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Message from the Division Chair 
Eric B. Grosfils, 
Pomona College 

Sitting in my office on May 
15th, staring around at the af-
termath from another challeng-
ing and rewarding academic 
year, is a great time to reflect 
on recent accomplishments. 
Classes have been taught, new 

research avenues have been tested, some terrific un-
dergraduate students have been launched into the 
world. It’s a very satisfying time of year for me, and I 
hope many of you find yourselves in similar straits. 

I have chosen education as my profession. Work-
ing with dedicated colleagues interested in exploring 
new ways to strengthen the underpinning for under-
graduate involvement in planetary science was one of 
the main reasons I agreed to run for office in the 
Planetary Geology Division five years ago. During 
my period of service I’ve learned a lot from some 
very talented people and have contributed a bit in 
return, and as an educator I’m more excited than ever 
about where things are heading. Long-lived under-
graduate intern programs like the one run by LPI are 
organizing alumni groups to help sustain and improve 
the visibility of their undergraduate internship expe-
rience, while at the same time undergraduate-focused 
planetary internship opportunities are becoming more 
numerous, both within NASA as well as more 
broadly, via mechanisms like NSF’s REU program. 
Closer to home where this newsletter is concerned, 
GSA HQ is sponsoring and actively supporting 
highly visible planetary outreach activities in associa-
tion with the annual meeting. This last year for in-
stance the Public Forum on Mars, an evening event 
(spun off from a Pardee session) open to the general 
public in Denver, yielded opportunities for kids of all 
ages to deliver their questions about Mars exploration 
to an expert panel of scientists; I’m pretty sure a few 

adults snuck in questions too. The Forum was the 
top-rated “scientific program and professional devel-
opment” event at the conference according to post-
meeting surveys returned by ~1500 people, and in the 
aftermath of the meeting GSA set up a webcast so 
that others could “attend” the Forum as well (see 
http://69.2.232.84/mars/). A similar Pardee-Forum 
pairing is being planned for the coming GSA annual 
meeting in Salt Lake City, this time focused on the 
exciting new results from Cassini.  

As a final example to illustrate why I am so ex-
cited about how undergraduate involvement in plane-
tary science is evolving, consider the terrific Mars 
Student Imaging Project run by ASU. This fall five 
teams of introductory students in a single Physical 
Geology course used JMARS software to target the 
THEMIS camera onboard Mars Odyssey, directing it 
to collect a number of images that the teams could 
use to try and address original research questions 
they had formulated earlier in the semester. Let me 
run that by you again in case you missed it: under-
graduate students taking their first introductory geol-
ogy course can currently participate in a program 
which allows them to target a camera onboard an 
active Mars mission. They weren’t the first under-
graduates to do so, nor will they be the last. Can you 
cite a similar opportunity from your undergraduate 
days? I suspect most of us could not. It seems appro-
priate somehow, in a field dedicated to studying dis-
tant objects in our solar system, to be able to state the 
obvious: we’ve come a long way! 
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As thrilled as I am by the progress I see being 
made promoting undergraduate involvement in plane-
tary science, the Planetary Geology Division of GSA 
is first and foremost a support organization, and there 
are a lot of other issues which require our attention as 
well. This is not a time to rest on laurels or lose sight 
of what is going on outside our specific area of inter-
est. Internal funding barriers are dissolving within 
NASA, an issue of direct importance for nearly all of 
us. The administratively-driven Mars-Moon initiative 
provides us with new opportunities while simultane-
ously placing some parts of our profession in peril, 
certainly a tricky situation. The Mars exploration 
program and timetable are being retooled as I write. I 
could list many other important examples, and so 
could you. Change is often for the better, but it often 
isn’t as well, and in my opinion an extra dose of dili-
gence, communication and active participation is 
required from planetary scientists at present given the 
complexity of the changes in motion. Have you got-
ten involved? Your Planetary Geology Division offi-
cers have done so repeatedly, working actively be-
hind the scenes with GSA to ensure that the Society 
is prepared to support the needs of our community. If 
you know of issues you think we could or should be 
tackling, please be sure to let us know! We’ll do the 
same in return, and we certainly look forward to 
identifying new areas where working together can 
improve the strength of our professional community. 
We’ve traveled a lot of miles together, but there are 
many more to go, so see you ‘round the solar system! 

 
Division Activity at Recent Meetings 

The Planetary Geology Division continued to sus-
tain a high level of activity and visibility at both the 
Fall GSA meeting in Denver and the 36th Lunar and 
Planetary Science Conference in Houston, Texas. At 
the GSA meeting in Denver, the Division sponsored 
or cosponsored two Pardee Keynote Symposia. The 
first was entitled “Seeing Mars With New Eyes: Ac-
tive Missions, Science Results, and Geoscience Edu-
cation”, which was organized and run by Drs. Eric 
Grosfils and Susan Sakimoto. The second “Pre-

Mesozoic Impacts: Their Effect On Ocean Geochem-
istry, Magnetic Polarity, Climate Change, And Or-
ganic Evolution” co-organized with the Paleontology 
Division, was run by Drs. Charles Sandberg, Chris-
tian Koeberl and Jared Morrow. Pardee Keynote 
Symposia, made possible by a grant from the Joseph 
T. Pardee Memorial Fund, are special events of broad 
interest to the geoscience community. Competitively 
selected, they represent hot-issue topics on the lead-
ing edge in a scientific discipline or area of public 
policy, address broad fundamental issues, and are 
interdisciplinary. In addition to the Pardee Symposia, 
the Division sponsored several Topical sessions. 

At the Denver Annual meeting, the Planetary Ge-
ology Division organized and ran two completely 
new, and very successful, events. The first, organized 
by Drs. Mary Chapman and Mike Kelley, was a 
Planetary and Space Art Exhibit. Paintings, textural 
art, photography, and electronic art by Bill Hartmann, 
Dan Durda, Leonard Wikburg, Ulrike Arnold, Mi-
chael Carrol, and others was displayed at the Colo-
rado Convention Center, and entry was only $2 per 
person, all of which was donated to the Planetary 
Division. The second event we ran was a GSA Public 
Forum titled “The Latest (Red) Dirt from the Mission 
Makers.” This free event, held on Tuesday night and 
linked to the Mars Pardee session held the earlier that 
day discussed the new findings from the five space-
craft currently exploring Mars. It was a non-technical 
overview of current Mars exploration and featured 
panelists Dan McCleese and Jeff Plaut (Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory), Mike Malin (Malin Space Science 
Systems), Phil Christensen (Arizona State Univer-
sity), and Steve Squyres (Cornell University). We 
would like to thank our panel members for so gener-
ously donating their time and enthusiasm for this 
event. The Mars Public Forum was a tremendous 
success, with an estimated 650 people of all ages in 
attendance. It was so successful that GSA has asked 
us to organize another Public Forum for this Fall’s 
Annual GSA meeting in Salt Lake City, which will 
be focused on the Cassini Mission. Funding for the 
Public Forum is provided by GSA’s corporate spon-
sor, Subaru.  
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The Planetary Geology Division booth also con-
tinued to serve as a focal point for Division fund-
raising and outreach activities; we accepted donations 
for our student programs in return for T-shirts and 
space-related toys.  As one of our fundraising efforts 
we auctioned off three meteorites, generously do-
nated to us by Eric Twelker of The Meteorite Market 
(http://www.alaska.net/~meteor/mmhome.htm), an 
event which proved to be a very popular and one we 
hope to continue at future meetings. Finally, at the 
annual Business Meeting, the 2004 G.K. Gilbert 
Award was given to Dr. William Hartmann of the 
Planetary Science Institute, the citationist for whom 
was Dr. Hap McSween.  

The judging panel at the 36th LPSC saw another 
crop of outstanding entries for the 2005 Dwornik 
Prize —many thanks to the all the students who com-
peted and to the volunteers who assisted with the 
judging! 

Congratulations to our 
2005 DWORNIK  
PRIZE WINNERS 

Sarah M. Milkovich 
Brown University 

Stratigraphic Analysis of the North Polar 
Cap of Mars: Recent Climate History 

(poster) 

Jeff C. Hanna 
Washington University 

Tectonic Pressurization of Aquifers in the 
Formation of Mangala and Athabasca 

Valles on Mars (oral) 

Honorable Mentions 

Oleg Abramov 
University of Arizona 

Impact-induced Hydrothermal Activity on 
Early Mars (oral) 

Noah E. Petro 
Brown University 

The Lunar-wide Effects of the Formation of 
Basins on the Megaregolith (oral) 

 

Finances and Membership 
The Division's finances remain healthy, and we 

hope they will continue to improve as we stay fo-
cused on reducing costs and raising funds. Our larg-
est single yearly cost continues to be the Division’s 
annual business meeting at the national GSA meet-
ing, and we will continue to search for ways to re-
duce this expense. The financial activity of our Divi-
sion over the past year can be summarized as follows:  

Revenue Sources  
Division Dues Income $1,151.02 
Contributions $460.00 
Misc. Income $2,009.75 
Total Revenue $3,620.77 
Expenses  
Advertise, Marketing, Promotion  $209.18 
Postage, Shipping, Freight $25.90 
Printing (Newsletters, Labels) $32.80 
Awards, Purchased $189.67 
Travel, Lodging, Subsistence $246.03 
Misc. Expenses $7.98 
Total Expenses $711.56 
Net Income/Loss $2,909.21 
Net Assets  
Deferred Dues Income $1,667.98 
Net Assets, Beginning of Year $5,899.96 
Net Income/Loss, current year $2,909.21 
Unrestricted Net Assets, YTD $10,477.15 

Membership: As of the end of June 2004, the 
Division has 465 members, up from 464 last year 
(whoever you are: thank you!). We hope to reach 500 
members by next year. Please encourage your col-
leagues to keep their Division memberships active, 
and remember that GSA accepts new membership 
applications online at the GSA website, 
http://www.geosociety.org. 

 

New PGD  
Website 

http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/pgdgsa/ 

Our new website, created by Past 
Chair Mike Kelley, is now up and run-
ning. You will find information there on 
awards, meetings, activities, events, 
newsletters and officers. If there is any-
thing we missed that you think should 
be included, please send your ideas to 
one of the Division officers.  



Call for Applications and  
Nominations 

G.K. Gilbert Award: All members are 
strongly encouraged to submit nominations for 
the G. K. Gilbert Award. This is the Division’s 
highest award, presented annually for outstand-
ing contributions to the solution of fundamental 
problems in planetary geology in the broadest 
sense. Nominations (which include a letter de-
tailing the accomplishments of the nominee) 
should be submitted by September 15th 2005 
directly to Past Chair Mike Kelley, who can be 
contacted at mkelley@georgiasouthern.edu. 

Dwornik Award: The Dwornik fund is cur-
rently self-sustaining, but we hope the fund will 
continue to grow and provide new opportunities, 
and thus encourage your donations. In addition, 
anyone interested in serving as a judge for the 
Dwornik competition at next year’s LPSC 
should please contact the Division’s 2nd Vice-
Chair to volunteer. In response to numerous re-
quests, we will shortly be making the Dwornik 
Guidelines for judges available on the Planetary 
Geology Division website. Past winners will be 
posted there also. 

Eugene M. Shoemaker Award: The Eugene 
M. Shoemaker Memorial Fund for Crater Stud-
ies was established by Dr. Carolyn Shoemaker 
in memory of her husband in 1998. She estab-
lished the endowment so that students will have 
an opportunity to pursue studies of impact cra-
ters, which were the focus of her husband's 
graduate student studies and a large part of his 
professional career. Friends, scientific col-
leagues, and companies have contributed to (and 
continue to contribute to) the fund to ensure its 
success. The Shoemaker fund is currently self-
sustaining, but we welcome your donations. As a 
reminder, the deadline for this year’s award will 
be September 1, 2005. For more details and on-
line application forms, please go to the Shoe-
maker Award webpage at: 
http://www.lpl.arizona.edu/Shoemaker_Award/ 

Pellas-Ryder Award: This award, offered 
jointly with the Meteoritical Society, is an op-
portunity for student first authors publishing 
their work in English to receive recognition for 
outstanding scientific achievement. For details, 

or to nominate papers published in 2005, contact 
Division Chair Eric Grosfils. The deadline for 
nominations will be January 2006. 

 

GSA 2005 Planetary Geology Division Of-
ficers 

Chair: Eric Grosfils, Geology Dept., Pomona 
College, 609 N. College Ave., Claremont, CA 91711, 
egrosfils@pomona.edu. 

1st Vice-Chair: Tom Watters, Center for Earth 
and Planetary Studies, National Air and Space Mu-
seum, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 
20560-0315, trwatters@nasm.si.edu. 

2nd Vice-Chair: R. Aileen Yingst, Natural and 
Applied Sciences, University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay, Dept. Natural and Applied Sciences, Green Bay, 
WI 54311; yingsta@uwgb.edu. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Louise Prockter, Applied 
Physics Laboratory, MP3-E178, 11100 Johns Hop-
kins Road, Laurel, MD 20723, 
Louise.Prockter@jhuapl.edu. 

 

Call for donations 
The annual GSA meeting is coming fast, and we 

are preparing the Planetary Geology Division Booth. 
This is one of the primary fundraisers of our year, but 
we depend on you for support.  We are looking for 
donations of the following items, to be used to raise 
funds for our student awards: 

- New posters 

- Press kits, images or models from current 
or past missions 

- New books (if you are a planetary author 
and would like to do a signing at our booth, we 
would be delighted to accommodate you!) 

- New or rare globes 

- New space-related photos or artwork 

- New space-related toys and gifts 

- High quality meteorite and mineral speci-
mens 

If you think you might be able to help with any of 
the above (or if you plan to attend the meeting and 
would be willing to help staff the PGD booth for a 
couple of hours) please contact Secretary/Treasurer 
Louise Prockter on 240-228-6769 or email her at 
Louise.Prockter@jhuapl.edu, and earn our everlast-
ing gratitude! 



 

2005 Annual Meeting,  
Salt Lake City, UT 
16 - 19 October 2005 

The Planetary Geology Division will once again sponsor a 
Pardee Symposium and several Topical Sessions at this Fall’s An-
nual Meeting in Salt Lake City. Complete details can be found at 
http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2005/. We are sponsoring one 
Pardee Symposium this year and we encourage all our members to 
contribute abstracts for our Topical and General sessions. 

 

ABSTRACT DEADLINE: JULY 12TH 2005 

Pardee Keynote Symposium  
(Invited Papers) 

P6. The Return to Saturn: Results from Cassini-Huygens 
Conveners: Thomas R. Watters, Louise Prockter. 

Twenty-three years after the last robotic probe encountered Saturn, the Cassini-Huygens mission is returning un-
precedented views of the gas giant, its rings, and its moons. The session will present the latest results from this in-
ternational mission of science and exploration. 

Topical Sessions 
(Invited and Volunteered Papers) 

72. Sedimentology Goes to Mars 
(Joint with GSA Sedimentary Geology Division) 
Conveners: R. Aileen Yingst, Kenneth Edgett. 

Like Earth, Mars has a sedimentary record, one that continues today. This session will review and explore the 
state of Martian sedimentology revealed by recent missions and the science to be addressed by future missions. 

105. Let's Rock Their World: Integrating Planetary Science Data into Undergraduate Geoscience 
Courses 
(Joint with GSA Geoscience Education Division; On the Cutting Edge; National Association of Geoscience Teachers) 
Conveners: Eric B. Grosfils, Barbara Tewksbury 

This session will present examples of innovative ideas for effectively integrating planetary science data into a 
variety of types of undergraduate geology courses at both the introductory and upper level. 

123. Mars Analogue Research and Instrument Field Testing 
Conveners: John C. Armstrong, Luther Beegle, R. Glenn Sellar 

This session will bring together those working with Mars analogue environments and remote sensing of terres-
trial environments related to Mars with researchers performing new pre-flight instrument field tests. 

124. The Lunar Exploration Initiative: Current Science Knowledge and Future Exploration 
Conveners: Ben Bussey, R. Aileen Yingst 

This session will discuss opportunities afforded by the President's Lunar Exploration Initiative, the current state 
of lunar science, types of data to be acquired and how these will add to our understanding of the Moon 

 


