposing sessions that will 

highlight new science, promote discussion, 

and encourage new collaborations. Any 

individual or geosciences organization is 

welcome to suggest topics and submit 

proposals for both Topical Sessions and 

Pardee Keynote Symposia. Pardee Symposia 

are high-profile sessions on significant 

scientific developments, with invited 

speakers only. Topical Sessions are a 

combination of invited and volunteered 

papers. Unique formats are allowed, but must 

be outlined in the proposal along with the 

technical support needs. As you prepare your 

technical session, please consider diversity in 

all ways – discipline, career progression, and 

individuals. Due February 1, 2020. 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2020AM/cfs.cgi 

 

Call for Short Course proposals: Want to 

showcase new technology or science? Lead a 

Short Course at the GSA 2020 Annual 

Meeting in Montréal. Courses can develop 

professional, teaching, and research skills at 

all levels. Due February 1, 2020. 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2020AM/shortco

urse/cfs.cgi 

 

Notes from the 2019 GSA Annual 

Meeting in Phoenix, AZ 

 
Our PSD GSA booth at the 2019 Meeting 

 

The 2019 annual GSA meeting was held in 

Phoenix, AZ from September 22–25. The 

meeting continues to be a major annual event 

for the PGD community. 

 

Among the meeting highlights was the 

annual PGD banquet and celebration of Dr. 

Debra Buczkowski, the recipient of the 

Ronald Greeley Award (page 7), and Dr. 

Alfred McEwen, the recipient of the 2020 

G.K. Gilbert Award, our division’s highest 

honor (page 12). 

 

https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/home
https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2020/home
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2020AM/cfs.cgi
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2020AM/shortcourse/cfs.cgi
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2020AM/shortcourse/cfs.cgi
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Our division sponsored 9 sessions at the 

annual meeting, 9 oral and 3 poster, as well 

as 2 short courses (Planetary Geologic 

Mapping for Students and Introduction to 

Planetary Image Analysis with ArcGIS) and 

2 field trips (The “Holey” Tour: Ron 

Greeley’s Introductory Planetary Geology 

Field Trip and Unraveling Volcanic and 

Related Processes Using Remotely Senses 

Datasets). We also organized and sponsored 

a Smithsonian Channel Apollo Film with 

Q&A with Debra Needham. 

 

The PGD also co-hosted (with 

Tectonics/Technophysics and Structural 

Geology) a special session during the 

conference in memory of our colleagues Dr. 

Warren B. Hamilton:  

 

Unconventional Ideas and Outrageous 

Hypotheses: In Honor of Warren B. Hamilton 

 

Thank you to everyone who organized, 

presented in, and attended this session! 

 

 
Dr. McEwen, receiving his 2019 Gilbert 

Award, from PGD Chair Sharon Wilson 

Purdy at the PGD annual banquet at GSA in 

Phoenix, AZ.  

 

Our division also continued the tradition of 

hosting a booth in the Exhibition Hall where 

we sold planetary-related gear and held daily 

meteorite raffles. Staffed by PGD officers 

past and present throughout the conference 

poster sessions, the booth constitutes our 

chief fundraising effort for the year and is the 

primary means by which our division pays 

for student travel awards to the annual GSA  

meeting. Providing exemplary students the 

means to present their best work at a national  

conference is a powerful career development 

tool, and we look forward to continuing to 

support their endeavors. Please share with 

us any feedback you might have about the 

booth! 

  

Announcement: Button Art 

Competition 

Your design could be featured at LPSC!  

 

We are looking for a new design for Planetary 

Geology Division buttons. All submissions 

must be sent to Laura Chaves 

(lchavesm@purdue.edu) by 5pm February 

1, 2020. Rules: (1) Design must be completed 

within a 6 cm diameter circle. (2) Letters 

“PGD” and year “2020” must be included as 

a central feature in the artwork. (3) Group 

submissions are acceptable. (4) Any 

media/software can be used as long as the 

scanned image sent to the PGD is clear. 

 

Additional details: Submission must include 

a brief (300-character limit) biographical 

statement about the artist, a brief (500-

character limit) description of the artwork, a 

PDF and a JPEG (min 600 dpi) of the 

artwork. All PGD members may vote from 

the semi-finalists’ buttons (as determined by 

PGD officers) starting February 5, 2020. The 

winner will be announced February 12, 2020. 

Buttons will be distributed at LPSC and the 

GSA annual meeting in Montreal. 

mailto:lchavesm@purdue.edu
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Congratulations to Samuel Cartwright who 

was last year’s winner of the Button Art 

Competition! Samuel is a student at 

Middlebury College who works on the 

geology of the lunar Moscoviense Basin. His 

design is shown below!  

 

 
 

  

 

2019 Award Recipients 

2019 Dwornik Awards  
 

The judging panel at the 50th LPSC had its 

hands full with another crop of outstanding 

entries for the 2019 Dwornik Prize—we 

received 56 entries for the oral presentations 

(45 graduate students, 11 undergrads) and 72 

entries for poster presentations (53 grads, 17 

undergrads). The PGD officers would like to 

thank all of our members who attended the 

50th LPSC and the 200 volunteer judges that 

provided input and scores for the 2019 

Dwornik Awards. It would simply not be 

possible to judge the student awards without 

the help of our volunteers. Please consider 

judging at LPSC 2020! 

 

The 2019 Dwornik winners are:  

 

Best Graduate Oral Presentation: Clara 

Maurel, MIT, “Partial Differentiation and 

Magnetic History of the IIE Iron Meteorite 

Parent Body.” 

 

Honorable Mention, Graduate Oral: 

Xiaochen Mao, Washington University, 

“Spin Evolution of Ceres due to Impacts.” 

 

Best Graduate Poster: Alexandra E. Doyle, 

UCLA, “Oxygen Fugacities of Rocky 

Exoplanets from Polluted White Dwarf 

Stars.” 

 

Honorable Mention, Graduate Poster: 

Amanda Ostwald, UNLV, “Parental Melt of 

Nakhlites as Determined from Melt 

Inclusions.” 

 

Best Undergraduate Oral: Patrick Matulka, 

Colgate University, “Rounding and 

Comminution Rates of Ice Clasts Using the 

Titan Tumbler: Fluctuatung Roundness and 

Stepped Mass Loss.” 

 

Honorable Mention, Undergraduate Oral: 

Christopher Yen, Brown University, “An 

Updated Orbital Analysis of Ancient Strata in 

Terby Crater, Mars: The Thickest Deltaic 

Sequence on Mars?” 
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Best Undergraduate Poster: Walter 

Zimmerman, University of Alaska - 

Anchorage, “Bands on Europa: A New 

Geometry-based Classification to Explain 

why Bands Form.” 

 

Honorable Mention, Undergraduate Poster: 

Steffanie Sillitoe-Kukas, Florida State 

University, “Spherules in the Martian 

Polymict Breccias I: Origin and Internal 

Chemical Zoning.” 

 

Background: The Dwornik Award was 

established in 1991 with a generous 

endowment by Dr. Stephen E. Dwornik, who 

wished to encourage students who are U.S. 

citizens to become involved with NASA and 

planetary science. Applicants for this award 

must be a U.S. citizen that is currently 

enrolled as a student at a U.S. or international 

institution, or a non-U.S. citizen currently 

enrolled as a student at a U.S. institution. The 

award consists of a plaque and a $500 check 

(graduate) / $250 check (undergraduate), and 

is given for those student presentations 

(poster and oral) at the annual Lunar and 

Planetary Science Conference (LPSC) 

hosted by the Lunar and Planetary Institute 

and NASA Johnson Space Center in 

Houston, Texas that are judged to be of the 

highest caliber. The deadline for entry was 

January 8, 2020, which was the day after 

LPSC abstracts were due. A link to the 

Dwornik application can be found here: 

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.

com/GEOSOCIETY/cced1fdd-b74e-4b63-

b36a-

e8ae0ccf3c18/UploadedImages/Dwornik_A

pplication_2020.pdf 

with more general information about the 

award here:  

 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/award

s/dwornik 

 

2019 Shoemaker Award 
 

The 2019 Shoemaker Award was presented 

to Samantha Nicole Griffin, University of 

Glasgow. Samantha is a PhD candidate 

whose research focuses on petrographically 

and geochemically assessing the similarities 

and differences between nakhlite meteorites, 

with implications for understanding volcanic 

sources on Mars. 

 

The Eugene M. Shoemaker Impact Cratering 

Award is for undergraduate or graduate 

students, of any nationality, working in any 

country, in the disciplines of geology, 

geophysics, geochemistry, astronomy, or 

biology. The award, which will include 

$3000, is to be applied for the study of impact 

craters, either on Earth or on the other solid 

bodies in the solar system. Areas of study 

may include but shall not necessarily be 

limited to impact cratering processes; the 

bodies (asteroidal or cometary) that make the 

impacts; or the geological, chemical, or 

biological results of impact cratering. 

 

2019 Pellas-Ryder Award  

 
The Pellas-Ryder award is given to the 

Planetary Science Best Student Paper 

published during the preceding year. The 

award is jointly given by the Meteoritical 

Society and the Planetary Geology Division 

of the Geological Society of America and 

consists of a check for $500 from the 

Meteoritical Society and a plaque awarded by 

the PGD.  

 

The 2019 Pellas-Ryder award was presented 

to Simon J. Lock, Harvard University, for 

his outstanding publication: 

 

The Origin of the Moon within a Terrestrial 

Synestia, Journal of Geophysical Research - 

Planets (2018), v. 123, pgs. 910-951. 

 

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/GEOSOCIETY/cced1fdd-b74e-4b63-b36a-e8ae0ccf3c18/UploadedImages/Dwornik_Application_2020.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/GEOSOCIETY/cced1fdd-b74e-4b63-b36a-e8ae0ccf3c18/UploadedImages/Dwornik_Application_2020.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/GEOSOCIETY/cced1fdd-b74e-4b63-b36a-e8ae0ccf3c18/UploadedImages/Dwornik_Application_2020.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/GEOSOCIETY/cced1fdd-b74e-4b63-b36a-e8ae0ccf3c18/UploadedImages/Dwornik_Application_2020.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/GEOSOCIETY/cced1fdd-b74e-4b63-b36a-e8ae0ccf3c18/UploadedImages/Dwornik_Application_2020.pdf
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/dwornik
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/dwornik
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2019 GSA PGD Student Travel Grant 
 

The Planetary Geology Division (PGD) of 

the Geological Society of America uses funds 

raised at the GSA PGD booth to offers 1-2 

travel grants of $500 to help defray costs for 

PGD student members who are traveling to 

the GSA Annual Meeting to present first-

authored papers. Students may also receive a 

$150 Honorable Mention travel grant to 

present their work at GSA. 

 

The 2019 GSA PGD Student Travel Grants 

were awarded to: 

 

Emily Simpson, University of Oklahoma 

($500). 

 

Anthony Gallagher, University of Alaska, 

Honorable Mention ($150). 

 

Sarah Roberts, University of Tennessee, 

Honorable Mention ($150). 

 

Claire Mondro, University of Tennessee, 

Honorable Mention ($150). 

 

Allison McGraw, University of Arizona, 

Honorable Mention ($150). 

 

Emily Fischer, Texas A&M, Honorable 

Mention ($150). 

 

Patrick Cavanagh, Indiana University, GSA 

Field Trip Grantee ($150). 

 

Interested and eligible students can find 

additional information about applying for 

PGD Student Travel Grants here:  

 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/award

s/travel-grants 

 

2019 Ronald Greeley Award for 

Distinguished Service 

 

Dr. Debra Buczkowski, Johns Hopkins 

University, Applied Physics Laboratory, was 

awarded the 2019 Ronald Greeley Award for 

Distinguished Service. Dr. Buczkowski was 

nominated for her outstanding commitment 

to the PGD Board and continued service on 

the GSA Joint Technical Planning 

Committee (which she continued to serve on 

each year since she rotated off the PGD 

Board). 

 

This award may be given to those members 

of the PGD, and those outside of the Division 

and GSA, who have rendered exceptional 

service to the PGD for a multi-year period. 

 

 
Dr. Buczkowski, receiving her 2019 Ronald 

Greeley Award, from Dr. Wilson at the PGD 

annual banquet at GSA in Phoenix, AZ.  

 

PGD-Affiliated GSA Fellows  
 

We are pleased to announce that two PGD 

members were selected as GSA Fellows in 

2019.  

 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/travel-grants
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/travel-grants
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Dr. Devon M. Burr, Northern Arizona 

University. Dr. Burr was nominated by Dr. 

Harry McSween for their outstanding work 

as a planetary geomorphologist. Dr. Burr 

combines laboratory experiments, terrestrial 

analogue studies, and mapping and analysis 

of spacecraft imagery and topography to 

understand fluvial and aeolian processes and 

landforms on Mars. 

Dr. Jeffrey Moore, NASA-Ames Research 

Center Space Sciences Division. Elected to 

Fellowship as the 2019 Planetary Geology 

Division’s G. K. Gilbert awardee. 

Congratulations to the newly selected PGD-

affiliated GSA fellows! 

  

Call for Applications & Nominations 

Student Advisory Member: The Planetary 

Geology Division (PGD) of the Geological 

Society of America will be soliciting 

nominations for the position of Junior 

Student Advisor to the PGD in June 2020. 

This position is open to all interested 

graduate and undergraduate students, 

offering students an opportunity to actively 

engage with the PGD officers and the 

planetary community in an important role on 

this service committee. Responsibilities 

include participating in regularly scheduled 

PGD telecons, updating the Student 

Opportunities page on the PGD website  

(https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/resou

rces/student-opportunities), helping with the 

PGD booth during the annual meeting, and 

serving as the PGD representative to the GSA 

Student Advisory Council. This is a two-year 

position (second year as Senior Student 

Advisor), and includes a partial travel award 

to attend the annual GSA meeting each year. 

Interested students should send a current CV 

(include college major and advisor) and a 

short justification (~300-500 words) on why 

they would be interested in serving as Student 

Advisor.  

 

June 1, 2020 is the application due date. 

Please send completed application materials 

as a single pdf file to PGD 1st Vice-Chair 

Debra Needham. 

 

Dwornik Award: This award is open for 

U.S. citizens that are currently enrolled as 

students at a U.S. or international institution, 

or non-U.S. citizens currently enrolled as a 

student at a U.S. institution.  The application 

form to apply for a Dwornik Award is due the 

day after Lunar and Planetary Science 

Conference (LPSC) abstracts are due. 

More information can be found here:  

 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/award

s/dwornik 

 

Questions regarding the Dwornik awards 

should be directed to 2nd Vice-Chair Nick 

Lang (nlang@mercyhurst.edu). 

 

Due to the advent of the undergraduate 

awards, the Dwornik fund is no longer self-

sustaining. We hope the fund will continue to 

grow and provide new opportunities, and thus 

encourage your donations. You can donate at 

the GSA Foundation webpage: https://gsa-

foundation.org/ 

 

In addition, anyone interested in serving as a 

judge for the Dwornik competition at this 

year’s LPSC, please note that there is now a 

place on your LPSC abstract submission 

form where you can indicate your 

willingness. Thanks in advance!  

 

Pellas-Ryder Award: This award, offered 

jointly with the Meteoritical Society, is an 

opportunity for student first authors 

publishing their work in English to receive 

recognition for outstanding scientific 

achievement. The deadline for nominations is 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/resources/student-opportunities
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/resources/student-opportunities
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/dwornik
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/dwornik
https://gsa-foundation.org/
https://gsa-foundation.org/
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January 31, 2020. See this link for more 

details:  

 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/award

s/pellas-ryder 

 

Papers will be considered for the Award by 

nomination to the Selection Committee. 

Committee members, full members of the 

Geological Society of America, full members 

of the Meteoritical Society, or full members 

of any of their associated societies may make 

nominations. The nomination may be 

addressed to the Secretaries of either the 

Planetary Geology Division of the GSA or 

the Meteoritical Society, who will forward 

the nominations to the Chair of the Selection 

Committee. (Members of the Selection 

Committee may make nominations directly 

to the Chair of the Committee.) 

Alternatively, nominations can be made 

directly to the Chair of the Selection 

Committee. Submissions for consideration 

should be sent (as PDF documents) by email 

to Dr. Emily Martin (MartinES@si.edu). 

Submissions also may be sent by regular mail 

to: 

Dr. Emily Martin (CEPS) 

901 D St, SW 

Suite 700 

Washington, DC 20024 

Ronald Greeley Award for Distinguished 

Service: All members are encouraged to 

submit nominations for the Ronald Greeley 

Award for Distinguished Service. This award 

was established in 2011 as the PGD 

Distinguished Service Award, and in 2012 

the PGD membership voted to change the 

name to commemorate Ronald Greeley and 

his contributions to the Planetary Geology 

Division. This award may be given to those 

members of the PGD, or those outside of the 

Division and GSA, who have rendered 

exceptional service to the PGD over a multi-

year period. The award is not open to 

currently serving Division officers, but may 

be awarded to past officers who have 

provided exceptional service to the PGD after 

their term on the Management Board has 

ended.  

 

Nominations for the award, which should 

include a description of what the nominee has 

given to the PGD community, may be made 

by any PGD member to 1st Vice-Chair Debra 

Needham (debra.m.hurwitz@nasa.gov) prior 

to June 30, 2020. Approval of the award will 

be by majority vote of the Management 

Board. The award consists of a certificate 

signed by the Chair, and will be presented at 

the Division's Business Meeting/Awards 

Reception at the Annual Meeting. 

 

Eugene M. Shoemaker Award: Dr. Carolyn 

Shoemaker established the Eugene M. 

Shoemaker Memorial Fund for Crater 

Studies in memory of her husband in 1998. 

She established this endowment so that 

students will have an opportunity to pursue 

studies of impact craters, which were the 

focus of her husband’s graduate studies and a 

large part of his professional career. Friends, 

scientific colleagues, and companies have 

contributed to the fund (and continue to do 

so) to ensure its success. 

 

The Shoemaker Impact Cratering Award is 

for undergraduate or graduate students, of 

any nationality, working in any country, in 

the disciplines of geology, geophysics, 

geochemistry, astronomy, or biology. The 

award, which will include $3000, is to be 

applied for the study of impact craters, either 

on Earth or on the other solid bodies in the 

solar system. Areas of study may include but 

shall not necessarily be limited to impact 

cratering processes; the bodies (asteroidal or 

cometary) that make the impacts; or the 

geological, chemical, or biological results of 

impact cratering. Applications are typically 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/pellas-ryder
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/pellas-ryder
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due late August/early September 2020, and 

must include a CV, research proposal, 

timeline and budget, and two letters of 

recommendation. For more details and to 

access the online application forms, go to: 

 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/award

s/shoemaker 

 

Questions regarding this award should be 

directed to Dr. David Kring, 

(kring@lpi.usra.edu). The Planetary Geology 

Division officers strongly encourage all of 

our Division members to actively recruit 

promising students to apply for this 

prestigious award. 

 

Student Travel Grants: As in recent years, 

the PGD is offering two travel grants to help 

defray costs for PGD student members who 

are traveling to the GSA Annual Meeting to 

present first-authored papers. Applicants for 

student travel awards must: 

1. Be first author and presenter of a paper 

that has been submitted to (and accepted 

for presentation at) the GSA Annual 

Meeting. 

2. Be a Student Member of both GSA and 

the Planetary Geology Division. 

3. Be registered for the meeting before 

applying for a travel grant. 

4. Submit a completed Travel Grant 

Application, current CV, and a short 

justification (~300-500 words) for why 

travel funding is needed. 

 

Checks will be presented at the meeting, 

following the student’s talk or poster. The 

Application Form and more information is 

available at: 

 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/award

s/travel-grants 

Completed application materials should be 

submitted as a single PDF file, due TBD, to 

PGD 2nd Vice- Chair Nick Lang 

(nlang@mercyhurst.edu). 

  

Upcoming Meetings & Workshops 

GSA Penrose Conferences and Thompson 

Field Forums: The GSA Penrose 

Conference proposal process has gone 

through an upgrade and starting in 2021 there 

will be one Annual Penrose conference. Look 

for an announcement in spring/summer of 

2020 with the conference running in 2021. If 

you have any questions please feel free to 

contact Becky Sundeen 

(bsundeen@geosociety.org). 

Additional Meetings: For more on 

upcoming meetings and conferences in the 

planetary science community check out the 

Lunar and Planetary Institute’s meeting 

calendar: 

 

https://www.hou.usra.edu/meetings/calendar

/  

Student Internship Opportunities 

GSA Opportunities: 

National Park Service, Geoscientists-in-the-

Parks (GIP) Program, Summer 2020. GSA is 

now recruiting applicants for more than 80 

NPS Geoscientists-In-the-Parks (GIP) 

opportunities taking place during summer 

2020. Participants are paid a minimum of 

$350/week stipend, travel allowance, 

provided housing (or a housing allowance) 

for the duration of the project, and will be 

eligible for an AmeriCorps™ education 

award. Application deadlines passed on 

January 13th 2020, but parks still in need of 

applications can be found here 

(https://rock.geosociety.org/eo/GeoCorpsJob

Descriptions_gip.asp) 

GSA GeoCorps America Program, Summer 

2020. GSA is now recruiting applicants for 

dozens of GeoCorps America opportunities 

taking place during summer of 2020. 

GeoCorps participants have the opportunity 

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/shoemaker
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/shoemaker
mailto:kring@lpi.usra.edu
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/travel-grants
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/awards/travel-grants
mailto:bsundeen@geosociety.org
https://www.hou.usra.edu/meetings/calendar/
https://www.hou.usra.edu/meetings/calendar/
https://rock.geosociety.org/eo/GeoCorpsJobDescriptions_gip.asp
https://rock.geosociety.org/eo/GeoCorpsJobDescriptions_gip.asp
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to work at a Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) or U.S. Forest Service (USFS) site 

and gain valuable work experience. 

Participants are paid a minimum of 

$10.60/hr. Applications are due by February 

2nd, 2020 (11:00 pm MST). 

(https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education

_Careers/Field_Experiences/GeoCorps_Am

erica/GSA/fieldexp/GeoCorps/home.aspx) 

 

Lunar and Planetary Institute 

Opportunities: 

 

Exploration Science Summer Intern 

Program. This 10-week program (May 26, 

2020 to July 31, 2020) is open to graduate 

students in geology, planetary science, and 

astronomy, and will focus NASA's lunar 

exploration initiatives. Applications were due 

January 17th, 2020. 

(https://www.lpi.usra.edu/exploration_intern

/?view=program) 

 

Summer Undergraduate Program for 

Planetary Research. Qualified 

undergraduates are paired with NASA-

sponsored planetary geology and geophysics 

investigators at research locations around the 

country for eight weeks during the summer. 

Application deadline is January 31st, 2020.  

(https://www.lpi.usra.edu/suppr/) 

  

Membership and Finance 

We continued to see a strong number of 

Planetary Geology Division affiliates this 

past year. We had 769 affiliates as of the end 

of December 2019 with 523 paid through 

2020. If you have not already done so, please 

remember to renew your membership at GSA 

annual renewal time and encourage your 

students and colleagues to join. Division dues 

are: student, recent graduate, or K-12 teacher: 

$5, Professional member: $10. Your dues go 

a long way to helping get our science 

represented and keeping it accessible. 

 

Number of division 

affiliates 
Year 

769 Dec 2019 

797 Dec 2018 

810 Aug 2017 

879 Aug 2016 

774 Aug 2015 

829 Aug 2014 

658 Aug 2013 

670 Aug 2012 

615 Aug 2011 

290 Aug 2010 

 

According to GSA policy, students can join 

their first division at no cost. Having a vibrant 

student membership is wonderful and vital 

for the future, but the immediate trade-off is 

reduced revenue. Recall that the principal 

annual expenditure of our division is our 

general student travel awards. Help us sustain 

a strong division by renewing, asking others 

to join, and volunteering. Thanks for your 

support! 

 

Financial summary: As of December 31, 

2019, PGD has an asset balance of $21,324. 

Our total revenue was $8,182, consisting of 

$2,004 in division dues and $6,178 in 

donations. Expenses during this period were 

$11,226, including in part $2,500 in student 

awards and grants. We look forward to 

another great year in 2020! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education_Careers/Field_Experiences/GeoCorps_America/GSA/fieldexp/GeoCorps/home.aspx
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education_Careers/Field_Experiences/GeoCorps_America/GSA/fieldexp/GeoCorps/home.aspx
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Education_Careers/Field_Experiences/GeoCorps_America/GSA/fieldexp/GeoCorps/home.aspx
https://www.lpi.usra.edu/exploration_intern/?view=program
https://www.lpi.usra.edu/exploration_intern/?view=program
https://www.lpi.usra.edu/suppr/
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ANNOUNCING THE 2019 G.K. GILBERT AWARD WINNER 
 

Dr. Alfred McEwen, University of Arizona 
 

 
 

Previous Gilbert Award Recipients: E. Shoemaker (1983); G. Wetherill (1984); W. Alvarez (1985); R. Baldwin (1986); D. Gault (1987); D. 
Wilhelms (1988); H. Schmitt (1989); H. Masursky (1990); J. Guest (1991); J. Wood (1992); M. Carr (1993); S. R. Taylor (1994); B. Lucchitta, 

1995); R. Sharp (1996); R. Greeley (1997); J. Adams (1998); S. Solomon (1999); L. Soderblom (2000); H. J. Melosh (2001); J. Head (2002); R. 

Phillips (2003), W. Hartmann (2004), L. Wilson (2005), M. Gaffey (2006), M. Zuber (2007), P. Christensen (2008), R. Strom (2009), C. Pieters 

(2010), S. Squyres (2011), P. Schultz (2012), A. Howard (2013), B. McKinnon (2014), M. P. Golombek (2015), M. D. Dyar (2016), J.A. Grant 

(2017), J. Moore (2018) 

 

The 2019 G. K. Gilbert awardee is Dr. Alfred McEwen, University of Arizona. Dr. McEwen 

earned a B.S. in Forest Biology from SUNY ESF. He went on to earn a second B.S. and a M.S in 

Geology, and then his PhD in Planetary Geology, from Northern Arizona University. 

 His citation was by J.M. Moore, NASA-Ames Research Center: 

It is a tremendous pleasure to see Alfred McEwen presented with the G.K. Gilbert Award. Alfred 

has made substantial contributions to Solar System geology for decades, and he continues to be at 

its forefront today. Alfred first gained the attention of our field in the early 1980s, soon after he 

returned from stints with the Peace Corps and the Soil Conservation Service, with the production 

of very carefully calibrated color, or colorized, large mosaics of Io and Mars. These large color 

mosaics became iconic. They are still among the most widely used global representations of these 

worlds. In addition to their beauty, they were used to map out compositional variations across 

their surfaces. By the 1990s Alfred was an Interdisciplinary Scientist on the Galileo mission and 

was deeply involved in the planning and coordination of multi-instrumental observations of Io and 

the other Galilean satellites. This work led to his recognition of ultramafic komatiite-like eruptions 

as well as both silicate and sulfur lava lakes and flows. He subsequently summarized our current 

understanding of Io’s volcanism and tectonism in a series of multidisciplinary papers that still 

remain seminal.  

In the early 2000s Alfred designed and proposed an ultra-high resolution camera for the study of 

Mars from orbit which became the High Resolution Imaging Science Experiment (HiRISE) on 
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Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, which remains the backbone of Mars geological studies to this day. 

The images from HiRISE have proven to be crucial for the on-going exploration of the planet. The 

Curiosity rover uses them every day to design its traverses across Gale crater, as did the two Mars 

Exploration Rovers. Almost every paper now published on martian geology is illustrated with 

HiRISE images. Alfred’s own work with these data can be exemplified by his study of (1) the 

number and distribution of secondary craters from a primary (an important consideration in the 

determination of crater ages from small impacts); and (2) recurring lineae and their possible 

triggering by deliquescent salts, and the implication these features have as indicators of the 

intermittent presence of liquid water at the surface. 

Alfred has been a conscientious and diligent member of our scientific community, having served 

on conference organizing committees, editorial boards, as well as several NASA Committees, 

including, until recently, Chair of the Outer Planets Assessment Group, and on the National 

Academy of Science Decadal Surveys for Planetary Science. Last year he co-convened a Keck 

Institute of Space Studies workshop on Tidal Heating, making an argument for future missions to 

Io. Alfred is booked solid with ongoing missions, in addition to his leadership role on HiRISE, he 

is a Co-Investigator on the CaSSIS camera aboard Mars Trace Gas Orbiter, and the LROC 

camera on Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter.  He is also Co-investigator on upcoming the Europa 

Clipper’s main mapping camera. Everyone who has had the good luck to know and work with 

Alfred has experienced his great enthusiasm for exploration, his zest for discovery, his wonderful 

artistic sense of aesthetics as revealed in even his earliest efforts, and his generosity in 

collaborating and, then training, two generations of planetary geoscientists. It is a great personal 

pleasure to be able to regard Alfred, since our graduate school days, as a dear friend, and to now 

see him so justly honored with the Gilbert Award. 

For more information, please go to: 

https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/About/awards/GSA/Awards/2019/gilbert.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/About/awards/GSA/Awards/2019/gilbert.aspx
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We need your help! 
This would be a great time to contribute to the Dwornik, Shoemaker, G. K. Gilbert or student travel 

grant funds! Unlike many other charitable donations, your donation to these funds will produce 

positive results you can see for yourself as you encourage and support planetary scientists, both 

current and future. Donations can either be made online (https://gsa-foundation.org/) or by mail. 

If by mail, please include a check or money order, made payable to Planetary Geology Division, 

GSA. 

 

YES I have enclosed a check as a donation to:  

 
The Dwornik Fund  amount $(________) 

 

The Shoemaker Fund  amount $(________) 

 

The G. K. Gilbert Fund amount $(________) 

 

PGD Student Travel Grants amount $(________) 

 

WHEN MAKING A DONATION, PLEASE INCLUDE THIS DONATION FORM AND PAYMENT CHECK 

IN AN ENVELOPE AND MAIL THEM TO: 

 

The Geological Society of America 

P.O. Box 9140 

Boulder, CO 80301-9140. 

 

 

 

Need more information about PGD? Check out our website:  

https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gsa-foundation.org/
https://community.geosociety.org/pgd/home
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2019 – 2020 Division Officers 
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