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Newsletter of the GSA 
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Geochemistry, 
Petrology, and 
Volcanology Division 
 
 

 
Message from the Chair 
 
Greetings MGPV Members! 
 
Since our last newsletter, the Division had an active 
role in the Annual Meeting in Charlotte, along with its 
Adhering Societies, sponsoring 1 Pardee Keynote 
Symposia, 27 oral technical sessions, 5 poster 
technical sessions, and 1 Special Session.  In 
September, the Division sponsored a field form led by 
Scott Paterson and a cast of thousands:  “Formation 
of the Sierra Nevada Batholith: Magmatic and 
Tectonic Processes and Their Tempos”. Our 
sponsorship involved two awards for best student 
posters. The awardees were W.J. Hahn (Wyoming) 
and Laura Waters (Michigan). MGPV will pay for these 
students’ registration to the Annual Meeting in Denver. 
 

Speaking of the Annual Meeting, this year’s annual meeting celebrates the 125th 
anniversary of GSA. The MGPV membership has done its part to make the meeting a 
success:  we are sponsoring more than 50 topical sessions, 5 field trips and a short 
course. 
 
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find the citation and response for last year’s MGPV 
Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award to Jason Saleeby, as well as the 
announcement of this year’s awardee, Gerhard Wörner. At our business meeting in 
Charlotte, the management board agreed to pursue a second MGPV award, to early 
career scientists.  We will keep you informed as the process of initiating this award 
moves forward. 
 
Membership in MGPV remained steady in 2012. This means that for the Division to 
grow we need to encourage our colleagues and students to become members. One of 
the most exciting and gratifying aspects of our Division, at least for me, is the ability to 
provide MGPV Student Research Awards. I have had the privilege to read student 
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proposals during the past two years, and am truly impressed by the quality of proposals 
and the enthusiasm shown by our student members. Just remember, as our 
membership grows, so does our ability to offer more and better support for student 
research. 
 
Last, I would like to reiterate Russ Harmon’s request from last year: please consider 
nominating deserving MGPV members for GSA Fellowship.   GSA members are elected 
to Fellowship in recognition of distinguished contributions to the geosciences.  The 
deadline has passed for this year, so it would be good to remember to nominate 
someone next year by the 1 February 2014 deadline. The criteria for GSA Fellowship 
are listed at: http://www.geosociety.org/members/fellow.htm#criteria, which also has a 
link to a list of current GSA Fellows. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the 125th Anniversary meeting of GSA in Denver, and 
especially at the MGPV award ceremony and reception on Tuesday night, October 29.  
 
Best wishes, 
Cal 

Calvin G. Barnes, Chair (2012) 
 
 
Call for Award Nominations 
MGPV Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award 
 
Nominations Deadline: 15 July 2013 
 
The MGPV award will go to an individual who, throughout his/her career, has made 
distinguished contributions in one or more of the following fields of research: 
mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, volcanology, with emphasis on multidisciplinary, 
field-based contributions. This award emphasizes a geologic and multidisciplinary 
approach (as is appropriate for GSA).  Geologic work is by nature general and has an 
important field component, with Earth as the natural laboratory.  Nominees need not be 
citizens or residents of the United States, and membership in the Geological Society of 
America is not required. The award will not be given posthumously. 
 
Nomination Procedure: Nominations will be from the Division membership at large, 
and should consist of: 

(1) A 1-2 page letter (with name and address of nominator) summarizing the 
nominee's most important accomplishments in geologic approaches to mineralogy, 
geochemistry, petrology, and/or volcanology. Special attention should be paid to 
describing how the nominee’s published work demonstrates field-based 
multidisciplinary geologic accomplishments of a ground-breaking nature. 
(2) Curriculum Vitae of the nominee. 
(3) Three letters of support. These letters of support can be either from members or 
non-members of the MGPV Division, GSA, or both. 
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Nominations should be forwarded to the Division Secretary-Treasurer, J. Alex Speer at: 
jaspeer@minsocam.org 
 
The dossiers of nominees who did not receive the award in any given year will be 
retained and considered for two succeeding years; thus, nominations are active for a 
total of three years. Updated information for such candidates may be sent to the 
Division Secretary-Treasurer during the call for nominations. 
 
Award Committee: The MGPV Management Board consists of ten people, each of 
whom will appoint one person to serve on committee for one year.  Each member of the 
Management Board (this includes representatives from the Adhering Societies) is 
entitled (but not required) to select one person to serve on this committee for one year.  
The Chair of the Division will select from that list to appoint the chair of the Award Panel 
for that year. The members of the Award Panel will participate in a Borda count* 
election. If more than 10 applications are received, the Borda count will be done once to 
limit the list to six candidates; a second Borda count will follow to determine the final 
ranking.  The Management Board will make the final decision based on the ranked list 
and the recommendation submitted by the Award Panel. The following year’s committee 
will be informed of the rank-ordered list but is not obligated to recommend anyone from 
it. 
 
The Award:  Consists of a wall plaque and a $1,000 cash award. The Award will be 
presented at the Division reception at the 2014 Annual Meeting of the Geological 
Society of America, with a brief (10 minute) citation from the nominator, followed by a 
brief (5 minute) acceptance speech by the awardee. 
 
Timetable: Nominations are due on 15 July 2013, and the Award Panel will make its 
recommendation by 15 August 2013. 
 
* in case you are wondering, the Borda Count is a preferential voting scheme wherein nominee rankings 
are converted into points.  Each nominee gets 1 point for each last place vote received, 2 points for each 
next-to-last point vote, etc., up to N points for each first place vote, where N is the number of nominees.  
Because numerical scores may be very similar for the top 5-8 nominees, for large groups (over 10), we 
allow for a first ranking, and then a second ranking of the top 6. 

 
 
2012 MGPV Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award to 
Jason B. Saleeby: Citation and Acceptance 

 
Citation:  By George Gehrels 

 
We are very pleased to announce that Dr. Jason B. Saleeby is the recipient of the 
2012 Distinguished Geologic Career Award from the Mineralogy, Geochemistry, 
Petrology, & Volcanology Division of GSA.  
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This award is the perfect recognition of Dr. Saleeby’s contributions because of the dual 
emphasis on geologic observations in the field and application of cutting edge analytical 
techniques in geochemistry, petrology, and related fields.  And this is exactly what 
Jason is known for – the integration of field observations, from thin section to continent 
scale, with information from geophysics, petrology, geochronology, and 
thermochronology.   
 
Dr. Saleeby is also remarkable for his ability to integrate information from both 
continental and marine settings.  Perhaps you have been able to share this experience 
with Jason on a field trip in Owens Valley, when you learn that the topography across 
the eastern escarpment of the Sierra Nevada is very similar to the bathymetry across 
the Clipperton Fracture zone on the Pacific Ocean floor.  And rather than granite 
boulders in alluvial fans, you camp among giant basaltic olistoliths and serpentinite 
mélange in submarine debris flows! 
 
Also impressive are Dr. Saleeby’s abilities to integrate information from  

• surficial processes (for example linking the modern uplift and erosion of the 
Sierra Nevada with ongoing subsidence in the San Joaquin valley),  

• upper crustal processes of deformation and melt emplacement (for example 
reconstructing the accretionary history of Sierran terranes),  

• lower crustal processes of high-grade metamorphism and melt generation (for 
example Jason’s work in the granulites and migmatites in the southern Sierra), 
and  

• processes in the mantle such as eclogitization, delamination, and shallow 
subduction, which have revolutionized our understanding of Laramide-style 
tectonics around the world. 

 
Indeed, few Earth Scientists have been able to glean as much information from rocks 
and structures in the field, and then apply a broad range of quantitative techniques to 
provide constraints on their ages and origins.   
 
We would be remiss to not also recognize Dr. Saleeby’s contributions to training 
students.  Jason has mentored a continuous stream of graduate students since the late 
1970’s, first at Berkeley and then at Caltech, and many of these former students and 
post-docs are now in academic positions, conducting similar types of interdisciplinary 
research.  Given that many of us have passed along this style of analysis to our 
graduate students, who in turn have trained their graduate students to be creative and 
imaginative researchers, just imagine the impact that Jason has on the tectonics 
research community!  
 
In summary, we are pleased and honored to have Dr. Saleeby recognized as the 
recipient of the 2012 Distinguished Geologic Career Award from the Mineralogy, 
Geochemistry, Petrology, & Volcanology Division of GSA.   
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Acceptance: By Jason B. Saleeby 
 
It is a great honor to receive the 2012 GSA Division of Mineralogy, 
Geochemistry, Petrology and Volcanology Distinguished Geologic 
Career Award  For this recognition, I am most grateful.  Having 
dedicated much of my career to the integration of traditional 
geoscience sub-disciplines, gives this award special meaning for 
me.  Field-based geological research is unique in the scientific 
endeavor, by virtue of the direct connections that can be made 
between tactile human experience and advanced scientific 
instrumentation and analysis.  From the perspective of a child-like 
inquisitiveness of our natural environment, a life full of multi-disciplinary field-based 
research gives one the sense that our planet is the ultimate amusement park! New 
discoveries, and making new connections between observations and data sets fuels the 
psyche with youthful energy that drives one to hunger for more new findings and 
connections.  It seems to be a chronic condition for me.  One of my favorite sayings is 
from an early Bob Dylan song: “He not busy being born, is busy dying.” Our science has 
changed dramatically over my career, but the basics of sound field observations still 
stand as the ultimate infrastructure of our greatest pursuits.   
  
Technical advances through the course of my career have proceeded at seemingly 
head-spinning rates.  As a geology undergraduate student in 1970 at Cal State, 
Northridge, the life changing advance that impacted me the most was the delivery and 
installation of our first Xerox machine.  This was a huge step forward for a budding 
geology undergrad, wanting personal copies of published maps, diagrams and key 
papers.  In graduate school at U.C.  Santa Barbara, 1972 was the big year for the 
installation of a digital control and data acquisition system on George Tilton’s thermal 
ionization mass spectrometer.  This greatly impacted my Ph.D. thesis research.  In the 
late 1980’s heavy metal isotopic geochemistry was launched into the modern era by the 
emergence of high-precision multiple Faraday collector housings, and high sensitivity 
signal multipliers.  As Y2K rolled through we found ourselves moving into the era of 
interrogating large populations of individual zircon grains for their ages, or even age 
zonation patterns, by the newly emerging isoprobe instruments.  We may be 
approaching the point where our data acquisition is out-running our ability to synthesize 
and interpret the data that we produce!  
  
Being at the right place at the right time has been equivalent to a series of bifurcation 
points in my professional and personal evolution.  When I arrived at U.C. Santa Barbara 
in 1972 George Tilton was just finishing the production of his lunar geochemistry 
laboratory, wherein he was open to having a small number of investigators work on 
terrestrial rocks.  Thank you George! Jim Mattinson had just arrived as a junior faculty 
member following his post-doc at Carnegie Institute where he helped engineer new 
zircon dissolution and column extraction techniques.  I was fortunate to be the first 
graduate student to apply those techniques in George’s lab.  Having recently attended 
the first GSA Penrose Conference on ophiolites, Cliff Hopson was just initiating his in-
depth study of the Coast Range ophiolite, and I was fortunate to assist him in a number 
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of his earlier field excursions and zircon geochronology sampling campaigns.  Those 
experiences with Cliff are as valuable for me today as they were forty years ago! John 
Crowell had just been funded to initiate his basement and basin studies of the then 
newly recognized San Andreas transform system.  His field trips and seminars primed 
me for the complexities of the southern California basement, which I still wrestle with.  
And, Dan Karig was in the midst of his seminal work and early papers on back arc 
basins and accretionary prisms.  Dan’s office was somewhat of a hangout spot for me 
and some fellow grad students, by virtue of all the excitement and new ideas that were 
packed into that space.  I could not ask for more in terms of an exciting and intellectually 
ripe environment in which to pursue graduate studies. 
 
As an Assistant Professor at U.C. Berkeley I was exposed to looking at rocks and 
geochemical systems in an entirely new way by Ian Carmichael and Hal Helgeson.  
John Verhoogan encouraged and nurtured my interest in integrating geophysics with 
structural geology and petrology.  Howell Williams stimulated my interest in the Great 
Valley subsurface, which has steadily grown over the decades since.  While at Berkeley 
Jerry van Andel and Bob Ballard were at Stanford, and we had a series of meetings and 
discussions about Alvin dives into large transform fracture zones, as a result of my first 
series of papers published on the Kings- Kaweah ophiolite belt.  As these discussions 
began to move towards the serious planning stages Lee Silver visited Berkeley to give a 
seminar, and out of our discussions began a series of communications with Lee and 
Barclay Kamb that rapidly transplanted me into the Caltech environment.  At that point I 
recognized that I was at a critical bifurcation point, opting for a clean room and mass 
spectrometer over research off of an oceanographic vessel.  My residence at Berkeley 
also gave me easy access to the U.S.G.S. in Menlo Park, facilitating important 
interactions with Clark Blake, Bob Coleman, Ron Kistler and Jim Moore.  My short stay 
at Berkeley was a major intellectual growing up experience that prepared me for the 
Caltech environment. 
 
Back to the importance of timing.  When I arrived at Caltech Jerry Wasserburg’s group 
had just launched the broad application of Neodymium isotopes to terrestrial problems 
in petrogenesis and geochronology.  Jerry was most gracious in sharing techniques, 
and also running various strategic Nd-Sr samples for me, prior to the development of 
those techniques in my laboratory.  Lee Silver was in his most active phases of multi-
system isotopic mapping of the southern California region basement.  This returned me 
to a number of first order questions that I was exposed to in seminars and field trips with 
John Crowell, and helped lead me to the long term “wrestling match” referred to above.  
A whole new way of viewing global tectonics emerged for me as I witnessed Don 
Anderson develop his eclogite mantle engine model.  Now I am the old guy on the block 
at Caltech, surrounded by brilliant youngsters!  I have much to be thankful for. 
  
Like many of my GSA talks over the years, now that the introduction is done there is not 
much time left for the content, or in this case not much space left if this document is not 
to go too long for GSA editorial preferences.  The essence of my professional 
experience lies in the mystery and grandiosity of planet Earth and its geological 
evolution.  We are all fortunate to be in profession for which the pursuit of this great 
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story is our primary charge.  Added to this, many of us are asked to share our expertise 
and experiences with undergraduate and graduate students, and post- doctoral fellows.  
Sharing unselfishly with these young evolving minds is the best way to pay back the 
debt that we owe society for offering us such extraordinary professions.  If asked to 
name my greatest student, I would have to name ten.  This is about as good as it gets!  
So I close with a brief story concerning student interactions, and thoughts I have 
concerning the mission of the GSA MGPV Division.  I sometimes relate to students the 
strong parallels between deep time geologic analysis and forensic scientific 
investigations.  With recent technical advances and proliferations in instrumentation and 
data manipulation systems we have witnessed an attrition in basic field geology 
programs across the U.S.  In regard to this trend I have begun to ask my students while 
sharing this view: given the best forensic lab that money could establish, how good are 
the results going to be for a given investigation if the crime scene investigators don’t 
know what all to look for, or how to connect the dots of various leads as they arise? 
Should we concern ourselves with direct parallels in geologic analysis? The value 
placed in field-based multidisciplinary studies by the GSA MGPV Division is, in my 
opinion, a guiding light for the geoscience community in keeping our goals on track with 
the pursuit of geologic reality.  Thank you MGPV Division for this, and for this very 
special award!  
 
 
2013 MGPV Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award to 
Gerhard Wörner 
 
The MGPV Division is pleased to announce that Gerhard Wörner, 
Geochemische Institut, Georg August Universität Göttingen, 
Göttingen, Germany, is the 2013 Distinguished Geologic Career 
Awardee. The award will be presented during the 2013 GSA 
Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado, USA. 
 
Dr. Wörner is cited for his important contributions in each of the 
research fields of the Division - mineralogy, geochemistry, 
petrology, and volcanology, and the very broad and sophisticated 
analytical approaches that he has employed to address specific questions of geologic 
importance have always been based on multidisciplinary, field-based foundation in 
which the problem under consideration is cast in the framework of the Earth as the 
natural laboratory.  He is adept at ‘reading the rocks’ and developing a conceptual 
geological model for a particular question that is then tested by rigorous fieldwork, 
consideration of all pertinent data, and examined through lenses of geochemical and 
isotopic analysis. 
 
Over the course of his career, Gerd research has focused on physical volcanology, the 
evolution of magmatic systems - from the crystals to the orogenic scale, magmatism in 
continental rifts (Rhine Graben, West Antarctic Rift) and at convergent plate boundaries 
(Kamchatka, Central America, Andes), and the interaction between tectonic and 
magmatic processes in orogenic belt. 

 



MGPV Division Newsletter February 2013, Vol. 4, No. 1 
 

 http://www.geosociety.org/divisions/mpvg/ page 8 

MGPV at Charlotte GSA 2013 
 
• Technical Sessions.  There is a session proposed in honor of the MGPV 2013 
awardee - “Volcanology, Mineralogy, Geochemistry & Petrogenesis of Circum-Pacific 
Magmatism: A Tribute Session to Gerhard Wörner, 2013 MGPV Distinguished Geologic 
Career Awardee”. 
 Over 30 other session proposals have been submitted for the Division’s 
sponsorship.  The Division hopes makes for a strong presence at the GSA Annual 
Meeting in Denver (27-30 October 2013).  Do your part and submit an abstract to the 
session of your choice.  GSA is celebrating its 125th anniversary in 2013, with a 
yearlong series of events focusing on Celebrating Advances in Geosciences – Our 
Science, Societal Impact and Unique Thought Processes.  The geosciences have 
evolved greatly over the last 50 years, let alone 125 years, in terms of science and 
relevance to society and are posed to make informed predictions for the future.  During 
our celebratory year, we want to look back at how far we have come since 1963, but 
also look forward with predictions for the future and we want to make sure this is the 
most robust technical program possible.  And then make sure your abstract is placed 
where you want it!  Division officers are part of the committee that decides into which 
sessions abstracts are placed.  If you want GSA to consider if your abstract should be 
grouped with other talks on similar MGPV topics, please be sure to check the box for 
the MGPV Division (if a submission to a Topical Session), one of the Adhering Societies 
(CMS, GS, MAC, MSA, MSGBI), and include mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, 
and/or volcanology as keywords.  This will assure that someone in the Division sees 
your abstract and has an opportunity to comment on where it is placed in the program. 
 
• Reception.  The MGPV Division will join with the Mineralogical Society of America and 
the Geochemical Society in a joint reception on Tuesday, 29 October 2013: 5:45 PM-
7:45 PM. 
 

MGPV 2013 Distinguished Geologic Career Award. The MGPV Division’s 2013 
Distinguished Geologic Career Award will be presented to Gerhard Wörner, 
Geochemische Institut, Georg August Universität Göttingen, Göttingen, Germany, 
during the MGPV Reception. 
 
MGPV Division Student Research Grants.  Recipients of the student research 
grants recipients will be recognized during the MGPV Reception. 

 
• Business Meeting.  The Division will know the required business meeting dates and 
times in August.  There will be a brief update about the Division, and an opportunity to 
ask questions or make comments. 
 
• Booth.  The Division will have a booth in the Exhibit Hall. 
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MGPV 2013 Student Research Grants 
 
 GSA will call for and accept the student research grant proposals with a deadline of 
1 February 2013.  These will be reviewed and ranked by GSA’s Committee on 
Research Grants.  MGPV requests the top 10% proposals from GSA’s Committee on 
Research Grants list in "our fields” as a starting point.  The fields last year were: 
 
Volcanology 
Economic Geology 
Geochemistry 
Geothermal 

Mineralogy/ Petrology 
Structural Geology/Tectonics 
Petroleum Geology 

 
 In 2012 there were 95 relevant MGPV proposals.  These were split evenly between 
two teams of the 4 elected MGPV officers.  Each team selected one proposal to receive 
an additional $1000 directly from the MGPV Division.  The turn-around time for this was 
short.  GSA’s Committee on Research Grants appeared to have finished their work by 
early April last year.  We received the proposals in early April and we sent our choices 
by late April.  This is so the results could appear in the July GSA Today. 
 
 Criteria for selection by MGPV - how well the proposal integrates and depend on a 
range of geology (field) evidence that may be combined with lab work or modeling to 
answer the posed question or select the samples.  Will the study would make an 
important or interesting contribution.  Will the techniques to be used have a good 
chance of answering the question(s) posed.  The difficulties here were proposals that 
were excellent but relied little on geology. 
 
 
MGPV Membership and Finances 
 
• Membership.  The Division has grown rapidly since it was established in October of 
2009, but membership has leveled off: 
 

Number  
547 2009 Division affiliates as of 31 December 2009 
972 2010 Division affiliates as of 31 December 2010 

1,437 2011 Division affiliates as of 31 December 2011 
1.432 2012 Division affiliates as of 31 December 2012 

 
 Retaining these 2011 numbers depends on all members renewing for 2013.  Please 
remember to renew your Division membership at GSA annual membership renewals 
time, and encourage your colleagues to join.  If a GSA member has already renewed, 
they can, at any time, join the Division by filling out a form.  Go to specialty divisions and 
then to “join a division” <http://www.geosociety.org/members/joindiv.htm>.  Return the 
form to GSA or contact GSA Sales and Service; send them your member ID, name, 
credit card information, and the name of the Division.  (It is clearly easier to join a 
Division at renewal time!)  Division dues are: Student, Recent Grad, or K-12 Teacher - 
$5, Professional Member or Fellow - $10. We have received overwhelming support from 
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the community for this effort.  Please help us sustain a strong start by joining, asking 
others to join, and volunteering. 
 
• Finances: As of 12/31/2012, MGPV has a cash balance of $18,563.15.  The income in 
the last half of 2012 (GSA’s and the Division’s fiscal year to July 1 through Jun 30) was 
$5,009.96 from dues.  Expenses during this period were $80.52 postage, shipping, 
freight, $3,000.00 for student grants, and awardee & speaker travel support, $1,715.54 
for the reception (1/3 of cost shared with GS & MSA).  We can expect some further 
dues income in 2013 from members who renew late.  Bottom line: we have enough 
money in 2013 for MGPV’s DGC award, reception, increase in the number of student 
research grants, and field forum. 
 
 
MGPV Committees and Appointments 
 
Division members help with the important tasks of the Division by serving on 
committees and in appointed posts.  The MGPV Division will need to appoint two 
committees for the immediate future.  You might be asked to serve on one of them. 
 
The Awards Committee encourages and evaluates nominations for the MGPV Division 
Distinguished Geologic Career Award.  The MGPV Management Board consists of ten 
people, each of whom will appoint one person to serve on committee for one year.  
Each member of the Management Board (this includes representatives from the 
Adhering Societies) is entitled (but not required) to select one person to serve on this 
committee for one year.  The Division Chair appoints one of those committee members 
as the chair.  As noted in the piece on the award, for this year nominations are due on 
15 July 2013, and the Award Committee will make its recommendation by 15 August 
2012. 
 
The Nominating Committee of the Division reports to the Management Board a list of 
candidates to run for office the following year. The Nominations Committee makes a 
public call for either volunteers or recommendations to be considered for the open 
positions of second vice-chair and/or secretary-treasurer.  The Committee can also 
identify possible candidates for office on their own. Additionally nomination of a 
candidate to become a Division officer also may be made to the Division Secretary-
Treasurer by any four voting affiliates of the division in good standing who also verify 
that the candidate is qualified and willing to serve in that office.  This candidate's name 
will be forwarded to the chair of the Nominations Committee in time for inclusion in their 
report to the Management Board. 
 
 The Nominations Committee contacts the suggested individuals to determine their 
willingness to run for office.  Those willing to serve must provide written or electronic 
acceptance of their possible candidacy, willingness to serve if elected, and submit an 
NSF-style abbreviated curriculum vitae (CV) that provides an overview of their 
experience and other qualifications.  Their offer to volunteer will remain active for 3 
years. 
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 From the pool of candidates, the Nominations Committee will select a single 
candidate for each open office by majority vote.  In a written report, the Nominations 
Committee will inform the Management Board of the vote, include the list of individuals 
considered, and the curriculum vitae. When approved by the Management Board, the 
nomination(s) shall become the election slate.  The membership will be asked for a vote 
of confidence for the candidates of all open offices. In the event that the vote of 
confidence fails, the second candidate on the list will stand for a vote of approval or 
non-approval. 
 The Nominating Committee can also propose individuals for GSA Fellowship and 
Division Members-at-Large on GSA-wide committees. 
 The MGPV Management Board consists of ten people, each of whom will appoint 
one person to serve on committee for one year.  Each member of the Management 
Board (this includes representatives from the Adhering Societies) is entitled (but not 
required) to select one person to serve on this committee for one year. The Division 
Chair appoints one of those committee members as the chair. 
 When approved by the Management Board, the nominations become the election 
slate. The ballot includes a brief profile of each candidate, in addition to a statement of 
the candidates' prior service to the relevant communities.  The Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Division must submit the slate and biographies to the GSA Executive Director.  GSA 
prepares and distributes the ballot to the voting members of the Division.  The ballot 
also has space for write-in nominees. 
 
 Voting takes place during August, and officers will be inducted at the annual 
business meeting in the fall (northern hemisphere).  For this to happen, the committee 
needs to be in place by April 1 and the slate submitted to GSA by July 1. 
 
The Program Committee is a standing committee.  It plans and arranges for the 
technical sessions and symposia of the division at the Annual and Sectional Meetings of 
the Geological Society of America, and other external meetings as may be directed by 
the management board. 
 
The Division will need a MGPV Newsletter Editor and MGPV Webmaster.  If you feel 
you could tackle either of these tasks, or know of someone who would, we would like to 
hear from you. 
 
 
MGPV Voting 
 
• Election 2012.  242 Division members voted during August 2012.  Diane Smith was 
elected Second Vice-Chair.  Eric H. Christiansen moves to the position of First Vice-
Chair, Calvin Barnes to Chair, and Russell Harmon to Past-Chair.  J. Alex Speer was 
re-elected as Secretary-Treasurer for a 2013-2014 term. 
 
• Election 2013.  The MGPV Management Board changes yearly after the Division 
Annual Business Meeting at the GSA Annual Meeting.  Elections are held over 30 days 
during the summer (northern hemisphere), for the position of Second Vice Chair and 
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biennially for the position of Secretary-Treasurer.  The positions of Past Chair, Chair, 
and First Vice-Chair are filled in succession by the individuals from the preceding office. 
The election will also be the time when members are asked to approve any Bylaw 
changes.  The election of Division officers only requires that the Secretary-Treasurer 
notify GSA of the results.  Any Bylaws changes must be submitted for GSA Council 
approval a month before a GSA Council meeting. 
 
 The Election for 2013 will be for second vice-chair.  For members who have given 
GSA their e-mail addresses, voting is online.  The message notifying you that voting is 
open will contain the necessary USERID and password for you to do so.  Members who 
do not have internet access will receive a paper ballot through the US mail from GSA. 
 
 
Announcements from Adhering Associated Societies 
 
• Web listing of MGPV-related Scientific Meetings  and Events at: 

<http://homepages.udayton.edu/~koziolam/meetings.html> 
 
 

 
• The Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) Annual Meeting is 22-24 May, 
2013 in Winnipeg, MB, Canada. Joint Annual Meeting – The Geological Association of 
Canada (GAC) and the Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) tilted At the Centre 
of the Continent. More information and online registration at 
<http://gacmacwinnipeg2013.ca/index.html>. 
 

• Mineralogical Association of Canada will award two $5000 scholarships to graduate students yearly, one 
to a student enrolled in an MSc program and one to a student in a PhD program.  Students entering the 
second year of an MSc program or the second or third year of a PhD program at a Canadian university of 
Canadian citizens enrolled in the above or equivalent programs at any university.  The deadline to apply 
is May 1, 2013.  More information at <http://www.mineralogicalassociation.ca/index.php?p=60> 
 

• Goldschmidt 2013 (Earth in Evolution), 25-30 August 2012 in Florence, Italy 
<http://www.goldschmidt.info/2013/>.  Abstract and registration/campus 
accommodation forms are now live on the conference website. End of early 
registration deadline is 25 June 2013.  There are student travel grants for those 
whose abstracts are accepted, details on the Geochemical Society website 
<http://www.geochemsoc.org/>.  
 

 
• The Clay Minerals Society (CMS) 50th Annual Meeting is 6-10 October 2013 at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, USA.  The Clay Minerals Society (CMS) invites applications for its 
2013 CMS student research and travel grants.  Several grants of up to $3,000 are made annually.  The 
application deadline is 30 April 2013.  2014 Award Nomination deadlines are March 31, 2013.  More 

information and online application on the CMS website, <http://www.clays.org>.  
 
• The Mineralogical Society of America (MSA) invites applications for the 2014 MSA 
Grant for Research in Crystallography and for the 2014 MSA Student Research In 
Mineralogy and Petrology.  There are three research grant awards of $5,000 each. 
Application deadline is June 1, 2013.  Awardees need not be MSA members; MGPV 
student members are invited to apply.  More information and online application on the 
MSA website, <http://www.minsocam.org>. 
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• MSA offers schools that normally do not have the opportunity to hear talks about recent 
advances in mineralogy to chose among several topics offered by distinguished 
Lecturers.  MSA pays travel expenses of the Lecturers if the host institution is responsible 
for local expenses, including accommodations and meals.  The 2013-2014 MSA 
Distinguished Lecture Program is now available for requests. It is designed to run from 
late September 2013 through April 2014.  Requests received before May 4, 2013, will be 

given priority. Details at <http://www.minsocam.org/MSA/Lecture_Prog.html>. 
 
• Nominations are sought for the Roebling and Dana Medals and MSA Award.  You need not be an 
MSA member to nominate someone.  More information and nomination procedures on the MSA home 
page <http://www.minsocam.org/> 
 

• The Mineralogical Society of Great Britain & Ireland (MSGBI) has several meetings: 
20 March 2013 - Metamorphic Studies Group, 15-16 March 2012 - Geochemistry 
Group, 27-29 March 2013 - Volcanic and Magmatic Studies Group, 17-19 June 
2013 - Mineralogical Society Annual Meeting, 2-4 September 2013 - Metamorphic 
Studies Group. 
 
• MSGBI offers travel/research bursaries directly and through its constituent special 
interest groups (Applied Mineralogy, Clay Minerals, Volcanic and Magmatic Studies, 
Metamorphic Studies, Geochemistry, Environmental Mineralogy Group, Mineral 

Physics). Visit <www.minersoc.org>.  MSGBI also offers free membership to students for one year. This 
includes a subscription to Elements and is open to applicants from all countries. Details at 
<http://www.minersoc.org/awards.html>.   
 
• Mineralogical Society Distinguished Lecturer Programme has the aim to promote interest and 
discussions across the broad field of Mineral Sciences (including all aspects of petrology and 
geochemistry at the Earth’s surface and at depth) and the Mineralogical Society has appointed two 
lecturers to give lectures at universities and related institutions aimed to appeal to undergraduates and 
research students as well as more advanced scientists. The Mineralogical Society pays the travel 
expenses of the lecturers; whilst the host departments cover any accommodation and dining expenses.  
Details at http://www.minersoc.org/distinguished-lectures.html. 
 
 

 



MGPV Division Newsletter February 2013, Vol. 4, No. 1 
 

 http://www.geosociety.org/divisions/mpvg/ page 14 

Division Management Board 
 

 
Officers 
 
Chair (2013) 
Calvin G. Barnes 
Texas Tech University 
Dept Geosciences 
PO Box 41053 
Lubbock TX 79409-1053 USA 
+1 (806) 742-3106 
+1 (806) 742-0100 (fax) 
cal.barnes@ttu.edu 
 
First Vice-Chair (2013) 
Eric H. Christiansen 
Brigham Young University 
Dept. of Geological Sciences 
PO Box 24606 
Provo, UT 84602-4606 USA 
+1-801-422-2113 
+1-801-422-0267 (fax) 
eric_christiansen@byu.edu 
 
Second Vice-Chair (2013) 
Diane Ruth Smith Trinity 
University Dept. of Geosciences One 
Trinity Place San Antonio, TX 78212-
7200 USA 
+1-210-999-7656 
+1-210999-7090 (fax) 
dsmith@trinity.edu 
 
Secretary-Treasurer (2013-2014) 
J. Alexander Speer 
Mineralogical Society of America 
3635 Concorde Pkwy Ste 
500 Chantilly, VA 20151-1110 USA 
+1-703-652-9950 
+1-703-652-9951 (fax) 
jaspeer@minsocam.org 
 
Past Chair (2013) 
Russell S. Harmon 
Director ERDC International 
Research Office 86-88 Blenheim 
Crescent Ruislip HA4 7HB 
United Kingdom 
 +44 (0)18 9561-6192 
+44(0)18 9561-6015 (fax) 
russell.s.harmon@usace.army.mil 
 
GSA Council/Division Liaison 
Barb Dutrow 
Louisiana State University 
Dept of Geology & Geophysics 
E235 Howe-Russell Bldg 
Baton Rouge LA 70803-4101 USA 
+1 (225) 578-2525 
+1 (225) 578-2302 
dutrow@lsu.edu 
 

Adhering Society Representatives 
 
Clay Minerals Society (CMS) 
Warren D. Huff  
University of Cincinnati 
Dept of Geology 
PO Box 210013 
Cincinnati OH 45221-0013 USA 
+1-513-556-3731 
+1-513-556-693 
 warren.huff@uc.edu 
 
Geochemical Society (GS) 
William K. Hart 
Dept of Geology 
Miami University  
114 Shideler Hall 
Oxford, OH 45056-2473 USA 
+1-513-529-3216 
+1-513-529-1542 
hartwk@muohio.edu 
 
Mineralogical Association of 
Canada (MAC) 
David A. Fowle 
University of Kansas 
Department of Geology 
1475 Jayhawk Blvd. Room 120 
Lawrence KS 66045-7594 USA 
+1-785-864-1955 
+1-785-864-5276 (fax) 
fowle@ku.edu 
 
Mineralogical Society of America 
(MSA) 
Wendy A. Bohrson 
Central Washington University 
Dept Geological Sciences 
400 E University Way, MS 7418 
Ellensburg, WA 98926-7502  USA 
+1-509-963-2835 
+1-509-963-2821 (fax) 
bohrson@geology.cwu.edu 
 
Mineralogical Society of Great 
Britain & Ireland (MSGBI) 
Kevin Murphy 
Mineralogical Society 
12 Baylis Mews, Amyand Park Road 
Twickenham TW1 3HQ 
United Kingdom 
+353-(0)23-8845401 
+353-(0)23-8845419 (fax) 
kevin@minersoc.org 

Welcome to the newsletter of GSA’s 
Mineralogy, Geochemistry, 
Petrology, and Volcanology (MGPV) 
Division.  Aside from the Division 
website, newsletters are one 
important means for GSA Division 
leaders to communicate information 
to their members, and they serve as 
an archive for the Division. 
 
The MGPV Division publishes two 
newsletters per year.  The first after 
GSA’s and Division’s Annual 
Meeting and before any elections, 
deadlines for abstracts, and 
nominations.  A second newsletter is 
issued a month or so before the 
Annual Meeting.  Newsletters will 
contain Division news, calls for 
award nominations and meeting 
abstracts, announcements of 
upcoming meetings, ballot and 
officer candidate information, 
meeting news, award acceptances, 
and other important news and 
information. 
 
If you are a member that has email 
access, a notice will be sent by GSA 
alerting you that a new issue has 
been posted on the website.  Those 
members who do not have internet 
access will receive the newsletter in 
paper form through the US mail sent 
by GSA.  Issues of the newsletter, 
both present and future, will be 
available for retrieval in electronic 
Portable Document Format (pdf) on 
the Division’s website. 
 
The MGPV Division leaders 
welcome your feedback to the 
newsletter of the Mineralogy, 
Geochemistry, Petrology, and 
Volcanology (MGPV) Division. 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: To be 
determined 
 
 
 
Webmaster: To be determined 

 


