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2019 MGPV Division Distinguished Geological Career Award 
to Suzanne Mahlburg Kay: Acceptance 

 
To begin, I would like to express my 

sincere gratitude to the Mineralogy 
Geochemistry Petrology Volcanology 
division of the Geological Society of 
American for this distinguished award.  I 
am honored and humbled to receive this 
honor.  In accepting this award, I would like 
to particularly acknowledge my nominator 
Gerhard Woerner and seconders Wes 
Hildreth, Constantino Mpodozis and 
Shanaka de Silva, and all of the colleagues 
and students with whom I have worked 
over the years and without whom I would 
not be here. I would also like to express my 
appreciation to Shan de Silva for his 
incredibly generous citation, and to Brian 
Jicha, Matt Gorring and Brenan Keller for 
organizing this session. 

 
There are many people who have contributed to my career and I would 

like to particularly mention a few. My father Milton Mahlburg, who introduced 
me to the natural sciences and took me on my first field trips before I could 
walk. Professors David Anderson and Don Henderson, my undergraduate 
and MS advisors at the University of Illinois who introduced me to the rigors 
of mineralogy, kinetics and thermodynamics and the possibilities in 
petrology. My thesis committee at Brown University, which included my 
advisor Richard Yund along with Malcolm Rutherford, Bruno Giletti, Jan 
Tullis and William Chapple, with whom I worked on feldspars and became 
enchanted with igneous petrology and the integration with tectonics. My 
post-doc advisor Gary Ernst at UCLA who give me the freedom to work on 
the petrologic evolution of the Aleutian arc and an opportunity to teach a 
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class in petrology. My husband, Robert Kay, whom I knew from his reading 
papers before we met and went to the Aleutians for our honeymoon where 
we also began our scientific collaborations.  We also became partners in 
raising our children, Jennifer and Alexander, who often said they had 
revolving parents who took them to interesting places as we went together 
and separately to meetings and into the field.  Colleagues at Cornell 
University particularly Jack Oliver who encouraged my interest in petrology 
and geochemistry of the lower crust and continental evolution as a postdoc 
in the COCORP seismic project, Donald Turcotte who became a long term 
mentor and encouraged broad perspectives in the study of the earth, and 
Bryan Isacks who inspired me along with Terry Jordan and Rick 
Allmendinger to work on large scale interdisciplinary problems in the Andes. 
Also particularly important are my South American colleagues and co-
authors who have made my Andean studies and those of our students 
possible.  Three are particularly special; Victor Ramos in Argentina with 
whom we worked in Patagonia, the Chilean-Pampean flatslab region and 
Andean terranes; Constantino Mpodozis in Chile with whom we studied the 
Andean arc region from El Teniente to Maricunga (34° to 24°S), ore deposits 
and the silicic-rhyolite Choiyoi magmatic province, and Beatriz Coira with 
whom we worked on the magmatism, ignimbrites, evolving subduction 
history and delamination of the Puna-Altiplano plateau. 

 
Finally, I would not be here without the inquisitive and creative 

graduate and undergraduate students both at Cornell and in Argentina who 
added unimaginable dimensions to studies of the Aleutians, the Andes and 
other regions.  Among the many, I would particularly like to mention graduate 
students Gene Yogodzinski, Matt Gorring, Adam Goss, Neil McGlashan and 
undergraduates Susan De Bari, Jeff Abbruzzi and Brenan Keller.  
 


