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Message from the Chair 
 
Greetings MGPV Members! 
 
Last year we celebrated the 125th anniversary of the 
GSA with a special meeting in Denver, Colorado. It 
turned out to be the largest meeting yet with more 
than 7000 in attendance. Participation by our 
disciplines was one of the highest in years, with the 
division sponsoring more than 60 sessions. In 
addition, Gerhard Wörner accepted the MGPV’s 
Distinguished Career Award at the Division’s 
reception. I heard many positive comments about the 
strength of the program and I hope that you will be 
able to contribute to this year’s GSA meeting as well. 

The fall meeting will be held in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, from 19-22 October 2014. A wide variety of 

sessions, symposia, and field trips should offer great venues for you to present your 
latest research and catch up on what else is going on in the field. Thanks to all of you 
who made proposals for sessions at the meeting - we are sponsoring ~40 sessions. 
One of the highlights will be a session on Magmas and Their Sources convened to 
honor Frederick A. Frey of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He is the 
recipient of this year’s Distinguished Career Award from the MGPV Division. 

Currently, we have about 2300 members, some of which still need to renew their 2014 
memberships. This makes us one of the largest special interest divisions of GSA, even 
though we are only five years old. The size of the division testifies to the importance of 
these disciplines to the Geological Society of America. Please encourage your 
colleagues and students to become members as well. We expect some changes in 
division membership this year, because students can now join one division with free 
membership. 

We are always looking for volunteers to help us out with our ongoing activities. We 
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especially need people to work on the various award committees to help identify those 
qualified for student and professional awards. This year we have two new awards (the 
Early Career Award and Student Travel Grant Program), additional Student Research 
Awards, as well as the Distinguished Career Award. You can read more about these in 
the newsletter. Please let me know if you would like to serve and we’ll try to put you to 
work. Finally, please nominate your colleagues for one of these awards or for fellowship 
in GSA (http://www.geosociety.org/members/fellow.htm). 

In the GSA publication department, open access issues will finally be addressed in the 
coming year. I’d love to hear from you about your views on this important issue and 
suggestions that we can bring forward at Division Chair Meetings in March. Of course, 
the critical question is “How do we pay for this important function?”  

Other things that are afoot at GSA include the appointment of a student from each 
division to an advisory council and a move to sign a memo of understanding with the 
European Geophysical Union, which would allow us to work on joint conferences or 
sessions at meetings. 

All in all, great things are happening at GSA and within the division. Thanks for all of 
your help. I hope to see many of you at the Vancouver GSA meeting. 

Eric H. Christiansen, Division Chair (2014) 
 
 
Call for Award Nominations  Nominations Deadline: 15 July 2014 
 
MGPV Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award 
 
The MGPV Distinguished Geologic Career Award will go to an individual who, 
throughout his/her career, has made distinguished contributions in one or more of the 
following fields of research: mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, volcanology, with 
emphasis on multidisciplinary, field-based contributions. This award emphasizes a 
geologic and multidisciplinary approach (as is appropriate for GSA).  Geologic work is 
by nature general and has an important field component, with Earth as the natural 
laboratory.  Nominees need not be citizens or residents of the United States, and 
membership in the Geological Society of America is not required. The award will not be 
given posthumously. 
 
The Award:  Consists of Fellowship in GSA, a wall plaque and a $1,000 cash award. 
The Award will be presented at the Division reception at the 2015 Annual Meeting of the 
Geological Society of America, with a brief (10 minute) citation from the nominator, 
followed by a brief (5 minute) acceptance speech by the awardee. 
 
(new!) MGPV Division Early Career Award 
 
The MGPV award will go to an individual near the beginning of his/her professional 
career who has made distinguished contributions in one or more of the following fields 
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of research: mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, volcanology, with emphasis on 
multidisciplinary, field-based contributions. This is a new award that was generously 
endowed by the estate of James B. Thompson Jr., who believed in the importance to 
geology of understanding minerals - both their internal characteristics, and their external 
"social lives" (his term for their relations with each other).  This award emphasizes a 
geologic and multidisciplinary approach. Geologic work is by nature generalistic and has 
an important field component, with Earth as the natural laboratory.  J. B. Thompson’s 
work, regardless of subject, was always based on solid field observations.  In his 
acceptance speech for the Day Medal in 1964 he said, “True success in the laboratory 
should stimulate field investigations rather than discourage them.  It would be 
embarrassing indeed if we were to construct an internally consistent geology, 
chemically and physically sound, perfect in fact but for one flaw: the lack of a planet to 
fit it.” 
 
Nominations are restricted to those who are within eight years of the award of their final 
degree. For example, awards decided before 31 December 2014 will include all 
candidates whose final degree was awarded no earlier than 1 January 2007.  
Extensions of up to two years will be made for nominees who have taken career breaks 
for family reasons or caused by serious illness.  Nominees need not be citizens or 
residents of the United States, and membership in the Geological Society of America is 
not a requirement.  The award will not be given posthumously. 
 
The Award:  Consists of a wall plaque and a $1,000 cash award. The Award will be 
presented at the Division reception at the 2015 Annual Meeting of the Geological 
Society of America, with a brief (10 minute) citation from the nominator, followed by a 
brief (5 minute) acceptance speech by the awardee. 
 
Nomination Procedure for either award 
 
Nominations will be from the Division membership at large, and should consist of: 

(1) A letter from an MGPV Division member, no longer than 3 pages, summarizing 
the nominee's most important accomplishments in geologic approaches to 
mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, and/or volcanology. Special attention should 
be paid to describing how the nominee’s published work demonstrates field-based 
multidisciplinary geologic accomplishments of a groundbreaking nature. The letter 
should include the name, address, and contact information of the nominator as well 
as those from whom letters of support can be expected. 
(2) Curriculum Vitae of the nominee. 
(3) Three letters of support. These letters of support may be submitted by anyone, 
i.e. membership of GSA or the MGPV Division is not required. 

Nominations should be forwarded to the Division Secretary-Treasurer, J. Alex Speer at: 
jaspeer@minsocam.org 
 
Dossiers of nominees who did not receive the award in any given year will be retained 
and considered for two succeeding years (as long as the eight-year time limit continues 
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to be met); thus, nominations are active for a total of three years even if not updated or 
re-submitted. Updated information or resubmitted nominations for such candidates may 
be sent to the Division Secretary-Treasurer during subsequent calls for award 
nominations for consideration beyond that time. 
 
 
2013 MGPV Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award to 

Gerhard Wörner: Citation and Acceptance 
 

Citation:  By Russell S. Harmon 
 

The recipient of the Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology Division 
Distinguished Geological Career Award is Professor Gerhard Wörner, Director of the 
Department of Geochemistry of the Geosciences Center in the George August 
University in Göttingen, Germany. This honor is richly deserved as Gerd, more than 
anyone else I know practicing in the profession today, has put into practice the all of 
criteria for this award. Not only has he made important contributions in each of the 
research fields of the Division - mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, and volcanology, 
the very broad and sophisticated analytical approaches that he has employed to 
address specific questions of geologic importance have always been based on a 
multidisciplinary, field-based foundation in which the problem under consideration is 
cast in the framework of the Earth as a natural laboratory. Back in 1986, Gerd joined our 
NSF project to study the effects of thickened continental crust on the subduction zone 
magmatism of the Central Andes. I quickly learned that he has the particular knack of 
‘reading the rocks’ – the essential talent for a field geologist, and his approach to any 
geological problem or project is to quickly develop a working conceptual model that is 
then tested by rigorous fieldwork, evaluated from the perspective of all available 
geological information, and examined through the lenses of geochemical and isotopic 
analysis. This was demonstrated to me again over the past decade in the more 
challenging environment of the vegetation-covered humid tropics when Gerd joined an 
effort to map and understand the arc magmatism of central Panama. 

 
Gerd received his geological training in Germany, studying with two of the most 

eminent earth scientists of the country – petrologist Werner Schreyer and volcanologist 
Hans Ulrich Schmincke. From 1979 to 1980, as recipient of a scholarship from the 
Study Foundation of the German People, he studied in the United States with the 
USGS, briefly visiting MIT and the Lamont Doherty Geological Observatory. He was 
working with the USGS volcanology group at Mt. St. Helens at the time of the May 18 
eruption in1980. Following his PhD on the Laacher See magma chamber, Gerd 
received post-doctoral fellowships from the Heinrich Hertz Foundation and later the 
German Science Foundation that provided the opportunity to learn radiogenic isotope 
geochemistry with Alan Zindler at Lamont. In between, as a researcher at Bochum 
University, Gerd was responsible for the German Science Foundation ‘Mt. Melbourne 
Project’, during which he led a small field party that mapped and subsequently 
undertook a mineralogical, petrological, and geochemical study of the Mt. Melbourne 
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Volcanic Field in North Victoria Land, Antarctica. Following a faculty appointment at the 
University of Mainz, Gerd was selected in 1993 to be the Professor of Geochemistry 
and Director of the Geochemistry Institute of the Georg-August University of Göttingen, 
a position previously held by V. M. Goldschmidt and K.-H. Wedepohl amongst others. 
Gerd’s research has been honoured with the V.M. Goldschmidt Prize of the German 
Mineralogical Society in 1988, the Albert Maucher Prize of the German Science 
Foundation in 1989, the Leibniz Prize of the German Science Foundation in 1997 - 
which is the highest science award in Germany, and induction as a member of the 
Academy of Sciences of Göttingen in 2006. 

 
Over the course of his career, Gerd’s research has focused on physical volcanology; 

magmatism in continental rifts and at convergent plate boundaries in the Andes, Central 
America, and Kamchatka; the evolution of magmatic systems - from the crystal to the 
orogenic scale; and the interaction between tectonic and magmatic processes in 
orogenic belts. This breadth of Gerd’s research is demonstrated in the diverse set of his 
current research projects, which include studies of the time-space variation in magma 
composition during the evolution of magmas in convergent plate margin settings; the 
interplay between tectonics, climate, geomorphology, and magmatism in the Central 
Andes; and trace element and parent-daughter isotope fractionation during ultra-high 
pressure metamorphic dehydration.  

 
But, it has been the High Andes of South America that has been Gerd’s primary field 

area and geological laboratory for most of the last 30 years, resulting in more than 35 
published papers on Andean volcanology, geology, geomorphology and climatology, 
and it is this body of research which forms the foundation for this well-deserved award. 
Congratulations Gerd!  

 
As a footnote, it also must be said that Gerd is simply an all-out “nice guy”. He is 

truly collaborative at all levels. He is also supportive and generous with his time, 
particularly with young researchers, and his contribution to mentoring the next 
generation of earth scientists should not be overlooked. 

 
 

Acceptance: By Gerhard Wörner 
 
This award came as a complete surprise and the citation leaves 
me totally flattered. Being surrounded by many colleagues and 
friends that would have equally deserved such distinction is a 
humbling experience and makes you ask: How did I get here, what 
could it be to have been considered for such merit, and who 
helped you to become what you are? 
 
Russ mentioned that the Central Andes and the Atacama Desert 
are my favourite geological playgrounds. He is right, and he is also 
the person whom I owe everything to have been invited and introduced to this 
marvellous place of geological wonders. 
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When I do field work in the Central Andes, climbing and sampling volcanic rocks 
sometimes close to 6000 meters, crossing rivers down in some of the deepest canyons 
in the world, supported only by a rope, to sample Tertiary sediments for their 
provenance, or taking sections through Miocene lake sediments to understand the 
interplay of uplift and volcanism I still feel like the little boy that I was in small-town 
Germany. My parents allowed me to explore the forests and mountains before I was 
even able to ride a bicycle, I could not have been older than six years. Yet, my forested 
and pastured playground at that time was already some 25 km2 in size. Today, counting 
just the Central Andes, this playground has increased significantly to something like 
200.000 km2. Apparently, I have made some progress. The first time, however, I got to 
see some real rocks was during summer holidays in the Alps with my parents when I 
was seven. The car returned home filled with my first samples, against my fathers 
concerns not to overload the vehicle but secretly allowed to be placed below the seats 
by my mother. So I started my rock collection, which also has grown significantly over 
the years. 
 
This early interest, much supported by my parents, resulted in my choice to study 
mineralogy. This is a major that until a decade ago has been kept well separate from 
the geology curriculum in German university education, a separation that I never 
understood and later tried helping to overcome. 
 
Hans-Ulrich Schmincke became my PhD supervisor in Bochum and that choice has put 
me on a track towards field-based volcanology and igneous petrology that I still follow 
today.  Hans supported me in many ways and I can still feel the momentum that I 
gained from him. The study of Laacher See volcano that Hans Ulrich offered me to do 
as a PhD project turned out to be an important step into the scientific arena for me. At 
the time, research in zoned magma systems was a hot topic and I found myself and my 
work in the middle of a lot of attention. This I realized during my first visit to the US in 
1979/1980 working at the USGS with Tom Wright. There I met and was very impressed 
by Bob Smith and it was when he got all excited about my first PhD results on chemical 
zonation that I realized that I was after something really interesting. 
 
As in real life and in any career, chance and fortune is a decisive factor, but these early 
advisors and many others, from which I learned my trade, have put me in the position to 
take chances and to benefit from fortune. 
 
One of these chance moments came an evening over beers near the Laacher See 
Volcano with Russ Harmon. I had been on a petrological study of volcanism around Mt. 
Melbourne volcano in Antarctica and I had told him that this had been one of my 
dreams. “So, what’s your new dream?”, he asked.  “To go to the Central Andes and 
study volcanoes there”, I replied. Next thing was that he invited me to join field work the 
following year. I had no idea that he was involved with Mike Dungan, Stephen Moorbath 
and others in the Andes nor did I realize what promise this offer would hold for my 
further career. We started with reconstructing the history and magma evolution of 
Andean volcanoes at Parinacota volcano, the project initiated by Russ and Mike. With 
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Jon Davidson I did much of the high altitude work. He was a postdoc like myself and we 
shared our enthusiasm to study volcano history and the evolution of magmatism 
through time and space. Our view to explore magmatic processes on all temporal and 
spatial scales, from an orogenic perspective to the history of individual phenocryst 
zonations was developed at that time. Obviously, I owe him greatly for his 
companionship and petrological and geochemical insights. It is therefore particularly sad 
that he cannot be here with us today. 
  
It became obvious very early, that the thickening of the Andean crust through time and 
its compositional variation through space had a major impact on the evolution and 
composition of Andean magmas. Isotopic data were instrumental in constraining 
assimilation and here Steve Moorbath has played an important role in the early days. 
 
Living and working in such a field area for many weeks at a time, and almost every 
year, since this first field campaign in 1986, gives you a unique perspective on how the 
Earth works. That is also why I then invited many other colleagues and friends myself to 
join me in later years. Every year, we would return with students to the area, equipped 
with more insights from our laboratory results on composition, origin and evolution of the 
magmas, more radiometric ages, and more ideas what to investigate next. This 
combination of a fascinating field area, many excellent colleagues and quite a number 
of good students was the ferment from which I could extract more and more insights 
about the geological evolution of the Andes and how magmatism interacted with crustal 
evolution. A major “milestone” was reached with Mirian Mamani’s thesis, published in 
2008 and 2010 and our Andean Data Base that gives an easy, map-based access to 
the compiled data, and which can be found on our website (http://andes.gzg.geo.uni-
goettingen.de/). 
 
Trying to understand the magmatic evolution in the Andes you cannot help start looking 
into the history of crustal thickening, tectonic uplift, valley incision and the record of 
orogenic uplift and denudation that can be found in lake sediments and the hundreds of 
meters of conglomerates on the western Andean margin. On the other hand, small-
scale chemical zonation in phenocrysts caught my attention in order to understand the 
architecture and history of magmatic systems and the processes occurring just prior to 
eruption. Through this we also hope to address the question of what causes the 
changing magmatic regimes in Andean volcanoes. Catherine Ginibre was the PhD 
student that opened this avenue of study for us that was later extended significantly by 
John Hora, a joint PhD with Brad Singer, with U-series dating on Parinacota. 
 
On all these and other aspects I was privileged to collaborate with many colleagues, 
including the late Leo Lopez-Escobar, who was always so cheerful in the field, Brad 
Singer and Brian Jicha for excellent Ar-Ar dating, Alan Zindler and Bernard Bourdon for 
getting started with U-series isotope analyses, Hartmut Seyfried, Reinhard Gaupp, 
Hilmar von Eynatten, and Thierry Sempere to understand the sedimentary archives of 
uplift and stratigraphic context of magmatism. Jean Claude Thouret introduced me to 
southern Peru, thus increasing my playground significantly. He was a strong partner in 
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reconstructing the valley history of the deepest canyons of the world through volcanic 
stratigraphy in the context of geomorphological evolution. 
 
I have had many good students and I am happy to see them and take off in different 
directions, ask new scientific questions, apply more sophisticated analytical tools, and 
thus helping me to learn more about my favourite field area.  Phillip, to name just one 
example, is now carving out a career and has even kept working in the Andes. John 
Hora is the present post doc in my group, still working on Parinacota. He is producing 
new and exciting ideas and insights into its evolution. It seems that I can’t stop loving 
this volcano.  Now, a new PhD student is applying state-of-the art remote sensing tools 
to trace out ignimbrites and alteration zones in the Andes, all in GIS. Another is digging 
into the P-T evolution of Andean magmas as the crustal thickness increased with time. 
It is actually a surprisingly pleasant experience to see your students and postdocs do 
something that you couldn't possibly do yourself. My benefit is to learn more about my 
favourite field area the easy way. 
 
But we haven’t finished yet, and this gives me an excuse to return to northern Chile and 
Southern Peru as often as I possibly can. 
 
Learning more is what it is all about. One day, after already 20 years of study, I found 
myself after a few days of field mapping standing alone on a high cliff. I had a view past 
the Coastal Cordillera to the Pacific Ocean some 3000 m below and the High Cordillera 
with its volcanoes peaking 6000 m behind. This is the best place musing about the past 
25 Million years that had shaped this magnificent landscape and its geological history. 
What great a fortune I have had to stand there, to study and understand it well with all 
its details and facets. This is also a place to which I take my students to share this 
unique experience. 
 
It is a great privilege to be a geologist and to have supportive colleagues, good students 
and the analytical means to investigate rocks and minerals (all funded by tax payer’s 
money) and to study the evolution of our Earth. All of this is so much fun, adventurous 
and greatly satisfying, and therefore the honour of this award comes as a very thick 
icing on that wonderful cake. The award leaves me humbled and grateful to my 
teachers, colleagues, students, and friends that have supported me so much over all 
these years.  
 
 
2014 MGPV Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award to 
Frederick A. Frey 
 
The MGPV Division is pleased to announce that Frederick A. Frey, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Department of Earth, 
Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences, Cambridge, MA 02139, 
United States is the 2014 Distinguished Geologic Career Awardee. 
The award will be presented during the 2014 GSA Annual 
Meeting, Vancouver, BC, Canada. 
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Dr. Frey is cited for remarkable and pioneering career in analytical geochemistry and 
trace element modeling of geologic phenomena, and his appreciation of field 
observation and particularly the geologic context in interpreting magmatic processes. 
 
Fred Frey's early career centered on the use of neutron activation methods for the 
analysis of rare earth elements (REE) in rocks.  This led to numerous seminal papers 
on the contents of REE and the significance of REE patterns in basaltic rocks, tektites 
and ultramafic rocks. This work resulted in an early understanding of the LREE-depleted 
signature of mid-ocean-ridge basalts that came to be known as MORB's, and the 
significance of that signature for the geochemical evolution.  Understanding the 
petrogenesis of ocean-ridge basalts as a source of information on the Earth’s upper 
depleted mantle has been one of Fred’s major and continuing goals and much of Dr. 
Frey’s work has centered on mantle plumes and plume related volcanism – Hawaii, 
Keguelen, the Ninety East Ridge, and Iceland 
 
Although initially trained as a chemical engineer and physical chemist, Dr. Frey realized 
very early in his career that if he was to understand the earth’s mantle, and melting 
processes within it, he needed two approaches: first, to study mantle rocks and mantle-
derived, magmas, within different tectonic environments; secondly, to integrate 
geochemistry with field and volcanological studies, with petrology and mineralogy, and 
with isotopic analyses.   
 
Fred Frey's work on ultramafic rocks represented a great analytical challenge, 
performing rare earth element analysis using both instrumental and radiochemical 
neutron activation techniques.  One of the earliest discoveries of this work was the 
widespread evidence for metasomatism of mantle rocks, and the resulting mystery of 
the origin of metasomatic fluids or melts and how they interacted with mantle minerals.  
 
Fred's interest in continental arc rocks, specifically subduction zone-related magmatism 
in the South American Andes, addressed questions he conceived by combining field 
observations and geologic context: what is the geochemical influence of along-strike 
changes in various geologic parameters?, cross-strike changes?, the influence of thick 
versus thin continental crust?, differing eruptive styles?, and edifice sizes?  The studies 
there resulted importantly in a greater understanding of the relative roles of the 
subduction zone mantle wedge and continental crust in the generation of magmas along 
the southern Andean volcanic chain and in the back-arc environment. 
 
 
MGPV at Vancouver GSA 2014 
 
• Technical Sessions.  There is a session proposed in honor of the MGPV 2014 
awardee, “Magmas and Their Sources” convened to honor Frederick A. Frey of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2014 MGPV Distinguished Geologic Career 
Awardee”. 
 • Technical Sessions. MGPV and its Participating Societies are sponsoring over 40 
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other session proposals.  The Division hopes makes for a strong presence at the GSA 
Annual Meeting in Vancouver (19-22 October 2014).  Do your part and submit an 
abstract to the session of your choice.  Abstract Deadline: 29 July 2014 
 
Make sure your abstract is placed where you want it!  Division officers are part of the 
committee that decides into which sessions abstracts are placed.  If you want GSA to 
consider if your abstract should be grouped with other talks on similar MGPV topics, 
please be sure to check the box for the MGPV Division (if a submission to a Topical 
Session), one of the Adhering Societies (CMS, GS, MAC, MSA, MSGBI), and include 
mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, and/or volcanology as keywords.  This will assure 
that someone in the Division sees your abstract and has an opportunity to comment on 
where it is placed in the program. 
 
• Reception.  The MGPV Division will join with the Mineralogical Society of America and 
the Geochemical Society in a joint reception on Tuesday, 21 October 2014: 5:45 PM-
7:45 PM. 
 

MGPV 2014 Distinguished Geologic Career Award. The MGPV Division’s 2014 
Distinguished Geologic Career Award will be presented to Frederick A. Frey, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Department of Earth, Atmospheric, and 
Planetary Sciences, Cambridge, MA, USA, during the MGPV Reception. 
 
MGPV Division Student Research Grants.  Recipients of the student research 
grants recipients will be recognized during the MGPV Reception. 

 
• Business Meeting.  The Division will know the required business meeting dates and 
times in August.  There will be a brief update about the Division, and an opportunity to 
ask questions or make comments. 
 
• Booth.  The Division will have a booth in the Exhibit Hall. 
 
 
MGPV Membership and Finances 
 
• Membership.  The Division has grown rapidly since it was established in October of 
2009: 
 

Number  
547 2009 Division affiliates as of 31 December 2009 
972 2010 Division affiliates as of 30 December 2010 

1,437 2011 Division affiliates as of 30 December 2011 
1,434 2012 Division affiliates as of 30 December 2012 
1,382 2013 Division affiliates as of 30 December 2013 
1,803 2014 Division affiliates as of 11 March 2014 

 
Please remember to renew your Division membership at GSA annual membership 
renewals time, and encourage your colleagues to join.  If a GSA member has already 
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renewed, they can, at any time, join the Division by filling out a form.  Go to specialty 
divisions and then to “join a division” <http://www.geosociety.org/members/joindiv.htm>.  
Return the form to GSA or contact GSA Sales and Service; send them your member ID, 
name, credit card information, and the name of the Division.  (It is clearly easier to join a 
Division at renewal time!)  Division dues are: Student, Recent Graduate, or K-12 
Teacher - $5, Professional Member or Fellow - $10.  However, GSA has instituted a 
policy wherein students can join their first Division at no cost.  This appears to have 
dramatically increased MGPV membership for 2014, but with a 10% drop in income.  
Help us sustain a strong start by joining, asking others to join, and volunteering. 
 
• Finances: As of 12/31/2013, MGPV has a cash balance of $17,874.85.  The income in 
the last half of 2013 (GSA’s and the Division’s fiscal year to July 1 through Jun 30) was 
$4,832.32 from dues.  Expenses during this period were $7,001.10 for student grants, 
and awardee & speaker travel support, $2,34.91 for the reception (1/3 of cost shared 
with GS & MSA).  We can expect some further dues income in 2014 from members who 
renew late.  Bottom line: we have enough money in 2014 for MGPV’s awards, 
reception, and increase in the number of student research grants. 
 
 
MGPV Committees and Appointments 
 
Division members help with the important tasks of the Division by serving on 
committees and in appointed posts.  The MGPV Division will need to appoint two 
committees for the immediate future.  You might be asked to serve on one of them. 
 
The Distinguished Geologic Career Award and the Early Career Award 
Committees encourage and evaluate nominations for the respective awards. 
 
The MGPV Management Board consists of ten people, each of whom will appoint one 
person to serve on committee for one year.  Each member of the Management Board 
(this includes representatives from the Adhering Societies) is entitled (but not required) 
to select one person to serve on this committee for one year.  The Division Chair 
appoints one of those committee members as the chair.  As noted in the piece on the 
award, for this year nominations are due on 15 July 2014, and the Award Committee will 
make its recommendation by 15 August 2014. 
 
The Nominating Committee of the Division reports to the Management Board a list of 
candidates to run for office the following year. The Nominations Committee makes a 
public call for either volunteers or recommendations to be considered for the open 
positions of second vice-chair and/or secretary-treasurer.  The Committee can also 
identify possible candidates for office on their own. Additionally nomination of a 
candidate to become a Division officer also may be made to the Division Secretary-
Treasurer by any four voting affiliates of the division in good standing who also verify 
that the candidate is qualified and willing to serve in that office.  This candidate's name 
will be forwarded to the chair of the Nominations Committee in time for inclusion in their 
report to the Management Board. 
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 The Nominations Committee contacts the suggested individuals to determine their 
willingness to run for office.  Those willing to serve must provide written or electronic 
acceptance of their possible candidacy, willingness to serve if elected, and submit an 
NSF-style abbreviated curriculum vitae (CV) that provides an overview of their 
experience and other qualifications.  Their offer to volunteer will remain active for 3 
years. 
 From the pool of candidates, the Nominations Committee will select a single 
candidate for each open office by majority vote.  In a written report, the Nominations 
Committee will inform the Management Board of the vote, include the list of individuals 
considered, and the curriculum vitae. When approved by the Management Board, the 
nomination(s) shall become the election slate.  The membership will be asked for a vote 
of confidence for the candidates of all open offices. In the event that the vote of 
confidence fails, the second candidate on the list will stand for a vote of approval or 
non-approval. 
 The Nominating Committee can also propose individuals for GSA Fellowship and 
Division Members-at-Large on GSA-wide committees. 
 The MGPV Management Board consists of ten people, each of whom will appoint 
one person to serve on committee for one year.  Each member of the Management 
Board (this includes representatives from the Adhering Societies) is entitled (but not 
required) to select one person to serve on this committee for one year. The Division 
Chair appoints one of those committee members as the chair. 
 When approved by the Management Board, the nominations become the election 
slate. The ballot includes a brief profile of each candidate, in addition to a statement of 
the candidates' prior service to the relevant communities.  The Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Division must submit the slate and biographies to the GSA Executive Director.  GSA 
prepares and distributes the ballot to the voting members of the Division.  The ballot 
also has space for write-in nominees. 
 Voting takes place during August, and officers will be inducted at the annual 
business meeting in the fall (northern hemisphere).  For this to happen, the committee 
needs to be in place by April 1 and the slate submitted to GSA by July 1. 
 
The Program Committee is a standing committee.  It plans and arranges for the 
technical sessions and symposia of the division at the Annual and Sectional Meetings of 
the Geological Society of America, and other external meetings as may be directed by 
the management board. 
 
The Division will need a MGPV Newsletter Editor and MGPV Webmaster.  If you feel 
you could tackle either of these tasks, or know of someone who would, we would like to 
hear from you. 
 
 
MGPV Voting 
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• Election 2013.  142 Division members voted during August 2013.  Yildirim Dilek was 
elected Second Vice-Chair.  Diane Smith moves to the position of First Vice-Chair, Eric 
H. Christiansen to Chair, and Calvin Barnes to Past-Chair. 
 
Members voted to accept the amendments to the MGPV Bylaws that clarify and clean 
up the language and procedures regarding the Nomination Committee (of Officer 
Candidates) and to add an Early Career Award and descriptive language and other 
awards, recognitions, and grants 
 
• Election 2014.  The MGPV Management Board changes yearly after the Division 
Annual Business Meeting at the GSA Annual Meeting.  Elections are held over 30 days 
during the summer (northern hemisphere), for the position of Second Vice Chair and 
biennially for the position of Secretary-Treasurer.  The positions of Past Chair, Chair, 
and First Vice-Chair are filled in succession by the individuals from the preceding office. 
The election will also be the time when members are asked to approve any Bylaw 
changes.  The election of Division officers only requires that the Secretary-Treasurer 
notify GSA of the results.  Any Bylaws changes must be submitted for GSA Council 
approval a month before a GSA Council meeting. 
 
 The Election for 2014 will be for second vice-chair and Secretary-Treasurer.  For 
members who have given GSA their e-mail addresses, voting is online.  The message 
notifying you that voting is open will contain the necessary USERID and password for 
you to do so.  Members who do not have internet access will receive a paper ballot 
through the US mail from GSA. 
 
 
Announcements from Adhering Associated Societies 
 
• Web listing of MGPV-related Scientific Meetings  and Events at: 

<http://homepages.udayton.edu/~koziolam/meetings.html> 
 
• The Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) Annual Meeting is 21-23 May 
2014 in Fredericton, NB, Canada. Joint Annual Meeting – The Geological Association 
of Canada (GAC) and the Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) tilted At the 
Centre of the Continent. More information and online registration at 
<http://www.unb.ca/conferences/gacmac2014/>. 
 

• Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) Short Course on Cathodoluminescence and its 
application to geoscience, 18-20 May, 2014, Fredericton, NB, Canada. More information and online 
registration at < http://www.mineralogicalassociation.ca/index.php?p=36>. 
 
• Both Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) and Mineralogical Society of America (MSA) are 
sponsoring Berry Summer School on Optical Mineralogy, May 25-28, 2014, University of Ottawa, 
Ottawa, ON, Canada. More information and online registration at 
<http://www.mineralogicalassociation.ca/index.php?p=141>. 
 
Mineralogical Association of Canada will award two $5000 scholarships to graduate students yearly, one 
to a student enrolled in an MSc program and one to a student in a PhD program.  Students entering the 
second year of an MSc program or the second or third year of a PhD program at a Canadian university of 
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Canadian citizens enrolled in the above or equivalent programs at any university.  The deadline to apply 
is May 8, 2014.  More information at <http://www.mineralogicalassociation.ca/index.php?p=60> 
 

• Goldschmidt 2014 (Earth in Evolution), 8-13 June 2014 in Sacramento , CA, USA 
<http://goldschmidt.info/2014/>. More than 2,700 abstracts were submitted for the 
conference and the full conference program will be available in early April. 
Registration and accommodation forms are now live on the conference website. End 
of early registration deadline is 8 April 2014. 
 
• The Geochemical Society (GS) is sponsoring 38 sessions that have 

been proposed for the fall 2014 GSA meeting in Vancouver.   
 
• The Clay Minerals Society (CMS) 51st Annual Meeting is 17-21 May 2014 at Texas 
A&M University, College Station, Texas, USA.  The Clay Minerals Society (CMS) 

invites applications for its 2014 CMS student research and travel 
grants.  Several grants of up to $3,000 are made annually.  The 
application deadline is 15 March 2014.  2014 Award Nomination deadlines are 31 
March 2014.  More information and online application on the CMS website, 
<http://www.clays.org>.  
 

• The Mineralogical Society of America (MSA) invites applications for the 2015 MSA Grant for Research 
in Crystallography and for the 2015 MSA Student Research In Mineralogy and Petrology.  There are 
up to five research grant awards of $5,000 each. Application deadline is June 1, 2014.  Awardees need 
not be MSA members; MGPV student members are invited to apply.  More information and online 
application on the MSA website, <http://www.minsocam.org>. 
 
• Mineralogical Society of America (MSA) and Geochemical Society (GS) Short Course on 
Environmental Geochemistry, Mineralogy, and Microbiology of Arsenic. Organized by Robert J. 
Bowell, Charles N. Alpers, Heather E. Jamieson, Darrell Kirk Nordstrom, and Juraj Majzlan. 15-16 June 
2014 (following Goldschmidt2014 Sacramento in June 2014) at the Miners Foundry, Nevada City, CA, 
USA.  More information and online registration at 
<http://www.minsocam.org/msa/SC/Arsenic_dscrptn.pdf>. 
 
• MSA offers schools that normally do not have the opportunity to hear talks about recent advances in 
mineralogy to choose among several topics offered by distinguished Lecturers.  MSA pays travel 
expenses of the Lecturers if the host institution is responsible for local expenses, including 
accommodations and meals.  The 2014-2015 MSA Distinguished Lecture Program is now available for 
requests. It is designed to run from late September 2014 through April 2015.  Requests received before 
May 4, 2013, will be given priority. Details at <http://www.minsocam.org/MSA/Lecture_Prog.html>. 
 
• Nominations are sought for the Roebling and Dana Medals and MSA Award.  You need not be an 
MSA member to nominate someone.  More information and nomination procedures on the MSA home 
page <http://www.minsocam.org/> 
 

• The Mineralogical Society of Great Britain & Ireland (MSGBI) has several meetings: 
12 March 2014 - Metamorphic Studies Group, 20-21 March 2014 Clay Minerals 
Group / Environmental Mineralogy Group, 20-21 March 2014 Applied Mineralogy 
Group / SEG Chapter Leicester / St Andrews University, 24-26 June 2014 IGD-TP 
Geodisposal 2014, 25-27 June 2014, Mineral Physics Group, 25 August-3 
September 2014 Planetary Mineralogy: EMU School, 5-10 July 2015 The Clay 
Minerals Group, The Clay Minerals Society, ECGA, The Mineralogical Society.  
Information: <http://www.minersoc.org/meetings.html>. 

 
• MSGBI offers travel/research bursaries directly and through its constituent special interest groups 
(Applied Mineralogy, Clay Minerals, Volcanic and Magmatic Studies, Metamorphic Studies, 
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Geochemistry, Environmental Mineralogy Group, Mineral Physics). Visit <www.minersoc.org>.  MSGBI 
also offers free membership to students for one year. This includes a subscription to Elements and is 
open to applicants from all countries. Details at <http://www.minersoc.org>.   
 
• Mineralogical Society Distinguished Lecturer Programme has the aim to promote interest and 
discussions across the broad field of Mineral Sciences (including all aspects of petrology and 
geochemistry at the Earth’s surface and at depth) and the Mineralogical Society has appointed two 
lecturers to give lectures at universities and related institutions aimed to appeal to undergraduates and 
research students as well as more advanced scientists. The Mineralogical Society pays the travel 
expenses of the lecturers; whilst the host departments cover any accommodation and dining expenses.  
Details at http://www.minersoc.org/distinguished-lectures.html. 
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Division Management Board 
 

 
Officers 
 
Chair (2013) 
Eric H. Christiansen 
Brigham Young University 
Dept. of Geological Sciences 
PO Box 24606 
Provo, UT 84602-4606 USA 
+1-801-422-2113 
+1-801-422-0267 (fax) 
eric_christiansen@byu.edu 
 
First Vice-Chair (2013) 
Diane Ruth Smith  
Trinity University 
Dept. of Geosciences One Trinity 
Place San Antonio, TX 78212-7200 
USA 
+1-210-999-7656 
+1-210999-7090 (fax) 
dsmith@trinity.edu 
 
Second Vice-Chair (2013) 
Yildirim Dilek 
Miami University 
Dept Geology & Env. Earth Science 
116 Shideler Hall 
Oxford, OH 45056 USA 
+1-513-529-2212 
dileky@miamioh.edu 
 
Secretary-Treasurer (2013-2014) 
J. Alexander Speer 
Mineralogical Society of America 
3635 Concorde Pkwy Ste 
500 Chantilly, VA 20151-1110 USA 
+1-703-652-9950 
+1-703-652-9951 (fax) 
jaspeer@minsocam.org 
 
Past Chair (2013) 
Calvin G. Barnes 
Texas Tech University 
Dept Geosciences 
PO Box 41053 
Lubbock TX 79409-1053 USA 
+1 (806) 742-3106 
+1 (806) 742-0100 (fax) 
cal.barnes@ttu.edu 
 
GSA Council/Division Liaison 
Barb Dutrow 
Louisiana State University 
Dept of Geology & Geophysics 
E235 Howe-Russell Bldg 
Baton Rouge LA 70803-4101 USA 
+1 (225) 578-2525 
+1 (225) 578-2302 
dutrow@lsu.edu 
 

Adhering Society Representatives 
 
Clay Minerals Society (CMS) 
Warren D. Huff  
University of Cincinnati 
Dept of Geology 
PO Box 210013 
Cincinnati OH 45221-0013 USA 
+1-513-556-3731 
+1-513-556-6931 
 warren.huff@uc.edu 
 
Geochemical Society (GS) 
William K. Hart 
Dept of Geology & Env. Earth Sci. 
Miami University  
114 Shideler Hall 
Oxford, OH 45056-2473 USA 
+1-513-529-3217 
+1-513-529-1542 
hartwk@miamioh.edu 
 
Mineralogical Association of 
Canada (MAC) 
David A. Fowle 
University of Kansas 
Department of Geology 
1475 Jayhawk Blvd. Room 120 
Lawrence KS 66045-7594 USA 
+1-785-864-1955 
+1-785-864-5276 (fax) 
fowle@ku.edu 
 
Mineralogical Society of America 
(MSA) 
Wendy A. Bohrson 
Central Washington University 
Dept Geological Sciences 
400 E University Way, MS 7418 
Ellensburg, WA 98926-7502  USA 
+1-509-963-2835 
+1-509-963-2821 (fax) 
bohrson@geology.cwu.edu 
 
Mineralogical Society of Great 
Britain & Ireland (MSGBI) 
Kevin Murphy 
Mineralogical Society 
12 Baylis Mews, Amyand Park Road 
Twickenham TW1 3HQ 
United Kingdom 
+353-(0)23-8845401 
+353-(0)23-8845419 (fax) 
kevin@minersoc.org 

Welcome to the newsletter of GSA’s 
Mineralogy, Geochemistry, 
Petrology, and Volcanology (MGPV) 
Division.  Aside from the Division 
website, newsletters are one 
important means for GSA Division 
leaders to communicate information 
to their members, and they serve as 
an archive for the Division. 
 
The MGPV Division publishes two 
newsletters per year.  The first after 
GSA’s and Division’s Annual 
Meeting and before any elections, 
deadlines for abstracts, and 
nominations.  A second newsletter is 
issued a month or so before the 
Annual Meeting.  Newsletters will 
contain Division news, calls for 
award nominations and meeting 
abstracts, announcements of 
upcoming meetings, ballot and 
officer candidate information, 
meeting news, award acceptances, 
and other important news and 
information. 
 
If you are a member that has email 
access, a notice will be sent by GSA 
alerting you that a new issue has 
been posted on the website.  Those 
members who do not have internet 
access will receive the newsletter in 
paper form through the US mail sent 
by GSA.  Issues of the newsletter, 
both present and future, will be 
available for retrieval in electronic 
Portable Document Format (pdf) on 
the Division’s website. 
 
The MGPV Division leaders 
welcome your feedback to the 
newsletter of the Mineralogy, 
Geochemistry, Petrology, and 
Volcanology (MGPV) Division. 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: To be 
determined 
 
 
 
Webmaster: To be determined 

 


