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Message from the Chair: Dwornik 
awards, combating sexual 

harassment, and inclusion of foreign 
nationals 

 
Greetings, scientists, engineers, and 
explorers affiliated with the Planetary 
Geology Division (PGD) of GSA! It is an 
honor and a pleasure to have been elected to 
serve the community in this manner, and I am 
fortunate to have had such good role models 
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in the GSA officer core ahead of me, 
including the most recent chair, Prof. James 
Wray (Georgia Tech). At our recent banquet 
at the GSA Annual Meeting in Seattle, I 
requested that former PGD officers raise their 
hands, and was amazed and humbled by the 
ranks of former officers in attendance. My 
objective is to continue moving forward on 
the path that has been well-charted by my 
predecessors. 
 
Looking over the status of our community at 
the start of 2018, there are three issues for us 
to reflect upon: recent updates to the Dwornik 
award program; a long-overdue national 
reckoning on sexual harassment; and a 
general concern regarding intolerance of 
foreign nationals. 
 
As most of you are likely aware, one of the 
larger tasks undertaken by the PGD is 
oversight and coordination of the Stephen E. 
Dwornik awards for best student 
presentations at the annual Lunar and 
Planetary Science Conference (LPSC). We 
migrated to an all-digital submission of 
judges’ forms several years ago (thank 
goodness!), and for the first time last year we 
implemented a system to collate the narrative 
feedback provided by the judges and transmit 
it back to the student participants. The 
thought is that while it is nice to win a student 
presentation award, providing meaningful 
feedback to all participants elevates the 
impact of the judges’ efforts. Of course this 
process would be doomed to failure without 
the herculean effort of the judges year in and 
year out, and we are as ever grateful for the 
time you donate to help the students in our 
community. Our hope is that sending the 
students your polite and thoughtful feedback 
will help them sharpen their presentation 
skills and make attending LPSC an even 
more useful learning experience. 
 

2017 was a tumultuous year for planetary 
science and for our nation as a whole. We 
have witnessed the graceful planned demise 
of the Cassini mission, and the selection of 
two new Discovery missions to visit 
tantalizing small bodies. We celebrated G. K. 
Gilbert award winner Dr. John Grant 
(Smithsonian), and mourned the unexpected 
passing of Dr. Nathan Bridges (JHU/APL). 
And we continue our long-overdue national 
reckoning on sexual harassment. Several 
years ago when conferences like LPSC 
started posting a Code of Conduct that 
banned harassment at meetings front and 
center on their websites, I recall thinking, “Is 
this really necessary—doesn’t everyone 
conform to these guidelines already?” This is 
a sentiment that is best described as 
breathtakingly naïve. But we are fortunate in 
our community that, for the first time, both of 
the LPSC conference co-chairs are women: 
Dr. Eileen Stansbery (NASA JSC) and the 
newly appointed Dr. Louise Prockter (LPI 
and past PGD chair). My hope is that the 
continued elevation of women to positions of 
leadership in our community accompanies a 
sea change in our attitudes to and rejection of 
harassment in all guises and forms. 
 
In addition to our national reckoning on 
sexual harassment, one of the headwinds our 
community faces is intolerance of foreign 
nationals. One of the strengths of our space 
program since its inception has been an 
embrace of the “best and the brightest,” 
regardless of country of origin. Yet, for many 
years, recipients of NASA support have had 
to sign a waiver affirming that they will not 
engage in bilateral exchanges with 
individuals or institutions from the People’s 
Republic of China, a restriction imposed by 
congressional statute. I have signed many of 
these myself, and I find doing so increasingly 
disquieting. Even during the height of the 
Cold War with the USSR, US scientists were 
not subject to a blanket ban on dialog with 
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their Soviet colleagues. While I recognize 
that cybersecurity is of paramount 
importance, I think this “Don’t Play with 
China” policy is counterproductive. We 
should be engaging with our colleagues from 
China and encouraging them to be more 
open, not excluding them and fostering a 
culture of mutual isolation and mistrust. One 
of the great successes of engagement with our 
foreign colleagues is the establishment of 
Planetary Data System-like archives at the 
European Space Agency (ESA) and Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA). 
These digital repositories ensure that 
planetary data, i.e., the fruits of planetary 
exploration, are freely shared and available to 
all after a reasonable proprietary period. I fail 
to see how we can simultaneously encourage 
open access to data while enacting a blanket 
ban on dialog with those who are data 
producers. This policy in particular, and 
hostility to foreign nationals in general, is 
detrimental to the state of science in the USA. 
Already, our national meetings and 
conferences have felt a brain drain as a 
growing number of our talented foreign 
colleagues have elected not to share in the 
scientific endeavor on our shores. 
 
I conclude this message with a few requests 
and notes. First, thank you for joining the 
majority of the community that is dedicated 
to ensuring that our professional workplaces 
and conferences are harassment-free. 
Second, I encourage all of our members to 
make an effort to establish or extend a 
research collaboration with a foreign 
colleague in 2018. I am hopeful that 
shortsighted policies at the national level can 
be partially tempered and eventually reversed 
by grassroots efforts at the individual level.  
Finally, please nominate worthy colleagues 
for awards, from within our division, within 
GSA, and in general. For me personally, one 
of the most rewarding aspects of being 
involved with various GSA awards 

committees is seeing the joy that peer-
nominated awards can bring to well-
deserving members of our extended family. 
 
All the best, 
Bradley Thomson 
Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences 
University of Tennessee 
 
 
  
Upcoming 2018 Annual Meeting 

Mark calendars for 
the upcoming 2018 
GSA Annual Meeting 
in Indianapolis, IN, 
from November 4-7.   
Abstract submission 

is not yet open, but the first announcement 
can be viewed here: 
http://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Events/Ann
ual_Meeting/GSA/Events/gsa2018.aspx. 
 
Call for Technical Session proposals: Help 
ensure that your area of research and 
expertise is represented in next year’s 
technical program. Any individual or 
geosciences organization is welcome to 
suggest topics and submit proposals for both 
Topical Sessions and Pardee Keynote 
Symposia. Pardee Symposia are high-profile 
sessions on significant scientific 
developments, with invited speakers only. 
Topical Sessions are a combination of invited 
and volunteered papers. Unique formats are 
allowed, but must be outlined in the proposal 
along with the technical support needs. 
Sessions that promote discussion are 
encouraged. Due February 1, 2018. 
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/cfs.cgi 
 

http://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Events/Annual_Meeting/GSA/Events/gsa2018.aspx
http://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Events/Annual_Meeting/GSA/Events/gsa2018.aspx
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/cfs.cgi
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Call for Short Course proposals: Have 
something that your peers need to know? 
Lead a Short Course at the GSA 2018 Annual 
Meeting in Indianapolis. Courses can 
develop professional, teaching, and research 
skills at all levels. Due February 1, 2018. 
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/shortco
urse/cfs.cgi 
 
Call for Field Trip proposals: Know the local 
geology and want to share with your peers?  
Lead a Field Trip at the GSA 2018 Annual 
Meeting in Indianapolis.  Trips can be 
anywhere from a half day to 5 days long. 
Field trip proposals may be submitted by any 
member of GSA, its affiliated societies, or 
anyone else.  Due December 1, 2017. 
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/fieldtri
p/cfs.cgi 
  
Notes from the 2017 GSA Annual 
Meeting in Seattle, Washington 

The 2017 annual GSA meeting was held in 
Seattle, Washington October 22-25.  The 
meeting continues to be a major annual event 
for the PGD community. 
 
Among the meeting highlights was the 
annual PGD banquet and celebration of Dr. 
John A. Grant, the recipient of the 2017 
G.K. Gilbert Award, our division’s highest 
honor. See Page 12 for more details. 
 
Our division also continued the tradition of 
hosting a booth in the Exhibition Hall where 
we sold planetary-related gear and held daily 
meteorite raffles. Staffed by PGD officers 
throughout the conference poster sessions, 
the booth constitutes our chief fundraising 
effort for the year and is the primary means 
by which our division pays for student travel 
awards to the annual GSA meeting. 
Providing exemplary students the means to 
present their best work at a national  
 

Outgoing PGD chair James Wray of Georgia Institute 
of Technology (right) presenting the G. K. Gilbert 
award plaque to John A. Grant (left) of the Center for 
Earth and Planetary Studies, Smithsonian Institution 
at the 2017 PGD banquet in Seattle. 

conference is a powerful career development 
tool, and we look forward to continuing to 
support their endeavors. Please share with 
us any feedback you might have about the 
booth! 

The raffle draw at the PGD booth in the Exhibition 
Hall at GSA 2017 in Seattle.  

Awaiting the announcement of the raffle winner at 
the PGD booth at GSA 2017 in Seattle. 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/shortcourse/cfs.cgi
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/shortcourse/cfs.cgi
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/fieldtrip/cfs.cgi
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/fieldtrip/cfs.cgi
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Announcement: Button Art 
Competition 

Your design could be featured at LPSC!   
 

 
We are looking for a new design for Planetary 
Geology Division buttons.  All submissions 
must be sent to kelsey.crane@uga.edu by 
5pm February 1, 2018.  Rules: (1) Design 
must be completed within a 6 cm diameter 
circle. (2) Letters “PGD” and year “2018” 
must be included as a central feature in the 
artwork. (3) Group submissions are 
acceptable.  (4) Any media/software can be 
used as long as the scanned image sent to the 
PGD is clear.  Additional details: Submission 
must include brief biographical information 
about the artist, a brief (500 character limit) 
description of the artwork, a PDF of the 
artwork and a JPEG (min 600 dpi) of the 
artwork.  All PGD members may vote from 
the semi-finalists’ buttons (as determined by 
PGD officers) starting February 5, 2018.  The 
winner will be announced February 12, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
2017 Award Recipients 

2017 Dwornik Awards  
 
The judging panel at the 48th LPSC had its 
hands full with another crop of outstanding 
entries for the 2017 Dwornik Prize—we 
received 49 entries for the oral presentations 
(45 grads, 4 undergrads) and 76 entries for 
poster presentations (55 grads, 21 
undergrads). The PGD officers would like to 
thank all of our members who attended the 
48th LPSC and assisted in judging for the 
2017 Dwornik awards. It would simply not 
be possible to judge the student awards 
without the help of our volunteers. Please 
consider judging at LPSC 2018! 
 
The 2017 Dwornik winners are:  
 
Best Graduate Oral Presentation: R. Terik 
Daly, Brown University, “Projectile 
preservation during oblique hypervelocity 
impacts.”  
 
Honorable Mention, Graduate Oral: Kevin 
M. Cannon, Brown University, “Primordial 
clays on Mars formed beneath a steam or 
supercritical atmosphere.” 
 
Best Graduate Poster: Tess E. Caswell, 
Brown University, “Grain size evolution in 
icy satellites: New experimental constraints.” 
 
Honorable Mention, Graduate Poster: 
Hannah H. Kaplan, Brown University, 
“Reflectance spectroscopy of meteorite 
insoluble organic matter (IOM).” 
 
Best Undergraduate Oral: Allison M. 
McGraw, University of Arizona, “Do L-
chondrites come from the Gefion asteroid 
family?” 
 

mailto:kelsey.crane@uga.edu
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Honorable Mention, Undergraduate Oral: 
Carol B. Hundal, Wellesley College, 
“Chronology of fresh rayed craters in 
Elysium Planitia, Mars.” 
 
Best Undergraduate Poster: Emma S. Sosa, 
Lafayette College, “Constraining the 
petrogenesis of the paired achondrites GRA 
06128/9 through partial melting of an 
oxidized chondrite.” 
 
Honorable Mention, Undergraduate Poster: 
Isabel R. King, Harvey Mudd College, 
“Evolution of circular polarization ratio 
(CPR) profiles of kilometer-scale craters on 
the lunar maria.” 
 
Congratulations to the 2017 winners! 
 
Background: The Dwornik Award was 
established in 1991 with a generous 
endowment by Dr. Stephen E. Dwornik, who 
wished to encourage students who are U.S. 
citizens to become involved with NASA and 
planetary science. Applicants for this award 
must be a U.S. citizen that is currently 
enrolled as a student at a U.S. or international 
institution, or a non-U.S. citizen currently 
enrolled as a student at a U.S. institution.  The 
award consists of a plaque and a $500 check 
(graduate) / $250 check (undergraduate), and 
is given for those student presentations 
(poster and oral) at the annual Lunar and 
Planetary Science Conference (LPSC) 
hosted by the Lunar and Planetary Institute 
and NASA Johnson Space Center in 
Houston, Texas that are judged to be of the 
highest caliber. The deadline for entry is 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018, which is the 
day after LPSC abstracts are due. A link to 
the Dwornik Application can be found here: 
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/Dwornik_app
lication.pdf with more general information 
about the award here: 
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/dwornik.html.  
 

2017 Shoemaker Award 
 
The 2017 Shoemaker Award was presented 
to Maree McGregor, a MSc candidate at the 
University of New Brunswick (Canada). Ms. 
McGregor proposes to map and collect 
samples at both the Saint Martin and, more 
importantly, Nicholson impact craters.  
Samples from the latter will also be used to 
measure shock attenuation from the crater 
center and better assess the age of the impact 
event.  
 
The Eugene M. Shoemaker Impact Cratering 
Award is for undergraduate or graduate 
students, of any nationality, working in any 
country, in the disciplines of geology, 
geophysics, geochemistry, astronomy, or 
biology. The award, which will include 
$3000, is to be applied for the study of impact 
craters, either on Earth or on the other solid 
bodies in the solar system. Areas of study 
may include but shall not necessarily be 
limited to impact cratering processes; the 
bodies (asteroidal or cometary) that make the 
impacts; or the geological, chemical, or 
biological results of impact cratering. 
 
2017 Pellas-Ryder Award  
 
The Pellas-Ryder award is given to the 
Planetary Science Best Student Paper 
published during the preceding year. The 
award is jointly given by the Meteoritical 
Society and the Planetary Geology Division 
of the Geological Society of America and 
consists of a check for $500 from the 
Meteoritical Society and a plaque awarded by 
the PGD.  
 
The 2017 Pellas-Ryder award was presented 
to Gerrit Budde , Wilhelms-Universität 
Münster, Germany, and James Keane, 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/Dwornik_application.pdf
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/Dwornik_application.pdf
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/dwornik.html
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University of Arizona, for outstanding 
publications in a major peer-reviewed journal 
on topics of significant importance, and for 
the perseverance to see them published.  
 
Budde: “Tungsten isotopic constraints on the 
age and origin of chondrules,” published in 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, 113, 2886–2891, 2016.  
 
Keane: “Reorientation and faulting of Pluto 
due to volatile loading within Sputnik 
Planitia,” published in Nature, 540(7631), 
90–93, 2016. 
 
2017 GSA PGD Student Travel Grant 
 
The Planetary Geology Division (PGD) of 
the Geological Society of America uses funds 
raised at the GSA PGD booth to offer a travel 
grant of $500 to help defray costs for PGD 
student members who are traveling to the 
GSA Annual Meeting to present first-
authored papers. 
 
The 2017 GSA PGD Student Travel Grant 
was awarded to Kelsey Crane , University of 
Georgia. 
 
Interested and eligible students can find 
additional information about applying for 
PGD Student Travel Grants here: 
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-
grants.html 
 
2017 Ronald Greeley Award for 
Distinguished Service 
 
Prof. David Williams , Arizona State 
University, was awarded the 2017 Ronald 
Greeley Award for Distinguished Service. 
Dr. Williams has dedicated many years of 
service to the planetary community as a past 
Chair of the PGD in addition to coordinating 
PGD members as GSA Fellows. Dr. 
Williams is the director of the NASA  

Outgoing PGD chair James Wray of Georgia 
Institute of Technology (right) presenting the 
Ronald Greeley Award for Distinguished Service 
award plaque to Dr. David Williams (left) of Arizona 
State University at the 2017 PGD banquet in 
Seattle. 
 
Planetary Aeolian Laboratory at Ames 
Research Center, which was established by 
Dr. Ronald Greeley, and he continues to 
serve on the NASA Mapping and Planetary 
Spatial Information Infrastructure Team 
(MAPSIT) of the Geologic Mapping 
Subcommittee (GEMS), of which he served 
as Chair from 2014 to 2017. 
 
This award may be given to those members 
of the PGD, and those outside of the Division 
and GSA, who have rendered exceptional 
service to the PGD for a multi-year period. 
 
PGD-Affiliated GSA Fellows  
 
We are pleased to announce that several PGD 
members were selected as GSA Fellows in 
2017.   
 
Dr. Robert Charles Anderson, NASA Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. Dr. Anderson was 
nominated by Prof. David Allen Williams for 
outstanding service to planetary science and 
its community, for outstanding research in 
Mars tectonics, and for excellence in 
communicating planetary science to the 
public. 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-grants.html
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-grants.html
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Prof. Darby Dyar, Mount Holyoke College. 
Dr. Dyar was elected to the fellowship as the 
2016 Planetary Geology Division’s G.K. 
Gilbert Awardee. 
 
Prof. Jack D. Farmer, Arizona State 
University. Prof. Farmer was nominated by 
Prof. Steven Christian Semken in recognition 
of his rich and seminal research in 
biogeosciences and astrobiology, his many 
contributions to planetary exploration, and 
his work in enhancing public awareness of 
geology. 
 
Prof. Martha Scott Gilmore, Wesleyan 
University. Prof. Gilmore was nominated by 
Prof. Ronadh Cox for being an outstanding 
mentor, training undergraduate and graduate 
students, publishing with them, and 
launching them toward successful careers.  
Prof. Gilmore has published widely and 
influentially in planetary geology, and she is 
a leader and valued colleague, attested to by 
numerous advisory board appointments with 
the National Research Council and NASA. 
 
Prof. Simon Allen Kattenhorn, University 
of Alaska Anchorage. Dr. Kattenhorn was 
nominated by Prof. Judith Parrish for 
demonstrating excellence in research in 
structural geology and planetary geology, 
and for being a gifted teacher and valued 
colleague. 
 
Prof. Alian Wang, Washington University, 
St. Louis. Dr. Wang was nominated by Prof. 
I-Ming Chou for making important and 
impressive contributions to planetary 
science, especially in the field of Mars-
relevant hydrous salts that have great 
significance to Mars hydrologic history. With 
three Raman spectrometers scheduled to fly 
to Mars in 2020, Prof Wang’s work in 
Planetary Raman Spectroscopy will help to 
make great discoveries in Martian surface 

and subsurface mineralogy, geochemistry, 
and potential astrobiology. 
 
Congratulations to the newly selected PGD-
affiliated GSA fellows! 
  
Call for Applications & Nominations 

Student Advisory Member: The Planetary 
Geology Division (PGD) of the Geological 
Society of America is soliciting nominations 
for the position of Junior Student Advisor to 
the PGD. This position is open to all 
interested graduate and undergraduate 
students, offering students an opportunity to 
actively engage with the PGD officers and 
the planetary community in an important role 
on this service committee. Responsibilit ies 
include participating in regularly scheduled 
PGD telecons, updating the Student 
Opportunities page on the PGD website 
(http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/student-
opportunities.html), helping with the PGD 
booth during the annual meeting, and serving 
as the PGD representative to the GSA 
Student Advisory Council. This is a two-year 
position (second year as Senior Student 
Advisor), and includes a partial travel award 
to attend the annual GSA meeting each year. 
Interested students should send a current CV 
(include college major and advisor) and a 
short justification (~300-500 words) on why 
they would be interested in serving as Student 
Advisor.  
 
Please send completed application materials 
as a single pdf file to PGD 1st Vice-Chair 
Bradley J. Thomson (bthom@utk.edu) by 
June 1, 2018. 
 
Dwornik Award: This award is open for 
U.S. citizens that are currently enrolled as 
students at a U.S. or international institution, 
or non-U.S. citizens currently enrolled as a 
student at a U.S. institution.   The application 
form to apply for a Dwornik Award is due 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/student-opportunities.html
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/student-opportunities.html
mailto:bthom@utk.edu
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January 10, 2018. More information can be 
found here:  
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/dwornik.html. 
Questions regarding the Dwornik awards 
should be directed to 2nd Vice-Chair Emily 
Martin (martines@si.edu). 
 
Due to the advent of the undergraduate 
awards, the Dwornik fund is no longer self-
sustaining. We hope the fund will continue to 
grow and provide new opportunities, and thus 
encourage your donations. You can donate at: 
/www.gsafweb.org/donate/ 
 
In addition, anyone interested in serving as a 
judge for the Dwornik competition at this 
year’s LPSC please note that there is now a 
place on your LPSC abstract submission 
form where you can indicate your 
willingness.  Thanks in advance!  
 
Pellas-Ryder Award: This award, offered 
jointly with the Meteoritical Society, is an 
opportunity for student first authors 
publishing their work in English to receive 
recognition for outstanding scientific 
achievement. The deadline for nominations is 
January 31, 2018. See this link for more 
details: 
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/pellas-
ryder.html. To nominate papers published for 
next year, contact PGD 1st Vice-Chair 
Bradley J. Thomson (bthom@utk.edu) by 
January 31, 2018. 
 
Ronald Greeley Award for Distinguished 
Service : All members are encouraged to 
submit nominations for the Ronald Greeley 
Award for Distinguished Service. This award 
was established in 2011 as the PGD 
Distinguished Service Award, and in 2012 
the PGD membership voted to change the 
name to commemorate Ronald Greeley and 
his contributions to the Planetary Geology 
Division. This award may be given to those 
members of the PGD, or those outside of the 

Division and GSA, who have rendered 
exceptional service to the PGD over a multi-
year period. The award is not open to 
currently serving Division officers, but may 
be awarded to past officers who have 
provided exceptional service to the PGD after 
their term on the Management Board has 
ended. Nominations for the award, which 
should include a description of what the 
nominee has given to the PGD community, 
may be made by any PGD member to 1st Vice-
Chair Sharon Wilson Purdy (purdys@si.edu) 
prior to June 30, 2018. Approval of the 
award will be by majority vote of the 
Management Board. The award consists of a 
certificate signed by the Chair, and will be 
presented at the Division's Business 
Meeting/Awards Reception at the Annual 
Meeting. 
 
Eugene M. Shoemaker Award: Dr. Carolyn 
Shoemaker established the Eugene M. 
Shoemaker Memorial Fund for Crater 
Studies in memory of her husband in 1998. 
She established this endowment so that 
students will have an opportunity to pursue 
studies of impact craters, which were the 
focus of her husband’s graduate studies and a 
large part of his professional career. Friends, 
scientific colleagues, and companies have 
contributed to the fund (and continue to do 
so) to ensure its success. 
 
The Shoemaker Impact Cratering Award is 
for undergraduate or graduate students, of 
any nationality, working in any country, in 
the disciplines of geology, geophysics, 
geochemistry, astronomy, or biology. The 
award, which will include $3000, is to be 
applied for the study of impact craters, either 
on Earth or on the other solid bodies in the 
solar system. Areas of study may include but 
shall not necessarily be limited to impact 
cratering processes; the bodies (asteroidal or 
cometary) that make the impacts; or the 
geological, chemical, or biological results of 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/dwornik.html
mailto:martines@si.edu
https://webaccess.si.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=dQpVIoGYANa6JlTCCeSsk1br9AJOVn2uOVS8o2jFSVpUIBCVtR_UCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gsafweb.org%2fdonate%2f
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/pellas-ryder.html
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/pellas-ryder.html
mailto:bthom@utk.edu
mailto:purdys@si.edu
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impact cratering. Applications are due early 
September 2018, and must include a CV, 
research proposal, timeline and budget, and 
two letters of recommendation. For more 
details and to access the online application 
forms, go to: 
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/science/kring/Awar
ds/Shoemaker_Award/.   
 
Questions regarding this award should be 
directed to Dr. David Kring, 
(kring@lpi.usra.edu).  The Planetary 
Geology Division officers strongly 
encourage all of our Division members to 
actively recruit promising students to apply 
for this prestigious award. 
 
Student Travel Grants: As in recent years, 
the PGD is offering two travel grants to help 
defray costs for PGD student members who 
are traveling to the GSA Annual Meeting to 
present first-authored papers. Applicants for 
student travel awards must: 

1. Be first author and presenter of a paper 
that has been submitted to (and accepted 
for presentation at) the GSA Annual 
Meeting. 

2. Be a Student Member of both GSA and 
the Planetary Geology Division. 

3. Be registered for the meeting before 
applying for a travel grant. 

4. Submit a completed Travel Grant 
Application, current CV, and a short 
justification (~300-500 words) for why 
travel funding is needed. 

Checks will be presented at the meeting, 
following the student’s talk or poster. The 
Application Form and more information is 
available at: 
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-
grants.html Completed application materials 
should be submitted as a single PDF file, due 
TBD, to PGD 2nd Vice- Chair Emily Martin 
(martines@si.edu). 
 

  
Upcoming Meetings & Workshops 

Thompson Field Forums: Catastrophic 
Mega-scale Landslide Failure of Large 
Volcanic Fields.  
The Thompson Field Forums are named in 
honor of James B. Thompson Jr., a GSA 
benefactor and professor emeritus at both 
Harvard and Dartmouth. The next upcoming 
forum is August 12-17, 2018 in Terrace and 
Prince Rupert, British Columbia, Canada. 
This will be a five-day field forum designed 
to explore the growth and evolution of 
continental batholiths. The Coast Mountains 
Batholith, British Columbia, is an ideal 
location for the field forum because it is the 
largest calc-alkaline plutonic complex on 
Earth. The application deadline for this 
Forum is January 31, 2018. For more 
information visit: 
http://www.geosociety.org/GSA/fieldexp/Fi
eld_Forums.aspx  
  
Membership and Finance 

We saw an increase in the number of 
Planetary Geology division affiliates this 
year, a testament to our community’s wide 
ranging geologic advances across the solar 
system. Please remember to renew your 
membership at GSA annual renewal time and 
encourage your students and colleagues to 
join. Division dues are: student, recent 
graduate, or K-12 teacher: $5, Professional 
member: $10.  
 
Number of division 

affiliates Year 

810 Aug 2017 
879 Aug 2016 
774 Aug 2015 
829 Aug 2014 
658 Aug 2013 
670 Aug 2012 
615 Aug 2011 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/science/kring/Awards/Shoemaker_Award/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/science/kring/Awards/Shoemaker_Award/
mailto:kring@lpi.usra.edu
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-grants.html
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-grants.html
mailto:martines@si.edu
http://www.geosociety.org/GSA/fieldexp/Field_Forums.aspx
http://www.geosociety.org/GSA/fieldexp/Field_Forums.aspx
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290 Aug 2010 
According to GSA policy, students can join 
their first division at no cost. Having a vibrant 
student membership is wonderful and vital 
for the future, but the immediate trade-off is 
reduced revenue. Recall that the principal 
annual expenditure of our division is our 
general student travel awards. Help us sustain 
a strong division by renewing, asking others 
to join, and volunteering. Thanks for your 
support! 
 
 

Financial summary: As of December 31, 
2017, PGD has an asset balance of $19,745.  
Our revenue was $10,297, consisting of 
$2,152 in division dues and $3,663 in 
donations. GSA 2016 Booth sales, our main 
fundraising mechanism, raised $4,482. 
Expenses during this period were $7,056, 
including in part $1,338 in student awards 
and grants, $4,102 in catering for the annual 
banquet, and $1,485 for conference-related 
expenses.  We look forward to another great 
year in 2018. 
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ANNOUNCING THE 2017 G.K. GILBERT AWARD WINNER 
 

Dr. John A. Grant, Smithsonian Institution 
 

 
 
Previous Gilbert Award Recipients: E. Shoemaker (1983); G. Wetherill (1984); W. Alvarez (1985); R. Baldwin (1986); D. Gault (1987); D. 
Wilhelms (1988); H. Schmitt (1989); H. Masursky (1990); J. Guest (1991); J. Wood (1992); M. Carr (1993); S. R. Taylor (1994); B. Lucchitta, 
1995); R. Sharp (1996); R. Greeley (1997); J. Adams (1998); S. Solomon (1999); L. Soderblom (2000); H. J. Melosh (2001); J. Head (2002); R. 
Phillips (2003), W. Hartmann (2004), L. Wilson (2005), M. Gaffey (2006), M. Zuber (2007), P. Christensen (2008), R. Strom (2009), C. Pieters 
(2010), S. Squyres (2011), P. Schultz (2012), A. Howard (2013), B. McKinnon (2014), M. P. Golombek (2015), M. D. Dyar (2016). 
 

The 2017 G. K. Gilbert awardee is Dr. John A. Grant, Smithsonian Institution.  

“John is a Martian. For his Ph.D. research, he went back to basics through field studies at Meteor 
Crater. While Gene Shoemaker emphasized the crater, John focused on the erosion styles and 
rates of its ejecta, an approach that resolved inconsistencies at the crater and yielded new insights 
for Mars. John then applied ground penetrating radar (GPR) to test his models. As his personal 
‘mule’ dragging the emitter/receiver across both Meteor and Odessa Craters under temperatures 
of 127oF, I can attest to John’s insistence on getting it ‘right.’ He’s since used the GPR around 
the world (e.g., Argentina, Namibia, Yucatan, Egypt, Lake Erie), and over the past 20 years has 
championed its use for subsurface exploration on future planetary rovers.  
 
After surviving as a NASA Program Scientist and Discipline Scientist at NASA Headquarters, John 
continues to serve the planetary community through various high-level advisory boards for future 
Mars missions. G.K. Gilbert would be proud of John’s uncompromising field approach for 
understanding the geologic history of Mars. And I’m quite proud to be the citationist for this 
award, my first Ph.D. student.”               – Prof. Peter H. Schultz 
 
Dr. Grant earned a B. A. in Geology from State University College of New York at Plattsburgh in 
1982, a Masters in Geology from university of Rhode Island, Kingston in 1986, a Ph.D. in Geology 
from Brown University in 1990, and an Honorary Doctorate from State University of New York 
in 2006. 
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We need your help! 

This would be a great time to make a contribution to the Dwornik, Shoemaker, G. K. Gilbert or 
student travel grant funds! Unlike many other charitable donations, your donation to these funds 
will produce positive results you can see for yourself as you encourage and support planetary 
scientists, both current and future. Donations can either be made online 
(https://www.gsafweb.org/donate/) or by mail.  If by mail, please include a check or money order, 
made payable to Planetary Geology Division, GSA. 
 
YES I have enclosed a check as a donation to:  
 
The Dwornik Fund  amount $(________) 
 
The Shoemaker Fund  amount $(________) 
 
The G. K. Gilbert Fund amount $(________) 
 
PGD Student Travel Grants amount $(________) 
 
WHEN MAKING A DONATION, PLEASE INCLUDE THIS DONATION FORM AND PAYMENT CHECK 
IN AN ENVELOPE AND MAIL THEM TO: 
 

The Geological Society of America 
P.O. Box 9140 
Boulder, CO 80301-9140. 
 

 
 
Need more information about PGD?  Check out our website:  
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/index.html 
  

https://www.gsafweb.org/donate/
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/index.html
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2017-2018 Division Officers

 
(Chair) Thomson, Bradley J. 
Research Interests: I am 
interested in understanding the 
nature and timing of the physical 
processes that have shaped the 
surfaces of planetary bodies, 
including impact, aeolian, fluvial, 
lacustrine, and volcanic 
processes. Affiliation: Dept. of 
Earth and Planetary Sciences, 
University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, TN 37996;  
bthom@utk.edu 

 
 

(1st Vice-Chair) Wilson Purdy, 
Sharon A. Research Interests: I 
investigate Mars geology, geo-
morphology, landscape evol-
ution, climate history and 
geologic mapping. Affiliation: 
Center for Earth and Planetary 
Studies, Smithsonian National 
Air and Space Museum, 
Washington, DC 20013;  
purdys@si.edu  

 
 
(2nd Vice-Chair) Martin, Emily 
S. Research Interests: I am 
interested in studying icy 
satellites, tectonics, faults and 
fractures, and geologic mapping. 
Affiliation: Center for Earth and 
Planetary Studies, Smithsonian 
Institution, National Air and 
Space Museum, Washington, DC 
20013; martines@si.edu 

 
 
(Secretary-Treasurer) Needham, 
Debra H. Research Interests: I 
study planetary volcanology and 
lava flow emplacement dyn-
amics, and I work with engineers 
to integrate science in robotic and 
human exploration. Affiliation: 
NASA Marshall Space Flight 
Center, Huntsville, AL, 35805;  
debra.m.hurwitz@nasa.gov 

 

 
(Past-Chair) Wray, James J. 
Research Interests: I am 
interested in studying the 
chemical/ mineralogical 
composition, morphology, and 
stratigraphy of solid surface 
planetary bodies, focusing on 
Mars and icy satellites of Jupiter 
and Saturn. Affiliation: School of 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, 
Atlanta, GA 30332;      
jwray@gatech.edu 

 
 

(Senior Student Advisory 
Member) Favaro, Elena. 
Research Interests: I enjoy 
investigating planetary geo-
morphology, aeolian processes 
and mechanics, analogue field 
investigations, and field work. 
Affiliation: University of 
Calgary, Department of 
Geography, Calgary, AB T2N 
1N4; elena.favaro@ucalgary.ca 

 
 
(Junior Student Advisory 
Member) Crane, Kelsey. 
Research Interests: I investigate 
planetary structural geology, 
terrestrial tectonic histories, and 
structural field work. Affiliation: 
Structural Geology/Geomech-
anics Group, Department of 
Geology, University of Georgia, 
Athens, GA, 30602;  
kelsey.crane@uga.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:bthom@utk.edu
mailto:purdys@si.edu
mailto:martines@si.edu
mailto:debra.m.hurwitz@nasa.gov
mailto:jwray@gatech.edu
mailto:elena.favaro@ucalgary.ca
mailto:kelsey.crane@uga.edu
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