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Newsletter of the Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology Division 
 

 
Message from the Chair 
 
It has been an exciting first year for the MGPV 
Division. Our membership, which officially stood at 
zero last October, is now almost 1000, ranking us 
among the top three GSA divisions.  Many thanks are 
due to the hundreds in the MGPV community who 
supported this effort at the outset.  Your support 
encouraged the creation of the new division and your 
enthusiasm now sustains it.  Last fall the Management 
Board set several goals for the new Division. 
Obviously getting membership support was the first 

priority and we have exceeded there beyond all expectations.  
 
We also felt that it was important that the MGPV division make a big splash at our 
official coming-out, the 2010 national meeting in Denver.  First, we set a goal of MGPV 
sponsorship for at least 20 theme sessions at the meeting.  Although the final meeting 
program is not yet set, we expect to exceed that goal.  Russ Harmon led this effort. 
Second, we wanted to take full advantage of the new GSA policy of giving each Division 
a block of time (Sunday afternoon, in our case) for a special “supersession” organized 
by the Division. In our case, the bulk of the organization was done by Cathy Busby, the 
first vice chair and next year’s division chair. The supersession will include the 
presentation of our first career achievement award along with a symposium honoring 
the awardee. 
 
This of course, leads to a third goal, establishing and awarding the MGPV Division’s 
career achievement award.  We are proud to announce that our first awardee is Peter 
Lipman, eminent volcanologist, petrologist, and geologist at the U.S. Geological Survey. 
Peter will deliver a keynote at the supersession symposium. 
 
Bear in mind that the true measure of our success as a Division will be an increased 
presence for MGPV at both annual and sectional GSA meetings and in GSA 
publications.  Please remember this when planning your meeting schedule and when 
you are contacted by the convener of an MGPV sponsored session.  It is clear from the 
response to the membership drive that there is broad and wide interest among the GSA 
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membership in MGPV topics.  It is high time that this interest be proportionally reflected 
in the GSA meeting program. 
 
Thanks go out to all the members of the Management Board who have worked tirelessly 
to get MGPV off to a strong start.  I should note in particular the support and 
involvement of the independent societies who are (uniquely among GSA divisions) part 
of division governance. These are the Mineralogical Society of America, the 
Geochemical Society, the Clay Minerals Society, the Mineralogical Association of 
Canada, and the Mineralogical Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 
 
Finally, we all owe a special debt of thanks to Alex Speer, our Secretary-Treasurer. 
Alex’s hard work and his extensive knowledge of the arcane inner workings of scientific 
societies are responsible for much of our early success and, even more importantly, for 
ensuring our robust future. 
 
Don’t forget to send your entry for the MGPV logo contest to me by September 15th. We 
hope to have a banner ready and simultaneously announce the winner of the $100 GSA 
bookstore credit at the MGP supersession at GSA on October 31st.” 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you in Denver this fall. 
 

Jim Beard, Chair (2010) 
 
 
MGPV Division Distinguished Geologic Career Award 
 
Peter W. Lipman has been selected as the first Mineralogy, 
Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology Division Career 
Achievement awardee. 
 
Peter Lipman is internationally recognized for his seminal papers 
in volcanology and igneous petrology and for their significance to 
tectonics, economic geology, and volcano hazards.  Peter was 
early to recognize the significance of plate tectonics for the 
distribution and composition of Cenozoic volcanism in the 
western US; the high citation level of his papers on this topic (> 
180 citations each) illustrate their significance to the community.  
His interest in ash-flow tuffs (ignimbrites) has extended throughout his career (he is still 
mapping and supervising work in Colorado).  Throughout this time he has made major 
contributions to our understanding of these impressive eruptive deposits that continue to 
captivate scientific and public imagination.  His most highly cited papers on this topic 
are those that explore the roots of highly eroded calderas, including identification of syn-
eruptive megabreccias and intracaldera tuff (e.g. Lipman, 1976), exploration of the 
boundaries between extrusive and intrusive components of large magmatic systems 
(e.g., Lipman and McIntosh, 2008), and their relationship to hydrothermal systems and 
mineralization (e.g., Lipman, 1984).  He has also provided critical insight into 
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mechanisms of caldera formation, particularly by relating collapse style to the depth and 
volume of the magma reservoir (e.g., Lipman, 1997; 2000), and provided the inspiration 
for ground-breaking work on the Fish Canyon Tuff that has followed from his work.  His 
insight into the nature of caldera fill and correlation of calderas with ignimbrites has 
served many as a model for mapping caldera complexes. 
 
Peter Lipman has also shaped our view of basaltic volcanism, particularly with regard to 
intraplate volcanism of the Rio Grande Rift and Hawaii, particularly his remarkable 
paper on the 1984 eruption of Mauna Loa volcano (Lipman and Banks, 1987).  This 
paper stands as the most detailed and insightful investigation of ʻāʻa flow emplacement 
that exists for any volcano.  He and Jim Moore also put together the astounding story of 
giant landslides formed by partial collapse of individual Hawaiian volcanoes (e.g., 
Lipman et al., 1988).  This work represents part of Peter’s long-term fascination with the 
growth of Hawaiian volcanoes, work that has led him to extensive exploration of the 
submarine, as well as subaerial, records of volcanic history (e.g., Lipman et al., 2002).  
The insight that he has provided into ocean-island volcanism illuminates general, 
planetary-scale processes in addition to fundamentally changing our view of Hawaiian 
volcanism. 
 
Finally, Peter has provided critical scientific leadership during volcanic crises, notably 
the 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens.  During the two months prior to the eruption 
Peter, in conjunction with Don Swanson and Jim Moore, developed critical deformation 
monitoring sites on the actively deforming north flank of the volcano.  The results from 
this work provided unprecedented insight into processes that precede flank collapse 
events.  He has also edited several major volumes, organized international research 
teams and meetings, led countless field trips, and unselfishly mentored numerous 
students and colleagues, thereby helping to insure that the strong tradition of field-
based volcanology that has defined his career is passed along to future generations. 
 
In addition to his scientific accomplishments, Peter is a recipient of the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Geological Society of America for his service as Councilor, and 
member of the Executive Committee (2000-2003), Budget Committee, Finance 
Committee, and Audit Committee from 2000-present. That was a crucial time for GSA.  
He was the leader of a broad and committed group of GSA elected officers and 
managerial staff who reversed the fiscal situation of GSA, with ideas, examples, 
questions, and policy. 

Lipman, P.W., 1976, Caldera-collapse breccias in the western San Juan Mountains, Colorado:  GSA 
Bulletin 87:1397-1410. 

Lipman, P.W., 1997, Subsidence of ash-flow calderas: relation to caldera size and magma-chamber 
geometry:  Bulletin of Volcanology 59:198-218. 

Lipman, P.W., 1984, The roots of ash-flow calderas in western North America:  Journal of Geophysical 
Research 89:8801-8841. 

Lipman, P.W., 2000, Central San Juan caldera cluster: regional volcanic framework: in Bethke, P.M., and 
Hay, R.L., eds., Ancient Lake Creede:  GSA Special Paper 346:9-69. 

Lipman, P. W. and McIntosh, W. C., 2008, Eruptive and noneruptive calderas, northeastern San Juan 
Mountains, Colorado: Where did the ignimbrites come from? Geological Society of America Bulletin 
120,  771-795  



MGPV Division Newsletter August 2010, Vol. 1, No. 2 
 

 http://www.geosociety.org/divisions/mpvg/ page 4 

Lipman, P.W., Normark, W.P., Moore, J.G., Wilson, J.B., & Gutmacher, C.E., 1988, The giant Alika 
submarine debris slide, west flank of Hawaii Island:  Journal of Geophysical Research 93:4179-
4199 

Lipman, P.W., & Banks, N., 1987, Aa flow dynamics, Mauna Loa 1984. U.S. Geological Survey 
Professional Paper 1350:1527-1567. 

Lipman, P.W., Sisson, T.W., Ui, T., Naka, J., and Smith, J.R., 2002, Ancestral submarine growth of 
Kilauea volcano and instability of its south flank: in Takahashi, E., Lipman, P.W., Garcia, M.O., 
Naka, J., and Aramaki, S., eds, Hawaiian Volcanoes: Deep Underwater Perspectives:  American 
Geophysical Union Monograph 128:161-191 (5 papers authored by Lipman in volume). 

 
 
MGPV Logo Contest 
 
Are you imaginative? Creative? Artistic? Looking for lasting recognition?  The 
Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology (MGPV) Division needs a logo. 
A visual is among the most effective ways an organization is immediately recognized.  
We think the logo design should come from the community, and thus decided a contest 
is the best way to achieve this. 
 

Who can enter?  Anyone can submit one or more logos. 
What to submit.  A submission must be in pdf, jpg, tiff, png, or eps format and be 
no larger than 3MB.  However all entrants should be prepared to submit original 
artwork (vector based images preferred) upon request.  Include in your 
submission e-mail your name, age, postal address, phone number, and email 
address. 
Where to enter. e-mail submissions to Jim Beard, MGPV Division chair 
(jim.beard@vmnh.virginia.gov)  
When to enter.  The deadline for entries is midnight (one minute after 23:59) on 
September 15th, Eastern Daylight Time.  We will attempt to acknowledge all 
entries; however, we cannot be responsible for entries or responses lost in e-
mail. 
Judging.  Entries will be evaluated and a winning entry selected by the MGPV 
Management Board. 
When will the results be known? We hope to have a banner ready and 
simultaneously announce the winner at the MGPV “supersession” on October 31, 
2010. 
The reward? $100 GSA bookstore credit plus the winning designer will have the 
right to identify him/herself as its creator.  
The Fine Print: 

• Flexibility is a key consideration.  The winning logo should successfully be 
able to reproduced in a number of ways: small or large, black-and-white or 
color, low and high resolution for use online, in print, on banners, etc.  You 
might wish to avoid the use of halftones and gradients. 

• Professional graphic tweaking may be done to the winning logo later if 
necessary. 
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• Logo designers retain copyright of their proposals while they are 
proposals.  However, by submitting entries to the competition, logo 
designers agree that should they win the competition, they will transfer all 
rights to the winning logo to the GSA MGPV Division and attach no 
restrictions on the use of the logo.  Entrants must be of sufficient legal age 
to assign the rights to the MGPV Division. 

• The entry must be your original design, not a copy that may be 
subject to copyright laws.  All entrants attest that they do not infringe the 
rights of another party. 

• There is no guarantee that one of the logos has to win, the Board could 
declare none suitable and reopen the contest. 

 
 
MGPV at Denver GSA 2010 
 

ABSTRACT DEADLINE: AUGUST 10, 2010 
 
MGPV Supersession.  During the MGPV “supersession” on Sunday afternoon 31 
October, MGPV will present its first Distinguished Geologic Career Award to Peter 
Lipman, with citation by Professor Olivier Bachman. Dr. Lipman will deliver a 45 minute 
keynote lecture, "Southern Rocky Mountain cookbook for the making of large ignimbrite 
eruptions". This will be followed by an international roster of speakers, presenting 30-
minute geologic overviews of some of Earth's major volcanic belts, including the Chilean 
Andes, the Trans-Mexican Volcanic Belt, the Basin and Range, the Sierra Madre 
Occidental, Taupo Volcanic Zone, Kamchatka, and the Columbia River Basalt Group 
(by Reinaldo Charrier, Luca Ferrari, Christopher D Henry, Vera Ponomareva, Stephen 
Self and Pilar Villamor).  
 
Reception.  The MGPV Division will join with the Geochemical Society and the 
Mineralogical Society of America in a joint reception on Tuesday, 2 November 2010: 
5:45 PM-7:45 PM, in the Four Seasons Ballroom 1 at the Colorado Convention Center.  
Cost is $10 professionals, $5 students. 
 
Technical Sessions.  The abstract deadline and the final organization of the technical 
sessions are taking place as this newsletter goes out.  A significant effort was made to 
ensure that the Division would have a strong presence at this GSA Annual Meeting in 
Denver and it is sponsor or co-sponsor of 37 topical sessions.  Find the session or 
sessions on the following page that best suit your interests and submit an abstract.  
The schedule won't be set until early in the fall, after the abstracts are in, but also plan 
to attend the sessions. 
 
Business Meeting.  Before the start of the technical “supersession” on Sunday afternoon 
31 October.  The Division will have the required business meeting.  There will be a brief 
update about the Division, and an opportunity to ask questions or make comments. 
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2010 Annual Meeting in Denver 
Proposed Topical Sessions for MGPV 

 
T011. Arsenic in Bedrock and Associated Groundwater: Mineralogy, Geochemistry, and Transport Processes 
T012. Arsenic in Geologic Systems 
T016. Geochemical and Isotopic Evolution of Sedimentary and Crystalline Formation Brines 
T034.  Vapors, Brines, Sulfides, and Mines: Understanding Metal Mobility in Magma-Hydrothermal Systems and Their 

Supergene Successors 
T035.  Critical Metals (REE, In, Te, Nb, Ta, Ga, Li, etc.) for the New Energy Future 
T036.  Metal-Fertile versus Barren Magmatic Systems at the Arc- to Individual Pluton-Scale: Applying an Improved 

Understanding of Volatile and Trace-Element Behavior and Experimental Constraints to Petrogenetic Studies 
T051.  Neutral Mine Drainage: Release, Transport, and Attenuation of Metals and Trace Elements in Circumneutral 

Mining Environments 
T054.  Pyrogenic Black Carbon, or Biochar, in Soils and Sediments, Its Characterization and Fate — Its Effects On 

the Carbon Cycle and Carbon Sequestration, and Its Effects on Soil Properties 
T057.  Frontiers in Experimental Petrology: In Honor of Robert C. Newton 
T058.  Frontiers in Metamorphic Petrology: Integrating Mass Transport, Heat Transport, Reaction Kinetics, and 

Tectonics with Mineral Equilibria 
T059.  High-Pressure and High-Temperature Metamorphism: P-T-t Paths and Tectonics 
T060.  Volcanic and Landscape Evolution of the Jemez Mountains Volcanic Field 
T061.  Tectonic Controls on Volcanism: Geologic Perspectives 
T062.  Geochemical Behavior and Reactivity of Nanostructures in Natural Systems 
T063.  Sources, Transport, and Fate of Trace and Toxic Elements in the Environment 
T064.  Geochemistry of Geologic Sequestration of CO2: Understanding Gas-Water-Mineral Interactions over Wide 

Temporal and Spatial Ranges 
T065.  Advances in the Geology, Geochemistry, Geochronology, Isotope Geochemistry, Geophysics, Structural 

Geology, and Tectonics of Central Colorado 
T067.  Frontiers in Geochemistry: Kinetics and Thermodynamics of Chemical Reactions in Earth Environments 

through Integrated Field, Experimental, and Theoretical Studies: In Honor of J. Donald Rimstidt 
T069.  Innovative Techniques and Applications for Detrital Thermo- and Geochronologic Data 
T070.  Geochemistry and Mineralogy of Fossils 
T072.  Noble and Trace Gas Geochemistry: Practical Applications and Current Research 
T074.  Integrated Approaches to Modeling Geochemical, Hydrological, and Ecological Processes in Watersheds 
T076.  Understanding High-Amplitude Stable Isotope Variations in Proterozoic Strata 
T078.  Geomicrobiology of Arsenic Transformation and Mobilization in Arsenic-Enriched Alluvial Aquifers and 

Subsequent Impact on Ecosystem as Well as Human Health 
T086.  Transformative Science in the Himalaya and Tibet: Insight from Geophysical, Geochemical, and Geologic 

Studies 
T100.  Of Isotopes and Lakes: A Tribute to Mike Talbot 
T101.  Near Field Geochemical Conditions of Geological Repositories for Nuclear Waste: New Experimental Work 

and Computer Modeling 
T103.  Accessory Minerals as Monitors of Magmatic Processes: New Ideas, Applications, and Pitfalls 
T104.  Garnet and Its Use in Unraveling Metamorphic and Tectonic Processes 
T105.  Impact Cratering: From the Lab to the Field; from the Earth to the Planets 
T106.  Explosive Volcanism across the Solar System: Insights From Qualitative, Quantitative, and Geochemical 

Approaches 
T124.  Proterozoic Crustal Evolution of Southern Laurentia: Tectonic Settings, Petrology, Geochemistry, and 

Geochronology 
T144.  Coupling of Deformation and Chemical Processes in Earth 
T147.  Where Does Earthquake Physics Meet Earthquake Geology? 
T152.  Magmatic and Tectonic History of Southwestern Alaska 
T153.  Initiation and Termination of Subduction: Rock Record, Geodynamic Models, Modern Plate Boundaries 
T156.  Controls and Consequences of Continental Rifting: From Heat Flow, Stress, and Strain to Magmatism, 

Landscape-Basin Evolution, and Development of Natural Resources 
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MGPV Membership and Finances 
 
Membership: There were 917 Division members as of 06/10/2010.  Please remember to 
renew your Division membership at GSA annual membership renewals time, and 
encourage your colleagues to join.  If a GSA member has already renewed, they can, at 
any time, join the Division by filling out a form.  Go to specialty divisions and then to 
“join a division <http://www.geosociety.org/members/joindiv.htm>.  Return the form to 
GSA or contact GSA Sales and Service; send them your member ID, name, credit card 
information, and the name of the Division.  (It is clearly easier to join a Division at 
renewal time!)  Division dues are: Student, Recent Grad, or K-12 Teacher - $5, 
Professional Member or Fellow - $10.  We have received overwhelming support from 
the community for this effort.  Please help us sustain a strong start by joining, asking 
others to join, and volunteering. 
 
Finances: GSA reports that the MGPV Division has a balance of $6,618.81 as of 
06/30/2010.  The Division will have expenses associated with the GSA 2010 Annual 
Meeting and MGPV Award. 
 
 
Announcements from Adhering Associated Societies 
 
• The Mineralogical Society of Great Britain & Ireland (MSGBI) Annual Meeting, in conjunction with the 
Geological Society of London, 28-29 September 2010, Cambridge, United Kingdom:  Nuclear Waste 
Management: Research Challenges for the Future.  The society offers travel/research bursaries 
directly and through its constituent special interest groups (Applied Mineralogy, Clay Minerals, Volcanic 
and Magmatic Studies, Metamorphic Studies, Geochemistry, Environmental Mineralogy Group, Mineral 
Physics).  MSGBI also offers free membership to students for one year.  This includes a subscription to 
Elements and is open to applicants from all countries.  Details at <http://www.minersoc.org>. 
 
• The Mineralogical Society of America (MSA) will have its Award & Presidential Lectures at Denver GSA 
2010 - Tuesday, 2 November.  The Roebling Medal Lecture is at 3 pm, Robert C. Newton, the 2010 
Roebling Medalist, will speak on "The Three Partners of Metamorphic Petrology".  MSA Award Lecture is 
at 3:30 pm.  Benjamin Gilbert will speak on "Addressing the nanoparticle challenge to mineralogy and 
geochemistry".  MSA Presidential Address is at 4:00 PM by John Brady. 
 
• The Mineralogical Association fo Canada (MAC) will meet at GAC-MAC Ottawa 2011 - Ottawa, Ontario - 
May 25-27, 2011, Navigating Past & Future Change.  Details at  <http://www.gacmacottawa2011.ca/>. 
 
• Frontiers in Environmental Geoscience, Aberystwyth, Wales, June 21-23, 2011. This is a 
Mineralogical Society of Great Britain and Ireland (MSGBI) meeting, and aims to cover a number of topics 
of interest to those working in mineralogy, environmental mineralogy, waste management and 
contamination clean-up.  Details at <http://www.minersoc.org>. 
 
• Goldschmidt 2011, August 14-19, 2011 in Prague, Czech Republic.  The conference website will go 
live December 1, 2010 <http://www.goldschmidt2011.org/>, but you can sign up to automatically receive 
updates now.  Abstract deadline is April 15, 2011.  There will be student travel grants for those whose 
abstracts are accepted, details will appear on the Geochemical Society website 
<http://www.geochemsoc.org/>.  
 
• The Clay Minerals Society (CMS) will hold the CMS Annual Meeting on Sept. 20-25, 2011, in Lake 
Tahoe, NV. Abstract deadline is July 15.  See <http://www.clays.org/annualmeeting/announcement.html> 
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for field trip, workshop, and symposia topics.  The Clay Minerals Society (CMS) invites applications for its 
2011 CMS student research and travel grants.  Several research grants of up to $3,000 are made 
annually and the deadline is February 15, 2011.  More information and online application on the CMS 
website, <http://www.clays.org>. 
 
 

 
MGPV Newsletter 
 
The newsletter of the Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology (MGPV) Division is the 
Division Management Board primary means of communicating information to and among its members. 
 
The MGPV Division plans to publish two newsletters per year.  The first after GSA’s and Division’s Annual 
Meeting and a second newsletter is issued a month or so before the Annual Meeting.  Newsletters will 
contain Division news, announcements of upcoming meetings, ballot and officer candidate information, 
calls for award and officer nominations and abstracts, and other important news and information. 
 
If you are a member that has email access, a notice will be sent by GSA alerting you that a new issue has 
been posted on the website.  Those members who do not have internet access will receive the newsletter 
in paper form through the US mail sent by GSA.  Issues of the newsletter, both present and future, will be 
available for retrieval in electronic Portable Document Format (pdf) on the Division’s website. 
 
The MGPV Division leaders welcome your feedback, and invite members to submit letters, news items, 
announcements, or short articles for the newsletter. 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember, come year-end: 
 
Renew your MGPV Division membership when you renew your 
GSA membership 
 
Encourage your MGPV-interested colleagues to join.  The easiest 
time to join a Division is at renewal time! 
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Division Management Board 
 

 
Officers 
 
Chair (2010) 
James S. Beard 
Virginia Museum of Natural History 
21 Starling Ave. Martinsville, VA 24112-4717 
+1-276-632-6487 (fax) 
jim.beard@vmnh.virginia.gov 
 
First Vice-Chair (2010) 
Cathy J. Busby 
University of California Santa Barbara 
Department of Earth Science 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
+1-805-886-5060 
+1-805-893-2314 (fax) 
cathy@crustal.ucsb.edu 
 
Second Vice-Chair (2010) 
Russell S. Harmon 
US Army Research Office 
Environmental Science Division 
PO Box 12211 
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709-2211 
+1-919-884-1750 
+1-919-549-4310 (fax) 
rsharmon@ncsu.edu 
 
Secretary-Treasurer (2010) 
J. Alexander Speer 
Mineralogical Society of America 
3635 Concorde Pkwy Ste 
500 Chantilly, VA 20151-1110 
+1-703-652-9950 
+1-703-652-9951 (fax) 
jaspeer@minsocam.org 
 
Past Chair:  To be determined 
 
GSA Council/Division Liaison 
 
tba 
 
Newsletter Editor: To be determined 
 
Webmaster: To be determined 

Adhering Society Representatives 
 
Clay Minerals Society (CMS) 
Paul A. Schroeder 
University of Georgia 
Dept of Geology 
210 Field St 
Athens, GA 30602-2501 USA 
+1-706-542-2384 
+1-706-542-2425 (fax) 
schroe@uga.edu 
 
Geochemical Society (GS) 
Martin B. Goldhaber 
US Geological Survey 
Crustal Imaging Team 
Denver Federal Center 
Box 25046 MS 964  
Denver, CO 80225-0046 USA 
+1-303-236-1521 
+1-303-236-3200 (fax) 
mgold@usgs.gov 
 
Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) 
David A. Fowle 
University of Kansas 
Department of Geology 
1475 Jayhawk Blvd. Room 120 
Lawrence KS 66045-7594 USA 
+1-785-864-1955 
+1-785-864-5276 (fax) 
fowle@ku.edu 
 
Mineralogical Society of America MSA) 
Wendy A. Bohrson 
Central Washington University 
Dept Geological Sciences 
400 E University Way, MS 7418 
Ellensburg, WA 98926-7502  USA 
+1-509-963-2835 
+1-509-963-2821 (fax) 
bohrson@geology.cwu.edu 
 
Mineralogical Society of Great Britain & Ireland (MSGBI) 
Kevin Murphy 
Mineralogical Society 
12 Baylis Mews, Amyand Park Road 
Twickenham TW1 3HQ 
United Kingdom 
+353-(0)23-8845401 
+353-(0)23-8845419 (fax) 
kevin@minersoc.org 
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MGPV Elections 
 
You may vote either online or by paper ballot: 
 

Paper ballot by mail or fax.  Please vote by completing the ballot at the end of this section and 
mailing it to Division Office, Geological Society of America, PO Box 9140, Boulder, CO, 80301-
9140, USA.  It must be postmarked no later than September 4.  You may also submit your 
completed ballot by fax to +1 (303) 357-1074. 
 
Online.  You may vote online by September 4 at: 
 

<https://rock.geosociety.org/ballot/vote.asp?Name=mgpv> 
 
Access the online ballot by using either your GSA member number or your e-mail address that is 
in your GSA member records.  For membership assistance, please contact GSA at: 
<gsaservice@geosociety.org> or call +1 (888) 443-4472.  

 
The MGPV Management Board changes yearly after the Division Annual Business 
Meeting.  Elections are held over 30 days annually during the summer (northern 
hemisphere), for the position of Second Vice Chair and biennially for the position of 
Secretary-Treasurer.  The positions of Past Chair, Chair, and First Vice-Chair are filled 
in succession by the individual from the preceding office.  However, this election is 
atypical because the MGPV Division has just begun.  You are being asked to vote for 
office of Chair, First Vice-chair, Second Vice-chair, and Secretary-treasurer.  The 
officers of the current Management Board were provisional, selected at the 
organizational meeting until an election could be held among all members.  
 
The election is also the time when members are asked to approve any Bylaw changes.  
There is a Bylaws change.  “MPVG” was always intended as a placeholder name for 
our new division.  However, the Management Board has decided that the “four letter” 
division name is probably the best option after all, so we would like to make it 
permanent, with one small change.  Because of the close ties between MSA, GS, and 
several other affiliate societies, we have decided that the name should reflect the two 
original GSA affiliates in order of seniority.  We would like to make our permanent name 
the “Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology Division”, or “MGPV” for 
short 
 
Biographical information on the candidates: 
 
 

For Office of Chair 
 
Cathy J. Busby – BS 1977, University of California-Berkeley; PhD 1983, Princeton 
University; Research Positions: Caltech, Smithsonian Institution, and US Geological 
Survey.  Professor Busby has been a Full Professor at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, since 1993, and will be Visiting Professor at the Jackson School of Geoscience 
in 2010-2011.  Professor Busby’s research examines the tectonic evolution of 
continental margins through detailed geologic mapping of supracrustal rocks, combined 
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with geochronology, geochemistry, petrography and paleomagnetics.  She publishes on 
a spectrum of topics including volcanology, sedimentology, structural geology, 
geochronology, petroleum geology, economic geology, geochemistry, and 
magnetostratigraphy. Professor Busby has held four NSF grants and four USGS grants 
in the past 5 years, and is also funded by the gold industry and the geothermal 
exploration industry.  In the past eight years she has authored or co-authored 29 full 
journal articles that showcase new geologic maps, 17 of them with graduate students, 
senior honors students, or postdoctoral researchers.  In August 2010, she is organizing 
a Penrose Conference on the Origin and Uplift of the Sierra Nevada (California) in 
Bridgeport California (with Keith Putirka), with four days of field excursions. In 2011 she 
is publishing a multi-authored textbook “Recent Advances in Tectonics of Sedimentary 
Basins” with Antonio Azor (Blackwell Science). Professor Busby held a Spanish Ministry 
of Education Grant in 2007-2008, and served on the National Science and Engineering 
Council of Canada Earth Sciences panel in 2007 - 2009.  She teaches short courses in 
Tectonics of Sedimentary Basins, Volcanology/Volcanclastic Rocks, and Turbidite 
Sedimentology. 
 

For Office of First Vice-Chair 
 
Russell Harmon: - BA Geology, University of Texas, MS Geochemistry, Pennsylvania 
State University, PhD Geology, McMaster University. Professional Dr. Harmon’s 
experience includes positions at the Lunar Receiving Laboratory & Geochemistry 
Division, NASA Manned Spacecraft Center; Asst. Prof. Michigan State University; 
Scottish Universities Research and Reactor Center, UK; Assoc. Prof. Southern Methodist 
University; NERC Isotope Geosciences Laboratory, UK; ARL Army Research Office.  He 
has been a GSA Member since 1974, GSA Fellow (1987), serving on the Day Medal 
Committee (1987-90), Committee on Committees  (1997), Penrose Medal Committee 
(1997-2000), Public Policy Committee on Land Use Management (2008-09); 2nd Vice 
Chair, Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology Division (2009-10), 
International Association of Geochemistry Council Member, Vice President, & President 
(2008-10), and Army Research Laboratory Fellow (2000).  His research interests are 
geochemistry, isotope geology, spectroscopy, geomorphology & terrain remote sensing, 
geohydrology, and military geoscience.  Dr. Harmon looks forward to the opportunity to 
serve as Vice Chair of GSA’s Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology 
Division.  In that capacity, he will work diligently with the other Officers to grow this 
new Division and to develop a suite of exciting technical sessions for the 2011 Annual 
Meeting in Minneapolis. 
 

For Office of Secretary-Treasurer 
 
J. Alex Speer, BS 1970, Franklin and Marshall College, MS 1973 and PhD 1976, 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.  Previous positions: Manager of 
Research and Development Electro-Tec Corporation, Asst. Prof. North Carolina State 
University.   Dr. Speer is currently Executive Director of the Mineralogical Society of 
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America, Chantilly, VA.  He is an MSA Fellow and is a member of GSA, AGU, and the 
Geological Society of Washington.  His research interests have included mineralogy, 
igneous and metamorphic petrology, radon hazards, low-temperature geothermal 
energy resources, electrocrystallization, and tribology.  Geologic areas of interest 
included the Nain anorthosite complex, Labrador and the 300 Ma granites of the 
southeastern United States.  Dr. Speer has served on the Steering Committee and 
Board of Directors of GeoScienceWorld, and is MSA’s representative to GSA and AGI.  
His priorities is the efficient running of MGPV so that members can focus on organizing 
and supporting sessions, field trips, and other Division events at the annual and section 
meetings, and to promote collaboration among the MGPV Division, MGPV-related 
Associated Societies, and GSA Sections and other Divisions. 
 

For Office of 2nd Vice-Chair 
 
Calvin Barnes, Ph.D. 1982, University of Oregon, is currently Professor of Geology and 
Chair of the Department of Geosciences at Texas Tech University in Lubbock.  Dr. 
Barnes is an igneous petrologist with interests in magmatic processes, magmatism at 
accretionary plate margins, and in situ trace element analysis of minerals.  Geologic 
areas of interest include the North American Cordillera and Great Basin, the Caledonides 
of Norway, and the granite-rhyolite province.  Dr. Barnes is first Vice-Chair of the 
Cordilleran Section of GSA, was Chair of the South-Central Section in 1999-2000, and 
was on the nominating committee for the Geoinformatics Division.  He is a GSA and 
MSA Fellow and is a member of AGU, Sigma Xi, and AAUP.  He has supervised 22 MS 
and 9 Ph.D. students and is author or coauthor of 73 peer-reviewed papers.  He views 
the rapid growth of membership in the Division to indicate the vitality of the MGPV 
community.  This vitality must be maintained by continued recruitment, especially of 
student members, organization of cross-disciplinary theme sessions at Annual and 
Regional GSA meetings, and development of similar Penrose Conferences and Field 
Forums. 
 
Diane Smith, Ph.D. 1984, Rice University.  Dr. Smith is currently Professor of 
Geosciences and Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs at Trinity University in 
San Antonio, TX.  She is an igneous petrologist/geochemist with research interests 
ranging from modern subduction-related magmatism to Proterozoic granitoids.  She has 
mentored 25 undergraduate researchers and (co-)authored more than 40 journal 
articles and conference presentations.  Her administrative responsibilities include 
oversight of sponsored research, faculty development programs, and capital equipment 
and renovation projects.  She continues to teach undergraduate courses in Volcanology 
and Earth Materials.  Dr. Smith served two terms on the Geology Division of the Council 
for Undergraduate Research and is a member of MSA and AGU.  She has been a GSA 
member since 1985 and was elected Fellow in 2008.  Past service to GSA includes 
chairing the 2005 South-Central section meeting and serving as Councilor (2006-10) 
and Member-at-Large of the Executive Committee (2009-10).  During her term as 
Councilor, Dr. Smith was Liaison to the Sections and served on the ad hoc Committee 
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on Integration of Sections and Divisions.  Dr. Smith welcomes the opportunity to serve 
the MGPV and would work to sustain the momentum established by this new division.  
Her priorities would be to encourage and promote MGPV-sponsored sessions and field 
trips at the annual and section meetings, to establish effective communication and 
collaboration among the Associated Societies, Sections and the MGPV, and to develop a 
strong financial base to support division activities and programs.  
 

ByLaws Change 
 
ARTICLE I, Section 2. Name. 
 
From 
The name of the division is the Mineralogy, Petrology, Volcanology, and Geochemistry 
(MPVG) Division of The Geological Society of America, Inc. 
 
To 
 
The name of the division is the Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology, 
and (MGPV) Division of The Geological Society of America, Inc. 
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MEMBERS OF GSA  
MINERALOGY, GEOCHEMISTRY, PETROLOGY, AND VOLCANOLOGY (MGPV) DIVISION 

Ballot for 2010 - 2011 Officers MGPV Division 
 
Chair (one-year term; please vote for one candidate):  

(   )  Cathy J. Busby 

(   )  Write-in       
 

First Vice-Chair (one-year term; please vote for one candidate):  

(   )  Russell Harmon 

(   )  Write-in       
 
Second Vice-Chair (one-year term; please vote for one candidate):  

(   )  Calvin Barnes 

(   )  Diane Smith 

(   )  Write-in       
 
Secretary-Treasurer (two-year term; please vote for one candidate): 

(   )  J. Alex Speer 

(   )  Write-in       
 
Division Bylaws Amendment: 
 

BYLAWS ARTICLE I,  Section 2.  Name. 
 
From: 
The name of the division is the Mineralogy, Petrology, Volcanology, and Geochemistry (MPVG) 
Division of The Geological Society of America, Inc. 
 
Changed To: 
The name of the division is the Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Volcanology (MGPV) 
Division of The Geological Society of America, Inc 
 
_____Yes to Adopt New Order Within Name        _____No to Reject New Order Within Name         
 
Ballot by Mail To: Division Office, Geological Society of America 
 PO Box 9140,  Boulder, CO,  80301-9140  USA 
 
Ballot by Fax To: +1 (303) 357-1074. 

 
You must complete the following section to validate your ballot: 
 
Your Name (printed)           
 
Your Signature (required)            
 
Your GSA Member Number * (required)         
 

* Your 7 digit GSA member number is on the top right corner on the external mailing label.  If you need 
assistance with your member number, call:  +1 (888) 443-4472 


