
 1 

 

 

 

PLANETARY 

GEOLOGY 

DIVISION 

NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 

The Planetary Geology Division of the Geological Society of America 
 

 

Volume 35, Number 2 June 2017 

 

In this issue: 

 

Message from the Chair .............................. 1 
In Memorium: Nathan Bridges ................... 3 
The PGD at LPSC  ...................................... 4 

Upcoming 2017 Annual Meeting ................ 4 
2017 Award Recipients ............................... 7 
Call for Applications & Nominations ......... 8 
Upcoming Meetings & Workshops ........... 10 
We need your help! ................................... 11 
2016-2017 Division Officers ..................... 12 
 

Message from the Chair 

 

 

 

 

PGD Chair James 

Wray  from The 

School of Earth and 

Atmospheric Sciences 

at Georgia Institute of 

Technology 

 

Greetings, Planetary Geologists! It has been 

an eventful four months since our last 

newsletter, with both good and bad news to 

report. 

 

In the latter category, so many of us were 

deeply affected by the untimely loss of our 

community member Nathan Bridges. 

Nathan’s ties to PGD extend back to his days 

as a student, when in 1992 he was our 2nd-

ever Dwornik Award winner for “Best Oral 

Presentation at LPSC” (see page 7). I knew 

Nathan for over a decade, as a colleague on 

the HiRISE science team, and then also on 

Mars Science Laboratory (Curiosity); it was 

my privilege to coauthor papers with him on 

both projects. But I will remember Nathan 

primarily as a friend, with whom I hiked over 

aeolian sandstones in Utah and basaltic lava 

flows in Hawaii, while sharing our mutual 

astronaut ambitions. I will miss Nathan. 

Further remembrances of him can be found 

on page 3 of this Newsletter. 
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Meanwhile, while our political situation (at 

least in the US) remains dynamic, there have 

been positive developments for our field. 

Earlier this month, the Consolidated 

Appropriations Act of 2017 was signed into 

law, officially granting NASA’s Planetary 

Science Division its highest budget in over a 

decade. The still-larger preliminary budget 

proposed by the President for Planetary 

Science in FY2018 would be nearly its 

highest inflation-adjusted total ever, second 

only to the Viking/Voyager era’s peak in 

1974; for further analysis, please see: 

http://www.planetary.org/blogs/casey-dreier 

Europa Clipper accounts for much of the 

2017 funding boost, but many other funding 

lines have also seen healthy increases, from 

the Discovery and Mars Exploration 

Programs to the Research and Analysis funds 

for which so many of us propose each year. 

As of this writing, we are still awaiting the 

President’s detailed budget request for 

FY2018, anticipated any day now. While 

much is still uncertain, I personally feel 

cautiously optimistic about the opportunities 

ahead in the next few years of robotic 

planetary exploration. 

 

With this year’s Lunar and Planetary Science 

Conference (LPSC) now behind us (see 

below for a recap), we eagerly look forward 

to our GSA Annual Meeting, this year in 

Seattle. This timely fall meeting in the Pacific 

Northwest promises to attract a large, 

international group of attendees. As I have 

stated previously, it is of utmost importance 

to ensure that all members of our diverse 

scientific community feel welcome to 

participate fully at the meeting. Toward this 

end, I would encourage all members to 

review GSA’s recently adopted Code of 

Conduct for all Society events:  

https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Events/Co

nduct.aspx – this is also linked directly off the 

GSA home page, and further information can 

be found via the “Membership” dropdown 

menu. In addition, please note that abstract 

submission is now open (until August 1st)! 

Have you decided yet what science you will 

present in Seattle? For inspiration (though 

not limitation), check out the many exciting 

proposed topical sessions below. 

 

Until then, it remains my honor to represent 

you this year; if there is anything else that I 

can do to better serve you in this capacity, 

then please don’t hesitate to contact me—or 

any of my fellow officers—using our email 

addresses provided at the end of the 

newsletter. I wish you all the best for a 

healthy and productive summer. 

 

- James Wray, PGD Chair 

 

http://www.planetary.org/blogs/casey-dreier
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Events/Conduct.aspx
https://www.geosociety.org/GSA/Events/Conduct.aspx
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Nathan’s Obituary 

A tribute to Bridges from the Planetary Society 

Nathan’s Memorial Guestbook 
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In Memoriam 

Nathan Bridges 
(1966-2017) 

 

Top and Center: Nathan doing fieldwork in northern Argentina (2013); photos courtesy of Jim Zimbelman. Lower central inset: 

Nathan on swing in Iceland (2015); photo courtesy Sarah Sutton. Lower right inset: Nathan examining aeolian bedforms in Utah 

(2010); photo courtesy Sarah Milkovich. 

 

Many of us are still reeling from the passing of Nathan Bridges, a planetary research 

scientist at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory (APL). Nathan, at 

the age of 50, passed away on April 26, 2017.  Nathan’s incredible passion for his work was 

evidenced by his involvement in myriad investigations and missions. Although we deeply 

mourn the loss of our esteemed colleague and dear friend, Nathan’s enthusiasm for science, 

discovery and his gregarious laugh will always be remembered. 

  

Nathan’s Obituary  

A tribute to Bridges from the Planetary Society 

Nathan’s Memorial Guestbook  

http://civspace.jhuapl.edu/News-and-Events/article.php?num=20170512
http://www.planetary.org/blogs/casey-dreier/2017/0503-a-tribute-to-nathan-bridges.html
http://www.legacy.com/guestbook/DignityMemorial/guestbook.aspx?n=nathan-bridges&pid=185227822
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The PGD at LPSC 

The PGD set up a 

booth at LPSC this 

year to raise 

awareness that one 

of our major 

volunteer tasks is 

coordinating the 

annual Dwornik 

Awards.  We had a 

great time talking 

with members, future members, and students 

who were interested in pursuing internship or 

graduate opportunities. We distributed copies 

of the “student opportunities” list curated on 

our website by your PGD student 

representatives Mathieu Lapotre and Elena 

Favaro, which was really well received.  

 

In addition to giving away mission swag, we 

handed out our very first PGD 

commemorative button! We have a few 

buttons left that will be available at the PGD 

booth in Seattle, WA during the Fall meeting 

of GSA.  For our 2018 button, we are 

reaching out to our talented member base to 

submit designs (see details below). 

 

We plan to make our presence at LPSC a new 

annual tradition, so we would love your 

feedback about the LPSC PGD booth!  

 

 

PGD 2018 Button Design Contest  

Our 2017 commemorative PGD pins were a 

hit at LPSC this year, so we are holding a 

button design contest for the 2018 PGD 

buttons! This is your chance to get creative 

and show us what you think should be on next 

year’s button. Designs must fit in a 1¼” 

diameter button, and legibly have “PGD 

2018” within the design. You can submit 

designs to our secretary/treasurer Emily 

Martin (martines@si.edu). All artwork must 

be original, or used with written permission 

from the artist. Selections will be announced 

prior to LPSC 2018.  

 

  

Upcoming 2017 Annual Meeting

 

The 2017 GSA Annual Meeting will be held 

in Seattle, Washington October 22-25.  The 

abstract submission period is now open and 

closes on August 1st at 11:59 PDT. More 

information can be found here: 

http://community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/sc

ience-careers/sessions/abstracts  

 

We anticipate another busy and exciting GSA 

with a great lineup of Planetary Geology 

topical sessions (listed below). Keep your eye 

on the GSA 2017 home page for more 

information about registration which will be 

open in June:   

http://community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/ho

me  

 

The Planetary Geology Division 

Banquet 

Join us in the South Dining 

Room at Blueacre Seafood 

on Tuesday, October 24th 

at 7:00 pm for our annual 

banquet. Tickets for the 3-course meal can be 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/student-opportunities.html
mailto:martines@si.edu
http://community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/science-careers/sessions/abstracts
http://community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/science-careers/sessions/abstracts
http://community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/home
http://community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/home
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purchased at the time you register for the 

meeting will not be available at the door.  

Student tickets are $40 and Professional 

tickets are $65. The number of student tickets 

is limited—once they are sold out only 

professional tickets will be available. 

Blueacre is located at 1700 7th Ave and is an 

easy 5 minute walk from the Washington 

State Convention Center. 

 

PGD Exhibition Hall Booth 
Our division looks forward to continuing the 

tradition of hosting our booth in the 

Exhibition Hall where we sell planetary-

related gear and have daily meteorite raffles. 

This year we plan to have merchandise 

including t-shirts, new toddler and youth t-

shirts featuring Stuart Robbins’ Pluto design, 

tote bags, as well as spacecraft earrings, 

meteorites and assorted toys.  

 

Staffed by PGD officers throughout the 

conference, the booth constitutes our chief 

fundraising effort for the year and is the 

primary means by which our division pays 

for student travel awards to the annual GSA 

meeting. Providing exemplary students the 

means to present their best work at a national 

conference is a powerful career development 

tool, and we look forward to continuing to 

support their endeavors. Please share any 

feedback you might have about the booth! 

 

Student Travel Grants  

As in recent years, the PGD is offering two 

travel grants to help defray costs for PGD 

student members who are traveling to the 

GSA Annual Meeting to present first-

authored papers. Applicants for student travel 

awards must: 

1. Be first author and presenter of a paper 

that has been submitted to (and accepted 

for presentation at) the GSA Annual 

Meeting. 

2. Be a Student Member of both GSA and 

the Planetary Geology Division. 

3. Be registered for the meeting before 

applying for a travel grant. 

4. Submit a completed Travel Grant 

Application, current CV (2 page max), 

and a short justification (~300-500 

words) for why travel funding is needed. 

Checks will be presented at the meeting, 

following the student’s talk or poster. The 

Application Form and more information are 

available at:  

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-

grants.html Completed application materials 

should be submitted as a single PDF file, due 

Friday, August 18th, 2017, to PGD 2nd 

Vice-Chair Sharon Wilson Purdy 

(purdys@si.edu).  

 

  

Proposed PGD Sponsored Sessions 

at the 2017 Annual GSA Meeting: 

T161. Petrology across the Inner Solar 

System: In Honor of Roebling Medalist Ed 

Stolper. Paul D. Asimow, Harry Y. 

McSween Jr. A special session to honor 

Edward Stolper, 2017 MSA Roebling 

Medalist, welcomes contributions exploring 

the ongoing influence of Ed’s work 

throughout the petrology, geochemistry, and 

volcanology of Earth, Moon, Mars, and 

meteorite parent bodies. Submit an abstract 

to this Session. 

 

T198. Apatite As a Versatile Tool for 

Enabling Planetary Science. Jessica Jane 

Barnes, Francis McCubbin, Jeremy W. 

Boyce. This transdisciplinary session focuses 

on solving geological problems now and in 

the future through investigations of the 

occurrence, chronology, volatile inventories, 

and chemistries of apatite in planetary 

materials (including Earth) and relevant 

petrologic experiments. Submit an abstract to 

this Session. 

 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-grants.html
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/travel-grants.html
mailto:purdys@si.edu
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42601
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42601
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42919
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42919
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T199. Basalt Weathering on Earth and 

Mars. Melissa S. Rice, Leslie L. Baker, 

Michael D. Kraft. This session explores 

basalt weathering processes and products 

under various environmental conditions on 

Earth and Mars. Abstracts are solicited on 

field studies, laboratory simulations, 

geochemical modeling, and/or remote 

sensing observations. Submit an abstract to 

this Session. 

 

T200. Boundary-Related Impact 

Cratering and Volcanism. Philippe Claeys, 

David A. Kring. Emerging studies are fueling 

new debate about the role of impact cratering 

in boundary events, such as the Triassic-

Jurassic, Cretaceous-Tertiary, and 

Paleocene-Eocene, and, simultaneously, the 

role of volcanism or impact-enhanced 

volcanism in boundary intervals. Submit an 

abstract to this Session. 

 

T201. Comparative Analyses of Small 

Body Geology: Dwarf Planets, 

Protoplanets, Asteroids, and Comets. 

Debra L. Buczkowski. We encourage 

abstracts related to geologic, spectroscopic, 

geophysical, and compositional analyses of 

small bodies in the Solar System, including 

comparative studies of more than one body, 

or in-depth studies of a single body. Submit 

an abstract to this Session. 

 

T202. Experimental Planetary Geology: 

Using Laboratory and Other Experiments 

to Advance Our Understanding of Geology 

on Planetary Bodies. Devon M. Burr, 

Danielle Wyrick. This session encompasses 

experimental investigations that focused on 

geologic processes and landforms.  All types 

of experimental work across kinematic, 

temperature, pressure, and chemical 

conditions are encouraged, especially 

investigations into unusual or poorly 

understood phenomena. Submit an abstract 

to this Session. 

 

T203. Exploring Ceres and Vesta: 

Continuing Discoveries of the Dawn 

Mission. Debra L. Buczkowski, Jennifer 

E.C. Scully. We encourage abstract 

submissions related to geologic, 

spectroscopic, compositional, and 

geophysical analyses of Ceres and Vesta. 

Possible topics include analyses of Dawn 

data, telescopic observations, and modeling 

of impact events and/or tectonic activity. 

Submit an abstract to this Session. 

 

T204. Friends of Hoth: Episode II—Bodies 

of the Outer Solar System. D. Alex 

Patthoff, Emily S. Martin. We seek abstracts 

relating to surface, structural, and tectonic 

processes; interior and thermal evolution; 

and planetary analogs as they pertain to solid 

bodies in the outer solar system. This 

includes experimental, observational, and 

theoretical approaches. Submit an abstract to 

this Session. 

 

T205. Impact Cratering: From Fire to 

Ice—Cratering across the Solar System. 

Christian Koeberl, Jeffrey B. Plescia. This 

session focuses on impact cratering 

processes and effects across the solar system. 

We solicit contributions regarding target 

effects, shock processes, geology, melt, 

airbursts, and current cratering-rates. 

Comparisons among different size and 

composition bodies are encouraged. Submit 

an abstract to this Session. 

 

T206. The G.K. Gilbert Award Session. 

James J. Wray, Danielle Wyrick. This session 

will honor the 2017 winner of the Planetary 

Geology Division's G. K. Gilbert Award, 

highlighting recent contributions in the 

awardee's field of research. Submit an 

abstract to this Session. 

 

 

 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43290
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43290
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43181
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43181
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43091
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43091
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43241
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43241
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42767
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43203
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43203
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43095
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43095
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43202
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=43202
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T207. Volcanism and Tectonism across 

the Solar System.  Paul K. Byrne, Christian 

Klimczak. This session solicits abstracts on 

volcanic, tectonic, or volcanotectonic 

landforms and processes on Solar System 

bodies, and encompasses surface geology, 

interior and thermal evolution, and 

comparative planetary studies with 

observational, experimental, or theoretical 

approaches. Submit an abstract to this 

Session. 

 

T237. Comparative Early Evolution of the 

Terrestrial Planets.  Kent C. Condie, 

Charles K. Shearer. This session will focus on 

comparison of the early evolution of the 

crust, mantle, and core of terrestrial planets 

with emphasis on why some planets develop 

plate tectonics and some do not. Submit an 

abstract to this Session. 

 

T239. Geophysics on Ice. Nicholas C. 

Schmerr, Clément Miège. This session will 

showcase recent advances in geophysical 

investigations of Earth’s cryospheric and 

cyrospheric processes. Abstracts will 

summarize geophysical characterization of 

ice sheets, glaciers, ice shelves, and related 

environments from a range 

of different techniques at a variety of scales. 

Submit an abstract to this Session. 

 

T248. Microbialite Textures and Chemical 

Signatures in Continental Settings: 

Forging the Link between the Modern and 

Ancient. Thomas A. Hickson, Julie K. 

Bartley. We seek abstracts that focus on the 

textures (macro- and microscopic) and 

geochemical signatures of microbial activity 

in continental settings. These abstracts 

should clearly forge a strong link between 

ancient rock sequences and modern 

biogeochemical processes. Submit an 

abstract to this Session. 

 

 

  

2017 Award Recipients 

2017 Dwornik Award  
The Dwornik Award was endowed by 

Stephen E. Dwornik in 1991 to encourage 

students in the field of planetary science. The 

Dwornik Award originally acknowledged the 

best oral presentation at both LPSC and GSA, 

with the winners traveling to Washington, 

DC to accept their award.  Due to the 

overwhelming number of planetary-related 

presentations at LPSC relative to GSA, the 

award later became a LPSC-only competition 

but expanded to include honorable mentions 

and poster presentations.  A brief biography 

of Stephen Dwornik’s influential career can 

be found on our Dwornik Award webpage: 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/dwornik.html.   

 

 
From Left to Right: Stephen E. Dwornik, Jon Fink, Rob 

Sullivan, Nathan Bridges. Rob and Nathan were the 1992 

Dwornik Award winners and traveled to DC to visit Capitol 

Hill. Photo from Rob Sullivan. 

Nearly 150 judges at the 48th LPSC worked 

hard to judge another outstanding group of 

entries for the 2017 Dwornik Prize—we 

received 49 entries for the oral presentation 

(45 grads, 4 undergrads) and 76 entries for 

poster presentations (55 grads, 21 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42684
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42684
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42199
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42199
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42960
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42732
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017AM/top/papers/index.cgi?sessionid=42732
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/dwornik.html
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undergrads). The PGD would like to thank all 

of our members who judged students. 

Without your help, we would not be able to 

honor our students! Please remember to sign 

up to judge Dwornik award presentations at 

the 2018 LPSC! 

 
The 2017 Dwornik winners are: 

 

Best Graduate Oral Presentation: R. Terik 

Daly, Brown University, “Projectile 

preservation during oblique hypervelocity 

impacts.”  

 

Honorable Mention—Grad Oral: Kevin M. 

Cannon, Brown University, “Primordial 

clays on Mars formed beneath a steam or 

supercritical atmosphere.” 

 

Graduate Poster: Tess E. Caswell, Brown 

University, “Grain size evolution in icy 

satellites: New experimental constraints.” 

 

Honorable Mention—Grad Poster: Hannah 

H. Kaplan, Brown University, “Reflectance 

spectrosocopy of meteorite insoluble organic 

matter (IOM).” 

 

Undergraduate Oral: Allison M. McGraw, 

University of Arizona, “Do L-chondrites 

come from the Gefion asteroid family?” 

 

Honorable Mention—Undergrad Oral: 

Carol B. Hundal, Wellesley College, 

“Chronology of fresh rayed craters in 

Elysium Planitia, Mars.” 

 

Undergraduate Poster: Emma S. Sosa, 

“Constraining the petrogenesis of the paired 

achondrites GRA 06128/9 through partial 

melting of an oxidized chondrite.” 

 

Honorable Mention—Undergrad Poster: 

Isabel R. King, Harvey Mudd College, 

“Evolution of circular polarization ratio 

(CPR) profiles of kilometer-scale craters on 

the lunar maria.” 

 

2017 Pellas-Ryder Award  

 
The Pellas-Ryder award is given to the 

Planetary Science Best Student Paper 

published during the preceding year. The 

award is jointly given by the Meteoritical 

Society and the Planetary Geology Division 

of the Geological Society of America and 

includes a $500 award from the Meteoritical 

Society and a plaque awarded by the PGD. 

 

This year’s Pellas-Ryder award was jointly 

awarded to Gerrit Budde of Wilhelms-

Universität Münster Germany and James 

Keane of the University of Arizona 

Congratulations!  

 

  
Pellas-Ryder Award winners. Gerrit Budde (Left) and James 

Keane (Right). 

Budde: Tungsten isotopic constraints on the 

age and origin of chondrules in Proceedings 

of the National Academy of Sciences, 113, 

2886-2891. 

 

Keane: Reorientation and faulting of Pluto 

due to volatile loading within Sputnik 

Planitia in Nature, 540(7631), 90-93. 

 

  

Call for Applications & Nominations 

Student Advisory Member: The Planetary 

Geology Division (PGD) of the Geological 

Society of America is soliciting nominations 

for the position of Junior Student Advisor to 
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the PGD. This position is open to all 

interested graduate and undergraduate 

students, offering students an opportunity to 

actively engage with the PGD officers and 

the planetary community in an important role 

on this service committee. Responsibilities 

include participating in regularly scheduled 

PGD telecons, updating the Student 

Opportunities page on the PGD website 

(http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/student-

opportunities.html), helping with the PGD 

booth during the annual meeting, and serving 

as the PGD representative to the GSA 

Student Advisory Council. This is a two-year 

position (second year as Senior Student 

Advisor), and includes a partial travel award 

to attend the annual GSA meeting each year. 

Interested students should send a current CV 

(include college major and advisor) and a 

short justification (~300-500 words) on why 

they would be interested in serving as Student 

Advisor.  

 

Please send completed application materials 

as a single pdf file to PGD 1st Vice-Chair 

Bradley J. Thomson (bthom@utk.edu) by 

June 30, 2017. 

 

Ronald Greeley Award for Distinguished 

Service: All members are encouraged to 

submit nominations for the Ronald Greeley 

Award for Distinguished Service. This award 

was established in 2011 as the PGD 

Distinguished Service Award, and in 2012 

the PGD membership voted to change the 

name to commemorate Ronald Greeley and 

his contributions to the Planetary Geology 

Division. This award may be given to those 

members of the PGD, or those outside of the 

Division and GSA, who have rendered 

exceptional service to the PGD over a multi-

year period. The award is not open to 

currently serving Division officers, but may 

be awarded to past officers who have 

provided exceptional service to the PGD after 

their term on the Management Board has 

ended. Nominations for the award, which 

should include a description of what the 

nominee has given to the PGD community, 

may be made by any PGD member to 1st Vice-

Chair Bradley J. Thomson (bthom@utk.edu) 

prior to June 30, 2017. Approval of the 

award will be by majority vote of the 

Management Board. The award consists of a 

certificate signed by the Chair, and will be 

presented at the Division's Business 

Meeting/Awards Reception at the Annual 

Meeting. bthom@utk.edu) prior to June 30, 

2017. Approval of the award will be by 

majority vote of the Management Board. The 

award consists of a certificate signed by the 

Chair, and will be presented at the Division's 

Business Meeting/Awards Reception at the 

Annual Meeting.  

 

Eugene M. Shoemaker Award: Dr. Carolyn 

Shoemaker established the Eugene M. 

Shoemaker Memorial Fund for Crater 

Studies in memory of her husband in 1998. 

She established this endowment so that 

students will have an opportunity to pursue 

studies of impact craters, which were the 

focus of her husband’s graduate studies and a 

large part of his professional career. Friends, 

scientific colleagues, and companies have 

contributed to the fund (and continue to do 

so) to ensure its success. 

 

The Shoemaker Impact Cratering Award is 

for undergraduate or graduate students, of 

any nationality, working in any country, in 

the disciplines of geology, geophysics, 

geochemistry, astronomy, or biology. The 

award, which will include $2500, is to be 

applied for the study of impact craters, either 

on Earth or on the other solid bodies in the 

solar system. Areas of study may include but 

shall not necessarily be limited to impact 

cratering processes; the bodies (asteroidal or 

cometary) that make the impacts; or the 

geological, chemical, or biological results of 

impact cratering. Applications are due early 

http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/student-opportunities.html
http://rock.geosociety.org/pgd/student-opportunities.html
mailto:bthom@utk.edu
mailto:bthom@utk.edu
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September 2017, and must include a CV, 

research proposal, timeline and budget, and 

two letters of recommendation. For more 

details and to access the online application 

forms, go to: 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/science/kring/Awar

ds/Shoemaker_Award/.   

 

Questions regarding this award should be 

directed to Dr. David Kring, 

(kring@lpi.usra.edu).  The Planetary 

Geology Division officers strongly 

encourage all of our Division members to 

actively recruit promising students to apply 

for this prestigious award. 

  

Upcoming Meetings & Workshops 

 
 

8th Planetary Crater Consortium: The 8th 

Planetary crater Consortium meeting will be 

held August 9-11, 2017, at the US Geological 

Survey in Flagstaff, AZ. The Planetary Crater 

Consortium is open to all planetary scientists 

interested in any aspect of impact cratering 

on solar system bodies, including 

observational, theoretical, experimental, and 

numerical studies. Contributions on 

terrestrial impact crater field studies are 

encouraged, as well as presentations about 

cratering on other solar system bodies. The 

meeting is a combination of contributed talks, 

posters, and open discussion. An optional 

field trip around the rim of Meteor Crater will 

be arranged for Saturday, August 12, if there 

is sufficient interest. Abstract deadline is 

Tuesday, August 1, 2017. For more 

information, see 

www.planetarycraterconsortium.nau.edu/ or 

contact Nadine Barlow 

(Nadine.Barlow@nau.edu). 

 

International Meeting of Sedimentology:  

There will be a session Planetary 

Sedimentology: Mars, Titan, and elsewhere 

at the International Meeting of 

Sedimentology in Toulouse, France, 10-12 

October 2017. Knowledge of the 

sedimentary record on extraterrestrial bodies 

strongly evolved in the last decade. Data 

from numerous missions, both early and 

recent, demonstrate that not only Mars and 

Titan but also Pluto, comets, and asteroids 

have complex sedimentary formations that 

provide evidence of sediment cycling.  This 

session invites contributions on 

extraterrestrial sedimentology based on 

orbital or in situ observations of Mars, Titan, 

or any other extraterrestrial body. We also 

solicit any work on laboratory data, modeling 

and terrestrial analogues that are keys for 

understanding sedimentary processes on 

planetary bodies. 

 

This conference also offers several field trips 

before or after the meeting:  

https://ims2017.sciencesconf.org/resource/p

age/id/33  

The abstract submission deadline is June 

15th, 2017. For more information about the 

meeting please visit: 

https://ims2017.sciencesconf.org

 

 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/science/kring/Awards/Shoemaker_Award/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/science/kring/Awards/Shoemaker_Award/
mailto:kring@lpi.usra.edu
http://www.planetarycraterconsortium.nau.edu/
https://webaccess.si.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=d5lhFAp0VcaHObPKV2K2Q-Ga3SyCb3Rvgn0q_sSL94rOwUiugZnUCA..&URL=mailto%3aNadine.Barlow%40nau.edu
https://ims2017.sciencesconf.org/resource/page/id/33
https://ims2017.sciencesconf.org/resource/page/id/33
https://ims2017.sciencesconf.org/
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We need your help! 

This would be a great time to make a contribution to the Dwornik, Shoemaker, G. K. Gilbert or 

student travel grant funds! Unlike many other charitable donations, your donation to these funds 

will produce positive results you can see for yourself as you encourage and support planetary 

scientists, both current and future. Donations can either be made online 

(https://www.gsafweb.org/donate/) or by mail.  If by mail, please include a check or money order, 

made payable to Planetary Geology Division, GSA. 

 

YES I have enclosed a check as a donation to:  

 
The Dwornik Fund  amount $(________) 

 

The Shoemaker Fund  amount $(________) 

 

The G. K. Gilbert Fund amount $(________) 

 

PGD Student Travel Grants amount $(________) 

 

WHEN MAKING A DONATION, PLEASE INCLUDE THIS DONATION FORM AND PAYMENT CHECK 

IN AN ENVELOPE AND MAIL THEM TO: 

 

The Geological Society of America 

P.O. Box 9140 

Boulder, CO 80301-9140. 

 

 

 

Need more information about PGD?  Check out our website:  

http://geosociety.org/pgd/index.html 

  

https://www.gsafweb.org/donate/
http://geosociety.org/pgd/index.html
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2016-2017 Division Officers

 

 Research 

Interests: chemical/ mineralogical 

composition, morphology, and 

stratigraphy of solid surface 

planetary bodies, focusing on 

Mars and icy satellites of Jupiter 

and Saturn. Affiliation: School of 

Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, 

Georgia Institute of Technology, 

Atlanta, GA 30332; 

     jwray@gatech.edu 

 

 Research Interests: 

understanding the nature and 

chronology of planetary surfaces 

processes, including impact, 

aeolian, fluvial, lacustrine, and 

volcanic processes. Affiliation: 

Dept. of Earth and Planetary 

Sciences, University of 

Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996; 

bthom@utk.edu 

 

Research Interests: 

Mars geology, geomorphology, 

landscape evolution, climate 

history and geologic mapping. 

Affiliation: Center for Earth and 

Planetary Studies, Smithsonian 

National Air and Space Museum, 

Washington, DC 20013; 

purdys@si.edu  

 

 Research Interests: Icy 

satellites, tectonics, faults and 

fractures, geologic mapping. 

Affiliation: Center for Earth and 

Planetary Studies, Smithsonian 

Institution, National Air and Space 

Museum, Washington, DC 20013; 

martines@si.edu 

 

  

Research Interests: structural 

geology, tectonic/ volcanic 

interaction, fluid and gas 

migration through fractured 

reservoirs, analog field 

investigations of Mars. Affiliation: 

Southwest Research Institute, San 

Antonio, TX 78247; 

danielle.wyrick@swri.org 

 

 

Research Interests: planetary 

surface processes, fluid 

mechanics, sediment transport, 

and spectroscopy. Affiliation: 

California Institute of 

Technology, Div. of Geological 

and Planetary Sciences, Pasadena, 

CA 91125; mlapotre@caltech.edu 

 

 

Research Interests: Planetary 

geomorphology, aeolian processes 

and mechanics, analogue field 

investigations, and field work. 

Affiliation: University of Calgary, 

Department of Geography, 

Calgary, AB T2N 1N4; 

elena.favaro@ucalgary.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:jwray@gatech.edu
mailto:bthom@utk.edu
mailto:purdys@si.edu
mailto:martines@si.edu
mailto:danielle.wyrick@swri.org
mailto:mlapotre@caltech.edu
mailto:elena.favaro@ucalgary.ca

